' 


■ 


. 


* 


* 


A 

VOYAGE 

ROUND  THE 

WORLD. 

I  N 

His  Britannic  Majesty’s  Sloop,  Resolution, 

commanded  by  Capt.  James  Cook,  during,  the  Years  1772,  3,  4,  and  5. 


By  GEORGE  FORSTER,  F.  R.  S. 

Member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Madrid,  and  of  the  Society  for  promoting 

Natural  Knowledge  at  Berlin. 


VOL.  II. 

Mobilis  enim  et  inquieta  mens  homini  data  eft ;  nunquam  fe  tenet :  fpargitur,  et  cogitationes 
fuas  in  omnia  nota  atque  ignota  dimittit ;  yaga  et  quietis  impatiens,  et  novitate  rerum  Ijs- 
tiffima.  %  Seneca. 


LONDON, 

Printed  for  B.  White,  Fleet-Street;  J.  Robson,  Bond-Street;  P.  Elmsly,  Strands. 

and  G.  Robinson,  Pater-nofter-Row. 


M  DCCLXXVII. 


Cl 


o 


H  I8T0A10AL 
MEBIOAL 


CONTE 


NTS. 


BOOK 


It. 


Chap.  V.  Run  from  Eajler  Ifland  to  the  Marquefas . — Stay  in  Modre 
de  Dios  Harbour ,  on  Waitahoo .  Courfefrom  thence  through  the  Low 

JJlands  to  Taheitee ,  P*  1 

Chap.  VI.  An  Account  of  ourfecond  Vifit  to  the  If  and  ofO-Fahei- 

51 

tee. ,  ,  D 

Chap.  VII.  Thefecond  Stay  at  the  Society  Ifands ,  1 14 

Chap.  VIII.  Run  from  the  Society  to  the  Friendly  Ifands,  159' 

BOOK  III. 

Chap.  I.  An  Account  of  our  Stay  at  Malhcollo,  and  Difcovery  of  the 
New  Hebrides, 

Chap.  II.  Account  of  our  Stay  at  Fauna,  and  Departure  from  the 
New  Hebrides ,  2  ^  2 

Chap.  III.  Difcovery  of  New  Caledonia .• — Account  of  our  Stay  there . 
—Range  along  the  Coaf  to  our  Departure.— Difcovery  of  Norfolk 
If  and. — Return  to  New  Zeeland,  377 

Chap.  IV.  'Third  and  laf  Stay  at  Queen  Charlottes  Sound  in  New 

Zeeland, 


CHAP. 


CONTENTS. 


Chap.  V.  The  Courfefrom  New  Zeeland  to  Tierra  del  Fuego. — Stay 
at  Chrijimas  Harbour ,  481 

Chap.  VI.  Stay  at  the  New  Tears  If ands.—Dfcovery  of  Lands  to 
the  Southward . — Return  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  5 1 2 

Chap.  VII.  Second  Stay  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.— -Run  from  thence 
to  the  Ifands  of  St.  Helena  and  Afcenfon,  54S 

Chap.  VIII.  Run  from  from  Afcenfon  paf  the  If  and  of  Fernando 
da  Noronha,  to  the  Azores.— Stay  at  Fayal.— Return  to  England, 

579 


ERRATA  of  the  SECOND  VOLUME. 

P.  40.  t.  3.  for  mild  retd  wild. 

160.  in  the  note,  dele  Dr,  Hunter,  in  the  Phil.  Tranf. 

44.3.  in  the  note,  for  asx<$>iv,  read 

$27. 1.  5.  accompanid  accompanied. 


A 


V 

0 

Y 

ROUND 

■4 

A 

THE 

G 

E 

V  \ 

/ 

w 

0 

R 

L 

D. 

B 

0  0 

K 

ir. 

CHAP.  V. 

I 

Run  from  Rafter  IJland  to  the  Marguefas — Stay  in  Madre-de-Dios  har¬ 
bour  on  Waitahoo — Courfe  from  thence  through  the  Low  JJIands  to 
Taheitee. 


1  | ' '  H  E  breeze  with  which  we  failed  from  Eafler  Ifland 
was  fo  gentle,  that  we  were  {till  in  fight  of  it  the 
next  day  at  noon,  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  leagues.  The 
weather  was  rather  fultry,  and  captain  Cook  relapfed  into  his 
former  bilious  diforder,  by  having  exerted  himfelf  too  much 
on  fliore,  during  the  violent  heat  of  noon*  All  thofe  who 
had  been  on  the  long  excurfion  acrofs  the  ifland,  had  their 
faces  bliftercd  by  the  fun,  and  extremely  painful  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  the  fkin  peeled  off.  The  fhort  flay  near  the  land, 
and  the  ufe  of  a  few  vegetables  from  thence,  had  greatly 
reflored  to  their  health  thofe  who  were  afHi<5led  with  the 
Vol.  II.  B  fcurvy 
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feu rvy  before  ;  and  feveral,  though  exceflively  weak,  felt  no; 
inconvenience  at  prefent.  It  is  true,  the  little  fupply  at 
Eafter  Ifland  ferved  only  as  a  whet  to  our  appetite,  and 
made  us  all  extremely  eager  in  our  wifhes  of  reaching  the 
Marquefas  of  Mendofa,  whither  we  now  directed  our  courfe. 
Very  fortunately  for  us  the  wind  frefhened  the  next  day, 
and  continued  fo  for  fome  time,  giving  life  to  our  hopes, 
and  infpiring  more  chearfulnefs  than  we  had  known  for 
fome  months  pad. 

In  a  few  days,  however,  we  were  much  alarmed  to  find 
feveral  people  fickening  again,  and  particularly  complaining 
of  conftipations  and  bilious  diforders,  which  are  deadly  in 
hot  climates.  Among  thefe  was  our  excellent  furgeon 
himfelf,  whofe  illnefs  gave  us  more  pain  than  almoft  any 

i 

thing  elfe.  The  moft  unlucky  circumflance  was,  that  the 
patients  could  not  eat  the  potatoes  which  we  had  brought 
from  the  fhore,  becaufe  they  were  too  flatulent  for  their 
weakened  ftomachs. 

A  calm  which  happened  on  the  24th,  our  latitude  being 
about  1 7 0  fouth,  was  very  difagreeable  to  the  flek,  and 
brought  fome  of  them  very  low.  Captain  Cook  himfelf  was 
obliged  to  keep  his  bed  again,  being  aflli&ed  with  fome 
alarming  fymptoms.  However  the  wind  returned  in  the 
afternoon,  and  frefhening  confiderably  in  a  day  or  two, 
cooled  the  air  very  pleafantly.  This  weather  was  very  fa- 
lutary  to  all  the  bilious  patients  ;  fo  that  they  appeared  on 

decky 
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deck,  and  walked,  or  rather  crawled  about,  though  exceed¬ 
ingly  emaciated. 

My  father  ordered  his  Taheitian  dog,  the  only  one  which 
ftill  remained  alive  after  our  departure  from  the  Friendly 
Iflands,  to  be  killed  ;  it  was  cut  into  quarters,  which  were 
ferved  up  to  captain  Cook  during  feveral  days,  and  gave 
him  fome  nourifhment,  as  he  could  not  venture  to  tafte  the 
(hip’s  provifions.  By  fuch  fmall  helps  we  fucceeded  in  pre- 
ferving  a  life  upon  which  the  fuccefs  of  the  voyage  in  a 
great  meafure  depended. 

We  daily  faw  Tropic  birds  and  fhearwaters  after  leaving 
Eafter  Ifland,  and  frightened  many  fhoals  of  flying  filh  out 
of  the  water.  Thefe  fifli  were  remarkably  numerous  on 
the  27  th,  when  we  faw  none  but  fmall  ones,  the  largefl:  not 
exceeding  the  length  of  a  finger,  and  the  leaft  fcarcely  fo 
long  as  one  of  its  joints.  Our  latitude  that  day,  at  noon, 
was  1  3  0  13'  fouth. 

Since  the  calm  on  the  24th  we  had  a  fine  fleady  gale 
from  the  eaftward,  which  fp£edcd  our  courfe  prodigioufly. 
The  weather  in  general  was  ferene,  and  the  colour  of  the 
ocean  a  fine  rich  blue,  bearing  always  a  confiderable  rela¬ 
tion  to  that  of  the  fky.  Dolphins,  bonitos,  and  fharks  ap¬ 
peared  from  time  to  time,  and  various  birds  at  war  with 
flying  fifires  enlivened  the  fcene.  To  add  to  our  comfort, 
the  heat  of  the  fun  became  perfectly  agreeable  to  us,  being 
tempered  by  the  rapid  motion  of  the  air,  and  permitted  us 
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to  walk  about  the  decks  with  fome  fatisfaCHon.  Nothing 
lefs  was  wanting  to  keep  up  our  fainting  fpirits,  and  to 
drengthen  the  fick,  who  might  be  faid  to  feed  entirely 
upon  hope,  having  no  refrefhments  to  refiore  their  waded 
flrength.  We  had  already  confumed  all  the  vegetables  which 
had  been  purchased  at  Eader  Ifland  ;  nothing  therefore  re¬ 
mained,  but  either  to  return  to  the  loathed  diet  of  falted 
meat,  of  which  the  juices  were  utterly  dedroyed,  by  lying 
in  pickle  for  three  years,  or  to  darve  on  a  fmall  quantity 
of  bread,  if  the  ftomach  could  not  diged  thofe  grofs  and 
unprofitable  fibres.  We  were  therefore  unanimous  in  our 
wifhes  of  a  fpeedy  deliverance ;  and  in  proportion  as  the 
breeze  fiackened  or  encreafcd,  the  thermometer  of  our  ex¬ 
pectations  fluctuated  from  abjeCt  defpondence  to  the  mod 
fanguine  expectation.  All  our  books  which  treated  of 
Mendana’s  Voyages  were  confulted ;  and  fince  the  vague 
expreflions,  relative  to  the  didance  of  the  Marquefas  from 
Peru,  gave  us  full  fcope  for  conjecture,  every  day  produced 
a  new  calculation  of  their  longitude.  For  the  fpace  of  five 
days  we  fucceflively  paded  over  the  different  pofitions  which 
our  new  geographers  had  allotted  to  thofe  iflands,  and  over¬ 
turned  each  new  hypothefis,  not  without  fome  diverfion  to 
the  red,  who  either  artfully  concealed  their  own  opinion,  or 
candidly  confeffed  that  the  data  were  too  uncertain  to  bear 
a  fuperflruCture.  During  this  caurfe  we  enjoyed  fome 
beautiful  evenings,  and  particularly  obferved  the  fky  and 
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clouds  tinged  with  different  hues  of  green  by  the  fetting 
fun,  on  the  3d  of  April.  This  colour  has  been  obferved 
by  Frezier  before,  and  is  in  fa  ft  nothing  extraordinary,  es¬ 
pecially  if  the  air  happens  to  be  charged  with  vapours, 
which  is  frequently  the  cafe  between  the  tropics.  The 
fame  day  we  had  caught  a  fmall  fucking  fifh,  adhering  to 
a  flying  fifh,  with  which  we  had  baited  a  hook:  a  proof 
that  thefe  little  creatures  are  not  always  fixed  to  fharks. 
The  fame  day  we  faw  a  large  fifh  of  the  genus  of  rays, 
which  is  called  a  fea  devil  by  fome  authors.  It  perfectly 
refembled  that  which  we  had  feen  in  the  Atlantic,  on  the 
firft  of  September,  1772.  (See  vol.  I.  p.  47.)  The  num¬ 
ber  of  terns,  tropic,  and  man  of  war  birds,  encreafed  around 
us  almoft  every  day,  as  we  ran  to  the  weftward,  and 
approached  the  iflands  which  we  expected  to  find.  At 
lafl,  on  the  6th  of  April  in  the  afternoon,  we  had  fight 
of  a  fmall  bluff  ifland  ;  but  the  haze  which  involved  it, 
and  which  thickened  as  we  advanced,  prevented  our  ex¬ 
amining  the  nature  of  the  land,  and  building  any  hopes  of 
refrefhment  on  its  appearance.  Quiros,  who  is  fuppofed 
to  have  written  the  account  of  the  voyage  of  the  Spanifh 
Adelentado  (or  captain-general)  Don  Alvaro  Mendana  de 
Neyra,  in  the  year  1 595,  gives  a  favourable  account  of 
the  group  of  iflands  difeovered  in  that  voyage,  which  were 
named  the  Iflas  Marquefas  de  Mendopa,  in  honour  of  the 
viceroy  of  Peru,  Don  Garcia  Hurtado  de  Mendopa,  marquis 
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of  Canete,  who  had  fet  on  foot  that  expedition.  We  had  re- 
courfe  to  this  account,  in  order  to  gain  fome  information  re¬ 
lative  to  the  land  which  now  engroffed  all  our  attention. 
The  next  morning  we  Hood  in-fhore,  and  though  the 
weather  dill  continued  hazy,  we  foon  didinguifhed  the  dif¬ 
ferent  idands  which  the  Spaniards  have  called  la  Dominica, 
Sr.  Pedro,  and  St.  Chridina.  We  were  convinced  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  fmall  bluff  idand  which  we  had  fird 
fallen  in  with,  had  not  been  feen  by  Mendana  ;  and  cap¬ 
tain  Cook  gave  it  the  name  of  Hood’s  Idand,  from  the  per- 
fon  who  fird  difcovered  it.  La  Dominica,  which  lay  neared 
to  us,  was  a  high  and  mountainous  illand,  of  which  the 
N.  E.  point  was  very  deep  and  barren;  but  farther  to  the 
north  we  obferved  fome  vallies  filled  with  trees,  amongd 
which  we  now  and  then  difcovered  a  hut.  As  the  haze 
cleared  away,  wefaw  many  craggy  rocks  like  fpires,  and  fe- 
veral  hollow  fummits  piled  up  in  the  centre  of  the  idand, 
which  proved  that  volcanoes  and  earthquakes  had 
been  adlive  there  in  changing  the  face  of  the  country. 
All  its  eadcrn  part  is  a  prodigious  deep  and  almod  per¬ 
pendicular  wall,  of  a  great  height,  which  forms  a  fharp 
ridge,  fliattered  into  fpires  and  precipices.  St.  Pedro  is  a 
fmall  idand,  of  very  moderate  elevation,  but  did  not  appear 
either  fertile  or  populous.  St.  Chridina,  the  wedermod  of 
all,  had  the  mod  promifing  appearance  ;  and,  though  very 
high  and  deep,  yet  had  feveral  vallies,  which  widened  to- 
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wards  the  fea,  and  were  covered  with  fine  forefts  to  the 
fummits  of  the  mountain.  About  three  o’clock  we  entered 
the  ftraits,  between  the  fouth  end  of  Dominica,  and  the 
N.  E.  part  of  St.  Chriftina,  which  is  above  two  miles  wide. 
We  obferved  fome  pleafant  fpots  on  both  iflands,  between 
the  clefts  of  the  mountain  ;  but  faw  no  plains,  like  thofe 
which  fo  greatly  embellifh  the  Society  Hands.  The  (bore 
of  St.  Chriftina  was,  however,  fufhcient  to  revive  all  our 
fpirits,  and  infpired  that  cheerfulnefs  which  every  fertile 
and  pleafing  profpeCt  gives  to  the  weary  mariner.  We 
palled  feveral  little  coves,  where  the  white  foaming  furf 
tumbled  in  upon  the  beach.  The  two  projecting  points  of 
every  cove  included  a  valley,  filled  with  forefts  and  planta¬ 
tions,  of  a  pleafing  verdure.  On  every  beach  we  faw  fome 
inhabitants  running  about,  or  gazing  at  our  fhip.  Some¬ 
times  they  launched  their  canoes,  and  attempted  to  come 
after  us  ;  but  a  ftrong  breeze  carried  us  fo  fwiftly  through 
the  fmooth  water,  that  vve  left  them  far  behind.  We  found 
a  harbour  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  which  looked  ft> 
tempting,  that  we  eagerly  wilhed  to  come  to  an  anchor; 
but  juft  as  we  were  turning  about,  in  order  to  run  into  it, 
a  heavy  fquall  came  over  the  high  mountain  with  prodi¬ 
gious  violence,  and  laid  the  fliip  on  her  fide,  fo  that  we 
fprung  our  mizen-topmaft,  and  narrowly  efcaped  being 
driven  againft  the  fouthern  point  of  the  harbour.  After 
we  had  trimmed  our  fails  again,  we  tacked,  and  anchored 
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about  five  o’clock  in  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  During 
the  fquall,  about  fifteen  canoes,  putting  off  from  different 

parts  of  the  ifland,  came  near  the  fhip.  Some  were  dou- 

♦ 

ble,  and  contained  fifteen  men  ;  others,  on  the  contrary, 
were  fmall,  and  had  from  three  to  feven  men.  As  foon 
as  we  were  at  anchor,  we  invited  the  natives,  by  every 
fign  of  friendfiiip,  and  by  addrefling  them  in  the  Taheitian 
language,  to  come  on  board.  This  they  did  not  venture 
to  do  *,  but  at  firfi  they  brought  their  canoes  clofe  along- 
fide,  and  offered  us  fome  pepper-roots,  which  were  doubt- 
lefs  figns  of  peace,  as  at  the  Society  and  Friendly  Iflands. 
After  we  had  fattened  thcfe  roots  to  the  fhrouds,  they  fold 
us  a  few  fifli  in  exchange  for  nails,  and  likewife  fome  ex¬ 
cellent  large  bread-fruit,  perfectly  ripe,  at  fight  of  which 
our  whole  fhip’s  company  exprefled  the  greatett  marks  of 
joy  in  their  countenances. 

The  natives  about  us  were  a  well-made,  handfome  peo- 

/  , 

pie,  of  a  good  yellowifli  or  tawny  colour,  but  looked  al- 
mott  black,  by  being  pundured  over  the  whole  body. 
They  were  all  naked,  having  only  a  fmall  piece  of  cloth, 
perfedly  refembling  that  made  by  the  people  of  Tabeitee, 
round  their  waift  and  loins.  Their  beards  and  hair  were 
of  a  fine  jetty  black,  and  their  language  much  nearer  the 
Taheitian,  than  any  other  dialed:  in  the  South  Sea,  with 
this  difference,  that  they  could  not  pronounce  the  r.  Their 
canoes  were  thin,  and  formed  of  boards  flightly  fewed  to¬ 
gether, 
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gether,  and  their  paddles  were  made  like  thofe  of  Taheitec, 
with  a  knob  at  the  end.  We  continually  enquired  for 
hogs,  and  told  them  to  bring  us  fome  ;  and  towards  night 
we  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  fee  a  pig  along-lide,  which  we 
purchafed  for  a  knife.  As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  the  canoes 
retired,  according  to  the  general  cuftom  of  all  the  nations 
in  the  South  Sea  we  had  hitherto  feen,  on  whom  the  no¬ 
velty  of  an  European  fhip  cannot  prevail  to  wake  a  fingle 
night.  The  vallies  in  our  harbour  were  very  full  of  trees, 
and  every  part  anfwered  the  graphical  defcription  which  the 
Spaniards  have  given,  and  by  which  we  were  well  con¬ 
vinced  that  their  harbour  of  Madre  de  Dios  was  the  fame 
where  we  had  anchored  *.  Its  fituation,  deduced  from 
agronomical  obfervation,  is  in  9  55'  S.  latitude,  and  139° 

8  W.  longitude.  We  faw  many  fires  through  the  trees, 
at  a  great  difiance  from  the  water,  and  concluded  the 
„ country  .to  be  well  inhabited.  The  next  morning  early  we  Fridays, 
had  a  full  view  of  the  land,  clear  of  the  clouds  which  refted 
on  it  in  the  evening.  On  the  fouth  fide  rifes  a  peak,  which 
is  very  craggy  and  inaccefiible.  All  the  north  fide  is  a 
black,  burnt  hill,  of  which  the  rock  is  vaulted  along  the 
fea-fhore,  and  the  top  clad  to  the  fummit  with  a  Ih rubbery 
of  cafuarinas.  But  the  bottom  of  the  harbour  is  filled  up 
with  a  very  high  ridge,  level  at  top,  and  refembling  the 

*  See  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  Colle&ion,  vol,  I,  p.  66. 
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Table-mountain  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Several  vallies, 
perfectly  filled  with  trees,  lead  up  from  two  beaches  to  the 
very  fummit  of  the  mountain,  which  appears  excefiively 
fleep.  Along  its  uppcrmoll  edge  we  faw  a  row  of  flakes  or 
pallifadoes,  clofely  connected  together,  like  a  fortification, 
within  which,  by  the  help  of  our  glafles,  we  difeerned 
fomething  like  huts.  Thefe  places  we  fuppofed  to  be  what 
the  Spaniards  have  called  intrenchments  ;  but  they  bore  a 
great  refemblance  to  the  hippas  of  the  New  Zeelanders, 
which  are  commonly  fituated  on  high  ridges,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  pallifades. 

The  natives,  encouraged  by  the  trade  which  we  had  be¬ 
gun  the  evening  before,  came  off  in  feveral  canoes,  foon 
after  fun-rife,  and  brought  great  quantities  of  bread  fruit, 
which  we  bought  for  fmall  nails.  They  likewife  fold 
fome  bananas,  and  traded  very  fair  for  fome  time,  but 
without  venturing  to  come  on  board.  However,  after 
breakfafi,  it  appeared  that  their  difpolition  had  but  too 
much  fimiiarity  with  that  of  the  Taheitians.  Some  of 
them  began  to  deal  difhonefily  with  us,  receiving  the  nail 
for  wThich  they  had  offered  a  bread-fruit,  without  deliver¬ 
ing  it  in  return.  The  captain,  to  intimidate  them,  fired  a 
mufket  over  their  heads.  This  had  the  defired  effect,  and 
they  immediately  handed  up  the  fruit  for  which  we  had 
bargained.  Some  others,  after  they  had  fold  their  goods, 
came  on  board  to  be  gazed  at,  and  to  gaze.  While  cap. 

tain 
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tain  Cook  prepared  to  go  into  his  boat  with  my  father,  one 
of  thefe  natives,  finding  the  large  iron  fianchion  loofe,  to 
which  the  man-ropes  on  the  (hip’s  fide,  by  which  we  af- 
cended  or  defcended,  were  fattened,  fnatched  it  up,  leaped 
overboard  with  it,  and,  notwithstanding  its  weight,  fwam 
with  great  agility  to  his  canoe,  where  he  fecured  it.  This 
hazardous  enterprize  being  reported  to  captain  Cook,  who 

was  jutt:  ftepping  into  the  boat,  he  ordered  a  mufket  to  be 

* 

fired  over  the  native’s  head,  whilft  he  meant  to  come  round 
the  fhip,  to  recover  the  ftanchion.  The  mufket  was  fired, 
but  the  man  took  no  notice  of  it,  looking  about  him  with 
great  unconcern.  The  captain  hearing  it,  ordered  another 
to  be  fired,  and  put  off  from  the  (hip.  The  fecond  (hot 
had  no  other  effeeT  than  the  firtt: ;  upon  which  an  officer, 
who  that  moment  came  upon  deck,  fnatched  up  a  mufket, 
and  taking  exaft  aim,  (hot  the  man  through  the  head. 
His  companion  in  the  fame  canoe  inttantly  threw  the  iron 
into  the  fea,  which  had  been  the  caufe  of  this  unfortunate 
event.  The  captain  in  his  boat  came  up,  and  faw  the  ca¬ 
noe  full  of  blood,  and  the  dead  corfe  lying  in  it.  The 
other  native  baled  the  blood  out  into  the  fea,  and  then  retired 
to  the  Shore  with  all  the  other  canoes,  and  left  us  perfectly 
alone.  The  natives  on  the  beach  hauled  the  canoe  through 
the  furf,  and  carried  the  corfe  up  into  the  woods.  Pre¬ 
sently  after  we  heard  drums  beating,  and  faw  a  confider-* 
able  number  of  the  inhabitants  affembled  on  the  beach, 
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with  fpears  and  clubs  in  their  hands,  which  had  a  very 
unfriendly  appearance,  and  rather  feemed  to  threaten  that 
we  had  no  farther  refrefhments  to  expeft.  We  cannot  but 
lament,  that  the  time  in  which  this  man  was  killed,  by  a 
perfon  who  was  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  his  offence,  did 
not  admit  of  any  previous  confideration.  The  firft  difco- 
verers  and  conquerors  of  America  have  often,  and  very  de¬ 
servedly,  been  ftigmatifed  with  cruelty,  becaufe  they  treated 
the  wretched  nations  of  that  continent,  not  as  their  bre¬ 
thren,  but  as  irrational  beads,  whom  it  was  lawful  to  fhoot 
for  diverfion  ;  and  yet,  in  our  enlightened  age,  prejudice 
and  rafhnefs  have  often  proved  fatal  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  South  Sea.  Mahine  burft  into  tears,  when  he  faw 
one  man  killing  another  on  fo  trifling  an  occafion.  Let 
his  feelings  put  thofe  civilized  Europeans  to  the  blufli, 
who  have  humanity  fo  often  on  their  lips,  and  fo  Seldom 
in  their  hearts  ! 

Captain  Cook,  knowing  the  weak  condition  of  his  crew, 
was  unwilling  to  relinquish  the  hope  of  procuring  refrefh- 
ments  at  this  ifland  ;  and  therefore,  after  directing  the  (hip 
to  be  removed  deeper  into  the  harbour,  feledled  a  party  of 
marines  and  Sailors,  and  landed  under  the  vaulted  rocks  to 
the  northward,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sparrman,  Mahine,  my 
father,  and  myfelf.  A  great  troop  of  the  natives,  confiding 
of  more  than  a  hundred  men,  received  us  on  thefe  rocks 
with  fpears  and  clubs  in  their  hands,  of  which  they  did  not 

attempt 
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attempt  to  make  any  ufe.  We  approached  them  with  de- 
monftrations  of  friendship,  which  they  returned ;  and  our 
firfl;  requefl  was  that  they  Should  fit  down,  to  which  they 
inftantly  agreed.  We  then  endeavoured  to  Shew  the  bed 
fide  of  what  had  happened,  and  acquainted  them  that  we 
had  only  fhot  at  one  of  their  countrymen,  becaufe  he  had 
made  free  with  our  property ;  that  we  were  defirous  of  liv¬ 
ing  as  friends  with  them  ;  and  that  we  only  came  to  take  in 
wood,  water,  and  refreshments,  for  which  we  had  nails, 
hatchets,  and  other  curious  articles  to  offer  in  return.  The 
natives  were  pacified  by  our  Specious  reafonings  ;  they 
feemed  to  think  their  countryman  had  deferved  his  fate, 
and  conduced  us  round  the  beach  to  a  fine  brook,  where 
we  eftablifhed  our  waterers,  and  began  to  purchafe  Some 
fruits,  which  were  at  firfl  brought  down  very  Sparingly. 
For  greater  Security,  the  marines  were  drawn  up  in  a  line, 
under  arms,  and  our  return  to  the  water  Secured.  But  we 
had  no  occafion  for  theSe  precautions ;  the  people  with 
whom  we  dealt  were  too  honeft  to  break  a  peace  to  which 
they  had  confented,  and  of  too  gentle  a  diSpofition  to.  re¬ 
venge  the  death  of  a  man  whom  they  could  not  entirely  ac¬ 
quit.  In  a  fliort  time  our  trade  went  on  more  brifkly,  and 
the  natives  came  down  with  loads  of  plantanes,  bananas, 
and  bread-fruit  from  the  hills,  which  they  Sold  for  a  trilling 
consideration  of  iron  ware. 
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Among  the  croud  we  faw  no  women,  they  having  pro¬ 
bably  retired  to  the  mountains  on  the  firfl  alarm  ;  but  there 
were  fomc  men  better  armed  and  ornamented  than  the  reft, 
who  Teemed  to  be  their  leaders.  They  were  all  without 
cloathing,  having  nothing  but  a  fmall  piece  of  cloth  to 
cover  the  loins.  They  were  tall,  and  extremely  well 
limbed;  not  one  of  them  unweildly  or  corpulent  like  a 
Taheitian,  nor  meagre  and  fhrivelled  like  a  native  of  Eafter 
Iftand.  The  punctuation  which  almoft  entirely  covered  the 
men  of  a  middle  age,  made  it  difficult  to  diftinguifh  their 
elegance  of  form  ;  but  among  the  youths,  who  were  not  yet 
marked  or  tattowed,  it  was  eafy  to  difeover  beauties  fin- 
gularly  ftriking,  and  often  without  a  blemifh,  fuch  as  de¬ 
manded  the  admiration  of  all  beholders.  Many  of  them 
might  be  placed  near  the  famous  models  of  antiquity,  and 
would  not  fuflfer  in  the  comparifon  : 

Qualis  aut  Nireus  fuit,  aut  aquofa 
Raptus  ab  Ida.  Hor. 


The  natural  colour  of  thefe  youths  was  not  quite  To  dark 
as  that  of  the  common  people  in  the  Society  Ifles;  but  the 
men  appeared  to  be  infinitely  blacker,  on  account  of  the 
punCtures  which  covered  their  whole  body,  from  head  to 
foot.  Thefe  punCtures  were  difpofed  with  the  utmoft  re¬ 
gularity  ;  To  that  the  marks  on  each  leg,  arm,  and  cheek, 

and 
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and  on  the  correfponding  mufcles,  were  exatfily  firnilar. 
They  never  aflfumed  the  determinate  form  of  an  animal  or 
plant,  but  confided  of  a  variety  of  blotches,  fpirals,  bars, 
chequers,  and  lines,  which  had  a  moil  motley  appearance. 
Their  countenances  were  pleafing,  open,  and  full  of  viva¬ 
city  ;  their  eyes  were  large  and  dark- coloured  ;  their  hair 
black,  curled,  and  flrong  ;  a  few  excepted,  who  had  light- 
coloured  or  fandy  hair.  The  beard  however  was  thin  in 
general,  on  account  of  the  numerous  fears  of  punctures 
which  commonly  covered  that  part  of  the  face.  Tire  num¬ 
ber  of  ornaments,  in  fome  meafure,  might  be  faid  to  fup- 
ply  the  want  of  cloathing.  On  their  heads  many  of  them 
wore  a  kind  of  diadem;  this  confided  of  a  flat  bandage 
wrought  of  coco-nut  core,  on  the  outfide  of  which  feveral 
round  pieces  of  mother  of  pearl,  fome  of  them  five  inches 
in  diameter,  were  fixed,  covered  in  the  middle  with  a  plate 
of  tortoife-Ihell,  perforated  like  fret-work.  Several  tufts  of 
long,  black,  and  glofiy  cock’s  feathers  formed  the  plumes 
to  this  head-drefs,  which  was  really  beautiful  and  nobiein  its. 
kind.  Some  wore  round  coronets  of  the  fmall  ligulated 
feathers  of  the  man  of  war  bird,  and  others  a  circle,  from 
whence  feveral  ranges  of  twifled  firings  of  coco  nut  core, 
about  two  inches  long,  either  of  the  natural  colour,  or  dyed 
black,  diverged  round  the  head.  In  their  ears  they  fome- 
times  placed  two  flat  pieces  of  a  light  wood,  of  an  oval 
fliape,  about  three  inches  long,  covering  the  whole  car,  and 
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painted  them  white  with  lime.  Their  leaders  wore  a  kind 
of  gorget  round  the  neck,  or  rather  on  the  bread ;  it  confid¬ 
ed  of  fmall  portions  of  a  light  wood,  like  cork,  glued  to¬ 
gether  with  gum,  in  a  femicircular  form  *,  a  quantity  of 
* 

fcarlet-beans  (abrus  precatorius,  Linn.j  are  glued  all  round  it 
with  the  fame  gum,  forming  a  great  number  of  rows,  of 
the  length  of  two  or  three  inches.  Thofe  who  were  not 
pofTefTed  of  this  glaring  ornament,  at  lead  wore  a  dring 
round  the  neck,  and  fadened  it  to  a  piece  of  Ihcll,  which  was 
cut  and  polifhed  in  the  fhapc  of  a  large  tooth.  They  were 
alfo  fond  of  having  bunches  of  human  hair  tied  on  a  dring 
round  their  waid,  arms,  knees,  and  ancles.  All  thefe  orna¬ 
ments  they  freely  parted  with  for  a  triding  condderation, 
except  the  lad,  which  they  valued  very  highly,  though  they 
were  the  ufual  refulence  of  many  vermin.  It  is  probable  that 
thefe  bunches  of  hair  were  worn  in  remembrance  of  their 

/ 

dead  relations,  and  therefore  looked  upon  with  fome  venera¬ 
tion  ;  or  elfe  they  may  be  the  fpoils  of  their  enemies,  worn 
as  the  honourable  tedimonies  of  victory.  However  a  large 
nail,  or  fomething  which  druck  their  eyes,  commonly  got 
the  better  of  their  fcruples. 

After  we  had  made  thefe  obfervations  on  the  people  who 
furrounded  us,  we  left  the  beach,  and  rambled  through  the 
woods  at  a  fliort  didance  from  captain  Cook’s  dation,  col¬ 
lecting  feveral  plants,  of  which  we  had  feen  the  greated 
part  at  the  Society  Idands.  As  we  did  not  care  to  advance 

far 
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far  into  the  country  the  firft  day,  we  confined  ourfelves  to 
the  low  land,  which  bordered  upon  the  beach,  and  which 
we  found  entirely  uninhabited.  However  we  met  with  a 
number  of  fquare  compartments  among  the  trees,  laid  out 
with  great  fiones,  moftly  of  a  regular  fquare  figure;  which 
we  afterwards  learnt,  were  the  foundations  of  their  houfes. 
It  may  be  conje&ured  from  thence,  that  thefe  places  have 
been  abandoned,  on  account  of  fome  inconvenience  of  the 
ground  ;  or  that  they  are  only  made  ufe  of  at  certain  fea- 
fons.  All  this  part  was  deftitute  of  plantations,  and  co¬ 
vered  with  foreft-trees,  fome  of  which  feemed  to  be  very 
good  timber.  The  natives  did  not  attempt  to  flop  us,  and 
left  us  to  purfue  our  walk  entirely  by  ourfelves.  A  little 
hill,  covered  with  long  grafs  up  to  our  middle,  and  broken 
into  a  perpendicular  wall  to  the  fea,  juts  forward,  and  di¬ 
vides  this  beach  from  another  to  the  fouthward.  On  the 
north  fide  of  this  hill  we  found  a  fine  fpring  of  clear  water, 
in  the  very  place  where  the  Spanifh  navigators  have  defcribed 
it,  which  gullies  out  of  the  rock,  and  is  colle<5ted  in  a  little 
bafon,  from  whence  it  flows  into  the  fea.  A  brook  runs 
down  from  the  higher  hills  clofe  to  it ;  another  more  con- 
fiderable  defcends  on  the  middle  of  the  beach,  and  fupplied 
us  with  water;  and  again  another  is  to  be  met  with  in  the 
northern  corner.  This  ifland  is  therefore  extremely  well 
watered  ;  and  the  vegetation,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants, 
evidently  derive  great  benefit  from  it  in  this  hot  climate. 
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We  foon  returned  to  the  trading  place  with  our  acquifitions* 
and  converted  with  the  natives,  who  had  now  fo  far  laid 
afide  their  diftruft,  as  to  part  with  their  arras  to  us  for  our 
iron  tools.  Thefe  weapons  were  all  made  of  the  club- 
wood,  or  cafuarina*,  and  were  either  plain  fpears,  about 
eight  or  ten  feet  long,  or  clubs,  which  commonly  had  a 
large  knob  at  one  end.  Captain  Cook  had  been  very  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  meanwhile,  having  procured  a  great  quantity 
of  fruit  and  feveral  hogs,  with  all  which  we  embarked  in 
our  boats  at  noon.  The  weather  which  had  been  very 
warm  on  fliore,  was  really  much  cooler  on  board,  where  the 
wind  came  down  in  ftrong  gulls  from  the  mountains* 
fometimes  attended  with  fmall  fhowers* 

In  the  afternoon  I  remained  on  board,  but  my  father  ac¬ 
companied  the  captain  on  fhore,  and  went  up  the  hill  a  little 
way  to  a  wretched  hut ;  but  finding  no  inhabitants  there, 
who  had  probably  been  alarmed  by  their  fhooting  at 
birds,  he  put  feveral  nails  on  a  few  bread-fruit,  which  he  faw 
clofe  to  the  hut,  and  then  defcended  to  the  beach  with  fome 
botanical  acquifitions.' 

Seven  canoes  arrived  about  the  {hip  from  La  Dominica 
the  next  morning,  whilft  feveral  others  from  St.  Chriflina 
went  up  the  {trait.  The  former  feemed  to  be  of  the  fame 
nation  with  thofe  with  whom  we  were  already  ac- 


*  The  Taheitians  call  it-  tba,  which  fignifics  war,  becaufe  it  furnifhes  the  in- 
flruments  of  bloodffied.  , 
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^juainted,  and  brought  the  fame  fruits  to  fell,  which 
we  had  purchafed  in  this  ifland.  We  went  on 
fhore  after  breakfaft,  and  found  our  friendly  natives  af- 
fembled  on  the  beach.  Among  them  was  a  chief,  who 
was  dreffed  in  a  cloak  manufactured  of  the  paper-mul¬ 
berry  bark,  like  the  Taheitian  cloth,  and  who  wore  the  dia¬ 
dem,  the  gorget,  the  ear-pendants,  and  bunches  of  hair. 
We  learnt  that  this  man  was  the  king  of  the  whole  ifland, 
though  he  had  not  great  refpect  fhewn  him.  He  pre- 
fented  captain  Cook  with  fome  fruits  and  hogs,  and  conti¬ 
nued  in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  people  the  whole  day. 
He  acquainted  us  that  his  name  was  Honoo  *,  and  that  he 
was  be-ka-ai,  which  was  doubtlefs  a  title  correfponding 
to  the  aree  of  Taheitee,  and  areekee  of  the  Friendly  Iflands. 
He  feemed  to  be  a  very  good-natured,  intelligent  man,  a 
character  fo  prevalent  in  his  countenance,  that  Mr.  Hodges, 
who  drew  his  picture,  could  not  fail  of  exprefling  it,  as 
may  be  feen  in  the  print  of  him,  in  captain  Cook’s  ac¬ 
count  of  this  voyage.  We  enquired  for  the  name  of  this 
ifland  and  the  adjacent  ones,  and  found  that  St.  Chriftina 
was  called  Waitahoo,  La  Dominica  Heevaroa,  and  St. 
Pedro  Onateyo.  Mahine,  who  was  exceflively  fond  of 

*  This  word  fignifies  a  turtle,  or  fea-tortoife,  in  the  Taheitian  language  j 
it  is  therefore  probable  that  the  names  of  thefe  people  fometimes  are  taken  from 
animals,  like  thofe  ot  the  North- American  Indians.  In  the  fame  manner  0—Too% 
the  name  of  the  king  of  Taheitee,  fignifies  a  heron. 
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thefe  people,  on  account  of  the  vaft  fimilarity  between  their 
manners,  language  and  perfons,  and  thofe  of  his  nation, 
was  continually  engaged  in  converfation  with  them,  and 
purchafed  a  great  number  of  their  ornaments.  He  fhewed 
them  many  cuftoms  of  his  country,  with  which  they  were 
unacquainted,  and  among  thefe  was  the  method  of  light¬ 
ing  a  fire,  by  rubbing  together  the  dry  flicks  of  the  hibifcus 
tiliaceus ,  to  which  they  were  extremely  attentive.  Captain 
Cook  found  a  great  quantity  of  vegetables,  fome  fowls 
and  hogs,  at  the  trading  place,  which  he  purchafed  for 
fmall  nails,  knives,  pieces  of  cloth,  &c.  The  red  feathers 
of  Tonga-Tabboo,  or  Amflerdam  Ifland,  were  likewife  in 
great  repute  here,  and  the  natives  gave  many  head-drefles, 
and  other  ornaments,  in  exchange  for  them.  We  faw  only 
one  woman  this  day,  who  fat  down  in  the  circle  of  her  - 
countrymen,  and  was  drefted  in  a  piece  of  cloth  made  of 
bark,  like  the  women  of  the  Society  Iflands.  She  was  an 
elderly  woman,  and  fcarce  difiinguifhable  from  a  Taheitian. 
We  walked  this  day  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  rivulet.  After  crofling  a  clear  fpot,  from  whence 
we  had  a  full  profpecT  of  the  harbour,  we  entered  a  thick 
wood,  where,  we  faw  chiefly  the  ratta,  or  Taheitee  nut- 
trees  ( inocarpus  *)  which  grew  to  a  confiderable  fize  and 
height,  and  fome  fine  bread-fruit  trees  j  both  which  are 

*  See  Forft.  Nova  Genera  Plantar. 
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planted  in  the  plains  at  Taheitee,  the  heat  being  lefs  vio¬ 
lent  there  than  at  thefe  iflands.  At  lad  we  came  to  one 
of  the  huts  of  the  natives,  which,  in  comparifon  with  the 
lofty  houfes  of  the  Society  Iflands,  was  only  a  wretched 
hovel.  It  was  placed  on  an  elevated  platform  of  Rones, 
which  were  not  fmooth  and  even  enough  to  form  a  very 
comfortable  couch,  though  they  were  covered  with  mats. 
On  this  bafe  the  natives  had  eredled  a  quantity  of  bamboo- 
canes,  clofely  connected  together,  between  five  and  fix  feet 
high,  above  which  the  roof  rofe  in  a  ridge  at  top,  confid¬ 
ing  of  fmall  flicks,  thatched  with  the  leaves  of  the  firead- 
fruit  and  ratta  tree.  The  whole  houfe  might  be  about  fif¬ 
teen  feet  long,  and  eight  or  ten  feet  broad,  and  the  method 
of  placing  it  on  a  foundation  of  flones,  fecmed  to  intimate 
that  the  country  is  fubjeft  to  heavy  rains  and  inundations 
at  certain  feafons.  We  faw  fome  large  wooden  troughs 
here,  and  found  pieces  of  bread-fruit,  mixed  with  water, 
in  them.  Three  natives  appeared  near  the  hut,  who,  at 
our  defire,  went  down  about  a  hundred  yards  to  the  brook, 
and  brought  us  fome  frefli  water  to  drink.  Having  re¬ 
warded  them  for  their  readinefs  to  ferve  us,  we  walked  to 
the  beach,  and  from  thence  returned  on  board.  In  getting 
into  our  boat,  we  ran  the  greatefl  rifk  in  the  world  of  be¬ 
ing  overfet,  and  were  wetted  by  the  furf,  which  broke  upon 
the  rocks.  Mahine,  who  Hill  remained  on  fhore,  plunged 
into  the  water,  and  fwam  to  the  boat,  to  prevent  our  ex- 
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pofing  ourfelves  once  more  to  the  fame  danger  in  taking 
him  in. 

Dr.  Sparrman  Raid  on  board  with  me  in  the  afternoon, 
defcribing  and  drawing  fome  plants  which  we  had  collected 
in  the  morning  ;  but  my  father  returned  afliore  with  the 
captain  to  the  fouthern  beach,  where  he  found  feveral  ha¬ 
bitations  near  the  fea,  but  faw  no  women.  This  was  the 
fame  beach  to  which  the  natives  had  carried  the  dead  body 
of  their  countryman.  They  were  conduced  to  a  houfe, 
which  had  been  that  unfortunate  man’s  dwelling,  and  faw 

feveral  hogs  there,  now  the  property  of  his  fon,  a  youth  of 

• 

fifteen  years,  to  whom  they  made  feveral  expiatory  pre- 
fents.  Our  people  enquired  for  his  female  relations,  but 
were  told  they  remained  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  to 
weep  and  mourn  for  the  dead.  We  had  fome  reafon  to 
fufpeft,  from  this  account,  that  the  pallifades  or  enclofures 
along  the  top  of  the  rock,  furrounded  the  burying-places 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  captain  pur.chafed  a  quantity  of 
fruit,  and  feveral  hogs,  at  this  beach  ;  and  though  he  was 
in  the  midi!  of  the  relations  of  a  man  whom  our  people 
had  killed,  he  did  not  perceive  the  lead  animofity  or  fpirit 
of  revenge  among!!  them. 

The  next  morning  Dr.  Sparrman  went  on  fhore  with  me 
to  the  watering  place,  where  the  trade  for  provifions  was  very 
considerable.  Our  iron  ware  was  however  lowered  in  va- 
Jue  at  leaf!  two  hundred  per  cent,  fmee  our  anchorage  in 

the 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 


the  harbour.  Our  fmall  nails,  which  they  had  eagerly 
taken  at  firft,  were  now  no  longer  current ;  and  even  the 
large  ones  were  no-t  much  coveted.  Beads  were  not 
efteemed  at  all ;  but  ribbons,  cloth,  and  other  trifles  were 
more  agreeable.  Some  large  hogs  were  purchafed  for 
pieces  of  the  mulberry-bark,  covered  with  red  feathers, 
which  we  had  obtained  at  the  ifiandof  Amfterdam  or  Tonga- 
Tabboo. 

The  weather  was  exceedingly  hot  this  day,  for  which  rea- 
fon  many  of  the  inhabitants  made  ufe  of  large  fans  to  cool 
themfelves.  Thefe  fans,  of  which  they  fold  us  a  great 
number,  were  formed  of  a  kind  of  tough  bark  or  grafs, 
very  firmly  and  curioufly  plaited,  and  frequently  whitened 
with  fhell-lime.  Some  alfo  had  large  feathered  leaves*, 
which  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  an  umbrella,  and  upon 
examination,  were  found  to  belong  to  the  corypha  umbraculi- 
fera ,  Linn,  a  kind  of  palm.  The  fans  are  reprefentcd  on  a 
reduced  fcale  on  the  fame  plate,  with  the  head-drefles  of 
thefe  people,  and  inferted  in  captain  Cook’s  account  of  this, 
voyage. 

Notwithftanding  the  immenfe  heat  of  the  day,  we  re- 
folved  to  afcend  the  mountain,  in  hopes  of  being  well  re¬ 
warded  for  the  trouble,  by  the  difcoveries  we  fliould  make. 
The  pallifades  at  the  top  were  particularly  what  we  aimed 
at,  none  of  our  people  having  hitherto  any  idea  of  them,. 
Mr.  Patton  and  two  other  gentlemen  were  of  the  party.  We 
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foon  crofied  the  fine  rivulet,  at  which  our  people  watered, 
and  followed  the  path  on  the  north  fide,  feeing  that  the 
greateft  number  of  inhabitants  had  come  down  from 
thence.  The  afcent  was  at  firft  not  very  fatiguing  ;  feve- 
ral  gentle  hills  formed  the  fore-ground,  which  were  almoft 
level  on  the  fummits,  and  contained  feveral  fpacious  planta¬ 
tions  of  bananas,  in  excellent  order.  Thefe  fpots  always 
opened  upon  us  unexpectedly,  as  the  reft  of  our  way  lay 
through  a  clofe  tufted  wood  of  fruit-trees,  mixed  with 
other  forts,  extremely  pleafant  to  us,-  on  account  of  the 

thick  and  cooling  fhade.  Here  and  there  we  met  with  a 

» 

folitary  coco-nut  palm,  which,  far  from  lifting  its  royal 

v 

head  with  becoming  pride,  was  out-topped  and  hid  by 
meaner  trees.  In  general  thefe  trees  do  not  thrive  well 
upon  mountains,  preferring  a  low  fituation  ;  infomuch  that 
they  abound  upon  the  coral-ledges,  where  they  have  fcarcely 
foil  fufficient  to  take  root.  A  few  natives  accompanied  us, 
and  fome  others  met  us  with  fruit,  which  they  carried  to 
our  trading  place.  In  proportion  as  we  afcended,  we  palled 
a  number  of  their  houfes,  which  were  all  built  upon  an 
elevated  bafe  of  ftones,  and  exaCtly  upon  the  plan  of  that 
which  I  have  defcribed,  page  2  1 .  Some  of  them  feemed 
to  be  very  lately  built,  and  looked  very  clean  within  ;  but  we 
could  not  diftinguifh  the  number  of  beds  in  them,  of  which 
the  Spaniards  make  mention,  and  fufpeCled  that  they  only 
meant  different  mats  fpread  on  the  floor.  The  ground  be¬ 
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came  much  fteeper  and  rugged  as  we  advanced.  The  ri¬ 
vulet  frequently  ran  in  a  deep  glen,  on  the  brink  of  which 
the  path  was  rather  dangerous.  We  were  likewife  obliged 
to  crofs  the  water  feveral  times  in  our  way ;  but  always 
found  the  habitations  more  numerous  towards  the  top. 
We  relied  in  feveral  places,  and  were  prefented  with  fruit 
and  a  little  water  by  the  natives,  who  refembled  the  Ta- 
heitians  too  much  in  other  refpe&s,  to  be  unlike  them  in 
hofpitality.  We  never  faw  a  fingle  deformed,  nor  even  ill- 
proportioned  man  among  them;  all  were  ftrong,  tall,  well- 
limbed,  and  adive  in  the  greateft  degree.  The  nature  of 
their  country  contributes  towards  their  activity  ;  and  the  ex- 
eicife  which  they  are  obliged  to  take,  probably  preferves 
their  elegance  of  form.  Having  advanced  near  three  miles 
from  the  fea  fide,  vve  faw  a  young  woman,  who  came  out 
of  a  houfe  before  us,  and  haftened.up  the  hills  as  fail  as  we 
advanced.  She  was  d relied  in  a  piece  of  cloth,'  made  of  the 
mulberry-tree’s  bark,  and  reaching  to  the  knees.  Her  fea¬ 
tures  were  like  thofe  of  the  Taheitee  women,  as  far  as  we 
could  difcern  at  the  dillance  of  thirty  yards,  which  {he  took 
care  to  preferve  between  herfelf  and  us,  and  her  ftature  was 
middle  fized.  The  natives  made  many  figns  to  us  to  return, 
and  feemed  to  be  very  uneafy  and  much  difpleafed  at  our 
piogiefs.  Dr.  Sparrman  and  myfelf,  defirous  of  preferving 
the  plants  which  we  had  collected,  turned  back,  whilll  Mr. 

Patton  and  the  reft  went  on  about  two  miles  farther,  with- 
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out  feeing  any  thing  more  than  ourfelves.  We  were  the 
more  eafily  perfuaded  to  defid  from  our  purpofe,  as  the  heat 
of  the  day,  our  precarious  Rate  of  health,  and  the  fatigue  of 
the  afcent,  had  entirely  exhauded  us,  and  as  we  faw  no 
profpetft  of  reaching  the  fummit.  It  appeared  indeed  at 
lead  three  miles  didant  from  the  place  where  we  flopped, 
the  greated  part  of  which  feemed  to  be  infinitely  deeper  than 
what  we  had  hitherto  left  behind  us.  The  whole  ground, 
as  far  as  we  had  gone,  was  covered  with  a  rich  mould,  and 
contained  excellent  plantations,  and  groves  of  various  fruit- 
trees.  The  rocks  under  this  mould,  which  appeared  chicdy 
near  the  banks  of  the  rivulet,  or  on  the  broken  fides  of  the 
path,  contained  volcanic  productions,  or  different  kinds  of 
lava,  fome  of  which  are  full  of  white  and  greenifh  fherls. 
Thefe  idands  are  therefore  fimilar,  in  regard  to  their  origin 
and  the  nature  of  their  minerals,  to  the  Society  Idands,  the 
greater  part  of  which  feem  to  have  had  burning  moun¬ 
tains.  About  the  houfes  we  frequently  faw  hogs,  and  fowls 
of  a  large  fort,  and  now  and  then  fome  rats.  The  trees 
were  likevvife  inhabited  by  feveral  fmall  birds,  which  re- 
fembled  thofe  of  Taheitee  and  the  Society  Idands  ;  but  they 
were  not  frequent,  and  in  no  great  variety.  The  Marque- 
fas,  upon  the  whole,  fo  much  refcmble  the  Society  Idands, 
that  they  only  feemed  to  want  the  beautiful  ambient  plain, 
and  the  coral  reef,  which  forms  their  excellent  harbours. 
No  people  in  the  South  Sea,  whom  we  had  hitherto  met 
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with  were  fo  much  like  each  other  in  form,  cuftoms,  and 
language,  as  the  inhabitants  of  both  thefe  groups  of  ifiands. 

The  principal  difference  feemed  to  lie  in  the  different  de- 

/  * 

grees  of  cleanlinefs.  The'  Taheitians,  and  their  next 
neighbours  of  the,  Society  Ifiands,  are  perhaps  the 
cleanlieft  people  under  the  fun ;  they  bathe  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  and  wafli  their  hands  and  face  before  and  after 
every  meal.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Marquefas  did  not 
make  their  ablutions  fo  frequently,  and  were  befides  very 
flovenly  in  the  manner  of  preparing  their  meals.  Their 
principal  food  is  bread-fruit,  which  they  roafl  over  the  fire, 
rarely  baking  it  under  ground  ;  when  it  is  fufficiently 
done,  they  put  it  into  a  very  dirty  wooden  trough,  out  of 
which  their  hogs  are  fed  at  other  times,  and  mix  it  up 
with  water.  This  mixture  they  fcoop  out  with  their 
hands.  They  alfo  prepare  fermented  pafie  from  their 
bread-fruit,  of  which  they  make  the  fame  kind  of  acidu¬ 
lous  pottage,  which  is  a  great  dainty  with  the  Taheitian 

✓ 

chiefs.  Their  bread-fruit  is  doubtlefs  the  largefl  and  mofl 
delicious  which  we  ever  tailed;  and  as  we  bought  many  of 
them  perfectly  ripe,  we  found  them  as  foft  as  a  kind  of 
cuftard,  and  in  that  flate  too  lufcious  to  be  eaten.  Their 
food  confifls  of  the  fame  variety  of  fruit  and  roots  which 
are  common  at  Taheitee,  except  the  apple  (fpondias .)  Their 
diet  is  chiefly  vegetable  ;  though  they  have  hogs  and  fowls, 
and  catch  abundance  of  fifli  at  certain  times.  Their  drink 
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is  purely  water,  fince  coco-nuts  are  fcarce,  at  lead  in  the' 
parts  which  we  vilited.  It  is  however  to  be  fufpe£ledj  that 
fince  they  have  the  pepper-root,  and  make  ufe  of  it  as  a 
fign  of  peace,  like  the  other  iflanders,  they  may  alfo  prepare 
the  fame  dainty  beverage  from  it,  with  which  the  others 
intoxicate  themfelves.  They  are  peculiarly  cleanly  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  egsjl'a.  At  the  Society  Iflands  the  wanderer’s 
eyes  and  nofe  are  offended  every  morning,  in  the  midft  of  a 
path,  with  the  natural  effects  of  a  found  digeflion :  but  the 
natives  of  the  Marquefas  are  accuftomed,  after  the  manner 
of  our  cats,  to  bury  the  offenfive  objedts  in  the  earth;  At 
Taheitee,  indeed,  they  depend  on  the  friendly  afliflance  of 
rats,  who  greedily  devour  thefe  odoriferous  dainties  ;  nay. 
they  feemed  to  be  convinced  that  their  cuftom  is  the  mod 
proper  in  the  world  ;  for  their  witty  countryman,  Tupaya 
(Tupia),  found  fault  with  our  want  of  delicacy,  when  he 
faw  a  little  building,  appropriated  to  the  rites  of  Cloacina* 
in  every  houfe  at  Batavia. 

We  haflened  down  to  the  fea-fide,  in  order  to  reach  it 
before  our  boats  put  off.  When  we  came  to  the  fhip,  we 
found  it  furrounded  with  canoes  from  different  parts,  who 
brought  feveral  hogs  and  plenty  of  bananas  for  fale.  The 
alarm  which  our  unfortunate  atR  of  violence  had  fpread 
among  the  natives  on  the  firft  day,  was  now  forgotten,  and 
they  came  into  the  fhip  in  great  numbers,  converfing  fa* 
miliarly  with  our  people,  and  expreffmg  great  fatisfa&ion. 

at 
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at  every  thing  which  they  faw.  They  had  even  fo  far 
laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  what  had  happened,  that  many 
began  to  pilfer  again,  as  often  as  an  opportunity  offered  ; 
however,  if  they  were  detected,  they  never  failed  to  return 
very  quietly  what  they  had  taken.  They  frequently  danced 
upon  the  decks,  for  the  diverfion  of  our  failors  ;  and  in 
thefe  dances  we  obferved  a  ftriking  refemblance  with  thofe 
of  Taheitee.  It  appeared  likewife  that  their  mufic  was 
nearly  the  fame,  efpecially  as  they  had  the  fame  kind  of 
drums,  of  which  Mahine  purchafed  one.  Their  canoes 
were  likewife  very  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Taheitee,  but  of  no 
great  fize.  The  heads  commonly  had  fome  flat  upright 
piece,  on  which  the  human  face  was  coarfely  carved  ;  and 
their  fails  were  made  of  mats,  triangular,  and  very  broad 
at  the  top.  The  paddles  which  they  ufed  were  made  of  a. 
heavy  hard  wood,  fhort,  but  fharp-pointed,  and  with  a 
knob  at  the  upper  end. 

I  Raid  on  board  in  the  afternoon,  and  ranged  the  col¬ 
lections  which  we  had  hitherto  made.  In  the  evening,, 
captain  Cook,  with  fome  officers,  Mr.  Hodges,  Dr.  Sparr- 
man,  and  my  father,  returned  on  board,  having  been  out 
all  the  afternoon  to  vifit  two  coves  to  the  fouth  of  our  har¬ 
bour.  They  found  thefe  places  extremely  open,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fea,  and  run  great  rilk  in  landing  and  embark¬ 
ing,  on  account  of  the  prodigious  furf  on  the  beach.  They’ 
met  with  abundance  of  refreffiments  for  their  pains,  andl 
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purchafed  feveral  hogs.  The  natives  were  lefs  refer ved  in 
both  places  than  in  our  harbour,  and  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  of  women  appeared  among  them,  with  whom  the 
boat’s  crew  foon  became  acquainted,  fince  feveral  of  them 
had  as  much  complaifance  as  certain  ladies  at  the  Society 
and  Friendly  Iflands,  New  Zeeland,  and  Eafter  Illand.  They 
were  inferior  to  the  men  in  ftature,  but  well  proportioned, 
and  fome  in  feature  approached  the  pleafing  contour  of 
the  Taheitian  women  of  quality.  Their  general  colour  was 
the  fame  as  among  the  common  people  of  the  Society 
Iflands,  and  only  very  few  were  a  little  fairer  than  the  reft. 
No  pun6lures  were  obferved  on  them,  though  the  other 
fex  are  fo  much  accuftomed  to  disfigure  themfelves  with 
this  unfightly  ornament.  One  of  the  handfomeft  confented 
to  be  drawn  by  Mr.  Hodges,  and  an  exaft  engraving,  made 
from  his  drawing,  is  inferted  in  captain  Cook’s  account  of 
this  voyage.  All  the  women  wore  pieces  of  cloth  of  the 
mulberry  bark,  of  different  forts  ;  but  the  variety  of  thefe 
cloths  was  very  trifling,  compared  with  what  it  is  at  Ta- 
heitec ;  and  it  feemed  the  quantity  was  likewife  inconlider- 
able,  for,  inftead  of  being  wrapped  up  in  that  number  of 
pieces,  fo  common  among  the  luxurious  chiefs  of  that 
ifland,  they  only  wore  a  Angle  ahow  or  cloak,  which  co¬ 
vered  them  from  the  fhoulders  to  the  knees.  Round  their 
necks  they  fometimes  had  a  few  loofe  firings,  which  were 
not  very  ornamental  ;  but  our  people  took  notice  of  no 

other 
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other  finery  among  them.  After  a  fhort  flay,  our  party  pre¬ 
pared  to  return  to  their  boat.  One  of  the  failors,  having 
been  inattentive  to  his  duty,  received  feveral  blows  from  the 
captain.  This  trifling  circumftance  would  not  deferve  a  place 
in  this  narrative,  but  for  the  obfervation,  which  the  natives 
made  upon  it.  As  foon  as  they  faw  it,  they  fhewed  it  one  to 
another,  and  exclaimed  tape  a-hai  te  tina,  “  he  beats  his  bro¬ 
ther.”  We  were  well  convinced  ftom  other  inflanccs  that 
they  knew  the  difference  between  the  commander  and  his 
people  ;  but  it  appeared  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  looked 
upon  us  all  as  brethren.  The  mofl  natural  inference  in 
my  mind  is,  that  they  only  applied  an  idea  to  us  in  this 
cafe,  which  really  exifls  with  regard  to  themfelves.  They 
probably  look  on  themfelves  as  one  family,  of  which  the 
eldefl-born  is  the  chief  or  king.  As  their  community 
is  not  yet  arrived  at  that  degree  of  civilization  which 
the  Taheitians  enjoy,  a  difference  of  rank  does  not 
take  place  among  them  and  their  political  confiitution  has 
not  acquired  a  fettled  monarchical  form.  The  nature  of 
their  country,  which  requires  a  greater  labour  and  culture 

than  Taheitee,  is  one  great  caufe  of  this  difference  ;  for  fince 

’  % 

the  means  of  fubfiftence  are  not  fo  eafily  attained,  the  popu¬ 
lation  and  the  general  luxury,  cannot  be  fo  confderablc, 
and  the  people  remain  upon  a  level.  Agreeable  to  this  ob- 
fervation,  we  have  found  that  no  particular  honour  or  re- 
fpeft  was  paid  to  their  kingHoNQo,  whovifited  us  on  the 
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fecond  day  after  our  arrival.  All  his  pre-eminence  feemed 
to  confift  in  his  drefs,  which  was  more  complete  than  that 
of  many  of  his  people,  who  by  choice,  or  through  indo¬ 
lence,  go  naked  in  a  happy  tropical  climate,  where  cloath- 
ing  is  not  wanted. 

The  next  morning  the  captain  went  to  the  fame  cove 
again,  but  was  much  lefs  fuccefsful  than  on  the  preceding 
evening.  The  natives,  who  were  not  yet  fufficiently  ac-* 
quainted  with  the  excellence  and  durability  of  our  iron 
ware,  refufed  to  take  it  any  longer,  and  coveted  a  number 
of  articles,  which  it  was  not  in  our  power  to  part  with.  In 
the  afternoon,  therefore,  we  weighed  the  anchor,  and  Rood 
out  of  the  harbour  of  Madre  de  Dios,  where  we  had  lain 
fomething  lefs  than  four  days.  We  had  provided  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  excellent  water  during  that  time,  and 
obtained  a  very  falutary  fupply  of  refrefhments  from  a 

friendly  and  wcli-difpofed  people.  Our  acquifitions  in  na- 

> 

tural  hiflory  had  been  but  inconfiderable,  from  the  great 
limilarity  of  this  ifiand  to  Taheitee  and  the  adjacent 
group,  and  on  account  of  our  very  fhort  flay.  The  fame 
caufes  had  iikewife  prevented  our  forming  a  more  perfect 
acquaintance  with  the-  natives,  who  feemed  to  be  well 
worth  the  contemplation  of  philofophic  travellers.  We 
particularly  regretted,  that  it  had  not  been  in  our  power  to 
examine  thofe  enclofures  on  the  fummits  of  the  moun¬ 
tain,  which,  as  I  ftill  fufpeCt,  have  forne  connection  with 

their 
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their  religious  rites.  The  Spaniards  make  mention  of  an 
oracle  *,  which,  from  their  accounts,  feems  to  have  been  a 
burying  place,  like  thofe  of  the  Society  Idands;  but  we 
were  likewife  unfortunate  enough  not  to  meet  with  any 
thing  of  this  kind.  The  number  of  thefe  good  people  can¬ 
not  be  very  confiderable,  on  account  of  the  fmall  fize  of  the 
idands  which  they  inhabit.  Wditahoo ,  or  St.  Chriftina,  is 
about  eight  leagues  in  circuit  ;  O-Heeva-roa  f,  or  Dominica, 
fifteen  leagues  ;  Onateyo ,  or  St.  Pedro,  three  leagues  ;  and 
Magdalena,  which  we  only  faw  at  a  great  didance,  five 
leagues,  according  to  the  Spanifh  account.  The  natives  of 
thefe  different  Elands,  we  have  great  reafon  to  believe,  are 
all  of  one  and  the  fame  tribe,  like  the  people  of  Taheitee 
and  the  Society  Ifles  ;  we  may  at  leaf!  affirm  it  with  cer¬ 
tainty  of  thofe  of  St.  Chriftina  and  Dominica,  having  con¬ 
vened  and  traded  with  both.  The  idand  of  Dominica,  the 
largefl  of  the  Marquefas,  is  fo  exceflively  deep  and  craggy 
in  many  parts,  that  its  inhabitants  cannot  be  fo  numerous 
as  thofe  of  St.  Chriftina  in  proportion  to  its  fize.  Such  fpots 
as  are  fit  for  culture  are  very  populous  in  thefe  idands  ;  but 
as  they  are  all  very  mountainous,  and  have  many  inaccedibie 

4 

*  See  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  Collection  of  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  68. 

-fit  is  remarkable,  that  this  name  occurs  in  the  lift  of  iflands  which  Tupaya 
and  other  natives  of  the  Society  Ifles  communicated  to  their  Englifh  friends.  The 
people  of  the  Marquefas  who  could  not  pronounce  the  r,  always  faid  O-Heeva-oa. 
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and  barren  rocks,  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  the  whole 
population  of  this  group  amounts  to  fifty  thoufand  per- 
fons.  The  Spaniards,  who  difcovered  them,  found  their 
manners  gentle  and  inofFenfive,  if  we  except  a  trifling  dif¬ 
ference  at  Magdalena,  which  probably  arofe  from  fome 
mifunderflanding,  or  from  the  impetuous  temper  of  thofe 
navigators.  When  we  arrived  amongft  them,  we  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  every  mark  of  friendlhip.  They  prefented  us 
with  roots  of  pepper,  and  branches  of  tamannoo  (calophylhtm 
inophyllum ,  Linn.)  in  fign  of  peace  ;  they  fold  us  their  provi- 
fions  ;  and  though  we  killed  one  of  their  brethren,  they  con¬ 
tinued  the  fame  kind  treatment,  and  permitted  us  to  roam 
about  their  country  to  a  great  diftance  without  moleftation. 
This  behaviour,  their  manners,  their  beautiful  forms,  their 
dreffes,  provifions,  embarkations,  and  their  language,  prove 
that  they  have  the  fame  origin  with  the  Taheitians,  and  only 
differ  from  them  in  a  few  refpefrs,  which  the  nature  of 
their  country  required.  The  advantages  which  the  rich 
encircling  plains  bellow  on  the  Taheitians  and  their  near 
neighbours,  mull  drop  in  great  meafure  at  the  Marquefas. 
When  they  have  cultivated  as  much  ground  as  will  afford 
them  the  means  of  fubfiftence,  there  is  none  remaining  for 
thofe  extenfive  plantations  of  mulberry-trees,  which  every 
where  ftrike  the  eye  at  Taheitee:  indeed  if  they  had  the 
ground,  they  cannot  afford  to  bellow  the  time  which  this 

branch 
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branch  of  culture  requires.  The  great  fources  ofTaheitian 
affluence  and  luxury,  their  profulion  of  food,  and  their  vaR 
variety  and  quantity  of  cloth,  do  not  exill  in  the  Mar- 
quefas :  but  the  inhabitants  have  a  competence  ;  they  arc 
all  equal  among  themfelves  ;  they  are  a&ive,  very  healthy, 
and  beautifully  made  ;  there  is  nothing  which  can  make 
them  unhappy,  by  debarring  them  the  means  of  obeying 
nature’s  voice.  The  Taheitians  have  more  comforts  and 
conveniences  j  they  have  perhaps  fuperior  Ikill  in  the  arts, 
and  thefe  things  give  them  a  greater  reliffl  for  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  life  j  but  to  balance  thefe  advantages,  they  are  no 
longer  upon  a  level ;  one  part  lives  by  the  labours  of  the 
other,  and  difeafes  already  wait  upon  their  excefles. 

» . . —  Scilicet  improbae 

Crefcunt  divitiae,  tamen 

Curtaenefcio  quid  Temper  abeft  rei.  Hoa. 

The  fruits  and  frefli  meat  which  we  obtained  at  the 
Marquefas,  may  be  confidered  as  the  firft  relloratives  after 
a  cruize  of  four  months  and  a  half ;  during  which  we  vi- 
fited  the  frozen  zone  to  7  1  deg.  and  the  torrid  to  9'-  deg, 
S.  latitude.  The  fmall  fupply  of  potatoes  at  Ealler  Hland 
was  only  a  medicine,  which  providentially  flopped  the 
rapid  progrefs  of  various  difeafes  on  board,  but  could  not 
prevent  their  return,  when  we  approached  the  torrid  zone  ; 
vvhofe  a<5live  heat  fet  our  ftagnant  and  putrid  blood  into  a 
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ftate  of  fermentation.  The  wan  look  of  all  on  board  fuffi* 
ciently  proved,  that  our  meeting  with  the  Marquefas  pre¬ 
vented  a  fatal  and  general  attack  of  noxious  diftempers, 
which  would  have  found  us  an  eafy  prey,  and  might,  in 
a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  have  made  great  havock  in  our  ffiip. 
It  mud  be  allowed,  at  the  fame  time,  that,  as  far  as  human 
art,  and  a  humane  beneficent  difpofition  will  go,  our  wor¬ 
thy  furgeon,  Mr.  Patton,  took  the  bed  precautions  poffible 
to  preferve  the  healths  of  all  on  board,  by  fuggeding  the 
proper  methods  to  captain  Cook,  and  by  watching  over  us 
with  unremitted  adiduity.  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that 
it  is  to  him  alone,  under  Providence,  that  many  of  us  are 
indebted  for  our  lives  ;  and  that  his  country  owes  him  the 
prefervation  of  thofe  valuable  and  ufeful  members  of  the 
commonwealth,  who  were  fent  out  on  this  dangerous  ex¬ 
pedition.  Great  commendations  are  likewife  due  to  captain 
Cook,  who  left  no  experiment  untried  which  was  propofed 
to  him,  and  which  feemed  to  promife  fuccefs.  The  fate 
of  the  voyage  depended  upon  the  health  of  the  crew,  and 
he  had  the  more  merit  in  taking  his  meafures  agreeably  to 
this  reflexion,  fince,  however  obvious  it  may  feem,  it  has 
feldom  guided  other  naval  commanders. 

The  ffiort  fcay  at  the  Marquefas  had  not  been  fufficient 
to  reftore  our  patients  to  perfect  health,  and  thofe  who  had 
the  bilious  cholic  were  rather  worfe  than  before,  having 
ventured  to  eat  flatulent  fruits,  which  were  extremely  dan¬ 
gerous 
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gerous  in  a  weak  ftomach.  Caprain  Cook  himfelf  was  far  .^J4; 
from  being  recovered  ;  for  though  he  had  experienced  the 

bad  effedts  of  expofing  himfelf  to  the  burning  rays  of  the 

* 

fun  at  Eafter  Ifland,  he  had  been  adtive  all  the  time,  in  pur- 
cliafing  provilions,  and  fuperintending  his  people  on  fhore. 

The  effort  which  I  had  made  in  climbing  the  mountain,  had 
likewife  been  too  violent  for  my  precarious  Hate  of  health, 
and  threw  me  into  a  dangerous  bilious  diforder,  which  was 
the  more  mortifying,  as  it  happened  juft  at  a  time,  when 
the  fcene  for  my  occupations  was  to  open. 

We  fteered  S.  S.  W.  from  St.  Chrifiina,  and  afterwards 
changed  the  courfe  to  S.  W.  and  W.  f  S.  bringing  to,  every 
night,  for  greater  fafety,  as  we  were  now  very  near  the  archi¬ 
pelago  of  low  iflands,  which  had  always  been  looked 
upon  as  a  very  intricate  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The 
Dutch  navigators,  in  particular,  have  given  an  unfavour¬ 
able  idea  of  it ;  for  Schouten  calls  it  the  Bad  Sea,  and  Rogge- 
wein  the  Labyrinth.  The  latter  loft  one  of  his  fhips,  the 
African  Galley,  on  a  low  ifland,  which,  from  that  unfor¬ 
tunate  accident,  he  called  Pernicious  Ifland.  This  circum- 
ftance  having  happened  within  the  memory  of  man,  is 
known  among  the  Society  Ifles  ;  from  whence  we  may  con¬ 
clude,  that  Pernicious  Ifland  cannot  be  at  a  great  diftance 
from  that  group. 

On  the  i  7th  we  difcovered  a  low  ifland,  about  ten  o’clock  Sunday  i7> 
in  the  morning,  and  coming  up  with  it  about  noon,  we 
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were  convinced,  from  the  perfpicuity  of  Mr.  Byron’s  de- 
fcription,  tloat  it  was  the  cafiermofi  of  King  George’s  Iflands. 
We  were  alfo  confirmed  in  this  belief  towards  night,  when 
we  perceived  the  other  ifland,  which  he  comprehended  un¬ 
der  that  name.  The  ifland  before  us  was  extremely  low 
and  fandy,  and  formed  an  elliptic  rocky  ledge,  no  lefs  than 
fix  leagues  in  its  longefl  diameter,  from  north  to  fouth. 
Its  latitude  is  14  28'  S.  and  its  longitude  144°  56'  W. 
Erom  fpace  to  fpace  it  was  covered  with  coco-nut  trees  in 
great  numbers,  which  had  a  pleafing  airy  look.  Various 
trees  and  fhrubberies  fometimes  concealed  the  Rems  of 
thefc  palms  to  a  great  part  of  their  height,  but  their  beau¬ 
tiful  crown  always  towered  above  the  refl.  The  intervals 
between  thefe  green  fpots  were  fo  low,  that  the  fea  wafhed 
over  them  into  the  lagoon  within.  The  Rillnefs  of  the  wa¬ 
ter,  confined  by  the  ledge  of  rocks,  and  its  milky  hue 
where  it  was  fhallow,  contraRed  very  agreeably  with  the 
ruffled  furface  of  the  berylline  unfathomable  ocean.  We 
failed  clofe  along  the  weRern  fide  of  the  ifland  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  and  obferved  the  rocks  to  be  tinged  with  a  fine  fear- 
let  colour  in  many  places,  exaftly  as  Mr.  Byron  had  found 
them.  Several  canoes  failing  in  the  lagoon,  fmokes  rifing 
up  between  the  clumps  of  trees,  and  armed  men  of  a  dark 
hue  running  along  fliore,  were  objects  which  greatly  en- 
creafed  the  pleafure  of  the  profpeft.  We  likewife  perceived 
women  retiring  to  a  remote  part  of  the  ledge,  with  bun¬ 
dles 
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dies  on  their  backs  *,  an  evident  fign  that  they  expeffed  no 

good  from  our  appearance  on  their  coaft.  Indeed,  having 

-  > 

had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  fome  of  their  countrymen  in  op- 
pofing  Mr.  Byron’s  boats,  and  having  been  expelled  from 
their  habitation  during  a  whole  day  by  his  people,  who 
lived  at  difcretion  on  their  coco-nuts,  it  is  not  furprifing 
that  they  fecured  their  fmall  poffeffions  againft  the  invafion 
of  people  who  looked  fo  like  their  enemies.  Towards  the 
S.  W.  end  of  the  ifland  we  perceived  the  palfage  into  the  la¬ 
goon,  which  Mr.  Byron  mentions,  and  fent  a  boat  to  found 
in  its  entrance,  becaufe  at  that  time  we  were  not  yet  ac¬ 
quainted  with  his  ill  fuccefs  in  the  fame  attempt.  Our 
people  found  a  bottom  of  fharp  corals,  which  made  it  im¬ 
practicable  for  the  fhip  to  anchor.  The  natives,  who  were 
affembled  in  arms  on  the  north  point  of  the  palfage,  be¬ 
haved  very  quietly,  and  brought  fome  coco- nuts,  which 
were  exchanged  for  nails.  Upon  this  information,  another 
boat  was  hoifted  out,  and  both  fent  to  the  fhore  again,  in 
order  to  trade  with  the  natives,  and  to  efface  the  finifler 
ideas  which  they  feemed  to  have  conceived  of  us  at  firft. 
My  father,  Dr.  Sparrman,  and  myfelf  were  of  the  party  ; 
though  I  was  extremely  ill  of  a  bilious  complaint.  We 
landed  without  any  oppofition,  and  immediately  mixed 
among  the  natives,  of  whom  there  feemed  to  be  about  fifty 
or  fixty.  They  were  all  a  fet  of  Rout  men,  of  a  dark-, 
brown,  and  had  fome  punCtures  on  the  bread,  belly,  and 
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hands,  chiefly  in  imitation  of  fiflies,  which  furnifli  a  great 
part  of  their  food.  Their  features  were  not  difagreeable, 
but  more  mild  than  thofe  of  the  natives  of  all  the  high 
iflands  about  them.  They  went  perfectly  naked,  having 
only  a  very  fmall  piece  of  cloth  about  their  loins.  Their 
women  did  not  come  near  us ;  but  thofe  whom  we  faw 
at  a  diflance  had  the  fame  colour  as  the  men,  and 

their  piece  of  cloth  was  enlarged  to  -the  fize  of  a 

\ 

lhort  apron.  The  hair  and  beards  were  generally  black 
and  curling,  but  fomctimcs  cut ;  however  I  took  notice  of 
a  Angle  man,  whofe  hair  was  quite  yellowifh  at  the  points. 
As  foon  as  we  landed  they  embraced  us,  touching  our  nofes, 
after  the  cuflom  of  New  Zeeland,  and  began  to  bring  coco¬ 
nuts  and  dogs  for  fale  to  the  boats.  Mahine,  who  was 
with  us,  purchafed  feveral  dogs  for  fmall  nails,  and  fome 
for  ripe  bananas,  which  he  had  brought  from  the  Mar- 
quefas.  This  fruit  was  much  valued  by  the  people  of  the 
low  ifland,  who  immediately  knew  it  ;  it  fliould  feem  there¬ 
fore  that  they  have  fome  acquaintance  with  the  high  iflands, 
flnce  bananas  never  grow  upon  their  barren  coral- ledges. 
The  dogs  were  not  unlike  thofe  at  the  Society  Iflands,  but 
had  Ane  long  hair  of  a  white  colour.  Mahine  therefore 
was  eager  to  purchafe  them,  becaufe  that  very  fort  of  hair 
is  made  ufe  of  in  his  country  to  adorn  the  breaft-plates  of 
the  warriors.  We  attempted  to  go  diredlly  into  the  grove, 
under  which  the  habitations  were  Atuated  ;  but  the  natives 

op- 
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oppofing  it,  we  advanced  along  the  point,  picking  various 
plants,  and  particularly  a  fcurvy-grafs,  which  was  com¬ 
mon,  and  feemed  to  be  very  wholefome.  The  natives 
fhewed  us  that  they  bruifed  this  plant,  mixed  it  with  fiiell- 
•fifli,  and  threw  it  into  the  fea,  wherever  they  perceive  a 
ihoal  of  fifties.  This  food  intoxicates  them  for  fome  time, 
and  thus  they  are  caught  on  the  furface,  without  any  other 
trouble  than  that  of  taking  them  up.  The  name  which 
they  give  to  this  ufeful  plant  is  e-Now.  We  likewife  met 
with  plenty  of  purflane,  refembling  the  common  fort, 
which  the  natives  call  e-Tooree.  This  plant  likewife  grows 
at  the  Society  Iflands,  and  is  there  drefled  under-ground, 
and  eaten  by  the  people.  There  were  feveral  forts  of  trees 
on  this  ifland  which  grow  in  the  Society  Hies,  and  likewife 
fome  plants  which  we  had  not  feen  before.  The  foil  was 
extremely  fcanty  ;  the  foundation  confided  of  coral,  very 
little  elevated  above  the  furface  of  the  water.  On  this  we 
found  a  coarfe  white  fand,  mixed  with  fragments  of  coral 
and  fhells,  and  a  very  thin  covering  of  mould.  We  ad¬ 
vanced  infenfibly  round  the  point,  fo  'as  to  come  behind  the 
habitations,  and  difcovered  another  point  jutting  out  into 
the  lagoon,  and  forming  a  kind  of  bay,  of  which  the  fliore 
was  perfectly  covered  with  fhrubberies  and  groves.  Be¬ 
tween  the  two  points  the  water  was  very  {hallow  ;  and  we 
perceived  a  great  body  of  the  natives  eroding  over  from 
the  farthed  point,  and  dragging  their  fpears  after  them. 

Vol.  II.  G  *  We 


177+- 

April. 


* 


4* 

*774* 

April. 


,  '  r 

A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

We  immediately  retired  into  the  thicket,  and  pafTed  by  the 
huts,  of  which  all  the  inhabitants  were  on  the  beach. 
Thefe  huts  were  very  fmall  and  low,  covered  with  a  kind 
of  matting  of  coco-nut  branches.  We  only  faw  fome  dogs 
in  them.  Their  boat-houfes  were  exa&ly  of  the  fame 
materials,  only  a  little  larger.  The  canoes  in  them  were 
very  fliort,  but  ftout,  and  pointed  at  both  ends,  and  had  a 
Iharp  keel.  As  foon  as  we  came  on  the  beach,  we  mixed 
among  the  natives,  who  were  rather  furprifed  to  fee  us 
come  out  of  their  village.  We  acquainted  the  lieutenant 
who  commanded  our  boats  with  the  hoftile  appearances 
we  had  feen,  upon  which  our  people  were  upon  their 
guard,  and  prepared  to  reimbark.  In  the  mean  time  Ma- 
hine  afMed  us  in  convcrfing  with  the  natives,  who  told  us 
that  they  had  a  chief  or  areekee,  and  that  they  called  their 
ifland  Teoukea.  Their  language,  upon  the  whole,  ap¬ 
proached  very  much  to  the  Taheitian  dialed,  except  that 
their  pronunciation  was  more  coarfe  and  guttural.  The 
reinforcement  now  began  to  appear  in  the  bullies,  armed 
with  long  clubs,  or  round  (hort  Eaves,  and  fpears,  fome 
fourteen  feet,  fome  nine  feet  long,  pointed  with  the  jagged 
tail  of  the  fting-ray.  We  therefore  ftepped  into  our  boats, 
but  the  natives  crouded  about  them,  and  feemed  in  doubt 
whether  they  fliould  detain  us  or  not  ;  however,  as  our  re¬ 
treat  had  been  too  early  for  their  fcheme,  they  appeared 
contented  with  our  departure,  and  affifted  us  in  pufhing 

off 
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off  the  boats.  Some  threw  fmall  Rones  into  the  water 
near  us,  and  all  feemed  to  glory  in  having,  as  it  were, 
frightened  us  off.  They  all  talked  a  great  deal,  and  very 
loud,  after  we  were  gone,  and  at  laft  feated  themfelves 
along  the  beach,  in  the  fhade  of  the  trees.  We  were  no 
fooner  on  board,  and  had  recited  our  adventures,  than  the 
captain  ordered  four  or  five  cannon  fliot  to  be  fired  over 
their  heads,  and  into  the  fea  before  them,  to  (hew  what  he 
could  do.  Thefe  balls,-  and  efpecially  the  lafi,  terrified 
them  fo  much,  that  they  all  ran  away  from  this  point 
with  the  greateft  precipitation.  The  number  of  coco-nuts 
which  we  obtained  among  them  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  thirty,  and  the  dogs  were  about  five.  Mr.  Byron 
found  wells  on  this  ifiand,  which,  though  they  afforded 
but  a  fmall  quantity  of  frefh  water,  may  be  fufficient  to 
fupply  the  few  inhabitants  with  this  neceffary  element. 
That  navigator  likewife  met  with  burying-places  of  fione, 
in  the  grove,  which  have  a  very  great  affinity  with  the  Ta~ 
heitian  marais.  The  offerings  of  animal  and  vegetable 
food,  hung  on  the  branches,  of  trees  around  thefe  ceme¬ 
teries,  firengthen  that  fimilarity.  There  is  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  from  this  circumfiance,  as  well  as  from  the  form, 
manners,  and  language  of  the  people,  that  they  are  very 
nearly  allied  to  the  happier  inhabitants  of  the  mountainous 
ifies  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  great  lagoons  within 
their  circular  iflands  are  probably  plentiful  refervoirs  of 
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fifli,  from  whence  they  are  fupplied  with  conflant  food„ 
The  fandy  barren  part  of  their  ledges  is  a  fit  place  upon 
which  turtles  may  depofit  their  eggs  ;  and  it  appears  from 
the  fragments  found  by  the  Dolphin’s  people,  that  they 
know  how  to  catch  thefe  large  creatures,  whofe  nutritive 
flefli  and  fiiell  mu  ft  be  a  delicious  treat  to  them.  The 
few  plants  which  thrive  about  them  are  very  ufeful,  and 
furnifli  them  with  the  means  of  facilitating  the  capture 
of  fifli;  fome  trees  are  fo  large  that  their  trunks  may 
be  ufed  for  canoes,  and  their  branches  for  weapons  and 
tools.  The  coco-palm,  which  is  the  principal  fupport  of 
many  nations  on  the  globe,  is  likewife  of  infinite  fervice  to 
them,  and  almoft  every  part  of  it  is  ufeful.  The  nuts  which 
it  bears,  whilft  they  are  green,  contain  from  a  pint  to  a  quart 
of  limpid  liquor,  which  has  a  very  pleafant  fweetnefs, 
joined  to  a  peculiar  agreeable  flavour ;  its  coolnefs  and  in¬ 
tegrant  particles,  doubtlefs,  make  it  a  mod  delicious  draught, 
powerful  beyond  comparifon  in  quenching  third;  in  a  hot 
climate.  When  the  nut  grows  older,  the  kernel  forms,, 
which  is  at  firft  like  a  rich  cream,  and  afterwards  grows 
firm  and  very  oily,  like  an  almond,  being  extremely  nutri¬ 
tious.  The  oil  is  frequently  expreffed,  and  employed  to 
anoint  the  hair  and  the  whole  body,  at  certain  times. 
The  hard  fliell  provides  the  natives  with  cups;  and  the 

fibrous  coating  round  it  affords  all  kinds  of  cordage,  which 

< 

are  ftrong,  elaftic,  and  not  much  impaired  by  conflant  ufe. 
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of  ornaments  are  made  with  it.  The  long  feathered  leaves  or 
branches,  which  fpread  from  the  top  of  the  Item,  are  fit  co¬ 
verings  for  their  houfes  ;  and  when  plaited,  make  good 
bafkets  for  provifions.  The  inner  bark  yields  a  kind  of 
cloth,  fufficient  for  covering  the  body  in  a  hot  climate ;  and 
the  Aem  itfelf,  when  grown  too  old  to  bear,  is  at  leaft  fir  to 
be  ufed  in  the  conftrudtion  of  a  hut,  or  may  make  the  mail 

-  •  *  v 

of  a  canoe.  But  befides  fifh  and  vegetable  food,  they  have 
alfo  dogs,  which  live  upon  fifh,  and  are  reckoned  excellent 
meat  by  the  natives  of  the  Society  Iflands,  to  whom  they 
are  known.  Thus  Providence,  in  its  wife  difpenfations, 
made  even  thefe  infignificant  narrow  ledges  rich  enough  in 

1 

the  produ6tions  of  nature,  to  fupply  a  whole  race  of  men 
with  the  neceflaries  of  life.  And  here  we  cannot  but  ex- 
prefs  our  admiration,  that  the  minuted;  agents  are  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  purpofes  of  the  Almighty  Creator.-  The  coral 
is  known  to  be  the  fabrick  of  a  little  worm,  which  en¬ 
larges  its  houfe,  in  proportion  as  its  own  bulk  encreafes. 

This  little  creature,  which  has  fcarce  fenfation  enough  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  a  plant,  builds  up  a  rocky  flrufture 
from  the  bottom  of  a  fea  too  deep  to  be  meafured  by  hu¬ 
man  art,  till  it  reaches  the  furface,  and  offers  a  firm  bafis 
for  the  refidence  of  man!  The  number  of  thefe  low  iflands > 
is  very  great,  and  we  are  far  from  being  acquainted  with 

them  all.  In  the  whole  extent  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  between 

,  f  / 

the 


l 


4  * 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


*774- 

April. 


Monday  18, 


the  tropics,  they  are  to  be  met  with  ;  however,  they  are  re¬ 
markably  frequent  for  the  fpace  of  ten  or  fifteen  degrees  to 
the  eafiward  of  the  Society  Iflands.  Quiros,  Schouten,Rogge- 
wein,  Byron,  Wallis,  Carteret,  Bougainville,  and  Cook  have 
each  met  with  new  iflands  in  their  different  courfes  ;  and 
what  is  mofi  remarkable,  they  have  found  them  inhabited  at 
the  diflance  of  two  hundred  and  forty  leagues  to  the  eaft  of 
Taheitee.  Nothing  is  more  probable  than  that  on  every 
new  track  other  iflands  of  this  kind  will  ftill  be  met  with, 
and  particularly  between  the  i  6th  and  i  7  th  degree  of  S.  la¬ 
titude,  no  navigator  having  hitherto  run  down  on  that  pa¬ 
rallel  towards  the  Society  Iflands.  It  remains  a  fubje<ffc 
worthy  the  invefligation  of  philofophers,  to  confider  from 
what  probable  principles  thefe  iflands  are  fo  extremely  nu¬ 
merous,  and  form  fo  great  an  archipelago  to  windward  of 
the  Society  Iflands,  whilft  they  are  only  Scattered  at  consider¬ 
able  difiances  beyond  that  group  of  mountainous  iflands? 
It  is  true,  there  is  another  archipelago  of  coral  ledges  far  to 
the  weftward  ;  I  mean  the  friendly  Iflands  ;  but  thefe  are  of 
a  different  nature,  and  appear  to  be  of  a  much  older  date; 
they  occupy  more  fpace,  and  have  a  greater  quantity  of 
foil,  on  which  all  the  vegetable  productions  of  the  higher 
lands  may  be  raifed. 

After  leaving  Teoukea  we  flood  off  and  on  during  night, 
and  then  continued  our  courfe  beyond  the  adjacent  ifland, 
which  is  comprehended  under  Mr.  Byron’s  appellation  of 
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King  George’s  Idands.  It  refembled  Teoukea  perfe&ly,  and 
only  feemed  to  be  larger.  Its  length  from  N.  to  S.  appeared 
to  be  near  eight  leagues,  and  the  breadth  of  its  lagoon  five 
or  fix  miles.  It  had  numerous  clumps  of  bulhes  and  trees, 
and  was  adorned  with  a  great  number  of  coco-nut 
palms. 

The  next  morning,  at  eight  o’clock,  we  defcried  another  Tuefday  n 
ifland  of  the  fame  nature,  but  which  we  fuppofe  had  not 
been  feen  before.  Towards  noon  another  appeared  to  the 
weftward,  which  we  coafted  all  the  afternoon.  It  was  about 
eight  leagues  long,  and  full  of  people,  who  ran  along  the 
fhore  with  very  long  fpears  in  their  hands.  The  lagoon 
within  was  very  fpacious,  and  feveral  canoes  failed  about 
upon  it.  It  appears  to  me,  that  the  moft  elevated  and  richeft 
fpots  on  the  coral-ledges,  are  generally  to  leeward,  fheltered 
from  the  violence  of  the  furf.  In  this  fea,  however,  there 
are  feldom  fuch  violent  dorms,  as  might  make  thefe  files  un¬ 
comfortable  places  of  abode  ;  and  when  the  weather  is  fair, 
it  mud  be  very  pleafant  failing  on  the  fmooth  water  in  the 
lagoon,  wliild  the  ocean  without  is  difagreeably  agitated. 

A  third  new  idand  wTas  feen  in  the  evening,  which  we  left 
the  next  morning,  after  we  had  lain  to  all  night.  This 
group  captain  Cook  called  Pallifer’s  Ifiands  ;  they  are  fi- 
tuated  in  about  150  36'S.  latitude,  and  146°  3c/W.  lon¬ 
gitude.  The  northernmod  of  thefe  idands  feem  to  be  the 
Pernicious  Idands  on  which  Roggewein  lod  the  African 
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galley.  As  Mr.  Byron  found  a  boat’s  rudder  on  Teoukea, 
which  is  at  a  fhort  diftance  from  thefe  ifles,  that  circum- 

■■  »  h  *  »  JL  J  s  ..  .  t  i  • 

fiance  ferves  to  confirm  my  fuppofition  *. 

We  now  fleered  to  the  S.  W.  being  clear  of  the  low- 
iflands,  and  continued  flandingon,  the  following  night,  to¬ 
wards  the  ifland  of  Taheitee.  The  general  fatisfac- 
tion  which  this  courfe  gave  to  all  on  board  can  fcarcely 
be  defcribed.  AfTured  of  the  good  difpofition  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  we  could  look  upon  this  ifland  as  our  fecond  home. 
Our  Tick  had  fome  hopes  of  recovery,  by  having  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  walking  or  reding  in  its  cool  fhades,  and  by  ufing 
the  light  falubrious  diet  of  the  iflanders.  The  reft  expected 
to  acquire  new  ftrengtli  and  vigour,  to  enable  them  to  en¬ 
counter  thofc  perils  and  hardfhips  which  were  yet  in  referve 
for  them.  The  captain  was  fure  of  meeting  with  that 

abundance  of  refrefhments,  which  would  enable  him  to 
♦  * 

bring  the  voyage  to  a  happy  conclufion  ;  the  aftronomer 
longed  to  fix  an  obfervatory  on  fhore,  in  order  to  determine 
the  rate  of  going  of  the  time-keeper,  which  had  not  been 
fettled  fincc  our  departure  from  New  Zeeland  ;  and  we  were 
not  lefs  defirous  of  returning  to  this  ifland,  in  order  to  com¬ 
plete,  in  fome  meafure,  a  botanical  collection,  which  our 
fhort  flay  in  the  winter  feafon  had  left  but  too  im¬ 
perfect. 

*  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  I.  p.  102. 
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Oar  friend  Mahine  was  perhaps  more  anxious  than  us  all 
to  fee  Taheitee,  which  he  had  never  vifited,  though  many 
of  his  relations  and  friends  refided  there.  As  the  natives  of 
the  Society  Iflands  allow  it  the  firft  rank  in  afRuence  and 
power  ;  and  as  we  had  frequently  confirmed  this  teftimony 
to  him,  his  curiofity  was  fo  much  the  greater.  But  he  had 
other  motives  which  prompted  him  to  wifli  himfelf  there. 

/ 

He  had  collected  a  confiderable  number  of  curiolities, 
which  he  was  well  convinced  would  give  him  weight 
among  his  countrymen  *,  and  he  had  acquired  fuch  a  va¬ 
riety  of  new  ideas,  and  feen  fo  many  diftant  and  unknown 
countries,  that  he  was  perfuaded  he  would  attract  and  de- 
mand  their  attention.  The  profped!  of  being  courted  by 
every  body,  and  the  idea  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf  by  his 
intimacy  with  us,  by  his  acquaintance  with  our  manners, 
and  above  all,  by  making  ufe  of  our  fire  arms  for  his  diver- 
fion,  gave  him  infinite  pleafure.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
that  it  was  inhanced  by  the  hope  of  being  ferviceable  to  all 
his  fhipmates,  whom  he  loved  with  the  fincereft  afife&ion, 
and  by  whom  he  was  generally  efteemed  in  return. 

We  difcovered  land  about  ten  o’clock  the  next  morning,  Thurfday  a*, 
which  in  a  few  hours  afterwards  we  knew  to  be  part  of 
Taheitee.  We  fiood  towards  it  all  the  day,  but  could  not 
reach  it  before  it  became  dark,  and  were  therefore  obliged 
to  ftay'out  another  night.  Every  perfon  on  board  gazed 
continually  at  this  queen  of  tropical  iflands  j  and  though  I 
Vol.  II.  H 
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was  extremely  ill  of  my  bilious  diforder,  I  crawled  on  deck, 
and  fixed  my  eyes  with  great  eagernefs  upon  it,  as  upon  a 
place  where  I  hoped  my  pains  would  ceafe.  Early  in  the 
morning  I  awoke,  and  was  as  much  furprifed  at  the  beauty 
of  the  profpecR,  as  if  I  had  never  beheld  it  before.  It  was 
indeed  infinitely  more  beautiful  at  prefent,  than  it  had 
been  eight  months  ago,  owing  to  the  difference  of  the  fea- 
fon..  The  foreds  on  the  mountains  were  all  clad  in  frefh. 
foliage,  and  gloried  in  many  variegated  hues ;  and  even  the 
lower  hills  were  not  entirely  deftitute  of  pleafing  fpots,  and 
covered  with  herbage.  But  the  plains,  above  all,  fhone^ 
forth  in  the  greatefl  luxuriance  of  colours,  the  brighteft 
tints  of  verdure  being  profufely  lavifhed  upon  their  fertile 
groves  ;  in  fhort,  the  whole  called  to  our  mind  the  deferip- 
tion  of  Calypfo’s  enchanted  ifland. 

With  fuch  a  landfcape  before  us,  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
but  that  our  eyes  were  continually  fixed  upon  it.  We  had? 
the  farther  pleafure  to  diftinguifli  every  well-known  fpofr- 
as  we  failed  along.  At  lafl  the  beautiful  feenery  of  Mata- 
vaf  opened  to  our  view  in  all  its  grandeur ;  and  we  directed: 
our  courfe  into  the  bay,  from  whence  we  had  failed  nearr 
sight  months  before. 
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'll  7 E  were  no  fooner  difcovered  from  the  fliore,  than 
feveral  canoes  put  off  to  welcome  us  with  prefents 
of  fruit.  Among  the  firft  who  came  on  board,  were  two 
young  men  of  fome  note,  whom  we  immediately  invited 
into  the  cabin,  where  they  were  made  acquainted  with  Ma- 
hine.  The  politenefs  of  the  nation  required  that  they 
fhould  make  him  a  prefent  of  clothing  ;  accordingly  they 
took  off  their  own  upper  garments,  which  were  of  the  bell 
fort,  and  put  them  on  him.  He  gratified  them  in  return 
with  a  fight  of  his  rarities,  and  made  them  a  prefent  of  a 
few  red  feathers,  which  they  valued  very  highly. 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  we  dropped  an  anchor 
in  Matavai  bay,  and  were  furrounded  prefently  after  by  a 
whole  fleet  of  canoes,  in  which  our  old  friends  brought 
us  fifh,  bread-fruit,  apples,  coco-nuts,  and  bananas,  all 
which  they  fold  at  low  rates  with  the  greateft  readinefs. 
Their  fifli  were  mullets  and  bonitos,  which  they  brought 
perfectly  alive  in  a  kind  of  trough,  .fixed  between  the  two 
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at  both  ends,  where  the  water  freely  entered. 

Some  tents  were  now  eftabliftied  once  more  on  Point 
Venus,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  agronomical  observa¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  for  the  convenience  of  trading,  wooding, 
and  watering.  The  captain,  Dr.  Sparrman,  and  my  father 
went  on  fliore,  whilft  I  remained  on  board  fo  ill  that  I 
could  Scarcely  crawl  about.  I  amufed  myfelf,  however, 
in  trading  out  of  the  cabin  windows,  and  by  that  means 
collected  a  number  of  curious  fifli,  whilft  they  brought 
home  nothing  new  from  their  excurfion.  They  had  found 
the  appearance  of  the  whole  country  much  improved 
the  verdure  luxuriant,  many  trees  ftill  loaded  with  fruit  ; 
the  brooks  full  of  water,  and  a  great  number  of  new 
houfes  built.  Mahine,  who  went  on  fliore  with  them,  did 
not  return  at  night,  having  found  Several  of  his  relations, 
and  particularly  a  Sifter,  named  Teioa,  one  of  the  prettied; 
women  on  the  whole  ifland,  who  was  married  to  a  tall, 
well-made  man,  called  Noona,  of  the  better  clafs  of  people, 
and  native  of  Raietea.  His  houfe  was  very  large,  and  near 
our  tents,  being  only  about  a  hundred  yards  beyond  the 
river.  Mahine  had  laid  aSide  his  European  cloaths  before 
he  went  on  fliore,  and  put  on  the  elegant  new  drefles  his 
friends  had  brought  him,  with  a  degree  of  pleafure  and 
eagernefs,  in  which  a  natural  predilection  for  the  manners 
of  his  country  was  very  confpicuous.  There  are  many  in- 
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Ranees  among  different  nations  in  an  imperfedt  Rate  of 
civilization,  and  likewife  among  favages,  that  the  force  of 
habit  produces  this  effedt.  It  is  no  wonder  that  a  native 

i 

of  the  Society  Ifles  fhould  prefer  the  happy  life,  the  whole- 
fome  diet,  and  the  Ample  drefs  of  his  countrymen,  to  the 
conftant  agitation,  the  naufeous  food,  and  the  coarfe  auk- 
ward  garments  of  a  fet  of  feafaring  Europeans  ;  when  we 
have  feen  Efkirnaux  return  with  the  utmoR  ardour  to  their 
own  defolate  country,  to  greafy  feal-fkins,  and  rancid  train- 
oil,  after  having  been  entertained  with  fubRantial  viands, 
the  pomp  of  drefs,  and  the  magnificence  of  London.  Ma- 
hine  had  indeed  found  the  happinefs  and  pleafure  which 
he  had  expedted.  He  was  courted  and  looked  upon  as  a 
prodigy  by  all  the  Taheitians  who  faw  him  ;  he  was  feafied 
with  their  choiceR  meats,  he  received  feveral  changes  of 
drefs,  and  revelled  among  the  nymphs  of  the  land.  Sen- 
fible  to  pleafure,  like  all  the  children  of  nature,  but  de¬ 
barred  the  fight  of  his  pretty  countrywomen  for  a  long 
while,  and  perhaps  tindtured  with  a  double  relifh  for  fen- 
fuality  by  his  acquaintance  with  failors,  the  facility  of  gra¬ 
tifying  every  wifh  had  endeared  the  country  to  him,  and 
captivated  him  more  than  any  thing  elfc.  Befides  thefe 
incitements,  the  fhip,  in  a  warm  climate,  was  but  an  un¬ 
comfortable  abode  at  night.  There  he  would  have  been 
pent  up  in  a  narrow,  clofe,  ill-fcented  cabin  ;  whereas  on 
the  fhore  he  breathed  a  pure  air,  delicioufly  perfumed  by 
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-the  exhalations  of  fragrant  flowers,  and  was  continually 
fanned  by  a  cooling  gentle  land-wind,  exactly  like  young 
.Zephyr,  who  has  fiucli  great  obligation  to  the  poets.  What¬ 
ever  the  exalted  degree  of  pleafure  might  be,  which  fell  to 
the  fhare  of  the  happy  Mahine,  there  were  thofe  on  board 
who  thought  their  fituation  worthy  of  envy.  Immediately 

on  the  firft  evening  feveral  women  came  on  board,  and  the 

\ 

excefles  of  the  night  were  incredible.  I  have  already  ob- 
fervcd  before,  that  the  women  who  made  a  practice  of  this 
intercourfe  were  all  of  the  common  or  lowed  clafs,  and  I 

0  m 

fhall  only  add  at  prefent,  that  they  were  the  fame  who  had 
been  fo  liberal  of  their  favours  during  our  firft:  flay  at  this 
ifland.  It  is  therefore  obvious,  that  the  proftitutes  are  only 
a  particular  fet  among  the  reft,  and  that  the  cuftom  is  far 
from  being  fo  general  as  hath  been  hitherto  fuppofed,  on 
the  faith  of  other  accounts.  It  would  be  Angularly  abfurd, 
if  o-Mai  were  to  report  to  his  countrymen,  that  chaftity  is 
not  known  in  England,  be.caufe  he  did  not  And  the  ladies 
cruel  in  the  Strand. 

The  next  day  we  had  delightful  weather,  and  a  great 
number  of  natives  came  on  board.  I  ventured  to  go  on 
fhore  to  the  tents  in  the  forenoon,  but  after  walking  about 
thirty  yards,  I  was  obliged  to  turn  back  and  fit  down,  in 
order  to  prevent  my  fainting  away.  The  fine  apples, 
which  the  natives  brought  for  fale,  looked  fo  extremely 
tempting,  that  I  ventured  to  tranfgrefs  the  pofitive  order  of 

the 
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the  phyfician,  and  having  regaled  myfelf  with  one  of  them, 
returned  on  board  immediately.  Not  lefs  than  fifty  large 
bonitos  had  been  purchafed  by  our  people  during  my  fhort 
Ray  on  fhore,  for  fpikenails  and  knives  ;  and  befides  thefe 
we  had  obtained  fuch  a  quantity  of  fruit,  that  we  were 
enabled  to  ferve  it  out  in  plentiful  portions.  At  my  return 
I  found  a  native  in  irons,  who  had  already  taken  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  pilfer  fome  nails  in  the  fhip.  Several  of  the  bet¬ 
ter  fort  of  people  interceded  very  ftrongly,  and  prefented  a 
number  of  bonitos,  in  order  to  procure  his  releafe.  Thefe 
were  accepted,  and  he  was  fet  at  liberty,  with  a  warning  not 
to  pra&ife  the  fame  tricks  again. 

The  women  who  had  pafled  the  firfl  night  on  board 
returned  in  the  evening,  and  feveral  others  came  with 
them ;  fo  that  every  failor  had  his  partner.  The  night 
was  very  fair  and  moon-light,  and  being  dedicated  to  St. 
George,  the  tutelar  faint  of  England,  the  pleafures  of  Venus 
were  joined  to  the  ufual  orgies  of  the  feftival. 

Dr.  Sparrman  and  my  father  had  been  on  fhore  the  whole 
day,  and  returned  after  funfet.  They  had  walked  acrofs 
One-tree-hill  into  the  province  of  Parre.  There  they  met 
with  Tootahah’s  mother,  and  Happai,  the  father  of  the 
king,  to  whom  they  made  fome  fmall  prefents.  They 
were  likewife  accofled  by  a  native  there,  who  did  them  fe¬ 
veral  good  offices,  and  particularly  fwam  a  confiderable: 
way  in  a  pond  where  they  had  fhot  fome  wild- ducks.. 

They 
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apjul.  They  continued  marching  to  the  weEward  at  leaE  ten  miles 

from  Point  Venus  to  their  new  friend’s  dwelling.  I-Ie 

prepared  them  a  very  good  meal  of  fruit,  and  baked  them  a 

rich  and  molt  delicious  kind  of  pudding,  which  is  made  of 

the  kernel  of  coco- nuts  and  eddy-roots,  feraped  very  fmall, 

and  mixed  together.  The  trees  about  his  hut  furnifhed 

him  with  abundance  of  frefh  coco-nuts,  of  which  he  offered 

a  great  number  to  his  guefls.  After  dinner  he  prefented 

them  with  a  perfumed  drefs  of  the  beE  fort,  and  attended 
* 

them  back  again  with  a  quantity  of  fruit,  which  remained 

♦ 

untouched.  He  flepc  that  night  on  board,  and  went  away 
the  next  morning  highly  delighted  with  feveral  knives, 
nails,  and  beads.  As  they  returned  they  came  near  the  king’s 
houfe,  and  there  faw  the  two  goats  which  captain  Furneaux 
had  prefented  to  him.  The  fhe-goat  had  brought  two  kids 
foon  after  our  departure,  which  were  almoE  full-grown. 
The  whole  breed  was  in  excellent  order,  extremely  fleek  and 
well  fed,  and  their  hair  as  foft  as  fdk.  If  the  natives  con¬ 
tinue  to  take  the  fame  care  of  them,  they  will  fhortly  be 
able  to  turn  them  wild  on  the  mountains,  where  they  would 
propagate  prodigioufly,  and  afford  them  a  new  and  moff 
valuable  article  of  food. 

Sunday  14.  The  next  morning  I  found  myfelf  greatly  relieved  by  the 
apple  which  I  had  eaten  ;  and  captain  Cook,  who  Eill  had 
fome  remains  of  his  bilious  complaint,  had  felt  the  fame 
effedl  from  the  ufe  of  this  excellent  fruit.  We  continued 

there- 
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therefore  to  eat  it  ;  and  recommended  it  to  all  the  bilious 
patients.  Our  recovery  in  confequence  was  much  quicker 
than  we  had  any  reafon  to  expert,  and  in  a  few  days  no 
ether  fymptom  than  a  flight  weaknefs  remained. 

A  number  of  chiefs  came  on  board  this  day  with  large 
hogs,  and  canoes  loaded  with  fruit,  all  which  were  pur- 
chafed  for  iron  ware.  Towards  noon,  the  king,  O-Too, 
with  his  After  Towrai,  and  his  brother  came  on  board, 
though  it  had  rained  juft;  before.  They  brought  a  prefent 
of  feveral  hogs  to  captain  Cook,  and  the  king  feemed  to 
have  entirely  laid  aftde  that  diftruft,  which  had  fo  ftrongly 
chara&erifed  him  before.  They  received  fome  hatchets ; 
but  the  principal  thing  for  which  they  enquired  were  red 
parrot’s  feathers,  which  they  called  oora.  The  accounts  of 
Mahine,  and  the  little  prefents  of  this  precious  plumage 
which  he  had  made  to  his  friends,  had  given  rife  to  this  en¬ 
quiry.  We  immediately  fearched  all  our  cohesions  from 

•  * 

the  Friendly  Iflands,  and  found  a  confiderable  quantity, 
which  we  did  not  think  proper  to  (how  all  at  once.  O  Too 
and  his  After  were  gratifled  with  a  fight  of  a  part  of  our 
riches,  at  which  they  feemed  perfectly  amazed  and  delight¬ 
ed.  I  have  already  mentioned,  when  I  fpoke  of  purchaftng 
thefe  feathers,  that  fome  were  glued  on  a  piece  of  cloth 
clofe  to  each  other,  and  fome  were  difperfed  on  ftars  of  coco¬ 
nut  core  wrought  in  fret-work.  Our  royal  guefts  received 
a  fmall  portion  of  the  flrft  fort,  about  the  Aze  of  two  fing- 
Vol.  II.  I  ersj 
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ers,  befides  a  flar  or  two,  with  which,  for  the  prefent,  they 
went  away  contented,  as  it  feeraed,  beyond  their  warmeft 
hopes.  Thefe  red  'feathers,  with  which  they  ornament 
the  drefs  of  their  warriors,  and  which  perhaps  are  made  ufe 
of  on  fome  other  folemn  occafions,  are  valued  at  an  incre¬ 
dible  rate  in  this  ifland,  and  clearly  prove  the  exiftence  of  a 
great  degree  of  luxury  among  the  natives. 

On  the  next  day  we  had  a  number  of  vifits  from  dif¬ 
ferent  chiefs,  amongft  whom  was  our  friend  Potatow,  his 
wife  Whainee-ovv,  and  his  former  wife  Polatehera,  whom 
the  fame  of  our  great  riches  of  red  feathers  had  reached. 
They  brought  with  them  numbers  of  hogs,  many  of  which 
/  were  exchanged  with  the  utmofl  avidity  for  fmall  pieces  of 
cloth  covered  with  red  feathers.  The  difference  between 
the  prefent  opulence  of  thefe  iflanders,  and  their  fituation 
eight  months  before,  was  very  aftonifliing  to  us.  It  was 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  we  had  been  able  to  pur- 
chafe  a  few  hogs  during  our  firfl  flay,  having  been  obliged 
to  look  upon  it  as  a  great  favour,  when  the  king  or  chief 
parted  with  one  of  thefe  animals.  At  prefent  our  decks 
were  fo  crouded  with  them,  that  we  were  obliged  to  make 
a  hog-flye  on  fhore.  We  concluded,  therefore,  that  they 
were  now  entirely  recovered  from  the  blow  which  they  had 
received  in  their  late  unfortunate  war  with  the  lefler  penin- 
fula,  and  of  which  they  flill  felt  the  bad  effe&s  at  our  vifit 
in  Augufl  1773.  In  the  morning  we  had  continual  hard 
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ihowers,  and  fucli  violent  thunder  and  lightning,  that,  for 
ihe  fake  of  greater  fafety,  a  copper  chain  was  fixed  to  the 
maintop-g^llant-maft-head.  Juft  as  a  failor  was  clearing 
it  of  the  ftirouds,  and  had  thrown  the  end  over  board,  a  ter¬ 
rible  flafti  of  lightning  appeared  exactly  over  the  ftiip,  and 
the  flame  was  feen  to  run  down  along  the  whole  length  of 
the  chain.  A  tremendous  thunder-clap  inftantaneoufly  fol¬ 
lowed,  whieh  fliook  the  whole  fhip,  to  the  no  fmall  fur- 
prize  of  both  the  Europeans  and  Taheitians  on  board. 
However  we  happily  fuffered  not  the  leaft  damage  from 
this  explofion.  This  circumftance  confirms  the  great  ufe 
of  the  elecftrical  chain,  which  had  been  fo  clearly  proved 
at  Batavia,  while  captain  Cook  lay  there  in  the  En¬ 
deavour  *. 

The  rain  did  not  abate  till  the  evening,  when  the  fhowers 
became  intermittent,  and  entirely  ceafed  the  next  morning. 
The  firft  intelligence  which  we  received  from  our  tents  was, 
that  feveral  waiftcoats  and  blankets  belonging  to  the  cap¬ 
tain  had  been  ftolen  by  the  natives,  from  the  man  who  was 
wafliing  them.  The  captain  embarked  therefore  about  ten 
o’clock,  in  order  to  vifit  O-Too,  by  whofe  help  he  hoped  to 
recover  his  bed-cloaths.  I  was  now  fo  well  recovered,  that 
I  ventured  to  accompany  him  in  the  boat,  with  my  father, 
Dr.  Sparrman,  and  fome  others.  When  we  approached  O- 

*  See  Hawkfworth’s  Compilation,  vol.  III.  p.  712. 
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Parre,  we  beheld  one  of  the  moft  magnificent  fights  which  ft 
is  pofiible  to  be  entertained  with  in  the  South  Sea.  This- 
was  a  very  numerous  fleet  of  great  war-canoes,  lying  ar¬ 
ranged  along  the  fliore,  completely  fitted  out,  and  manned 
with  rowers  and  warriors,  drefled  in  their  robes,  targets,  and 
towering  helmets.  The  fhores  were  lined  with  crouds  of" 
people,  and  a  kind  of  folemn  filence  prevailed  among  them. 
We  landed,  and  were  met  by  Tee,  one  of  the  king’s  uncles* 
who  was  going  to  lead  captain  Cook  into  the  country,  when 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet  flepped  on  Lhore  and  met 
them.  At  fight  of  him  the  common  people  exclaimed, 
“  Towhah  is  coming,”  and  made  room  for  him  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  veneration  which  furprifed  us.  The  chief  ad¬ 
vanced  to  captain  Cook,  and  taking  him  by  the  hand,  called 
him  his  friend,  and  defired  him  to  ftep  into  his  canoe.  It 
appeared  to  us  at  that  time  that  Tee  was  uneafy,  and  did 
not  approve  of  captain  Cook’s  going  with  Towhah  ;  there¬ 
fore,  when  we  were  juft  abreaft  of  his  canoe,  which  was 
one  of  the  largeft,  the  captain  flopped  fhort,  and  refufed  to 
go  on  board.  Towhah  left  him  very  coolly,  and,  to  all 
appearance  hurt  at  the  refufal,  ftepped  into  one  of  the  ca¬ 
noes.  We  then  walked  down  along  the  whole  range  of 
veflels,  whofe  prows  were  turned  to  the  fliore.  All  our 
former  ideas  of  the  power  and  affluence  of  this  ifland  were 
fo  greatly  furpafted  by  this  magnificent  fcene,  that  we  were 
perfectly  left  in  admiration.  We  counted  no  lcfs  than  one 

hundred 
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hundred  and  fifty-nine  great  double  war-canoes,  from  fifty 
to  ninety  feet  long  betwixt  Item  and  ftern.  When  we  con- 
fider  the  imperfect  tools  which  thefe  people  are  pofiefied  of, 
we  can  never  fufficiently  admire  the  patience  and  labour 
with  which  they  have  cut  down  huge  trees,  dubbed  the 
plank,  made  them  perfectly  fmooth,  and  at  lafl  brought 
thefe  unweildy  vefiels  to  the  great  degree  of  perfection  in 
which  we  faw  them.  A  hatcher,  or,  properly,  an  adze  of 
(tone,  a  chififel,  and  a  piece  of  coral,  are  their  tools,  to  which 
they  only  add  the  rough  fkin  of  a  ray,  when  they  fmooth 
or  polifli  their  timber.  All  thefe  canoes  are  double,  that  is, 
two  joined  together,  fide  by  fide,  by  fifteen  or  eighteen  ftrong 
tranfverfetimbers,whichfometimesprojeCla  great  way  beyond 
both  the  hulls,  being  from  twelve  to  four  and  twenty  feet  in 
length,  and  about  three  feet  and  a  half  afunder.  When  they 
are  fo  long,  they  make  a  platform,  fifty,  fixty,  or  feventy  feet 
in  length.  On  the  outfide  of  each  canoe  there  are,  in  that 
cafe,  two  of  three  longitudinal  fpars,  and  between  the  two 
connected  canoes  one  fpar  is  fixed  to  the  tranfverfe  beams. 
The  heads  and'fierns  wereraifed  feveral  feet  out  of  the  wa¬ 
ter,  particularly  the  latter,  which  flood  up  like  long  beaks,, 
fometimes  near  twenty  feet  high,  and  were  cut  into  various 
lhapes.  A  white  piece  of  cloth  was  commonly  fixed  be¬ 
tween  the  two  beaks  of  each  double  canoe,  in  lieu  of  an 
enfign,  and  the  wind  fwelled  it  out  like  a  fail.  Some  had 
likewife  a  firiped  cloth,  with  various  red  chequers,  which, 
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as  we  afterwards  learned,  were  the  marks  of  the  divifions 
under  the  different  commanders.  At  the  head  there  was 
a  tall  pillar  of  carved-work,  on  the  top  of  which  flood 
the  figure  of  a  man,  or  rather  of  an  urchin,  whofe  face 
was  commonly  fliaded  by  a  board  like  a  bonnet,  and  fome- 
times  painted  red  with  ochre.  Thefe  pillars  were  gene¬ 
rally  covered  with  bunches  of  black  feathers,  and  long 
ftreamers  of  feathers  hung  from  them.  The  gunwale  of 
the  canoes  was  commonly  two  or  three  feet  above  the  wa¬ 
ter,  but  not  always  formed  in  the  fame  manner  ;  for  fome 
had  flat  bottoms,  and  fides  nearly  perpendicular  upon  them, 
whilfl  others  were  bow-fided,  with  a  fharp  keel,  like  the 
fetftion  drawn  in  captain  Cook’s  firfl  voyage  *.  A  fighting 
flage  was  ere6ted  towards  the  head  of  the  boat,  and  refled 
on  pillars  from  four  to  fix  feet  high,  generally  ornamented 
with  carving.  This  flage  extended  beyond  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  double  canoe,  and  was  from  twenty  to 
twenty-four  feet  long,  and  about  eight  or  ten  feet  wide. 
The  rowers  fat  in  the  canoe,  or  under  the  fighting  flage 
on  the  platform,  which  confided  of  the  tranfverfe  beams 
and  longitudinal  fpars  ;  fo  that  wherever  thefe  eroded,  there 
was  room  for  one  man  in  the  compartment.  Thofe  which 
had  eighteen  beams,  and  three  longitudinal  fpars  on  each 
fide,  befides  one  longitudinal  fpar  between  the  two  canoes, 


*  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  225. 
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had  confequently  no  lefs  than  a  hundred  and  forty-four 
rowers,  befides  eight  men  to  fleer  them,  four  of  whom 
were  placed  in  each  ftern.  This  however  was  not  the  cafe 
with  the  greateft  part  of  the  canoes  here  affembled,  which 
had  no  projecting  platforms,  and  where  the  rowers  or  pad- 
dlers  fat  in  the  hulls  of  the  canoe.  The  warriors  were 
ftationed  on  the  fighting  flage,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  or 
twenty.  Their  drefs  was  the  moft  Angular,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  moft  lhewy  fight  in  the  whole  fleet.  They  had 
three  large  and  ample  pieces  of  cloth,  with  a  hole  in  the 
middle,  put  on  one  above  another.  The  undermoft  and 
largcft  was  white,  the  next  red,  and  the  uppermoft  and 
fhorteft  brown.  Their  targets  or  breaft-plates  were  made 
of  wicker-work,  covered  with  feathers  and  fhark’s  teeth, 
and  hardly  any  of  the  warriors  were  without  them.  On 
the  contrary,  thofe  who  wore  helmets  were  few  in  num¬ 
ber.  Thefe  helmets  were  of  an  enormous  fize,  being  near- 
five  feet  high.  They  confifted  of  a  long  cylindrical  bafket 
of  wicker-work,  of  which  the  foremoft  half  was  hid  by 
a  femicylinder  of  a  clofer  texture,  which  became  broader 
towards  the  top,  and  there  feparated  from  the  bafker,  fo 
as  to  come  forwards  in  a  curve.  This  frontlet,  of  the  length 
of  four  feet,  was  clofely  covered  with  the  glofly  bluifh  green 
feathers  of  a  fort  of  pigeon,  and  with  an  elegant  border 
of  white  plumes.  A  prodigious  number  of  the  long  tail 
feathers  of  tropic  birds  diverged  from  its  edges,  in  a  radi¬ 
ant 
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ant  line,  refembling  that  glory  of  light  with  which  our 
painters  commonly  ornament  the  heads  of  angels  and  faints. 
A  large  turban  of  -  cloth  was  required  for  this  huge  un- 
weildy  machine  to  reft  upon ;  but  as  it  is  intended  merely 
to  ftrike  the  beholder  with  admiration,  and  can  be  of  no 
fervice,  the  warriors  foon  took  it  off,  and  placed  it  on  the 
platform  near  them.  The  principal  commanders  were 
moreover  diiiinguifhed  by  long  round  tails,  made  of  green 
and  yellow  feathers,  which  hung  down  on  the  back,  and 
put  u.s  in  mind  of  the  Turkifh  bafhas.  Towhah,  their  ad¬ 
miral,  vwore  five  of  them,  to  the  ends  of  which  feveral 
firings  of  coco-nut  core  were  added,  with  a  few  red  fea¬ 
thers  affixed  to  them.  He  had  no  helmet  on,  but  wore  a 
fine  turban,  which  fat  very  gracefully  upon  his  head.  He 
was  a  man  feemingly  near  fixty  years  of  age,  but  extremely 
vigorous,  tall,  and  of  a  very  engaging  noble  coun¬ 
tenance. 

Having  reached  our  boat  again,  we  rowed  along  under 
the  fterns  of  the  canoes  to  the  end  of  the  file.  In  each  ca¬ 
noe  we  took  notice  of  vaft  bundles  of  fpears,  and  long  dubs 
or  battle-axes,  placed  upright  againft  the  platform  ;  and 
every  warrior  had  either  a  club  or  fpear  in  his  hand.  Vaft 
heaps  of  large  ftoncs  were  likewife  piled  up  in  every  canoe, 
being  their  only  miftile  weapons.  Befides  the  veffels  of 
war,  which  we  found  to  confift  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  double  canoes,  we  counted  feventy  fmaller  canoes  with¬ 
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out  the  ranks,  moft  of  which  were  double  likewife,  with  a 
roof  on  the  {tern,  intended  for  the  reception  of  the  chiefs  at 
night,  and  as  victuallers  to  the  fleet.  A  few  of  them  were 
feen,  on  which  banana-leaves  were  very  confpicuous  ;  and 
thefe  the  natives  told  us  were  to  receive  the  killed,  and  they 
called  them  e-vaa  no  t'Eatna ,  “  the  canoes  of  the  Divinity.” 
The  immenfe  number  of  people  thus  aflfembled  together  was, 
in  faCt,  more  furprifing  than  the  fplendor  of  the  whole 
{hew.  Upon  a  very  moderate  calculation,  there  could  not 
be  lefs  than  fifteen  hundred  warriors,  and  four  thoufand 
paddlers,  befides  thofe  who  were  in  the  provifion-boats,  and 
the  prodigious  crouds  on  the  fliore. 

We  were  at  a  lofs  to  know  the  meaning  of  this  arma¬ 
ment,  nor  could  we  obtain  any  information  till  we  came  back 
to  our  {hip.  The  king  having  left  O-Parre,  and  gone  into 
the  diftriCt  of  Matavai,  we  returned  on  board  about  noon. 
There  we  found  many  chiefs,  and  among  the  reft  Potatow, 
who  dined  with  us,  and  informed  us,  that  the  whole  ar¬ 
mament  was  intended  againfl:  the  ifland  of  Eimeo,  of  which 
the  chief,  a  vaflal  of  O-Too,  had  revolted.  We  learnt  at  the 
fame  time,  to  our  greater  furprize,  that  the  fleet  which  we 
had  feen  was  only  the  naval  force  of  the  Angle  diflriCl  of 
Atahooroo,  and  that  all  the  other  diflriCls  could  furnifii 
their  quota  of  veflels  in  proportion  to  their  fize.  This  ac¬ 
count  opened  our  eyes,  in  regard  to  the  population  of  the 
ifland,  and  convinced  us  in  a  few  moments,  that  it  was 
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much  more  conliderable  than  we  had  hitherto  fuppofed. 
The  refult  of  a  moll  moderate  computation  gave  us  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  perfons  in  the  two  peninfu- 
las  of  Taheitee  *. 

The  number  of  diftritfts  in  both  peninfulas  amounts  to 
forty-three  ;  we  aflumed  at  a  medium,  that  each  could 
equip  only  twenty  war-canoes,  and  we  fuppofed  each  of 
thefe  to  be  manned  only  with  thirty-five  men.  The  fum 
of  men  employed  in  the  fleet,  exclufive  of  the  attending 
boats,  would  then  be  no  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  ;  and 
thefe  we  aflume  as  the  fourth  part  of  the  whole  nation. 
What  makes  this  computation  ftill  more  moderate  is,  that 
we  fuppofe  thefe  thirty  thoufand  to  be  the  whole  number  of 
perfons  capable  of  bearing  arms,  or  fit  for  fervice  ;  and  that 
the  common  proportion  of  thefe  men,  to  the  reft  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  is  much  fmaller  than  one  fourth,  in  all  the  countries  of 
Europe. 

Captain  Cook  returned  to  O-Parre  with  us  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  The  whole  fleet  had  already  left  that  diftritft,  and 
the  canoes  were  difperfed;  but  we  found  O-Too,  and  were 
extremely  well  received.  He  conducted  us  to  feveral  of  his 
houfes,  through  a  country  which  perfe<5lly  refembled  a  gar¬ 
den  ;  fhady  fruit-trees,  fhrubberies  with  odoriferous  flow- 

*  This  calculation  was  afterwards  confirmed  to  be  very  low,  when  we  faw  the 
fleet  of  the  fmalleft  diftrift,  which  amounted  to  forty-four  war-canoes,  befides  twenty 
or  five  and  twenty  of  a  fmaller  fize. 
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ers,  and  rivulets  enlarged  into  limpid  (heets  of  water,  con¬ 
tinually  varied  before  the  eye.  The  houfes  were  all  kept  in 
the  belt  order ;  fome  were  furrounded  with  walls  of  reeds, 
but  others  were  open  like  the  ufual  dwellings  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  We  pafled  feveral  hours  in  his  company,  with  fome 
of  his  relations,  and  principal  attendants,  who  took 
every  method  to  exprefs  their  friendfhip  towards  us.  The 
converfation,  though  not  yet  very  coherent,  was  however 
extremely  lively  $  and  the  women  in  particular  laughed  and 
chatted  with  the  greateft  good  humour.  We  often  found 
them  diverting  each  other  by  playing  upon  words  ;  and 
fometimes  we  were  highly  entertained  with  a  real  witty 
(troke,  or  a  humorous  fally.  It  was  near  funfet  when  we 
departed,  after  (haring  fome  part  of  the  happinefs  which 
feems  to  be  fo  natural  to  this  favoured  ifland.  The  calm 
contented  (late  of  the  natives ;  their  (imple  way  of  life ;  the 
beauty  of  the  landscape  ;  the  excellence  of  the  climate  ;  the 
abundance,  falubrity,  and  delicious  tafle  of  its  fruits,  were 
altogether  enchanting,  and  filled  the  heart  with  rapture. 
Surely  the  fatisfacdion  which  we  naturally  feel  in  the  hap. 
pinefs  of  others,  is  one  of  the  mod  delightful  fenfations 
with  which  the  human  foul  is  bleffed. 

The  next  morning  the  captain  and  my  father  paid  an¬ 
other  vifit  to  O-Too  at  Parre,  and  found  there  the  admiral 
of  the  fleet,  Towhah,  to  whom  they  were  introduced  by 
O-Too  himfelf.  They  all  came  on  board  before  noon,  and 
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vifited  every  pare  of  the  (hip  above  and  below  decks,  parti¬ 
cularly  to  gratify  the  curiolity  of  Towhah,  who  had  never 
feen  a  (hip  before  in  his  life.  He  paid  more  attention  to  the 
multitude  of  new  obje<5ls  on  board,  to  the  ftrength  and  fize  of 
the  timbers,  mails,  and  ropes,  than  any  Taheitian  we  had  ever 
feen,  and  found  our  tackle  fo  exceedingly  fuperior  to  that  which 
is  ufual  in  his  country,  that  he  exprefled  a  wifli  to  poffefs  fe- 
veral  articles,  efpecially  cables  and  anchors.  He  was  now 
dreifed  like  the  reft  of  the  people  in  this  happy  iiland,  and 
naked  to  the  waift,  being  in  the  king’s  prefence.  His  ap¬ 
pearance  was  fo  much  altered  from  what  it  had  been  the 
day  before,  that  I  had  fome  difficulty  to  recoiled!  him. 
He  appeared  now  very  lufty,  and  had  a  moil  portly  paunch, 
which  it  was  impoffible  to  difeern  under  the  long  fpacious 
robes  of  war.  His  hair  was  of  a  fine  filvery  grey,  and  his 
countenance  was  the  mod;  engaging  and  truly  good-natured 
which  I  ever  beheld  in  thefe  iilands.  The  king  and  he 
(laid  and  dined  with  us  this  day,  eating  with  a  very  hearty 
appetite  of  all  that  was  fet  before  them.  O-Too  had  en¬ 
tirely  loft  his  uneafy,  diftruftful  air ;  he  feerned  to  be  at 
home,  and  took  a  great  pleafure  in  inftrudling  Towhah  in 
our  manners.  He  taught  him  to  make  ufe  of  the  knife 
and  fork,  to  eat  fait  to  his  meat,  and  to  drink  wine.  He 
himfelf  did  not  refufe  to  drink  a  glafs  of  this  generous  li¬ 
quor,  and  joked  with  Towhah  upon  its  red  colour,  telling 
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him  it  was  blood.  The  honeft  admiral  having  tailed  our 
grog,  which  is  a  mixture  of  brandy  and  water,  delired  to 
tafte  of  the  brandy  by  itfelf,  which  he  called  e  va'i  no  Br-etannee t 
Britifh  water,  and  drank  off  a  fmall  glafs  full,  without  mak¬ 
ing  a  wry  face.  Both  he  and  his  Taheitian  majelly  were 
extremely  chearful  and  happy,  and  appeared  to  like  our  way 
of  living,  and  our  cookery  of  their  own  excellent  provi- 
fions.  They  told  us  that  their  fleet  was  intended  to  reduce 
the  rebellious  people  of  Eimeo  (or  York  Ifland)  and  their 
chief,  Te-aree-Tabonooee,  to  obedience,  adding,  that  they 
would  make  the  attack  in  a  diftrift  of  that  ifland,  called, 
Morea.  Captain  Cook  propofed,  in  jeft,  to  accompany  them 
with  his  {hip,  and  to  fire  upon  the  enemies  of  O-Too,. 
which  at  fir  ft  they  fmiled  at,  and  approved  of ;  but  prefently 
after  they  talked  among  themfelves,  and  then  changing 
their  tone,  faid  they  could  not  make  ufe  of  his  afliftance, 
being  refolved  to  go  out  againft  Eimeo  the  fifth  day  after 
our  departure.  Whatever  might  be  the  real  motive  of 
this  refolution,  it  certainly  was  the  moft  politic  in  their  ft- 
tuation.  We  were  too  powerful  an  ally,  not  to  be  for¬ 
midable  even  to  thofe  for  whom  we  fliould  fight ;  and 
waving  that  confideration,  it  was  making  the  people  of  Ei¬ 
meo  too  important,  to  bring  our  invincible  four- pounders 
againft  them;  for  to  thefe  only  would  the  vfftory  be  aferib- 
ed,  even  by  the  vanquifhed ;  and  as  foon  as  we  fhould  have 
left  the  ifland,  the  conquerors  would  lofe  much,  of  that  im? 
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April.  portance  which  they  had  in  the  eyes  of  their  enemies  before 
the  battle.  Such  a  degree  of  contempt  might  prove  fatal 
to  them  in  the  end. 

Thurfday  2?.  My  father,  with  Dr.  Sparrman,  a  failor  and  a  marine, 
went  on  fhore  the  next  day  in  the  afternoon,  with  an  in¬ 
tent  to  go  up  to  the  fummit  of  the  mountains.  We  had 
a  great  number  of  canoes  about  us  all  this  time,  and  in 
them  there  were  always  fome  chiefs  of  different  diflriXs, 

who  brought  on  board  their  hogs,  and  their  mofl  valu- 

\ 

able  poffelfions,  in  order  to  exchange  them  for  red  feathers, 
on  which  they  placed  an  extravagant  value.  Thefe  fea¬ 
thers  produced  a  great  revolution  in  the  connexions  which 
the  women  had  formed  with  our  failors  ;  and  happy  was 
he  who  had  laid  in  a  fuflicient  flock  of  this  ufeful  and  pre¬ 
cious  merchandize  at  the  Friendly  Iflands  ;  the  women 
crouded  about  him,  and  he  had  the  choice  of  the  fairefl. 
That  our  red  feathers  had  infufed  a  general  and  irrefiflible 
longing  into  the  minds  of  all  the  people,  will  appear  from 
the  following  circumflance.  I  have  obferved,  in  the  for¬ 
mer  part  of  this  narrative,  that  the  women  of  the  families 
of  chiefs  never  admitted  the  vifits  of  Europeans  ;  and  alfo 
that  whatever  liberties  fome  unmarried  girls  might  with 

y 

impunity  allow  themfelves,  the  married  flate  had  always 
been  held  facred  and  unfpotted  at  Taheitee.  But  fuch  was 
the  force  of  the  temptation,  that  a  chief  aXually  offered 
his  wife  to  captain  Cook,  and  the  lady,  by  her  hufband’s 
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order,  attempted  to  captivate  him,  by  an  artful  difplay  of 
all  her  charms,  feemingly  in  fuch  a  carelefs  manner,  as 
many  a  woman  would  be  at  a  lofs  to  imitate.  I  was  forry, 
for  the  fake  of  human  nature,  that  this  propofal  came  from 
a  man,  whofe  general  character  was  in  other  refpeCts  very 
fair.  It  was  Potatow  who  could  defcend  to  this  meannefs, 
from  the  high  fpirit  of  grandeur  which  he  had  formerly 
fhewn.  We  exprefied  great  indignation  at  his  conduct, 
and  rebuked  him  for  his  frailty.  It  was  very  fortunate 
for  us,  that  a  confiderable  quantity  of  this  red  plumage 
had  been  difpofed  of  by  our  failors  at  the  Marquefas,  in 
exchange  for  artificial  curiofities,  before  they  knew  the 
high  value  which  it  bore  at  Taheitee.  Had  all  thefe  riches 
been  brought  to  this  ifland,  the  price  of  provifions  would 
in  all  likelihood  have  been  raifed  to  fuch  an  unreafonable 
height,  that  we  might  have  fared  even  worfe  than  during 
our  firft  vifit.  A  fingle  little  feather  was  a  valuable  pre- 
fent,  much  fuperior  to  a  bead  or  a  nail,  and  a  very  fmall 
bit  of  cloth,  clofely  covered  with  them,  produced  fuch  ex- 
tatic  joy  in  him  who  received  it,  as  we  might  fuppofe  in 
an  European,  who  fhould  unexpectedly  find  the  diamond 
of  the  Great  Mogol.  ,  Potatow  brought  on  board  hi-s  mon- 
ftrous  helmet  of  war  of  five  feet  high,  and  fold  it  for  red 
feathers  ;  fome  others  followed  his  example,  and  targets 
without  number  were  bought  by  almofl  every  failor.  But 
much  more  furprifing  than  this,  was  their  offering  for  fale 
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thofe  curious  and  fingular  mourning  dreffes,  which  are 
mentioned  in  captain  Cook’s  firft  voyage  *,  and  which  they 
would  not  part  with  on  any  account  at  that  time.  Thefe 
dreffes  being  made  of  the  rareft  productions  of  their  illand, 
and  of  the  furrounding  fea,  and  being  wrought  with  the 
greateft  care  and  ingenuity,  muft  of  courfe  bear  a  very  con- 
fiderable  value  among  them.  A  number  of  complete 
mourning  drefTes,  not  lefs  than  ten,  were  purchafed 
by  different  perfons  on  board,  and  brought  to  England. 
Captain  Cook  has  given  one  to  the  Britifh  Mufeum, 
and  my  father  has  had  the  honour  of  prefenting  an¬ 
other  to  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  now  depofited  in  the 
Afhmolean  Mufeum.  This  remarkable  drefs  confifts  of 
a  thin  flat  board,  of  a  femicircular  form,  about  two  feet 
long,  and  four  or  five  inches  broad.  Upon  thefe  are  fixed 
four  or  five  chofen  mother  of  pearl  fhells,  by  means  of 
firings  of  coco-nut  core  paffed  through  feveral  holes  which 
are  pierced  in  the  wood,  and  in  the  edges  of  the  fhells.  A 
larger  (hell  of  the  fame  kind,  fringed  with  bluifh-green 
pigeon’s  feathers,  is  fixed  to  each  end  of  this  board,  of  which 
the  concave  margin  is  placed  upwards.  Upon  the  middle 
of  the  concave  margin  there  are  two  fhells,  which  together 
form  nearly  a  circle  about  fix  inches  in  diameter  ;  and  on 
the  top  of  thefe  a  very  large  piece  of  mother  of  pearl,  com- 

*  See  Hawkfworth’s  Compilation,  vol.  II.  p.  143.  146.  236,  alio  the  plate, 
No.  5. 
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monly  with  its  purple  coating  on,  is  placed  upright.  It  is 
of  an  oblong  fhape,  enlarging  rather  towards  the  upper 
end,  and  its  height  is  nine  or  ten  inches.  A  great  number 
of  long  white  feathers,  from  the  tropic  bird’s  tail,  form  a  ra¬ 
diant  circle  round  it.  From  the  convex  margin  of  the  board 
hangs  down  a  tiffue  of  fmall  pieces  of  mother  of  pearl,  in 
fize  and  fhape  fomething  like  an  apron.  This  confifts  of 
ten  or  fifteen  rows  of  pieces  about  an  inch  and  a  half 
long,  and  one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  each  piece 
being  perforated  at  both  ends,  in  order  to  be  fixed  to  the 
other  rows.  Thefe  rows  are  made  perfe&ly  ftreight  and 
parallel  to  each  other ;  therefore  the  uppermoft  are  divided, 
and  extremely  fhort,  on  account  of  the  femicircular  fhape  of 
the  board.  The  lower  rows  are  likewife  commonly  nar¬ 
rower,  and  from  the  ends  of  each  row  a  firing  hangs  down, 
ornamented  with  opercula  of  fliells,  and  fometimes  with  Eu¬ 
ropean  beads.  A  taflfel  or  round  tail  of  green  and  yellow 
feathers  hangs  down  from  the  upper  ends  of  the  board  on 
the  fide  of  the  apron,  which  is  the  moft  fhewy  part  of  the 
whole  drefs.  A  ftrong  rope  is  fixed  on  each  fide  of  that 
pair  of  fliells,  which  refts  immediately  upon  the  concave 
margin  of  the  board,  and  this  firing  is  tied  about  the  head 
of  the  perfon  who  wears  ;the  drefs.  The  whole  piece  hangs 
down  perpendicularly  before  him,  the  apron  hides  his 
breafi  and  ftomach,  the  board  covers  his  neck  and  fhoul- 
ders,  and  the  fir  ft  pair  of  (hells  comes  before  his  face.  In 
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one  of  thefe  {hells  there  is  a  fmall  hole  cut  out,  through 
which  the  wearer  mull  look  in  order  to  find  his  way.  The 
uppermoft  {hell,  and  the  long  feathers  round  it,  extend  at 
leail  two  feet  beyond  the  natural  height  of  the  man.  The 
other  parts  of  his  drefs  are  not  lefs  remarkable.  He  puts 
on  a  mat  or  a  piece  of  cloth  with  a  hole  in  the  middle,  like 
the  ufual  drefs  of  the  country.  Over  this  he  places  an¬ 
other  of  the  fame  fort,  but  of  which  the  fore  part  hangs 
down  almoft  to  the  feet,  and  is  befet  with  many  rows  of 
buttons  made  of  pieces  of  coco-nut  {hell.  A  belt,  confiding 
of  a  twifted  rope  of  brown  and  white  cloth,  is  tied  over  this 
drefs  round  the  waift ;  a  large  cloak  of  net-work,  clofely 
befet  with  great  bluifli  feathers,  covers  the  whole  back  ;  and 
a  turban  of  brown  and  yellow  cloth,  bound  with  a  great 
quantity  of  fmall  twifted  ropes  of  brown  and  white  cloth,  is 
placed  on  the  head.  An  ample  hood  of  alternate  parallel 
ftripes  of  brown,  yellow,  and  white  cloth  defcends  from  the 
turban  to  cover  the  neck  and  (houlders,  in  order  that  as  lit¬ 
tle  as  poffible  of  the  human  figure  may  appear.  Com¬ 
monly  the  neareft  relation  of  the  deceafed  wears  this  whim- 
fical  drefs,  and  carries  in  one  hand  a  pair  of  large  pearl- 
ihells,  which  are  clapped  or  beaten  together  continually, 
and  in  the  other  a  (tick,  armed  with  fhark’s  teeth,  with 
which  he  wounds  any  of  the  natives  who  chance  to  come 
near  him  *.  What  may  have  been  the  origin  of  this  fingu- 

*  See  Hawkeftvorth,  vol.  II.  p,  236. 
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lar  cuftom  we  cannot  determine ;  but  to  me  it  feems  to  be 
calculated  to  infpire  horror  ;  and  the  fantadical  drefs  in 
which  it  is  performed,  has  fo  much  of  that  drange  and  ter¬ 
rifying  fhape  which  our  nurfes  attribute  to  ghofts  and  gob¬ 
lins,  that  I  am  aln\od  tempted  to  believe  forne  ridiculous  fu- 
perdition  lurks  under  this  funeral  rite.  The  fpirit  of  the 
deceafed,  exatding  a  tribute  of  grief  and  tears  from  its  fur- 
vivors,  and  therefore  wounding  them  with  the  fhark’s 
teeth,  would  not  be  an  idea  too  extravagant  for  men  to  have 
adopted.  Whatever  it  might  be,  we  never  could  obtain  any 
intelligence  from  the  natives  on  the  fubjedf  ;  they  gave  us 
an  account  of  the  ceremony,  and  of  the  drefs,  telling  us 
the  names  of  every  part ;  but  it  was  impoflible  to  make 
ourfelves  underftood,  as  foon  as  we  wanted  to  know  why  it 
was  fo?  The  moll  fingular  fadt  with  which  Mahine  acquaint- 
us,  relative  to  the  mourning  rite,  was,  that  at  the  death  of 
a  man,  a  woman  performs  the  ceremony  ;  but  when  a  wo¬ 
man  dies,  a  man  mud  go  the  rounds  with  the  fcare-crow 
drefs.  In  England  the  curiofity  has  been  fo  great,  that  a 
Taheitian  mourning-drefs,  which  a  failor  brought  over,  has 
been  fold  for  five  and  twenty  guineas.  Rut  in  this  refpeffc 
the  Taheitians  are  no  way  inferior  to  civilized  nations.  In 
confequence  of  Mahine’s  relation  of  his  adventures,  the 
chiefs  continually  importuned  us  to  give  them  curiofities 
from  Tonga-Tabboo,  Waihoo,  and  Waitahoo*,  indead  of 
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English  goods,  in  exchange  for  their  provifions  and  ctirioh- 
ties.  The  feathered  head-drefles  of  the  two  laft  iflands,  and 
the  bafkets,  clubs,  and  painted  cloth  of  the  former,  pleafed 
them  exceflively ;  nay,  they  were  eager  to  poflfefs  the  mats 
of  Tonga-Tabboo,  though  in  general. they  perfectly  re- 
fembled  their  own  manufacture.  Our  failors  therefore  fre¬ 
quently  took  advantage  of  their  difpofition,  and  gave 
them  the  fame  mats  under  another  name,  which  they  had 
formerly  purchafed  in  their  own  ifland,  or  in  the  Society 
Iflands.  Thus  there  is  a  fimilarity  in  the  general  inclinations 
of  human  nature,  and  particularly  in  the  defires  of  all  na¬ 
tions  who  are  not  in  a  flate  of  favage  barbarifm,  but 
have  the  advantage  of  civilization.  The  refemblance  will 
appear  ftill  more  perfect,  if  we  relate  with  what  eagernefs 
the  Taheitians  liftened  to  the  accounts  of  their  youthful  tra¬ 
veller.  They  always  attended  him  in  crouds,  their  oldeft 
men  efteemed  him  highly,  and  the  principal  people  of  the 
ifland,  not  excepting  the  royal  family,  courted  his  company. 
Befides  the  pleafureof  hearing  him,  they  had  likewife  that 
of  obtaining  a  number  of  valuable  prefents  from  him,  which 
coil  them  only  a  few  kind  expreflions.  His  time  was  fo 
agreeably  taken  up  on  fhore,  as  he  found  new  friends  in 
every  hut,  that  he  feldom  came  on  board,  unlefs  to  fetch  a 
new  fet  of  prefents,  or  to  fhew  the  fhip  to  his  acquaintance, 
and  to  introduce  them  to  captain  Cook  and  his  fhipmates. 
His  ftories,  however,  were  too  wonderful  fometimes  to  find 
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ready  belief  among  his  audience,  who  now  and  then  applied 
to  us  for  a  confirmation  of  his  account.  The  rain  con¬ 
verted  into  ftone,  the  folid  white  rocks  and  mountains  which 
we  melted  into  frefh  water,  and  the  perpetual  day  of  the 
antanTic  circle,  were  articles  which  even  ourfelves  could 
not  perfuade  them  to  credit.  The  account  of  canibals  in 

9  ■y  ' 

New  Zeeland  was  more  eafily  believed,  though  it  filled  them 
with  horror.  He  brought  on  board  a  company  of  the  na¬ 
tives  during  my  father’s  abfence  on  the  hills,  who  were 
come  on  purpofe  to  fee  the  head  of  the  New  Zeeland  boy, 
which  Mr.  Pickcrfgill  had  preferved  in  fpirits.  He  readily 
gratified  them  with  the  fight,  and  their  report  brought  great 
numbers  to  fee  it.  I  was  prefent  when  it  was  fhewn,  and 
it  ftruck  me  to  hear  them  give  it  a  peculiar  name  in  their 
language.  They  unanimoufly  called  it  te  Tae-a'i ,  which  appears 
to  be  equivalent  to  “  man  eater.”  The  refult  of  my  en¬ 
quiries  among  many  of  the  chiefs  and  moil  intelligent  people, 
on  this  extraordinary  circumftance,  was  the  following.  They 
faid  they  had  a  traditional  report  among  them,  that  in  an 
indefinite  but  very  remote  period  of  time,  there  were  man- 
eaters  upon  their  ifland,  who  made  great  havock  among 
the  inhabitants,  and  were  a  very  ftrong  robuft  people  *,  but 
that  this  race  had  long  fince  been  entirely  extindd.  The 
fame  account  was  confirmed  to  me  in  the  ftrongefl:  terms, 
on  my  return  to  England,  by  o-Mai,  with  whom  I  happened 

to  converfe  upon  the  fubjed:.  The  influence  of  this  fadT 
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upon  the  ancient  hiftory  of  Taheitee  is  very  linking  ;  but 
Hi  all  we  conclude,  that  a  fet  of  canibals  have  by  fome  acci¬ 
dent  made  a  defcent  upon  the  illand,  and  committed  depre¬ 
dations  upon  the  indigenous  people  ?  or  is  it  not  rather  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  original  date  of  the  whole  nation  is  concealed 
in  this  tradition,  and  that  all  the  Taheitians  were  anthropo¬ 
phagi,  before  they  arrived  at  that  date  of  civilization,  which 
the  excellence  of  the  country  and  climate,  and  the  profulion 
of  vegetables  and  animal  food,  has  introduced  ?  It  is  a 
fact  no  lefs  furprifing  than  certain,  that  the  more  we  ex¬ 
amine  the  hiftory  of  almod  every  nation,  the  more  we  find 

• 

this  cuftom  prevalent  in  the  fil'd  periods  of  their  exidence. 
Traces  of  anthropophagy  are  dill  extant  at  Taheitee.  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook  faw  fifteen  recent  jaw-bones  hanging  in  one 
houfe  *.  Might  they  not  be  preferved  as  trophies  taken 
from  their  enemies  ? 

The  next  morning  one  of  the  natives,  who  had  attempted 
to  deal  a  water- cade  from  our  tents,  was  apprehended  and 
confined.  O-Too  and  Towhah  coming  on  board  fomewhat 
early,  being  made  acquainted  with  his  offence,  accompanied 
captain  Cook  on  fhore  to  fee  him  punidied.  He  was  tied  to 
a  pole,  and,  with  their  confent,  received  two  dozen  of  very 
fevere  lalhes.  A  great  croud  of  natives,  who  were  fpeda- 
tors  of  this  ad,  were  fo  much  terrified,  that  they  began  to 

*  See  Hawkefworth,  vol,  II.  p.  161. 
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run  off ;  but  Towhah  called  them  back,  and,  in  a  fpeech 
which  lafted  about  four  or  five  minutes,  pointed  out  the 
equity  of  our  conduct,  and  the  necefiity  of  punching  thefts. 

He  reprefented,  that  though  our  power  was  infinitely  fupe- 
rior  to  theirs,  yet  we  neither  ftole  any  thing,  nor  ufed  any 
violence,  but  honeftly  paid  a  proper  price  for  every  thing  we 
received,  and  frequently  gave  prefents  where  we  expected  no 
return.  That  we  had  fliewn  ourfelves  their  beft  friends, 
and  that  to  deal  from  friends  was  a  fhameful  action,  which 
highly  deferved  to  be  punifhed.  The  good  fenfe  and  fin- 
glenefs  of  heart  of  this  excellent  old  man,  endeared  him  to 
us,  and  his  harangue  carried  perfuafion  among  his  au¬ 
dience.  In  the  afternoon  Towhah  came  along  fide  with  his 
wife,  an  elderly  woman,  who  feemed  to  have  the  fame  excel¬ 
lent  character  as  her  hufband.  They  were  in  a  large  dou¬ 
ble  canoe,  with  a  roof  built  over  the  ftern,  and  had  eight 
rowers.  The  old  couple  invited  Mr.  Hodges  and  myfelf  to 
come  into  the  canoe,  and  we  accompanied  them  to  Parre. 

Towhah  afked  us  a  variety  of  queftions  during  the  time  we 
were  on  the  water,  chiefly  relating  to  the  nature  and  confti- 
tution  of  the  country  from  whence  we  came.  As  he  had 
never  feen  any  of  our  perfons  of  high  rank,  he  concluded 
that  Mr.  Banks  could  be  no  lefs  than  the  king’s  brother, 
and  that  captain  Cook  was  high  admiral.  The  information 
which  we  gave  him  was  received  with  the  greateft  marks  of 
furprize  and  attention  j  but  when  we  told  him  we  had  nei¬ 
ther 
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ther  coco-nut  nor  bread-fruit  trees,  he  feemed  to  think  but 
meanly  of  our  country,  though  we  enumerated  all  its  other 
advantages.  We  were  no  fooner  landed,  than  he  ordered  a 
repaft  of  fifh  and  fruit  to  be  ferved  up,  and  infifted  on  our 
partaking  of  it.  We  had  juft  dined  before  we  left  the  fhip, 
but  unwilling  to  give  offence,  we  fat  down  and  ate  of  the 
provifions,  which  were  excellent.  Indeed  we  could  not  but 
compare  this  happy  country  to  Mahomed’s  Paradife,  where 
the  appetite  is  never  cloyed  by  being  gratified.  The  meal 
was  already  ferved,  and  we  were  going  to  help  ourfelves, 
when  Towhah  defired  us  to'ftop.  In  a  few  moments  one  of 
his  attendants  brought  a  large  cook-knife,  and  fome  bamboo* 
fticks,  inftead  of  forks.  Towhah  carved  the  victuals,  and  gave 
each  of  us  a  bamboo,  faying  he  would  eat  in  the  Englifh  man¬ 
ner.  Inftead  of  eating  his  bread-fruit  by  handfuls,  he  now 
cut  it  fmall,  and  took  a  bit  of  it  after  every  morfel  of  fifh, 
to  fliew  how  exactly  he  remembered  our  cuftom  fince  the 
time  of  his  dining  with  us.  The  good  lady  feafted  apart 
fome  time  afterwards,  according  to  the  invariable  cuftom  of 
the  country.  We  walked  about  and  chatted  with  them 
both  till  near  funfet,  when  they  embarked  in  their  canoe, 
and  returned  to  the  diftrift  called  Atahooroo,  part  of  which 
belonged  to  Towhah.  They  took  leave  of  us  very  cor¬ 
dially,  and  promifed  to  return  ‘  to  the  fhip  again  in  a  few 
days.  We  hired  a  double  canoe  for  a  nail,  and  returned 
on  board  before  it  was  dark.  I  found  Dr.  Sparrman  and 
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any  father  jufl  returned  from  the  mountains.  Noona,  the 
Tame  lively  and  intelligent  boy  whom  I  have  already  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  former  part  of  this  narrative  *,  had  been  their 
conductor.  As  they  fet  out  in  the  afternoon  (on  the 
28th)  they  only  reached  a  fmall  hut  on  the  fecond  ridge, 
having  eroded  two  deep  vallies,  and  climbed  two  deep 
hills,  rendered  very  flippery  from  a  fmart  (bower  which  had 
fallen.  Here  they  found  a  man  with  his  wife  and  three 
children.  The  man  enlarged  his  cottage  by  means  of 
branches  of  trees,  and  prepared  them  a  fupper  ;  after  which, 
having  previoufly  made  a  fire,  they  watched  and  (lept  by 
turns.  The  fire  was  feen  on  board  our  (hip ;  and  in  return 
they  heard  the  ringing  of  the  drip’s  bell  at  midnight,  though 
they  were  upwards  of  a  league  diftant  from  it.  The  whole 
night  was  fair  and  cool  ;  but  their  friendly  hod,  whofe 
name  was  Tahea,  had  a  violent  cough.  At  day  break  they 
refumed  their  march  towards  the  fummits,  and  Tahea  led 
the  way,  with  a  load  of  coco-nuts.  The  difficulties  in- 
creafed  as  they  afeended ;  the  paths  running  along  the 
narrow  ridge  of  fteep  hills,  whofe  fides  were  almoft  perpen¬ 
dicular.  The  greateft  danger  arofe  from  the  flipperinefs,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  rains  of  the  preceding  day.  When  they  had 
afeended  to  a  confiderable  height,  they  found  thick  (hrub- 
beries  and  woods  on  thefe  fteep  fides ;  and  attempting  to  col- 

*  See  vol.  I.  p.  339. 
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left  plants  there,  they  frequently  met  with  precipices  which? 
are  really  tremendous.  Still  higher  up  the  whole  ridge  was- 
covered  with  a  foreft,  where  they  gathered  a  number  of 
plants,  which  they  had  never  feen  in  the  vallies  below. 
After  they  had  croffed  the  ridge,  there  fell  a  heavy  fhower 
of  rain  ;  and  they  coming  to  a  very  dangerous  part,  Tahea 
laid  they  could  go  no  farther.  They  refolved  however  to* 
leave  their  heavy  plant  and  provifion  bags  behind,  and  went 
up  with  a  {ingle  mufket  to  the  fummit  of  the  mountain, 
which  they  reached  in  about  half  an  hour.  Juft  about 
that  time  the  clouds  broke,  and  they  had  a  profpeft  of  Hua- 
hine,  Tethuroa,  and  Tabbuamanoo.  The  view  of  the  fertile 
plain  under  their  feet,  and  of  the  valley  of  Matavai,  where 
the  river  makes  innumerable  meanders,  was  delightful  in  the 
higheft  degree.  Thick  clouds  however  prevented  their  dis¬ 
cerning  any  thing  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland.  In  a  few 
moments  even  the  other  part  was  covered  again,  and  they 
were  involved  in  a  mift  which  wetted  them  to  the  fkin.  In 
their  defcent  my  father  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  a  very 
rocky  place,  and  bruifed  his  leg  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he 
nearly  fainted  away.  When  he  recovered,  and  attempted 
to  proceed,  he  found  that  he  had  alfo  received  a  dangerous 
rupture,  for  which  he  now  continues  to  wear  a  bandage. 
Tahea  aftifted  him  in  going  down  ;  and  they  all  arrived  ©n 
board  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  upper  hills 
they  found  to  confift  of  a  kind  of  clay  extremely  compaft 
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and  {tiff.  The  vegetation  on  the  upper  part  of  the  moun- 
tains  was  luxuriant,  and  the  woods  confided  of  many  un¬ 
known  forts  of  plants.  They  enquired  particularly  for  the 
perfume-wood,  with  which  the  natives  perfume  their  oil. 

Tahea  {hewed  them  feveral  plants  which  are  fometimes  ufed 
as  fubftitutes ;  but  the  mod  precious  fort  itfelf  he  either  could 
not,  or  would  not,  point  out  to  them.  O-Mai  has  told  me 
that  there  are  at  Taheitee  no  lefs  than  fourteen  different 
forts  of  plants  employed  for  perfuming  ;  which  {hews  how 
remarkably  fond  thefe  people  are  of  fine  fmells. 

The  number  of  common  women  on  board  our  fliip  was 
confiderably  encreafed  fince  we  had  begun  to  deal  in  red  fea¬ 
thers  ;  and  this  night  in  particular  many  drolled  about  the 
decks  who  could  not  meet  with  partners.  The  abundance 
of  pork  likewife  attracted  them  j  for  being  almod  entirely 
deprived  of  that  rich  food  in  their  own  houfliold,  they  were 
eager  to  obtain  it  among  our  failors,  and  fometimes  con- 
fumed  incredible  quantities.  The  goodnefs  of  their  appetite 
and  digedion  expofed  them  however  to  the  inconvenience 
of  redleffnefs,  and  often  didurbed  thofe  who  wifhed  to  deep 
after  the  fatigues  of  the  day.  On  certain  urgent  occafions 
they  always  required  the  attendance  of  their  lovers ;  but  as 
they  were  frequently  refufed,  the  decks  were  made  to  refem- 
ble  the  paths  in  the  idands.  Every  evening  thefe  women  di¬ 
vided  into  different  troops,  which  danced  on  the  quarter- 
deck,  the  forecadle,  and  the  main-deck.  Their  mirth  was 
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often  extravagant  and  noify  j  and  fometimes  tlieir  ideas  were 
fo  original  as  to  give  great  amufement.  We  had  a  very 
weak  fcorbutic  patient  when  we  arrived  at  Taheitee  :  this 
man  being  fomewhat  recovered  by  means  of  frefh  vegetable 
food,  and  animated  by  the  example  of  the  crew,  wooed  a 
Taheitian  girl  ;  about  dulk  led  her  to  his  birth,  and  lighted 
a  candle.  She  looked  her  lover  in  the  face,  and  finding  he 
had  loft  one  eye,  Are  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  conducted 
him  upon  deck  again  to  a  girl  that  was  one-eyed  likewife, 
giving  him  to  underftand,  that  that  perfon  was  a  fit  partner 
for  him,  but  that  for  her  part  fhe  did  not  choofe  to  put  up 
with  a  blind  lover. 

Two  days  after,  my  father,  being  in  fomc  meafure  reco¬ 
vered  from  the  fatigue  of  his  late  excurfton,  and  from  the 
bruife  which  he  had  received,  went  on  fhore,  and  found 
there  o-Rettee,  the  chief  of  o-Hiddea,  a  diftrict  and  harbour 
where  M.  de  Bougainville  lay  at  anchor.  This  chief  afked 
captain  Cook,  whether,  on  his  return  to  England,  he  fhould 
fee  M.  de  Bougainville,  whom  he  called  Potavirree  ;  and 
being  anfwered  in  the  negative,  he  put  the  fame  queftion 
to  my  father.  He  replied,  it  was  not  impoftible,  though  he 
lived  in  a  different  kingdom.  “  Then,’’  faid  o-Rettee,  “  tell 
him  I  am  his  friend,  and  long  to  fee  him  again  at  o-Ta- 
heitee  ;  and  in  order  that  you  may  remember  it,  I  will  give 
you  a  hog  as  foon  as  I  return  from  my  diftriff,  to  which 
I  am  now  going.5’  With  that  he  began  to  relate,  that  his 
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friend  M;  de  Bougainville  had  had  two  fhips,  and  that  on 

board  of  one  there  was  a  woman,  but  that  fhe  was  ugly. 

He  refled  a  long  while  on  this  circumflance,  and  feemed  to 

think  it  extraordinary  that  a  fingle  woman  flaould  go  on 

fuch  an  expedition.  He  likewife  confirmed  the  account  of 

a  vifit  from  a  Spanifh  fhip,  which  we  had  learned  during 

our  firft  flay  at  Taheitee  ;  but  he  aflured  us  that  he  and  his 

countrymen  had  no  great  affedlion  for  them.  O-Rettee  was 
’  *  \ 

a  fine  grey-headed  man,  but  very  healthy  and  vigorous,  as 

the  old  people  of  Taheitee  in  general  feem  to  be  ;  his  coun¬ 
tenance  was  the  picture  of  a  lively,  chearful,  and  generous 
man.  He  told  us  he  had  been  in  many  battles,  and  fhewed 
us  feveral  wounds  he  had  received,  particularly  a  blow  with 
a  flone  on  his  temple,  which  had  left  a  deep  fear.  He  had 
fought  by  Tootahah’s  fide,  on  the  day  when  that  chief  was 
killed. 

The  next  morning  Dr.  Sparrman  went  with  me  up  the  Monday  z-. 
valley  of  Matavai,  which  the  natives  call  Tooa-ooroo.  This 
was  the  firfl  excurfion  of  any  length  which  I  undertook 
after  my  illnefs  :  I  was  therefore  highly  delighted  with  the 
beautiful  appearance  of  the  vegetable  creation,  which  had 
been  revived  by  the  late  rainy  feafon  ;  and  furprifed  at  the 
vafl  improvements  which  I  faw  throughout  the  whole  dif- 
triefb.  Wherever  I  went,  I  faw  new  and  extenfive  planta- 
tions,  in  excellent  order;  I  found  numbers  of  new  houfes 
built,  and  the  natives  at  work  upon  new  canoes  in  many 

places*. 
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places.  It  was  plain,  during  our  former  flay,  that  the  war 
between  the  two  peninfulas  had  been  diftrefsful  to  this  part 
of  the  larger  one  ;  but  at  prefent  there  was  not  the  leafl 
trace  of  it  remaining  ;  the  whole  country  was  a  fcene  of 
plenty,  where  numbers  of  hogs  grazed  around  every  houfe, 

r  i  *  •  V 

which  none  of  the  natives  attempted  to  conceal  from  us,  as 
they  had  formerly  done.  I  was  much  pleafed  to  obferve  an 
alteration  in  the  behaviour  of  the  natives,  who  never  once 
importuned  us  with  begging  for  beads  or  nails,  and  who, 
inflead  of  being  backward  to  part  with  their  (lore,  appeared 
eager  to  out- do  each  other  in  a£ts  of  benevolence  and  hofpi- 
tality.  We  did  not  pafs  a  fingle  hut,  where  we  were  not 
invited  to  come  in,  and  partake  of  fome  refrefhment  ;  and 
we  never  accepted  their  invitation,  without  being  made  ex¬ 
tremely  happy  by  their  unaffected  kindnefs.  About  ten 
o’clock  we  reached  the  manfion  of  that  hofpitable  man, 
who  had  entertained  us  fo  well  during  our  former  flay  on 
the  ifland,  when  we  came  from  the  hills  exceflively  fa¬ 
tigued  *.  He  treated  us  with  a  few  coco-nuts,  and  we  pro- 
mifed  to  come  and  dine  with  him  on  our  return  down  the 
valley.  He  gave  his  directions  accordingly,  and  accom¬ 
panied  us  all  the  way.  We  found  no  habitations  beyond 
his  houfe,  as  the  mountains  on  both  fides  approached  very 
clofe  together,  and  were  exceflively  deep.  Having  ad- 

See  vol.  I.  p.  351. 
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vanced  about  a  mile,  we  came  to  a  place  where  the  hill  on 
the  eaft  fide  formed  a  perpendicular  wall,  not  lefs  than 
forty  yards  high,  beyond  which  it  had  fome  inclination,  and 
was  crowned  with  fhrubberies  to  a  great  height.  A  fine 
cafcade  fell  from  this  fringed  part  along  the  wall  into  the 
river,  and  made  the  feene  more  lively,  which  in  itfelf  was 
dark,  wild,  and  romantic.  When  we  came  nearer,  we  ob- 
ferved  that  the  perpendicular  rock  had  many  projecting  lon¬ 
gitudinal  angles,  and  on  wading  through  the  water  to  it, 
we  found  it  to  confift  of  real  columns  of  black  compact 
bafaltcs,  fuch  as  the  natives  manufacture  into  tools.  They 
hood  upright,  parallel,  and  joined  to  each  other.  Their 
diameter  feemed  not  to  exceed  fifteen  or  eighteen  inches, 
and  only  one  or  two  angles  of  the  fame  pillar  projected  or 
were  vifible.  As  it  is  now  generally  fuppofed  that  bafaltes 
is  a  production  of  volcanoes,  we  have  here  another  drong 
proof  that  Taheitee  has  undergone  great  changes  by  fuch 
fubterraneous  fires,  where  nature  produces  the  moil  won* 
derful  chymical  operations,  upon  a  very  extenfive  plan. 
Beyond  thefe  columns  the  vale,  for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three 
miles,  is  more  and  more  confined  by  mountains,  fo  that  we 
found  it  difficult  to  proceed,  having  been  obliged  to  crofs 
the  river  near  fifty  times.  At  lad  we  came  to  the  fame  place 
where  Mr.  Banks  was  obliged  to  flop  in  his  excurfion  , 

* 

*  See  Hawkefwortb,  vol.  II.  p.  173, 

We 

L-*  * 


$7 

1 

»77<t» 

May, 


88 


T7’,4. 

May, 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

We  found  it  equally  impoffible  to  proceed ;  and  being 
much  fatigued  by  continually  clambering  over  rocks  and 
rugged  ground,  fet  out  on  our  return.  By  the  way  we 
collected  fome  plants  which  we  had  not  yet  feen  ;  and  after 
a  walk  of  two  hours,  reached  the  dwelling  of  our  hofpitable 
friend.  We  dined  heartily  on  vegetables,  and  rewarded 
our  hoft  with  red  feathers  to  his  heart’s  content  ;  not  for¬ 
getting  to  give  him  fome  iron-ware,  which  would  prove 
ufeful  to  him  when  the  feathers  were  loft  or  deftroyed. 
His  daughter,  whom  we  had  feen  on  our  former  viftt,  was 
now  married  to  a  man  in  a  remote  diftrid,  our  prefents 
having  made  her  a  rich  heirefs  in  this  country.  We  came 
onboard  near  funfer.  having  rambled  very  leifurely  through 
the  plain  of  Matavai',  captivated  by  the  beauty  and  fertility 
of  the  profped,  and  the  additional  ludre  which  a  fine  even* 
ing  fpread  over  ir. 

Captain  Cook,  with  my  father  and  fcveral  officers,  had 
been  at  Parre  to  vifit  O-Too.  They  had  been  conduded  to 
a  place  where  a  new  war-canoe  was  building,  which  the 
king  intended  to  call  O-Taheitee.  But  captain  Cook  made 
him  a  prefent  of  an  Engliffi  jack  *,  a  grapnel,  and  a  grap¬ 
nel-rope,  and  deftred  that  it  might  be  called  the  Britannia. 
The  king  immediately  confented,  the  jack  was  hoifted,  and 
the  people  gave  three  cheers. 

“  An  enflgn  or  flag,  commonly  hoifted  on  the  bowfprit. 
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I  recommended  it  to  Mr.  Hodges  to  vifit  the  cafcade 
which  I  had  found  in  the  valley ;  and  accordingly  the  next 
day  he  went  up  with  feveral  gentlemen,  and  took  a  view  of 
it,  and  of  the  bafalt-pillars  under  it.  We  ate  of  a  large 
albecore  (/comber  thynnus ,  Linn.)  that  day,  which  gave  us  all 
a  fudden  heat  in  the  face,  and  a  violent  head-ache.  Some 
had  likewife  a  purging ;  and  a  fervant  who  had  entirely 
dined  upon  it,  was  violently  affe&ed  with  vomiting  and 
purging.  It  is  probable  that  the  fifh  was  caught  by  means 
of  fome  intoxicating  plant,  which  had  perhaps  communi¬ 
cated  a  noxious  quality  to  the  meat. 

We  learnt  about  this  time  that  Mahine  had  married  the 
daughter  of  Toperree,  a  chief  of  Matavai.  A  midfhipman 
acquainted  us  that  he  had  been  prefent  on  the  occafion,  and 
that  he  had  feen  a  number  of  ceremonies  performed:  but 
being  intreated  to  give  the  particulars,  he  faid,  that  though 
they  were  extremely  curious,  he  could  not  remember  one  of 
them,  and  did  not  know  how  to  relate  them.  By  this 
means  we  loll  the  opportunity  of  making  a  confiderable 
difcovery,  in  regard  to  the  cuftoms  of  thefe  iflanders.  It 

is  pity  that  no  intelligent  obferver  was  prefent,  who  might 

* 

at  leaft  have  related  what  he  had  feen.  Mahine  came  on 
board  with  his  bride,  who  was  a  very  young  girl,  of  a  low. 
flature,  but  not  remarkable  for  beauty.  She  was  very  well 
fkilled  in  the  art  of  begging  for  prefents,  and  went 
through  the  whole  £hip  colletfling  a  vaft  number  of  beads, 
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nails,  fhirts,  and  red  feathers,  for  which  {he  was  indebted  to- 
the  friendffiip  which  every  body  felt  for  Mahine.  This' 
youth  told  us  he  had  a  great  mind  to  fettle  at  Taheitee, 
fince  his  friends  had  offered  him  land,  houfe,  and  property" 
of  all  kinds  there.  He  was  received  into  an  aree’s  family, 
elteemed  by  the  king  himfelf,  and  refpe&ed  by  all  the  peo^ 
pie  ;  nay,  one  of  his  friends  had  given  him  an  attendant,  or 
towtow,  a  boy  who  conflantly  waited  on  him  wherever  he- 
went ;  who  punctually  executed  all  his  orders,  and  feemed: 
to  be  but  little  different  from  a  Have. 

Though  Mahine  had  laid  afide  the  idea  of  going  to  Eng’- 
land,  yet  the  lively  boy,  Noona,  was  very  defirous  of  vifiting 
that  country,  and  fpoke  to  my  father  and  feveral  other  gen¬ 
tlemen,  in  the  moft  urgent  terms,  to  take  him  on  board'. 
As  my  father  propofed  to  take  him  entirely  at  his  own  ex¬ 
pence,  captain  Cook  confented  immediately  to  his  reception. 
The  boy  was  however  told,  that  he  muff  never  expeCt  to 
come  back,  fince  it  wa3  very  doubtful  whether  another  (hip 
would  be  fent  to  Taheitee  again.  Noona  was  too  much 
bent  upon  going  with  us,  to  hefitate  a  moment  even  at  this 
difficulty.  He  refigned  the  hope  of  returning  to  his  coun¬ 
try,  for  the  pleafure  of  vifiting  ours.  In  the  evening  how¬ 
ever  of  the  fame  day  captain  Cook  declared  he  would  not 
take  him  on  board,  and  he  was  accordingly  obliged  to  re¬ 
main  at  Taheitee.  As  it  was  intended  to  teach  him  the  ru¬ 
diments  of  the  arts  of  the  carpenter  and  fmith,  he  would 

have 
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liave  returned  to  his  country  at  lead  as  valuable  a  member 
of  fociety  as  O-Mai,  who,  after  a  day  of  two  years  in  Eng¬ 
land,  will  be  able  to  amufe  his  countrymen  with  the  mufic 
of  a  hand-organ,  and  with  the  exhibition  of  a  puppet- 
fhow. 

We  pafTed  feveral  days  in  vifiting  the  plains  of  Matavai, 
and  the  extenfive  valley  of  Ahonnoo,  which  is  one  of  the  mod 
fertile,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  mod  pi&urefque,  in  the  whole 
idand.  On  the  6th,  in  the  afternoon,  my  father  and  Dr.  Friday  6. 
Sparrman  went  up  . to  the  hills  a  fecond  time,  and  I  accom¬ 
panied  them,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  fome  new  plants 
there,  fince  we  had  entirely  exhauded  the  Flora  of  the 
plains.  We  pafled  the  night  again  in  Tahea’s  hut,  with 
this  difference,  that  we  did  not  keep  watch.  Tahea  was  a 
merry  humorous  fellow ;  and  it  was  his  condant  requed  to 
us  to  call  him  medua  (father),  and  his  wife  o-pattea  * 
(mother.) 

We  went  up  early  the  next  day,  but  did  not  care  to  go 
quite  to  the  fummit.  In  the  fored  we  collected  a  number  of 
new  plants,  and  fhot  a  fwallow.  As  we  fet  out  before  fun- 
rife,  Tahea  and  his  brother,  who  went  up  with  us,  caught 
fome  terns,  which  dept  on  the  bufhes  along  the  path.  He 
told  us  that  many  aquatic-birds  come  to  red  on  the  moun- 

*  Patt'ea  is  properly  a  word  of  endearment,  equivalent  to  our  mamma .  This  lafl 
.ghc  Taheitians  likewife  make  ufe  of  in  the  identical  fenfe  that  we  do. 
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tains,  after  roaming  all  day  over  the  fea  in  quell  of  food  y 
and  that  the  tropic-bird  in  particular  has  its  neil  there.  The 
long  tail  feathers,  which  it  annually  Iheds,  are  commonly 
found  there,  and  much  fought  after  by  the  natives.  We 
faw  the  clouds  coming  over  the  fummit,  and  defcending  to¬ 
wards  us ;  therefore,  in  order  to  keep  our  plants  dry,  we 
battened  down,  and  at  four  o’clock  reached  the  fhip,  where 
we  found  the  whole  royal  family  alTembled,  and  among 
them  Neehourai,  the  eldefl  filter  of  O-Too,  married  to 
T’-aree-Derre,  the  fon  of  Ammo*.  T’-aree-Watow,  the 
king’s  next  brother,  Raid  after  they  were  all  gone,  and 
pafled  the  night  on  board.  To  amufe  him  we  let  off  fome 
falfe  fires  at  the  malt- head,  with  which  he  was  highly  en¬ 
tertained.  At  fupper,  he  enumerated  to  us  all  his  re- 

*  .  t 

lations,  and  gave  us  fome  account  of  the  hiltory  of 
Taheitee,  which  o-Ma’f  entirely  confirmed  to  me,  after 
my  return  to  England.  From  his  information  we 
learned,  that  Ammo,  Happa’i,  and  Tootahah  were  three 
brothers,  and  that  Ammo,  being  the  eldeft,  was  king  of  all 
Taheitee.  He  married  o-Poorea  (Oberea)  a  princefs  of  the 
royal  family,  and  had  by  her  t’-Aree-Derre,  who  was  im¬ 
mediately  ttyled  Aree-rahai,  or  king  of  Taheitee.  During 
the  period  of  Ammo’s  reign,  captain  Wallis  vifited  the 
iiland,  and  found  o-Poorea  (Oberea)  invelted  with  regal  au- 

*  See  vol.  I.  p.  3$8.  Likewife  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  154. 
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thority.  About  a  year  after  his  departure,  a  war  broke  out 
between  o-Ammo  and  his  vaflal  Aheatua,  the  king  of  the 
lefler  peninfula.  Aheatua  landed  at  Paparra,  where  Ammo 
commonly  refided,  and  after  routing  his  forces  with  great 
daughter,  deftroyed  the  plantations  and  houfes  by  fire,  and 
carried  off  all  the  hogs  and  poultry  which  he  could  find. 
Ammo  and  Poorea,  with  all  their  attendants,  among  whom 
o-Mai,  according  to  his  own  account,  was  one,  fled  to  the 
mountains  in  December  17  68.  At  lafl  the  conqueror  con¬ 
sented  to  a  peace,  on  condition  that  Ammo  fliould  entirely 
refign  the  government,  and  that  the  fuccefllon  fliould  be 
taken  from  his  fon,  and  conferred  upon  0-T00,  the  elded 
fon  of  his  brother  Happai.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  Too- 
tahah,  the  youngeft  brother  of  Ammo,  was  appointed  rea¬ 
gent.  This  revolution  bears  a  great  refemblance  to  thofe 
which  happen  too  frequently  in  the  defpotic  kingdoms  of 
Alia.  It  is  but  feldom  that  the  conqueror  dares  to  govern 
the  country  which  he  has  fubdued ;  in  general  he  only  plun¬ 
ders.  it,  and  appoints  another  Sovereign,  whom  he  choofes 
from  among  the  royal  family  of  the  land.  O-Poorea  foon 
after  quarrelled  with  her  hufband,  and  frequently  beat  him  ; 
upon  which  they  Separated  ;  he  took  a  very  handfome  young 
woman  to  his  bed,  and  {he  heaped  her  favours  on  Obadee 
and  other  lovers.  Some  infidelity  on  the  part  of  Ammo 
feems  to  have  been  the  foundation  of  this  quarrel.  Thefe 
accidents,  which  are  not  fo  frequent  at  Taheitee  as  in  Eng¬ 
land;,, 
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land,  are  however  not  absolutely  unufual  in  that  ifland, 
especially  when  the  lady  has  loft  the  charms  which  ren¬ 
dered  her  amiable,  and  yet  demands  the  Same  attention  as 
before.  An  inftance  fimilar  to  this  happened  on  board. 
Polatehera,  formerly  the  wife  of  Potatow,  but  now  Sepa¬ 
rated  from  him,  had  taken  a  young  hufband  or  lover  in  his 
ftead,  as  Soon  as  her  firft  lord  had  provided  himfelf  with 
another  partner.  The  young  man  had  an  affection  for  a 
Taheitian  girl,  and  our  fhip  was  the  place  of  their  rendez¬ 
vous.  They  did  not  however  contrive  their  amours  So  well, 
as  to  remain  undiscovered.  The  maSculine  Polatehera 
caught  them  one  morning,  gave  her  rival  many  hearty 
boxes  on  the  ear,  and  humbled  the  guilty  lover  with  a  Se¬ 
vere  reprimand. 

Captain  Cook  found  the  government  of  Taheitee 
in  the  hands  of  Tootahah,  when  he  arrived  in  the 
Endeavour.  After  his  departure  Tootahah,  being  greatly 
enriched  by  the  prefents  he  had  obtained,  perfuaded  the 
chiefs  of  O-Taheitee-nue,  or  the  Great  Peninfula,  to  go 
againft  Aheatua,  whom  he  could  not  forgive  on  account  of 
the  inSult  Ihewn  to  his  family.  They  equipped  a  fleet,  and 
went  to  Tiarraboo,  where  Aheatua  was  prepared  to  receive 
them.  He  was  an  old  man  *,  defirous  to  end  his  days  in 
peace  ;  and  therefore  Sent  to  Tootahah,  to  allure  him  that  he 
was  his  friend,  and  always  intended  to  continue  So ;  and 

*  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  158. 
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that  he  defired  him  to  return  to  his  country,  without  at¬ 
tacking  thofe  who  had  an  affe&ion  for  him.  Tootahah 
was  not  diffuaded  from  his  purpofe,  but  gave  orders  to  en¬ 
gage.  The  lofs  on  both  Tides  was  nearly  equal*  but  Too¬ 
tahah  retired,  in  order  to  attack  his  enemy  by  land.  Hap- 
pai,  with  all  his  family,  difapproved  of  this  Rep,  and  re¬ 
mained  at  o-Parre  ;  but  Tootahah  took  o-Too  with  him,  and 
marched  to  the  ifthmus  between  the  two  peninfulas.  Here 
Aheatua  met  him,  and  a  pitched  battle  enfued,  which  ended 
in  the  total  difperfion  of  Tootahah’s  army.  Tootahah  him- 
felf  was  killed.  Some  told  us  he  had  been  taken  prifonery 
and  was  put  to  death  afterwards  ;  but  others,  and  among 
them  o-Mai,  afferted  that  he  had  been  flain  in  the  heat  of 
the  engagement.  O-Too  retired  precipitately  to  the  moun¬ 
tains  with  a  few  chofen  friends,  whilft  Aheatua,  with  his 
victorious  forces,  immediately  marched  to  Matavai  and  o- 
Parre.  At  his  arrival  Happai  retired  to  the  mountains,  but 
Aheatua  fent  to  affure  him  that  he  had  no  quarrel  with  him. 
or  his  family,  and  that  his  wiffi  had  always  been  for  peace. 
Thofe  on  the  mountain  enquired  in  their  turn  concerning, 
the  fate  of  Tootahah  and  o-Too  ;  they  heard  that  the  for¬ 
mer  was  killed,  and  that  no  body  knew  what  was  become 
of  the  other.  Soon  after  o-Too  arrived  through  many  diffi¬ 
cult  pafles,  and  over  precipices,  and  coming  down  from  the 
higheft  fummits,  joined  his  father,  and  all  who  were  with 
him.  A  general  peace  was  immediately  concluded,  after 

which* 
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which  O-Too  affumed  the  reins  of  government  himfelf,  and 
the  vaft  improvements  in  the  country,  which  we  noticed  in 
eight  months  time,  feem  to  prove  that  he  is  a  very  intelli¬ 
gent  man,  who  promotes  the  general  good  of  his  fubje<5ts. 
Aheatua  died  foon  after;  and  his  fon  of  the  fame  name, 
whom  we  found  at  Aitepeha  in  Auguft  1773,  fucceeded 
him. 

Te-aree-Watow  farther  acquainted  us,  that  his  father 
had  eight*  children.  i.Theeldeft,  Tedua  (princefs)  Nee- 
hourai,  who  feemed  to  be  about  thirty  years  old,  and  is 
married  to  the  fon  of  Ammo,  called  T’-aree-Derre.  2.  The 
next  Tedua  (princefs)  Towrai,  was  unmarried,  about  fe- 
ven  and  twenty,  and  appeared  to  have  almoft  as  great  au¬ 
thority  among  the  women,  as  the  king  her  brother  had  in 
the  whole  ifland.  3.  O-Too,  aree-rahai,  or  king  of  Tahei- 
tee,  is  about  twenty-fix  years  of  age ;  Aheatua  is  obliged  to 
uncover  his  (houlders  in  his  piefence,  as  before  his  rightful 
paramount.  4.  Tedua  (princefs)  Tehamai,  who  was  the 
next  to  him,  died  young.  5.  T’-arce-Watow  himfelf  was 
the  next  in  order,  and  appeared  to  be  about  fixteen  years  of 
age ;  he  told  us  he  had  another  name,  but  which  I  have  for¬ 
gotten,  from  whence  I  conclude,  that  this  which  I  have 
mentioned  is  only  his  title.  6.  His  next  brother  is  Tubuai- 

r  r 

terai,  likewife  called  Mayorro,  a  boy  of  ten  or  eleven  years 
old.  7.  Erreretua,  a  little  girl  of  feven  years  ;  and  8.  Te- 

f  -  ^ 

paow,  a  boy  of  four  or  five,  are  the  two  youngeft.  A 

healthy, 
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healthy,  but  not  corpulent  habit  of  body,  and  a  large 
bufliy  head  of  hair,  were  extremely  chara£teriftic  of  the 
whole  family.  Their  features  in  general  were  pleafing, 
but  their  complexions  rather  brown,  except  that  of  Neehou- 
rai’  and  O-Too.  The  whole  family  appeared  to  be  very 
much  beloved  among  the  nation,  who  in  general  are  ex¬ 
tremely  fond  of  their  chiefs.  In  return,  their  behaviour  to 
every  body  was  fo  affable  and  kind,  that  it  commanded  a  ge¬ 
neral  good-will.  -  Tedua-Towrai  commonly  accompanied  the 
king  her  brother  when  he  came  to  vifit  us  on  board  ;  and 
did  not  think  (he  demeaned  herfelf  by  going  to  trade  for  red 
feathers  among  the  common  failors,  in  exchange  for 
cloths  and  various  curiofities.  She  happened  once  to  be  in 
the  cabin  with  O-Too,  captain  Cook,  and  my  father,  look¬ 
ing  over  great  heaps  of  iron  ware,  and  other  articles  of 
trade  ;  but  the  captain  being  called  out,  Ihe  whifpered  fome- 
thing  to  her  brother,  who  immediately  endeavoured  to  di¬ 
vert  my  father’s  attention  by  afking  feveral  queftions.  My 
father  took  the  hint,  and  the  princefs  believing  {he  was  not 
obferved,  concealed  two  large  fpike-nails  in  the  folds  of  her 
garments.  When  captain  Cook  returned,  my  father  ac¬ 
quainted  him  with  this  little  ftratagem ;  but  they  agreed  that 
it  was  moil  politic  not  to  take  any  notice  of  it.  Before  this 
time,  (he  had  frequently  expreffeda  particular  defire  to  carry 
away  with  her  one  or  other  article  of  our  riches,  and  had 
never  been  refufed ;  on  the  contrary,  we  had  commonly 
Vo  l.  II.  O  given 


’774- 

May. 


9 8 


•  May. 


Sunday  «. 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

given  more  than  (he  demanded.  It  was  therefore  extraor¬ 
dinary,  that  flie  (hould  be  tempted  to  Real  that  which  might 
fo  eafily  have  been  obtained  by  fair  means ;  it  (hould  feem 
as  if  (lie  had  a  flrange  predilection  for  things  acquired  by 
Health,  and  for  which  (lie  was  only  indebted  to  her  own  in¬ 
genuity.  Some  of  the  women  on  board  likewife  accufed 
her  of  admitting  towtows,  or  men  of  the  lowed  rank,  to  her 
bed  at  night  privately,  and  unknown  to  her  brother.  In  a 
country  where  the  impulfes  of  nature  are  followed  without 
refiraint,  it  would  be  extraordinary  if  an  exception  (hould 
be  made,  and  dill  more  fo,  if  it  (liould  confine  thofe  who 
are  accudomed  to  have  their  will  in  mod  other  refpetds* 
The  padions  of  mankind  are  fimilar  every  where ;  the  fame 
indintds  are  active  in  the  dave  and  the  prince  $  eonfequently 
the  hidory  of  their  effe&s  mud  ever  be  the  fame  in  every 
country. 

O-Too  came  to  the  tents  on  Point  Venus  very  early  in 
the  morning,  and  acquainted  the  ferjeant  of  marines  that 
one  of  the  natives  had  dolen  a  mufket  from  a  centry,  and 
was  run  off  with  it:  he  likewife  difpatched  Tee,  his  meflen- 
ger,  on  board  to  fetch  his  brother,  who  obeyed  the  fum- 
mons,  after  breakfading  with  us.  As  foon  as  they  returned 
on  fhore,  O-Too,  with  all  his  family,  fled  to  the  weflward, 
being  apprehenfive  that  the  mufket  would  be  redemanded 
at  their  hands.  Captain  Cook  feized  feveral  double  travel¬ 
ling-canoes  belonging  to  different  chiefs,  and  particularly 

that 
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that  of  Maratata,  who  was  accufed  of  having  ordered  one  of 
his  attendants  to  commit  the  theft.  This  chief  himfelf  was 
in  his  canoe,  and  haftened  to  convey  it  out  of  our  reach  ; 
but  the  captain  firing  feveral  mufkets  at  it,  Maratata  and 
all  his  rowers  leaped  into  the  fea,  and  fwam  aflaore.  About 
noon  Tee  came  on  board,  and  acquainted  us  that  the  thief 
was  gone  to  the  Leffer  Peninfula,  or  Tiarraboo  ;  upon  which 
all  the  canoes,  except  Maratata’s  were  again  reflored  to 
their  owners.  We  kept  quiet  on  board  till  the  afternoon, 
having  but  few  of  the  natives  with  us,  among  whom  there 
was  not  one  woman.  Towards  evening  captain  Cook  went 
afliore,  and  foon  after  fome  natives  arrived  in  a  mofl  pro- 
fufe  perfpiration,  who  brought  not  only  the  mufket,  but 
alfo  a  bundle  of  cloaths  and  a  two-hour-glafs,  which  had 
been  Rolen  about  the  fame  time.  They  related,  that  hav¬ 
ing  overtaken  the  thief,  they  had  beaten  him  mofl  feverely, 
and  obliged  him  to  fhew  where  he  had  concealed  the  Rolen 
goods  in  the  fand.  Notwithstanding  their  appearance,  we 
did  not  give  much  credit  to  their  Rory,  efpecially  as  one  of 
them  had  been  fo  lately  feen  about  the  tents,  that  it  was 
impoffible  he  could  have  run  to  any  great  diRance.  They 
received  fome  prefents,  however,  to  fhew  that  we  meant  to 
reward  their  zeal  in  our  fervice.  The  next  day  there  was 
no  trade  carried  on  ;  but  Tee  came  on  board  again,  defiring 

the  captain  to  vifit  the  king  at  Parre,  who  v/as  matow9  an 

/ 

ambiguous  court-phrafe,  exprefling  not  only  that  be  was 

O  2  afraid, 
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™  afraid,  but  that  he  wiflied  to  be  put  into  good  humour  with 
prefents.  The  captain  and  my  father  went  to  him,  whilft 
Dr.  Sparrman  and  myfelf  were  put  afhore  at  the  tents.  We 
found  the  people  a  good  deal  terrified  at  the  extraordinary 
fteps  which  had  been  taken,  on  our  part, to  do  juftice  to  our- 
felves.  They  had  received  ftritft  orders  from  the  king  not 
to  fell  any  provifions,  however  they  treated  us  with  coco¬ 
nuts  and  other  refrefhments  with  their  ufual  hofpitality* 
At  noon  we  came  on  board,  and  the  captain  returned  foon 
after,  having  ratified  the  friendlhip  with  O-Too.  No  wo¬ 
men  came  on  board  this  night,  the  king  having  prohibited 
it,  left  they  fhould  give  occafion  to  complaints,  by  dealing 
Tuefday  io,  from  our  people.  However  the  next  day  they  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  vifit  our  failors  again  ;  and  with  them  came  a 
number  of  canoes  loaden  with  vegetable  provifions,  and 
fome  with  frefti  filh.  Captain  Cook  fent  Mahine  with  fe- 
veral  prefents  to  Towhah,  into  Atahooroo,  in  return  for  fe- 
veral  hogs  which  he  had  received.  During  his  abfence,  O- 
Poorea  (Oberea)  once  the  queen  of  Taheitee,  came  on  board, 
and  prefented  two  hogs  to  captain  Cook.  The  fame  of  our 
red  feathers  had  reached  to  the  plains  of  Paparra,  for  die 
told  us  die  was  come  to  have  fome  of  them.  She  appeared 
to  be  between  forty  and  fifty  ;  her  perfon  was  tall,  large,  and 
fat,  and  her  features,  which  feemed  once  to  have  been  more 
agreeable,  were  now  rather  mafculine.  However  fome- 
thing  of  her  former  greatnefs  remained  ;  llie  had  ct  an  eye 

to 
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to  threaten  or  command  and  a  free  and  noble  deport-  ^74- 
ment.  She  did  not  Ray  long  on  board,  probably  becaufe 
file  felt  berfelf  of  lefs  confequence  in  our  eyes  than  formerly. 

After  enquiring  for  her  friends  of  the  Endeavour,  fhe  went 
alhore  in  her  canoe.  O-Ammo  likevvife  came  to  the  fiiip 
about  this  time,  but  was  Rill  lefs  noticed  than  his  late  con- 
fort  ;  and  being  little  known  on  board,  was  not  permitted 
to  come  even  into  the  captain’s  cabin.  It  was  with  diffi¬ 
culty  that  he  could  difpofe  of  his  hogs,  as  we  had  now  fo 
many  on  board,  that  we  did  not  care  to  croud  the  decks 
with  more.  Thefe  two  royal  perfonages  are  living  exam- 
amples  of  the  inRability  of  human  grandeur. 

We  contrived  feveral  diverfions  for  O-Too  on  the  12th. 

Thunday  iz . 

We  fired  our  guns  with  round  and  grape-ffiot  acrofs  the 
reef  into  the  fea,  at  which  he  and  a  croud  of  feveral  thou- 
fand  fpe&ators  were  highly  delighted.  In  the  evening  we 
let  off  a  few  fky-rockets,  and  fome  air-balloons,  which 
heightened  their  raptures,  and  filled  them  with  admiration. 

They  looked  upon  us  as  extraordinary  people,  who  had 
fires  and  fiars  at  command,  and  gave  our  fire-works  the 
name  of  H^iva-Bretar.nee,  the  Britifh  Feflival. 

All  the  next  day  a  number  of  people  furrounded  the  Chip, 
who  brought  no  provifions,  but  great  quantities  of  cloth  and 
curiofities,  having  obferved  that  we  prepared  to  leave  them. 

t 
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In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  O-Parre  with  captain  Cook, 
and  found  our  worthy  friend  Towhah  there  with  Maliine. 
Towhah  had  been  dangeroufly  ill  of  a  diforder  fimilar  to  the 
gout,  and  his  legs  were  {till  fwelled,  and  exceflively  painful. 
He  was  however  come  to  take  leave  of  us,  and  promifed  to 
vifit  us  the  next  morning.  O-Too  likewife  met  us  there,  and 
fpoke  of  fending  a  fupply  of  bread-fruit,  which  we  valued 
more  than  hogs  at  prefent.  Early  the  next  morning  we  re¬ 
ceived  the  vifit  of  a  great  part  of  the  nobility  of  the  whole 
ifland.  Among  them  was  Happai  and  all  his  children,  ex¬ 
cept  O-Too.  Towhah  and  his  wife  likewife  came  about 
eight  o’clock,  and  brought  great  loads  of  prefents  of  all 
forts  to  us.  The  good  old  admiral  was  fo  ill  that  he  could 
not  Hand  on  his  legs  ;  he  was  very  defirous  however  to  come 
upon  deck;  we  therefore  flung  a  chair  in  ropes,  and  hoifted 
him  up  in  it,  to  his  great  delight,  and  to  the  aflonilhmenc 
of  all  his  countrymen.  We  difcourfed  on  the  fubjeifl  of  the 
intended  expedition  againft  Eimeo,  which  he  Hill  allured  us 
would  take  place  foon  after  our  departure.  Notwithfland- 
ing  his  illnefs.,  he  was  determined  to  command  the  fleet  in 
perfon,  faying  it  was  of  little  confequence  if  they  killed  an 
old  man,  who  could  no  longer  be  ufeful.  He  was  very 
chearful  under  his  infirmities,  and  his  way  of  thinking  was 
nobly  difinterefted,  and  feemed  to  be  animated  by  true  he- 
roifm.  He  took  leave  of  us  with  a  degree  of  cordiality  and 
emotion,  which  touched  the  heart,  and  might  have  recon¬ 
ciled 
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died  a  mifanthrope  to  the  world.  Mahine,  who  came  on 
board  with  him,  refolved  to  go  with  us  to  Raietea,  to  vifit 
his  relations  and  friends  in  the  Society  Iflands,  and  then  to 
return  to  Taheitee,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  meet  with  an  oppor¬ 
tunity.  He  confidered,  that  having  pofleffions  in  feveral 
of  thofe  iflands,  it  was  his  intereft  to  return  thither,  and  to 
difpofe  of  them  to  the  greateft  advantage.  He  introduced 
to  captain  Cook  feveral  natives  of  Borabora,  one  of  which 
was  his  brother ;  they  defired  a  paflage  to  the  Society 
Iflands,  which  captain  Cook  readily  granted.  With  a  de¬ 
gree  of  exultation,  he  imparted  to  us  in  confidence,  that  he 
had  fhared  O-Poorea’s  bed  the  laft  night;  this  he  efteemed 
as  a  great  honour  and  mark  of  eminence,  and  fhewed  us 
feveral  pieces  of  the  bell  cloth,  which  fhe  had  prefented  to 
him.  O-Poorea  was  therefore  not  too  old  to  relifh  fenfual 
gratifications  even  in  a  warm  climate,  where  the  epocha  of 
maturity  feems  to  happen  at  a  much  earlier  age  than  in 
colder  countries,  and  where  of  courfe  every  fiage  of  hu¬ 
man  life  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  only  a  proportionate 
duration.  O-Too  not  being  arrived  on  board,  we  went  to 
vifit  him  once  more,  and  to  view  fome  war-canoes  which 
lay  at  Parre.  We  found  only  forty- four,  all  which  be¬ 
longed  to  Tittaha,  the  fmalleft  diftrift  in  the  north- weft  pe- 
ninfula  of  Taheitee.  O-Too  ordered  fome  military  evolu¬ 
tions  to  be  made  before  us,  which  were  performed  with 
great  dexterity.  The  chiefs  were  all  drdTed  in  their 
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habits,  and  had  targets,  but  no  helmets.  There  were 
alfo  fome  little  boys,  who  wore  the  drelTes,  and  par¬ 
ried  the  fpears  with  as  great  agility  as  grown  peo¬ 
ple.  Their  method  was  to  reft  the  point  of  a  fpear  or  long 
battle-axe  on  the  ground  before  them,  fo  that  it  made  an 
angle  of  about  25  or  30  deg.  with  the  ground.  With  the 
other  end,  which  they  held  in  their  hand,  they  contrived  to 
keep  the  fpear  always  in  the  middle,  right  before  the  body. 
By  this  means  the  fpear  of  the  adverfary  always  Aid  off  on 
one  fide  or  the  other,  without  ever  coming  near  the  body. 
Some  of  the  canoes  likewife  performed  part  of  their  ma¬ 
noeuvre.  They  came  fingly  one  after  another  through  the 
narrow  entrance  of  the  reef;  but  as  foon  as  they  were  with¬ 
in,  they  formed  in  a  line,  and  joined  clofe  together.  On 
the  middlemoft  canoe  there  was  a  man  placed  behind  the 
fighting  ftage,  who  gave  fignals  with  a  green  branch  to  the 
rowers,  either  to  paddle  to  the  right  or  left.-  The  move¬ 
ment  in  confequence  of  his  command  was  in  perfect  tune, 
and  fo  very  regular,  that  it  feemed  as  if  all  the  paddles 
were  parts  of  the  fame  machine  which  moved  fome  hun¬ 
dred  arms  at  once.  This  man  might  be  compared  to  the 
KsA tvzYiQ  in  the  fhips  of  the  ancient  Greeks :  indeed,  the 
view  of  the  Taheitian  fleet  frequently  brought  to  our  mind 
an  idea  of  the  naval  force  which  that  nation  employed  in 
the  firft  ages  of  its  exiftence,  and  induced  us  to  compare 
them  together.  The  Greeks  were  doubtlefs  better  armed, 
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having  the  ufe  of  metals ;  but  it  feemed  plain,  from  the 
writings  of  Homer,  in  fpight  of  poetical  embellifhment, 
that  their  mode  of  fighting  was  irregular,  and  their  arms 
fimple,  like  thofe  ofTaheitee.  The  united  efforts  of  Greece 
againft  Troy,  in  remote  antiquity,  could  not  be  much  more 
confiderable  than  the  armament  of  O-Too  againft  the  ifle  of 
Eimeo;  and  the  boafted  mille  car  true,  were  probably  not  more 
formidable  than  a  fleet  of  large  canoes,  which  require 
from  fifty  to  an  hundred  and  twenty  men  to  paddle  them. 
The  navigation  of  the  Greeks  in  thofe  days  was  not  more 
extenfive  than  that  which  is  pra£tifed  by  the  Taheitians  at 
prefent,  being  confined  to  fhort  paffages  from  ifland  to 
ifland ;  and  as  the  ftars  at  night  directed  the  mariners 
through  the  Archipelago  at  that  time,  fo  they  ftill  continue 
to  guide  others  in  the  Pacific  ocean.  The  Greeks  were 
brave;  but  the  numerous  wounds  of  the  Taheitian  chiefs, 
are  all  proofs  of  their  fpirit  and  prowefs.  It  feems  to  be 
certain,  that  in  their  battles  they  rouze  themfelves  into  a 
kind  of  phrenzy,  and  that  their  bravery  is  a  violent  fit  of 
paflion.  From  Homer’s  battles  it  is  evident,  that  the  he- 
roifm  which  produced  the  wonders  he  records,  was  exactly  .< 
of  the  fame  nature.  Let  us  for  a  moment  be  allowed  to 
carry  this  comparifon  ftill  farther.  The  heroes  of  Homer 
are  reprefented  to  us  as  men  of  fupernatural  fize  and  force. 
The  Taheitian  chiefs,  compared  to  the  common  people, 
.are  fo  much  fuperior  in  ftature  and  elegance  of  form,  that 
Vol,  II.  P  they 
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they  look  like  a  different  race*.  It  requires  a  more  than 
ordinary  quantity  of  food  to  fatisfy  domachs  of  unufual  di- 
menfions.  Accordingly  we  find,  that  the  mighty  men  at  the 
fiegc  of  Troy,  and  the  chiefs  of  Taheiree,  are  both  famous 
for  eating;  and  it  appears  that  pork  was  a  diet  no  lefs  ad¬ 
mired  by  the  Greeks,  than  it  is  by  the  Taheitians  at  this  day. 
Simplicity  of  manners  is  obfervable  in  both  nations;  and 
their  domeitic  character  alike  is  hofpitable,  affectionate,  and 
humane.  There  is  even  a  fimiiarity  in  their  political  con- 
flitution.  The  chiefs  of  diltricts  at  Taheitee  are  powerful 
princes,  who  have  not  more  refpedt  for  O  Too,  than  the 

Greek  heroes  had  for  the  “  King  of  men  and  the  com- 

\ 

mon  people  arc  fo  little  noticed  in  the  Iliad,  that  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  had  no  greater  confequence,  than  the  towtows. 
in  the  South  Sea.  In  ffort,  I  believe  the  fimilitude  might 
be  traced  in  many  other  indances  ;  but  it  was  my  intention 
only  to  hint  at  it,  and  not  to  abufe  the  patience  of  my  read¬ 
ers.  What  I  have  here  faid  is  fufficient  to  prove,  that  men 
in  a  fimilar  date  of  civilization  refemble  each  other  more 
than  we  are  aware  of,  even  in  the  mod  oppodte  extremes  of 
the  world.  I  fhould  be  forry  to  have  made  thefe  dight 
remarks,  if  they  fhould  unfortunately  lead  fume  learned 
fchemer  on  a  wrong  feent.  The  itch  of  tracing  the  pedigree 


*  M.  de  Bougainville  ha,s  been  led  by  this  difference  of  appearance  to  affert, 
that  they  were  really  two  different  races.  See  his  Voyage  round  the  World, 
p.  249. 
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of  nations  has  lately  made  fuch  havock  in  hiflory,  by  en¬ 
deavouring  to  combine  the  Egyptians  and  Chinefe,  that  the 
learned  muft  flnccrely  wifh,  it  may  never  become  a  conta¬ 
gious  diflemper. 

O-Too  came  on  board,  and  dined  with  us  for  the  lad 
time.  He  propofed  to  my  father  and  Mr.  Hodges  to  flay 
at  Taheitee,  and  promifed  very  ferioufly  to  make  them  arees 
or  chiefs  of  the  rich  diflricts  of  Parre  and  Matavai.  Whe¬ 
ther  he  had  any  interefled  motives  for  this  propofal,  or 
whether  it  came  merely  from  the  fullnefs  of  his  heart,  l 
cannot  determine.  As  foon  as  the.  dinner  was  over  we 
weighed  our  anchor,  and  fet  fail.  O-Too  requefled  the  cap¬ 
tain  to  fire  fome  cannon,  and  was  the  lafh  Taheitian  who 
Repped  into  his  canoe,  after  cordially  embracing  us  all. 
The  noife  of  the  cannon,  by  Running  our  ears  in  fome 
meafure,  diverted  our  thoughts  from  taking  that  melan¬ 
choly  turn  which  is  natural  on  thefe  occafions.  It  pre¬ 
vented  our  giving  a  loofe  to  the  foft  feelings  with  which 
the  worth  of  this  Ample  and  beneficent  nation  had  infpired 
us;  but  it  was  a  favourable  opportunity  for  one  of  our  fea- 
men  to  make  his  efcape  to  the  ifland.  He  was  obferved 
fvvimming  towards  the  Riore,  and  fome  canoes  were  fecn 
paddling  to  his  afliflance,  when  we  difpatched  a  boat  which 
brought  him  back,  much  againfl  his  inclinations.  His  frolic 
coft  him  a  fortnight’s  confinement  in  irons.  There  is  great 
reafon  to  fuppofethat  a  plan  was  concerted  between  him  and 

P  2  the 


i  o  7 


1 774- 

Ma  V. 


*  i  o8 


1774- 

M/vv. 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

* 

the  natives,  who  perhaps  had  promifed  themfelves  as  great: 
advantages  from  retaining  an  European,  as  that  European 
might  expert  by  dwelling  with  them.  If  we  fairly  confi- 
der  the  different  fituations  of  a  common  failor  on  board  the 
Refolution,  and  of  a  Taheitian  on  his  ifland,  we  cannot 
blame  the  former,  if  he  attempted  to  rid  himfelf  of  the 
numberlefs  difcomforts  of  a  voyage  round  the  world,  and 
preferred  an  eafy  life,  free  from  cares,  in  -the  happieft  cli¬ 
mate  of  the  world,  to  the  frequent  viciflitudes  which  are  en¬ 
tailed  upon  the  mariner.  The  mofl  favourable  profpe&s 
of  future  fuccefs  in  England,  which  he  might  form  in 
idea,  could  never  be  fo  flattering  to  his  fenfes,  as  the  lowly 
hope  of  living  like  the  meaneft  Taheitian.  It  was  highly 
probable,  that  immediately  on  his  return  to  England,  in- 
flead  of  indulging  in  repofe  thofe  limbs  which  had  been 
tolled  from  pole  to  pole,  he  would  be*  placed  in  another 
Ihip,  where  the  fame  fatigues,  nocturnal  watches,  and  un- 
wholefome  food,  would  ftill  fall  to  his  fliare ;  or  though  he 
were  allowed  to  folace  himfelf  for  a  few  days,  after  a  long 
feries  of  hardfhips,  he  muft  expert  to  be  feized  in  the  midft 
of  his  enjoyments,  and  to  be  dragged  an  unwilling  cham¬ 
pion  to  the  defence  of  his  country :  to  be  cut  off  in  the 
flower  of  his  age,  or  to  remain  miferably  crippled,  with 
only  half  his  limbs,  might  be  the  alternatives  to  which  he 
would  be  reduced.  But  fuppoflng  he  could  efcape  thefe 
misfortunes,  ftill  he  mull  earn  his  fubflftence  in  England, 

at 
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at  the  expence  of  labour,  and  “  in  the  fweat  of  his  brow,” 
when  this  eldeft  curfe  on  mankind  is  fcarcely  felt  atTahei- 
tee.  The  drudgery  of  our  country  people  is  continual,  and 
their  exertion  of  ftrength  very  violent.  Before  they  can 
make  the  lead:  ufe  of  corn,  they  mull  undergo  the  various  la¬ 
bours  of  ploughing,  reaping,  thrafhing,  and  grinding.  They 
are  obliged  to  cultivate  an  hundred  times  more  than  they 
can  confume,  in  order  to  fupport  a  breed  of  animals,  vvhofe 
afliftance  in  husbandry  is  abfolutely  necefTary  ;  and  to  pay 
for  the  liberty  of  tilling  the  ground,  for  the  articles  of  drcfs 
indifpenfable  in  a  raw  climate  ;  for  their  tools,  and  a  va¬ 
riety  of  things,  which  they  might  eafily  make  with  their 
own  hands,  if  agriculture  alone  did  not  engrofs  their  time 
and  attention.  The  tradefman,  the  manufacturer,  the  artift, 
all  are  obliged  to  work  with  equal  afliduity,  in  order  to 
furnifh  the  goods,  in  return  for  which  the  farmer  gives 
them  bread.  How  different  from  this,  how  indolent  is  the 
life  of  the  Taheitian !  Two  or  three  bread-fruit  trees, 
which  grow  almoft  without  any  culture,  and  which  flourifh 
as  long  as  he  himfelf  can  expect  to  live,  fupply  him  with 
abundant  food  during  three-fourths  of  the  year.  The  fu- 
perfluity  is  fermented  and  preferved,  as  a  wholefome,  nou¬ 
rishing  and  palatable  bread,  for  the  remaining  months. 
Thofe  plants  which  require  the  greatefi  attendance  at  Ta- 
heitee,  the  cloth-trees  and  eddo-roots,  are  cultivated  with 
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much  lefs  trouble  than  our  cabbages  and  kitchen-herbs, 
though  their  ufes  are  infinitely  more  extenfive.  The  whole 
procefs  ncceffary  to  plant  a  bread-tree,  is  to  break  off  a 
found  branch,  and  fiick  it  in  the  ground.  The  banana, 
whofe  rich  clufiers  feem  too  great  a  weight  for  the  herba¬ 
ceous  ftem,  annually  fhoots  afrelh  from  the  root.  The 
royal  palm,  at  once  the  ornament  of  the  plain,  and  a  ufe- 
ful  gift  of  nature  to  its  inhabitants  ;  the  golden  apple, 
whofe  falutary  effects  we  have  fo  itrongly  experienced, 
and  a  number  of  other  plants,  all  thrive  with  fuch  lux¬ 
uriance,  and  require  fo  little  trouble,  that  I  may  venture 
to  call  them  fpontaneous.  The  manufacture  of  drefs  is 
an  agreeable  paftime  for  the  women,  and  the  building  of 
houfes  and  canoes,  with  the  making  of  tools  and  arms,  are 
occupations  which  become  amufing  by  being  voluntary, 
and  intended  for  the  more  immediate  ufe  of  the  artificers. 

.  .  ,|  -  t 

Moil  of  their  days  are  therefore  fpent  in  a  round  of  various 
enjoyments,  in  a  country  where  nature  has  laviflied  many 
a  pleafing  landfcape  ;  where  the  temperature  of  the  air  is 
warm,  but  continually  refreflied  by  a  wholefome  breeze 
from  the  fea  ;  and  where  the  fky  is  almoft  conftantly  ferene. 
This  climate,  and  its  falubrious  productions,  contribute  to 
the  firength  and  the  elegance  of  their  form.  They  are  all 
well-proportioned,  and  fome  would  have  been  felcCted  by 
Phidias  or  Praxiteles,  as  models  of  mafeuline  beauty.  Their 
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features  are  fweet,  and  unruffled  by  violent  paffions.  Their 
large  eyes,  their  arched  eyebrows,  and  high  forehead,  give 
a  noble  air  to  their  heads,  which  are  adorned  by  flrong 
beards,  and  a  comely  growth  of  hair  *.  Thefe,  as  well  as 
their  beautiful  teeth,  are  the  proofs  of  vigour,  and  of  a 
found  habit  of  body.  The  fex,  the  partners  of  their  felicity, 
are  likewife  well-formed  ;  their  irregular  charms  win  the 
heart  of  their  countrymen,  and  their  unaffected  fmiles,  and 
a  with  to  pleafe,  infure  them  mutual  efleem  and  love.  A 
kind  of  happy  uniformity  runs  through  the  whole  life  of 
the  Taheitians,  They  rife  with  the  fun,  and  haflen  to  ri¬ 
vers  and  fountains,  to  perform  an  ablution  equally  reviving 
and  cleanly.  They  pafs  the  morning  at  wotk,  or  walk  about 
till  the  heat  of  the  day  increafcs,  when  they  retreat  to  their 
dwellings,  or  repofe  under  fome  tufted  tree.  There  they 
amufe  themfelvcs  with  fmoothing  their  hair,  and  anoint  it 
with  fragrant  oils ;  or  they  blow  the  flute,  and  fing  to  it,  or 
liflen  to  the  fongs  of  the  birds.  At  the  hour  of  noon,  or  a 
little  later,  they  go  to  dinner.  After  their  meals  they  re¬ 
fume  their  domeflic  amufements,  during  which  the  flame 
of  mutual  affection  fpreads  in  every  heart,  and  unites  the 
rifing  generation  with  new  and  tender  tics.  The  lively 

*  It  has  been  faid  by  other  navigators,  that  they  eradicate  the  hair  of  the  up¬ 
per-lip,  the  breafl  and  arm-pits  but  this  is  by  no  means  a  general  cuftora. 
The  chiefs  in  particular,  and  the  king  himfelf,  preferve  their  whifkers. 
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jeft,  without  any  ill-nature,  the  artlefs  tale,  the  jocund 
dance  and  frugal  fupper,  bring  on  the  evening  ;  and  an¬ 
other  vifit  to  the  river  concludes  the  aCtions  of  the  day. 
Thus  contented  with  their  fimple  way  of  life,  and  placed  in 
a  delightful  country,  they  are  free  from  cares,  and  happy 
in  their  ignorance. 

Ihr  leben  flieflet  verborgen, 

Wie  klare  biiche  durch  blumen  dahin.  Kleist. 

It  muft  be  allowed,  that  thefe  advantages  are  decifive 
with  thofe,  who  have  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  the  gra¬ 
tification  of  their  fenfes.  No  wonder  then  that  a  failor, 
perhaps  lefs  guided  by  reafon  than  the  reft  of  his  com¬ 
rades,  fhould  hurry  on  headlong  after  the  pleafures  of  the 
prelent  moment.  It  is  certain,  at  the  fame  time,  that  being 
born  and  bred  up  in  an  aCtive  fphere  of  life,  acquainted 
with  numberlels  fubjeCts,  utterly  unknown  to  the  Tahei- 
tians,  and  accuftomed  to  extend  his  thoughts  to  paft  and 
future  occurrences,  he  would  fhortly  have  been  tired  of  an 
uninterrupted  tranquility  and  continual  famenefs,  fuited 
only  to  a  people  whofe  notions  are  fimple  and  con¬ 
fined. 

The  ideas  of  happinefs  are  infinitely  various  in  different 
nations,  according  to  their  manners,  principles,  and  degrees 
of  civilization.  As  the  productions  and  apparent  good  qua¬ 
lities 
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lities  of  our  globe,  are  either  profufely  or  fparingly  diflri- 
buted,  on  its  different  parts,  the  diverfity  of  human  opini¬ 
ons  is  a  convincing  proof  of  that  paternal  love,  and  uner¬ 
ring  wifdom,  which,  in  the  plan  of  this  world,  has  provided 
for  the  good  of  mankind,  alike  in  the  torrid  and  the 
frigid  zone. 

Fix’d  to  no  fpot  is  happinefs  fincere, 

'Tis  no  where  to  be  found,  or  ev’ry  where.  Pope, 
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Tie  fecund  flay  at  the  Society  IJland's. 


Saturday  14* 
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ABrilk  gale  carried  us  fwiftly  from  Taheitee.  We 
were  ftill  bufied  in  contemplating  its  beautiful1 
fcenery,  when  an  unexpe&ed  object  on  our  own  decks  at¬ 
tracted  our  attention.  This  was  no  other  than  one  of  the 
finefl  women  whom  we  had  feen  in  the  country,  and  who- 
had  refolved  to  go  with  us  to  Raietea  (Ulietea),  her  native 
ifland.  Her  parents,  from  whom  {he  had  eloped  to  Tahei¬ 
tee  with  a  favoured  lover  fome  years  ago,  were  ftill  alive,, 
and  the  force  of  affection  urged  her  irrefiftibly  to  vifit  them. 
She  was  by  no  means  apprehenfive  of  their  anger,  but  on? 
the  contrary  expected  a  kind  reception.  The  little  youthful 
errors  of  the  heart  are  eafily  forgiven,  where  intereft  and 

ambition  have  fo  little  fway.  She  had  concealed  herfelf  on-, 
board  during  O-Too’s  laft  vifit,  as  he  had  exprefsly  ordered 
that  no  woman  fiiould  go  with  us;  but  being  fafe  at  prefent,. 
Ihe  ventured  to  make  her  appearance.  Mahine’s  brother,, 
his  fervant,  and  two  other  natives  of  Borabora,  likewife  took 
a  paflage  with  us,  confidently  relying  on  a  people  who  had 
fo  faithfully  brought  one  of  their  countrymen  back  again, 
and  who  had  endeavoured  to  (hew  him  every  kindnefs  in 

their 
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their  power.  Their  company  gave  life  to  our  converfation, 
and  fhortened  the  day  of  our  paflage  to  Huahine.  The 
girl  was  drefled  in  a  fuit  of  cloaths  belonging  to  one  of 
the  officers,  and  was  fo  much  pleafed  with  her  new  gar¬ 
ments,  that  ffie  went  affiore  in  them  as  foon  as  (he  arrived 

at  that  ifland.  She  dined  with  the  officers,  without  the 

* 

leaft  fcruple,  and  laughed  at  the  prejudices  of  her  country¬ 
men  with  all  the  good  fenfe  of  a  citizen  of  the  world. 

With  a  proper  education  fhe  might  have  ffione  as  a  wo¬ 
man  of  genius  even  in  Europe  ;  fince,  without  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  cultivated  underftanding,  her  great  vivacity  joined 
to  very  polite  manners,  already  were  fufficient  to  make  her 
company  fupportable. 

We  failed  on  all  night;  and  the  next  morning,  at  day  Saturday  i5. 
break,  the  ifland  of  Huahine  was  in  fight.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  northern  branch  of 
Wharre  harbour,  where  we  lay  not  more  than  fifty  yards 
from  the  ffiore.  We  were  vifited  by  fome  of  the  natives, 
who  brought  hogs  to  fell,  but  demanded  hatchets  in  return, 
which  were  now  fo  fcarce  on  board,  that  we  referved  them 
for  great  occafions.  Oree,  the  regent  of  the  ifland,  came  to 
us  before  funfet  in  a  fmall  canoe,  and  brought  a  hog  and 
a  target  of  war  to  captain  Cook,  for  which  he  received  a  fuit- 
-able  prefent.  He  gave  us  fome  pepper-roots  this  time,  but 
without  any  of  the  ceremonies  obferved  at  our  former  vifit 
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may.  to  the  ifland  *.  In  the  evening  we  had  a  perfect  calm,  and 
were  highly  delighted  with  viewing  and  hearing  the  na¬ 
tives,  who  fat  in  their  houfes  along  the  fliore,  around  their 
candles,  which  are  oily  nuts  ftuck  on  a  {lender  Hick.  One 
of  the  firft  who  came  on  board  the  next  day  was  Porea,  the 
Taheitian  youth,  who  had  left  that  ifland  with  us  eight 
months  ago,  but  had  withdrawn  himfelf  from  us  at  Raietea. 
He  told  us,  it  was  by  no  means  with  his  confent  that  he  ftaid 
behind.  Having  an  amour  with  a  pretty  girl,  fhe  had  ap¬ 
pointed  a  rendezvous,  to  which  he  had  haftened,  after  de¬ 
livering  the  powder-horn  to  captain  Cook.  On  his  arriv¬ 
ing  at  the  place  appointed  with  his  fair  miftrefs,  he  had 
been  attacked  by  her  father,  with  fome  attendants,  who  had 
ftripped  him  of  his  European  cloaths,  beaten  him  foundly, 
and  confined  him  till  after  our  departure.  He  had  then 
taken  the  firft  opportunity  of  eroding  over  to  Huahine, 
where  he  had  been  fupported  by  the  hofpitality  of  feveral 
friends,  fo  that  he  was  now  in  a  very  good  plight.  From 
his  ftory  we  may  gather,  that  the  people  of  thefe  iflands  do 
not  always  permit  their  daughters  to  follow  their  own  in¬ 
clinations  ;  though  according  to  our  ideas,  Porea’s  attempt 
did  not  authorife  the  father  to  rob  him  of  his  cloaths. 

We  went  on  Ihore  early,  and  rambled  to  the  lagoons, 
which  the  fea  forms  to  the  northward  of  the  harbour. 

f  See  vol.  I,  p.  376. 
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We  found  them  furrounded  by  fwamps,  filled  with  variety 
of  Eaft  Indian  plants  ;  and  their  fhores  confifled  of  a  flimy 
mud,  which,  from  its  appearance,  and  fetid  fmell,  we 
thought  to  be  of  the  fame  nature  and  qualities  with  bepar 
fulphuris.  There  were  great  flocks  of  ducks  upon  the  la¬ 
goon  ;  but  we  found  it  difficult  to  approach  them,  as  we 
funk  into  the  mud,  whenever  we  ventured  to  walk  through 
ir.  The  profpe<5t  which  this  piece  of  water  forms,  is  how¬ 
ever  extremely  pleafing  and  phfturefque.  The  flanking 
effluvia  of  the  lagoons  are  probably  efleemed  unwholefome, 
as  we  obferved  but  very  few  houfes  on  their  banks.  On 
the  fea  fide  they  are  inclofed  by  a  narrow  coral  ledge  co¬ 
vered  with  fand,  a  little  elevated,  along  which  we  found 
great  number  of  coco-nut  palms.  The  marfhes  flope 
down  from  this  immediately  to  the  flagnant  water.  We 
were  entertained  by  one  of  the  natives  with  coco-nuts, 
which  were  at  prefent  very  fcarce  upon  the  ifland.  In  re¬ 
turning  home  our  fervant,  who  carried  a  bag  with  plants, 
and  another  with  iron  tools,  was  knocked  down  a  few 
yards  behind  us,  and  would  have  been  robbed,  if  we  had  not 
turned  back  by  chance ;  but  at  fight  of  us  the  thieves  ran 
off.  This  was  the  fecond  time  that  our  people  were  thus 
boldly  attacked  by  the  natives  of  Huahine,  who  feem,  upon 
the  whole,  to  be  more  licentious  under  the  infirm  govern¬ 
ment  of  old  Oree,  than  thofe  of  Taheitee,  and  of  the  other 
Society  Iflands, 
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This  old  chief  appeared  to  be  much  more  indolent  at 
this  time  than  at  our  firft  vifit,  and  his  intellects  feemed  to 
be  confiderably  impaired.  His  eyes  were  red  and  inflamed, 
and  his  whole  body  lean  and  fcaly.  We  were  not  long  at 
a  lofs  to  account  for  this  change,  having  obferved  that  he 
was  now  much  addicted  to  the  intoxicating  pepper- draught, 
of  which  he  drank  great  quantities,  prepared  exceflively 
flrong.  Mahine  had  the  honour  of  drinking  with  him' for 
feveral  nights  together,  and  received  fuch  a  fhare  of  his 
naufeous  beverage,  that  he  commonly  awoke  the  next  morn- 

*  i 

ing  with  a  violent  head-ache. 

We  made  another  excurfion  to  the  fame  place  the  next 
day,  and  brought  back  a  number  of  corals,  fliells,  and 
echini,  which  the  natives  had  gathered  for  us  on  the  fea« 
fhore.  We  received  prefents  of  hogs  and  targets  from  dif¬ 
ferent  chiefs,  who  came  on  purpofe  to  vifit  their  old  ac¬ 
quaintances,  and  would  not  fell  or  part  with  their  goods, 
till  they  faw  their  friend  for  whom  they  were  deftined. 
The  next  day  we  took  a  walk  up  one  of  the  hills,  which 
is  every  where  planted  with  bread-trees,  pepper  and  mul¬ 
berry-trees,  yams  and  eddoes.  The  mulberry  or  cloth-trees 
were  cultivated  with  particular  attention  ;  the  ground  be¬ 
tween  them  was  carefully  weeded,  and  manured  with 
broken  decayed  fliells  and  coral,  and  the  whole  plantation 
furrounded  with  a  deep  furrow  or  channel,  in  order  to 
drain  it.  In  many  places  they  had  burnt  away  ferns  and 
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various  fhrubs,  in  order  to  prepare  the  ground  for  future 
plantations.  At  a  confiderable  height  upon  the  hill  we 
found  a  houfe,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  an  old  woman 
and  her  daughter,  hofpitably  entertained  us.  We  gave 
them  feveral  beads  and  nails,  and  fome  red  feathers,  which 
laft  were  rather  accepted  as  a  curiofity,  than  as  things  of 
great  value.  This  opinion  was  general  among  the  people 
at  Huahine ;  they  wanted  hatchets  in  exchange  for  their 
hogs,  and  fmaller  iron  tools  for  other  provifions,  and  as 
we  were  well  flocked  with  animals,  we  did  not  like  their 
price,  though  it  was  the  fame  which  we  had  formerly 
given.  Since  red  feathers  have  really  no  intrinfic  value,  and 
are  only  ufed  for  ornament,  we  have  another  convincing 
proof  of  the  fuperior  affluence  and  luxury  of  the  Taheitians, 
in  the  great  eagernefs  which  they  exprefled  to  purchafe 
them.  The  difference  is  obvioufly  owing  to  the  excellence 
of  their  country,  compared  to  Huah*ne,  where  the  ambient 
plain  is  fo  narrow  and  inconfiderable,  that  the  natives  are 
obliged  to  cultivate  the  hills. 

Several  bold  thefts  were  committed,  during  the  follow¬ 
ing  days,  by  the  natives,  for  which  it  was  not  in  our  power 
to  obtain  redrefs.  Some  other  attempts  however  were  pu- 
nifhed.  A  party  of  petty  officers  were  gone  to  take  the  di- 
verfion  of  fhooting  on  a  hill,  and  had  a  marine  with  them, 
who  carried  fome  hatchets  and  nails  in  a  bag.  A  native 
who  attended  them,  feeing  that  their  fowling-pieces  miffed 
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fire  feveral  times,  took  his  opportunity,  when  the  marine 
had  laid  down  his  bundle,  to  fnatch  it  up,  and  ran  off  with 
it.  The  day  after  the  gentlemen  went  to  fee  a  heiva  or 
public  dance,  and  luckily  found  the  thief  among  the  fpec- 
tators.  He  confeffed  his  mifdemeanour,  but  promifed,  if 
they  would  pardon  him,  to  bring  them  fome  targets  in  re¬ 
turn,  which  were  always  reckoned  equivalent  to  our  hatchets. 
They  were  contented  with  his  fubmiffion,  and  the  man 
punctually  kept  his  word  the  next  day ;  which  (hews  that 
he  was  by  no  means  to  be  compared  to  our  hardened  fin- 
ners,  but  was  fully  fenfible  of  the  generous  treatment  which 
he  had  met  with.  Another  attempted  to  fteal  a  powder- 
horn,  but  he  was  detected,  and  requited  by  blows.  Even 
the  poor  girl,  who  came  on  board  at  Taheitee,  tempted 
them  by  wearing  an  European  drefs.  A  number  of  na¬ 
tives  fet  upon  her  in  a  houfe,  when  flie  was  lead:  aware  of 
it,  and  began  to  ftrip  off  her  cloaths ;  when  fome  of  our 
people  fortunately  came  by,  who  put  the  thieves  to  flight. 
This  accident  frightened  her  fo  much,  that  flie  never  ven¬ 
tured  out  of  the  fliip  alone  for  the  future. 

On  the  1  9th  we  took  a  walk  towards  the  long  inlet, 
where  Dr.  Sparrman  had  been  robbed  about  eight  months 
before.  The  weather  was  rainy  at  firft,  and  the  fliowers 
became  fo  fevere,  that  we  retreated  into  a  fmall  hut,  to  pre¬ 
vent  our  being  wetted  to  the  ikin.  We  found  here  a 
friendly  family,  who  immediately  offered  us  fome  frefli 
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bread-fruit  and  fome  fifties  to  cat,  that  being  always  the  ^774- 
firft  mark  of  hofpitality  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
South  Sea.  An  elderly  woman,  of  fome  note,  had  likewife 
taken  Ihelter  under  the  fame  roof,  with  one  of  her  attend¬ 
ants,  who  led  a  hog  to  her  home.  As  we  fet  out  together, 
when  the  fliower  was  over,  the  good  woman  prefented  the 
hog  to  us,  and  invited  us  to  her  houfe,  which  lay  at  a  confi- 
derable  diftance.  We  crofted  the  hill,  and  defeended  to  the 
fea  fliore  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ifland.  Our  way  was 
extremely  flippery ;  but  we  collected  a  number  of  plants 
which  had  novelty  to  recommend  them.  The  weather 
changed  before  we  reached  the  plain  below,  and  became 
delightfully  fair.  We  found  a  bay,  with  an  extenfive  fhoal 
of  coral,  and  a  fmall  iflet,  where  great  flocks  of  wild- 
ducks,  curlews,  and  fnipes  refided.  We  received  feverai 
refrefliments  from  the  natives,  which  our  friendly  old  lady 
endeavoured  to  procure.  After  we  had  amufed  ourfelves 
for  fome  time  with  fhooting,  we  crofted  the  hills  in  another 
direction,  and  pafling  through  a  fine  valley,  well  inhabited, 
and  rich  in  all  forts  of  plantations,  we  came  to  the  woman’s 
dwelling  on  the  fea  fliore.  Here  we  found  an  old  man, 
her  hufband,  and  a  large  family,  fome  of  whom  were 
grown  up.  She  treated  us  with  ftewed  fowls,  bread-fruit, 
and  coco-nuts,  and  then  fent  us  in  her  own  canoe  to  the 
fliip,  which  lay  about  five  miles  off  by  fea,  but  at  lead  twice 
as  far  by  land.  There  was  a  kind  of  afliduity  to  ferve  us 
Vo  l.  II.  R  in 


i  22 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


maJ’  ’  *n  this  g°od  woman’s  behaviour,  which  I  had  not  often  ex¬ 
perienced  in  thofe  numerous  inftances  of  hofpitality,  daily 
obvious  to  the  ftranger  in  the  South  Sea  iflands.  It  is  a  mofl 
convincing  proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  human  heart,  in 
its  fimple  Irate,  before  ambition,  luxury,  and  various  other 
paffions  have  corrupted  it. 

by  so.  We  ftaid  on  board  the  next  day  till  the  afternoon,  and 
then  went  afhore  with  captain  Cook  to  a  long  houfe,  which 
was  a  common  receptacle,  or  carvanfera,  for  many  fami¬ 
lies,  who-  travelled  thither  in  ordered  to  be  near  us.  We 
found  feveral  inferior  chiefs  there ;  but  Oree  was  gone  to  a 
different  part  of  the  ifland.  After  converfing  with  them  for 
fome  time,  feveral  natives  arrived,  who  brought  an  ac¬ 
count  that  our  firft  and  fecond  lieutenant,  with  one  of  the 
mates,  had  been  {tripped  by  feveral  robbers.  A  great  num¬ 
ber  of  the  inhabitants  immediately  fled,  and  all  who  re¬ 
mained  exprefled  ftrong  marks  of  fear.  We  could  not  coh 
led  with  certainty,  from  the  information  of  different  peo¬ 
ple,  whether  our  officers  had  been  beaten  or  killed  j  the  Ta<- 
heitian  word,  matte,  expreffing  both  thefe  ideas.  We  were 
however  foon  relieved  from  this  Rate  of  fufpenfe,  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  gentlemen,  perfedly  fafe,  with  their  arms 
and  cloaths.  They  informed  us,,  that  having  been  fhooting 
near  the  lagoons,  they  had  been  attacked  unawares  by  fome 
of  the  natives,  who,  upon  their  refufing  to  part  with  their 
fowling- pieces,  had  beaten  them,  and  wrefled  thofe  arms 
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out  of  their  hands ;  that  a  chief  happening  to  pafs  by 
during  the  ftruggle,  had  come  to  their  afliftance,  and  had 
effe&ed  the  recovery  of  every  article  which  had  been  taken 
from  them.  We  returned  on  board  together,  and  obferved 
that  the  natives  forfook  the  adjacent  country.  The  next 
morning  early,  Mahine,  who  had  flept  on  fhore,  brought  a 
meffage  from  Oree  to  captain  Cook,  importing  that  there 
were  thirteen  offenders,  whom  he  could  not  punifh  with¬ 
out  the  captain’s  affiftance :  he  requefted  him  therefore 
to  fend  twenty-two  armed  men,  which  he  exprefted  by  the 
fame  number  of  fmall  flicks,  and  promifed  to  join  them 
with  fome  of  his  own  warriors,  who  fliould  go  out  to  chaf- 
tife  the  rebels.  Captain  Gook  went  on  fhore  with  Mahine, 
in  order  to  be  more  fully  affured  of  Oree’s  intention ;  but 
not  underftanding  enough  of  the  language,  he  received  very 
little  intelligence.  As  foon  as  he  returned  on  board,  he 
confulted  with  the  officers  ;  and,  on  this  occafton,  the  fecond 
lieutenant  ingenuoufly  confeffed  that  they  themfelves  had 
been  the  aggreffors,  and  had  drawn  upon  them  the  fevere  re¬ 
venge  which  the  natives  had  taken.  One  of  them  having 
(hot  a  couple  of  ducks  in  the  lagoon,  defired  a  native,  who 
attended  him,  to  fetch  them  out  of  the  water.  The  man, 
who  had  repeatedly  done  him  this  good  office  before, 
refufed  to  ferve  as  a  fpaniel  any  longer.  Our  officer 
beat  him,  however,  till  he  went  in,  and  worked  .himfelf 
through  the  mud  with  great  agility,  in  a  motion  between 
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fwimming  and  walking.  When  he  had  reached  the  ducks, 
which  lay  at  a  confiderablediftance  from  the  ftiore,  he  fwam 
off  with  them  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  lagoon,  perhaps 
confcious  that  he  deferved  them  for  the  trouble  he  had 

\ 

| 

taken.  As  this  did  not  agree  with  the  feaman’s  intentions, 
he  loaded  his  mufket  with  ball,  and  fired,  but  fortunately- 
miffed  him.  He  was  preparing  to  load  again,  when  the 
croud  about  him,  feeing  the  life  of  their  countryman  fi> 
wantonly  fported  with,  feized  his  arms.  He  called  to  his 
companions  for  help,  but  they  were  likewife  furrounded  ; 
and  though  one  of  them  fired  a  load  of  fhot  into  the  thighs 
of  a  native,  this  only  exafperated  them  the  more ;  fo  that  he 
was  beaten  and  bruifed  without  mercy.  Mahine’s  attend¬ 
ant,  or  fervant,  a  (lout  youth,  of  a  very  low  ftature,  accom¬ 
panied  our  gentlemen,  and  fought  defperateiy  in  their  fa¬ 
vour,  but  was  overpowered  by  numbers.  After  this  con- 
feffion,  the  cafe  wTas  greatly  altered  j  however,  the  captain 
refolved  to  queftion  Oree  once  more,  and  to  that  purpofe 
defired  my  father  to  accompany  him  to  the  fhore,  being 
convinced  that  no  perfon  on  board  was  at  this  time  fo  well 
verfed  in  the  language  of  the  country.  They  foon  learnt 
from  Oree,  that  he  intended  we  fhould  march  to  the  dwell¬ 
ings  of  the  natives  who  had  thus  done  themfelves  juftice, 
and  who  feemed  to  have  withdrawn  themfelves  even  from 
his  power  j  and  that  he  wilhed  to  take  all  their  goods  and 
hogs,  and  give  them  to  us.  Captain  Cook  returned  to  the 
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ffiip,  and  felefted  a  party  of  fortry-feven  Europeans,  includ¬ 
ing  the  officers,  Dr.  Sparrman,  my  father,  and  myfelf ;  not 
indeed  to  reduce  the  rebellious  fubjedts  of  Oree  to  their 
duty,  who  had  fo  much  reafon  to  complain  of  injuftice 
from  our  people,  hut  perhaps  to  ffiew  that  he  did  not  en¬ 
tirely  approve  of  their  condudf.  We  landed,  and  marched 

with  Oree  and  a  few  of  the  natives  towards  the  diftridt 
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where  the  robbery  was  committed.  In  proportion  as  we 
advanced,  the  croud  at  our  heels  encreafed  in  number  to  fe- 
veral  hundreds,  and  took  up  arms  in  the  neighbouring 
houfes.  Oree  himfelf  wielded  a  fpear  ten  feet  long,  with 
a  barbed  tail  of  fting-ray  at  the  point.  We  halted  at  the 
diftance  of  about  two  miles,  and  were  now  acquainted  by 
Mahine  that  the  natives  had  formed  the  plan  of  furround¬ 
ing  and  cutting  us  off.  Oree  was  defirous  to  Ray  behind  j 
but  captain  Cook  perfuaded  him  and  a  few  other  chiefs  to 
go  with  us,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  croud  were  ordered  to  pro¬ 
ceed  no  further,  under  pretence,  that  in  cafe  of  an  engage¬ 
ment,  we  fhould  not  be  able  to  diftinguifh  friends  from  foes. 
We  marched  about  three  miles  to  a  place  where  the  path  di¬ 
vided  ;  we  chofe  that  which  led  acrofs  a  very  fteep  rock,  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  another  at  the  foot  of  it.  Steps  were  cut  in  the  rock 
on  the  oppofite  fide,  where  we  defcended  again  on  the  plain. 
This  pafs  was  fo  dangerous,  that  captain  Cook  propofed  to 
leave  a  detachment  of  his  petty  army  here  ;  but  feeing  that 
the  croud  advanced  ftowly  after  him,  in  fpite  of  Oree’s  or¬ 
ders. 
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tiers,  he  refolved  to  return,  and  declared  to  the  natives  that 
the  enemy  was  too  far  off  to  be  purfued.  We  came  back 
to  a  fpacious  houfe,  about  halfway  to  the  fhip,  where  Oree 
regaled  us  with  coco-nuts.  Whilft  we  remained  there,  fome 
of  the  natives  brought  feveral  banana  flalks,  two  dogs,  and 
a  pig.  They  prefented  them  to  the  captain,  holding  a  long 
fpeech  on  the  occafion,  which  was  moflly  unintelligible,  but 
feemed  to  relate  to  the  affair  that  had  brought  us  into  the 
field.  A  large  hog  was  fhewn  to  us  at  the  fame  time,  but 
inftead  of  being  prefented,  it  was  led  off  again.  From 
hence  we  reached  the  fea-fhore  oppofite  the  fhip  about  noon, 
and  then  fired  our  mufkets  in  platoons  over  the  fea.  This 
manoeuvre  furprifed  the  natives  prodigioufly,  as  it  convinced 
them  that  we  could  keep  up  a  conftant  fire,  of  which  they 
had  no  idea  before,  and  (hewed  them  to  what  vaft  diftances 
our  balls  could  be  projected.  Thus  ended  our  warlike  ex¬ 
pedition,  to  the  wifli  of  a  few  individuals  amongft  us,  who 
had  too  great  an  affection  for  all  their  brethren,  to  defire 
their  dedruftion.  It  was  not  fo  fatisfa&ory  to  others,  who, 
inured  to  the  horrid  feenes  of  war  and  bloodfhed,  had  ac¬ 
quired,  by  force  of  habit,  a  deferable  eagernefs  to  try  their 
fkill  in  (hooting  at  men,  rather  than  at  a  mark  ! 

We  faw  but  few  natives  about  the  fhip  all  the  next  af¬ 
ternoon  ;  fome  fruit  was  however  exchanged  for  fmall  nails.  • 
Our  friends  vifited  us  the  next  morning,  with  many  pre- 
fents  of  different  forts.  One  of  them,  a  chief,  named  Mo- 
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rurua,  had  Tingled  out  my  father  as  his  friend,  and  came 
with  his  wife  and  family  to  fee  us.  Several  articles  were 
diftributed  to  them,  in  return  for  thofe  which  the  chief  had 
brought ;  but  he  thought  our  prefent  fo  much  more  valu¬ 
able  than  his,  that  he  feemed  quite  enchanted,  and  his  eyes 
with  peculiar  eloquence  exprefled  a  lively  fenfe  of  gratitude. 
He  returned  therefore  to  us  again  the  next  morning,  when 
we  were  getting  under  fail,  and  after  loading  us  with  new 
prefents,  diffolved  in  tears  at  parting. 

We  left  the  three  friends  of  Mahine  on  this  ifland,  but 
had  taken  on  board  another  native,  who  was  fent  from  Oree 
with  a  mefTage  to  O-Poonee,  the  king  of  Borabora.  This 
ambaflador  appeared  to  be  a  very  ftupid  fellow  ;  we  could 
not  however  dive  into  the  fecret  of  his  million,  nor  were 
any  of  us  folicitous  about  it.  His  name  was  Hurree-hurree, 
which,  in  its  Englifh  acceptation,  feemed  to  be  remarkably 
well  chofen  for  a  meflenger. 

The  next  day  before  noon  we  anchored  in  the  entrance  of 
Hamaneno  harbour,  on  the  ifland  of  Raietea,  and  fpent  the 
reft  of  the  day,  till  after  iumfet,  in  warping  the  fhip  into 
the  bafon.  The  chief  O-Rea  came  on  board,  and  feemed 

highly  delighted  with  our  return.  The  appearance  of  Ma- 
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hine  and  Hurree  doubtlefs  ftrengthened  his  good  opinion  of 
us,  and  infpired  all  his  people  with  confidence.  We  went 
on  fhore  to  his  houfe  with  captain  Cook  the  next  morning, 
and  were  met  by  his  wife  and  his  daughter  Poyadua.  The 
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wife  cut  her  head  with  a  fhark’s  tooth,  and  received  the 

I 

blood  on  a  bit  of  cloth  ;  and  both  wept  and  fobbed  aloud  to¬ 
gether  for  fome  time.  However  when  they  had  concluded 
this  ceremony,  they  were  as  merry  as  if  nothing  had  hap¬ 
pened.  We  were  confined  to  his  houfe  by  heavy  Ihowers 
of  rain  till  noon,  when  we  returned  to  the  Ihip,  which  was 
now  brought  into  a  narrow  creek,  where  flie  lay  clofe  to 
the  lhore,  for  the  convenience  of  watering. 

We  walked  along  this  creek  in  the  afternoon,  as  far  a9 
the  intermittent  fhowers  would  permit.  The  lhore  was 
lined  with  innumerable  canoes,  whihl  every  houfe  and  fhed 
was  crouded  with  people,  many  of  whom  were  preparing 
large  and  luxurious  dinners,  from  heaps  of  provifions  which 
were  every  where  accumulated.  We  were  told  that  a  pe¬ 
culiar  fociety  or  order  of  perfons  of  both  fexes,  named  Ar- 
reoy,  exifted  in  thefe  iflands  ;  and  that  they  afiembled  at 
times  from  all  parts,  and  travelled  through  all  the  ifiands, 
feafting  and  caroufing  to  excefs.  During  the  time  we  lay 
at  Huahine,  we  had  obferved  no  lefs  than  feventy  canoes, 
with  more  than  feven  hundred  of  thefe  arreoys  on  board, 
eroding  over  to  Raietea  in  one  morning.  We  were  told  that 
they  had  fpent  a  few  days  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  and 
were  arrived  on  its  weftern  lhore  only  a  day  or  two  before 
us.  We  took  notice  that  they  were  all  perfons  of  fome  con^ 
fequence,  and  of  the  race  of  chiefs.  Some  of  the  men  were 
pun&ured  in  large  broad  blotches  $  and  Mahine  allured  us, 

thefe 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


thefe  were  the  mod  eminent  members  of  the  fociety,  and 
that  the  more  they  were  covered  with  punctures,  the 
higher  was  their  rank.  They  were  in  general  flout  and 
well  made,  and  all  profeffed  themfelves  warriors.  Mahine 
had  a  very  high  veneration  for  this  fociety,  and  told  us  he 
himfelf  was  a  member.  They  are  united  by  the  ties  pf  re¬ 
ciprocal  friendfhip,  and  exercife  hofpitality  towards  each 
other  in  its  greateft  latitude.  As  foon  as  an  arreoy  vifits  an¬ 
other,  though  he  were  unknown  to  him,  he  is  fure  to  have 
his  wants  fupplied,  and  his  defires  gratified  ;  he  is  intro¬ 
duced  to  other  members  of  the  order,  and  they  vie  with  each 
other  in  loading  him  with  cardies  and  prefents.  It  was  to 
this  principle  that  Mahine  afcribed  all  the  pleafures  which 
he  had  enjoyed  at  Taheitee.  The  firfi:  people  who  faw  him 
on  board  were  arreoys  according  to  his  account,  and  in  that 
quality  made  him  a  prelent  of  their  garments,  fince  he  had 
no  other  than  European  clGaths.  It  appears,  that  one  or 
more  perfons  of  each  little  family  of  chiefs  enter  into  this 
community,  of  which  the  invariable  and  fundamental 
charader  is,  that  none  of  its  members  are  permitted  to  have 
any  children.  From  the  accounts  of  the  moll  intelligent 
among  the  natives,  we  have  great  room  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
original  infiitution  required  their  living  in  perpetual  celi¬ 
bacy.  As  this  law  was  too  repugnant  to  the  impulfes  of 
nature,  which  mull  be  uncommonly  firong  in  their  climate, 
they  foon  tranfgreffed  it  5  but  preferved  the  intention  of  the 
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prefcribed  abRinence,  by  fuffocating  their  unfortunate  ofF- 
fpring  immediately  after  birth. 

The  arreoys  enjoy  feveral  privileges,  and  are  greatly  re- 
fpe&ed  throughout  the  Society  Iflands  and  Taheiteej  nay* 
they  claim  a  great  (hare  of  honour  from  the  very  circum- 
Rance  of  being  childlefs.  Tupaya,  when  he  heard  that  the 
king  of  England  had  a  numerous  offspring,  declared  he 
thought  himfelf  much  greater,  becaufe  he  belonged  to  the 
arreoys*.  In  mofl  other  countries  the  name  of  a  parent 
gives  honour  and  refpedl ;  but  when  an  arreoy,  at  Taheitee, 
emphatically  bellows  it,  it  is  meant  as  a  term  of  contempt 
and  reproach.  The  arreoys  keep  great  meetings  at  Rated 
times,  travelling  from  one  ifland  to  another.  They  feaft 
on  the  choiceR  vegetables,  and  on  plenty  of  pork,  dog's 
flelh,  filh,  and  poultry,  which  is  liberally  furniflaed  by  the 
towtows,  or  lower  clafs,  for  their  entertainment.  The 
pepper-root  drink  is  prepared  and  fwallowed  in  furprihng 
quantities  on  thefe  occafions.  Wherever  they  go,  the  train 
of  fenfual  pleafure  waits  upon  them.  They  are  amufed 
with  mufic  and  dances,  which  are  faid  to  be  particularly 
lafeivious  at  night,  when  no  other  fpecRators  befides  them- 
felves  are  admitted. 

In  a  country  fo  far  emerged  from  barbarifm  as  Taheitee, 
it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  a  fociety  would  have  maintained 

*  This  anecdote  I  have  heard  from  captain  Cook  in  conyerfation. 
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itfelf  to  the  prefent  time,  which  appears  fo  injurious  to  the 
reft  of  the  nation,  unlefs  its  advantages  were  fo  confider- 
able,  as  to  require  its  continuance.  Two  reafons  feem  to 
favour  the  exiftence  of  arreoys,  and  both  are  in  fome  meafure 
connected  together.  The  firft  appears  to  be  the  neceflity  of 
entertaining  a  body  of  warriors,  to  defend  their  fellow- 
citizens  from  the  invafions  and  depredations  of  enemies. 
This  is  confirmed  by  the  circumftance,  that  all  the  arreoys 
are  warriors  ;  but  as  love  might  be  fuppofed  to  enervate 
them,  they  were  reftrained  to  that  celibacy,  which  they  have 
fince  found  it  too  difficult  to  obferve.  The  fecond  reafon 
for  the  affociation  of  the  arreoys,  feems  to  be  to  prevent  the 
too  rapid  propagation  of  the  race  of  chiefs.  An  intelligent 
man,  who  perhaps  was  once  the  law-giver  of  Taheitec, 
might  forefee,  that  the  common  people  would  at  length 
groan  under  the  yoke  of  this  numerous  and  ever-multiply¬ 
ing  breed  of  petty-tyrants  *.  To  oblige  a  part  of  them  to 
a  fingle  life,  was  the  fhorteft  means  of  obtaining  this  end  ; 
but  certain  glaring  advantages  were  to  be  held  out,  to  make 
them  fubmit  without  reluctance  to  fuch  a  reftraint.  From 
hence  we  may  derive  that  high  efteem  with  which  the 
whole  nation  honours  the  order  of  arreoy  j  and  likewife  ac¬ 
count  for  their  authority,  and  for  their  gluttony  in  eating, 
which  has  been  the  privilege  of  warriors  in  every  country, 

*'  See  vol.  I.  p.  367. 
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jJ/JJ*  before  they  became  the  tools  of  tyranny.  When  the  arreoys 
had  once  fo  far  departed  from  the  laws  of  their  firfh 
inftitution,  as  to  admit  the  commerce  with  the  fex,  it 
is  eafy  to  conceive,  that,  by  infenfible  degrees,  they  have 
almoft  wholly  loft  the  original  chafte  and  fober  fpirit  of  the 
order.  They  are  at  prefent,  without  doubt,  the  mod 
luxurious  fet  of  people  in  the  ifiand ;  though  I  have  not 
found  the  lead  reafon  to  charge  them  with  a  refinement  in- 
voluptuoufnefs,  which  is  at  once  improbable,  and  inconfift- 
cnt  with  the  tendernefs  of  the  whole  people.  We  have 
been  told  a  wanton  tale  of  promifcuous  embraces,  where 
every  woman  is  common  to  every  man  :  but  when  we  en¬ 
quired  for  a  confirmation  of  this  (lory  from  the  natives,  we 
were  foon  convinced  that  it  mull,  like  many  others,  be  con- 
fidcred  as  the  groundlefs  invention  of  a  traveller’s  gay 
fancy. 

Some  arreoys  are  married  to  a  woman,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  Mahine  was  to  the  daughter  of  Toperree  * ;  but 
others  keep  a  temporary  miftrefs.  Many  may  perhaps 
revel  in  the  arms  of  feveral  proftitutes,  which  are  to  be  met 
with  in  all  the  iflands.  This  diftblute  pleafure  is  however 
much  more  frequent  in  every  civilized  country  of  Europe  ? 
but  I  apprehend  it  would  not  authorife  an  afiertion,  that  in- 
Europe  there  cxifts  a  fociety  of  men  and  women,  who  prac— 
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fife  a  particular  refinement  of  fenfuality  *.  When  we 
eonficler  the  whole  character  of  the  Taheitians  j  when  we  re- 
colleCt  their  gentlenefs,  their  generofity,  their  affectionate 

V 

friendfhip,  their  tendernefs,  their  pity,  we  cannot  recon¬ 
cile  thefe  qualities  to  the  murder  of  their  own  offspring. 
We  fhudder  at  the  Rern  inhumanity  of  the  father,  but  much 

V  T 

more  fo  at  the  obdurate  heart  of  the  mother,  where  the 
voice  of  nature,  and  of  powerful  inflinCt,  fhould  cry  aloud 
for  mercy  and  prote&ion.  The  paths  of  virtue  are  but  too 
eafily  forfaken  ;  Rill  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  conceive,  how  a  peo¬ 
ple  fo  much  left  to  nature,  could  arrive  at  fuch  a  detefiable 
pitch  of  depravity  :  but  cuflom, 

That  monfter  cuftom,  who  all  fenfe  doth  eat 

Of  habits  evil —  . — -  Shakespeare. 

gradually  blunts  every  feeling,  and  overcomes  the  Rings  of 

remorfe.  We  had  no  fooner  learnt  that  fuch  an  unnatu- 

■  ,  .  *  * 

ral  and  barbarous  praCtice  Rigmatized  the  fociety  of  arreoy, 
than  we  reprehended  our  young  friend  Mahine  for  valuing 
himfelf  on  being  a  member  of  fuch  a  deteRable  body.  We 
endeavoured  to  point  out  the  immorality  and  cruelty  of  this 
practice,  and  made  ufe  of  every  argument  which  our  re¬ 
flections  could  furnifla,  or  our  words  exprefs.  We  eafily 
fucceeded  in  convincing  him,  and  obtained  a  promife  that 
he  would  not  kill  his  children,  but  feparate  from  the  fo- 
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ciety  as  foon  as  he  Ihould  receive  the  glorious  name  of  fa¬ 
ther.  To  our  great  fatisfaXion  he  allured  us,  that  the  in- 
ftances  of  arreoys  having  children  were  extremely  rare.  It 
fecms  that  they  choofe  their  wives  and  millreffes  among  the 
proftitutes  ;  and  from  this  circumftance,  as  well  as  from 
their  great  voluptuoufnefs,  they  have  feldom  reafon  to  dread 
the  intrulion  of  an  unfortunate  infant.  The  anfwers  of  O- 
Mai,  whom  I  confulted  on  this  fubjeX  after  my  return  to 
England,  gave  me  Rill  greater  pleafure,  as  they  foftened 
the  tranfgreffion  at  leaft  of  one  part,  and  entirely  freed  the 
bulk  of  the  nation  from  that  lhare  of  guilt,  which  the  fim- 
ple  acquiefcence  in  fuch  a  heinous  crime  might  throw  upon 
them.  He  allured  me,  that  the  invariable  laws  of  the  com¬ 
munity  of  arreoy  required  the  extinXion  of  their  offspring  ; 
that  the  pre-eminence  and  advantages  which  a  man  enjoyed 
as  arreoy  were  fo  valuable,  as  to  urge  him  on  againR  his 
own  feelings  ;  that  the  mother  was  never  willing  to  con- 
fent  to  the  horrid  murder,  but  that  her  hulband  and  other 
arreoys  perfuaded  her  to  yield  up  the  child  ;  and  that  when 
entreaties  were  not  fufficient,  force  was  fometimes  em¬ 
ployed.  But  above  all,  he  added,  that  this  aX  was  always 
performed  in  fecret,  and  fo  that  none  of  the  people,  not  even 
the  towtows  or  attendants  of  the  houfe,  were  prefent  ;  be- 
caufe,  if  it  were  feen,  the  murderers  mull  be  put  to  death. 
This  being  the  cafe,  we  may  comfort  ourfelves  with  the  re¬ 
flexion,  that  criminal  individuals  are  not  more  numerous 

in 
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in  the  Society  Iflands,  than  among  other  people ;  and  that 

✓ 

the  votaries  of  vice  have  no  reafon  to  triumph,  in  fuppofing 
a  whole  nation  accuflomed  to  commit  unnatural  murders, 
without  a  fenfe  of  wrong  *. 

The  arreoys  were  no  lefs  hofpitable  than  luxurious,  and  Thuifday 
.it  was  not  for  want  of  invitation  that  we  did  not  partake  of 
their  refrefliments.  We  rambled  in  the  country  till  fun- 
fet,  and  then  returned  to  the  fhip,  which  Mahine,  the  wo¬ 
man,  and  the  other  Indian  paffengers  had  now  left.  The 
next  morning  a  great  number  of  natives  came  to  the  (hip 
in  their  canoes,  among  whom  were  many  women,  who 
remained  with  the  failors.  At  Huahine  the  commerce  of 
this  kind  had  been  very  inconfiderable,  and  chiefly  confined 
to  women  who  were  only  on  a  vifit  to  that  ifland  j  it  was 
therefore  refumed  here  with  the  greateft  eagernefs  by  our 
crew.  We  paffed'  the  day  on  an  excurfion  to  the  northward, 
where  we  fhot  feveral  wild  ducks,  and  met  with  a  hofpita¬ 
ble  reception  in  different  cottages. 

The  next  was  a  fine  day,  delightfully  tempered  by  a 
flrong  eafterly  gale.  We  received  the  vifits  of  Orea  and  all 


*  Depravity  is  much  more  at  home  in  our  polifhed  climate,  and  I  muff  here 
mention  an  inftance  which  ftains  fociety  with  indelible  difhonour.  In  the  me¬ 
tropolis  of  England  there  are  wretches,  who  publicly  declare  their  Ikill,  and 
offer  their  fervices,  to  procure  abortion.  (See  an  advertifement  to  that  effect  in 
a  public  paper,  No.  1322,  for  Wednefday,  January  15,  17 77.)  They  are  fuf- 
fered  with  impunity  to  make  a  trade  of  deftroying  human  beings  in  the  womb. 
Such  is  the  falutary  confequence  of  lenity  towards  the  murderers  of  innocent 
babes  ! 
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his  family,  of  Boba,  the  viceroy  of  the  ifland  of  O-Taha, 
and  of  Teina,  the  fair  dancing-woman,  whofe  picture  Mr. 
Hodges  had  formerly  attempted  to  draw  *.  Boba  was  a 
tall,  handfome  young  man,  a  native  of  Borabora,  related  to 
Poonee,  the  king  of  that  ifland,  and  conqueror  of  Raietea 
and  Taha.  Mahine  has  frequently  told  us,  that  he  is  def¬ 
aced  to  be  the  fucceflor  of  O-Poone,  whofe  only  daughter 
Maiwherua,  faid  to  be  a  young  beautiful  princefs,  twelve 
years  old,  he  is  to  marry.  Boba  was  at  prefent  an  arreoy, 
and  kept  the  lively  Teina  as  his  miftrcfs,  who  was  with 
child  in  confequence.  We  entered  into  converfation  with 
her  on  the  cuflom  of  killing  the  offspring  of  an  arreoy. 
The  fhort  dialogue  which  paffed  between  us  was  couched 
in  the  mod  Ample  expreffions,  becaufe  we  had  not  fufff- 
cient  knowledge  of  the  language  to  difeourfe  of  abftradt 
ideas.  For  the  fame  reafon  all  our  rhetoric  was  exhaufled 
in  a  few  moments,  and  had  no  other  effedl,  than  to  draw 
the  following  conceffion  from  Tema-mai  :  “  that  our  eatua 
(deity)  in  England  might  perhaps  be  offended  by  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  arreoys  ;  but  that  her’s  was  not  difpleafed  with 
it.  She  promifed,  however,  if  we  would  come  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  fetch  her  child,  fire  might  perhaps  keep  it  alive, 
provided  we  gave  her  a  hatchet,  a  fliirt,  and  fome  red  fea¬ 
thers.”  This  was  faid  in  fuch  a  laughing  tone,  that  we 

*  See  vol.  I.  p.  402.  and  the  plate  in  captain  Cook’s  account  of  this  voy¬ 
age,  which  is  engraved  from  Mr.  Hodges’s  drawing. 
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had  not  the  leaft  room  to  believe  her  in  earned.  It  was  in 
vain  to  attempt  to  continue  the  converfation,  lince  a  variety 
of  objetfts  diverted  her  attention :  it  was  a  wonder  indeed 
that  flie  had  lent  an  ear  to  our  queflions  fo  long. 

In  the  afternoon  we  went  alhore,  to  fee  a  dramatic  dance 
performed  by  Orea’s  daughter  Poyadua,  and  found  a  great 
number  of  inhabitants  affembled  at  the  play-houfe  >  this 
diverfion  being  admired  by  all  ranks  of  the  people.  Poya¬ 
dua  difplayed  her  agility  as  ufual,  and  received  great  ap- 
plaufe  from  the  European  fpe&ators.  The  interludes  per¬ 
formed  by  the  men  were  fomething  different  from  thofe 
we  had  feen  before.  We  could  plainly  underftand  the  name 
of  captain  Cook,  and  of  feveral  of  our  fhipmates,  men¬ 
tioned  in  their  fongs,  and  they  feemed  to  reprefent  a  theft 
committed  by  their  people.  Another  of  the  interludes  was 
the  invafion  of  the  Borabora  men,  which  they  expreffed  by 
beating  one  another  with  a  thong  or  whip,  which  made  a 
very  loud  fmack.  But  If  ill  another  was  more  curious  than 
all  the  reft  :  it  reprefented  a  woman  in  labour,  and  pro¬ 
voked  immoderate  peals  of  laughter  from  the  multitude. 
The  man  who  a'tfted  this  part  went  through  the  geftures, 
which  the  Greeks  were  wont  to  admire  in  the  groves  of 
Venus-Ariadne,  near  Amathus,  where  the  fame  ceremony 
was  a&ed  on  the  fecond  day  of  the  month  Gorpioeus,  in 
memory  of  Ariadne,  who  died  in  child-bed  *.  Thus  it  ap- 

*  Vide  Plutarch,  in  Thefeo. 
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pears,  that  there  is  fcarcely  a  practice,  though  ever  fo  ridi¬ 
culous,  exifting  in  any  corner  of  the  world,  that  has  not  been 
hit  upon  by  the  extravagant  fancy  of  men  in  fome  other  re¬ 
gion.  A  tall  flout  fellow,  dreffed  in  cloth,  pcrfonated  the 
new  born  infant  in  fuch  a  ludicrous  Ryle,  that  we  could  not 
refufe  joining  in  the  plaudits  which  his  countrymen  be¬ 
llowed  upon  him.  Anatomifls  and  midwives  would  have 
been  furprifed  to  obferve,  that  this  overgrown  babe  had 

1 

every  necelTary  character  of  a  child  newly  born  ;  but  the 
natives  were  particularly  delighted  with  his  running  about 
the  ftage,  whillt  the  reft  of  the  dancers  endeavoured  to 
catch  him.  The  ladies  were  much  pleafed  with  this  fcene, 
which,  according  to  the  ftmplicity  of  their  ideas,  had  not 
the  leaft  indecency  ;  they  looked  on,  therefore,  unconcern¬ 
edly,  and  were  not  obliged,  like  fome  European  dames,  to< 
peep  through  their  fans. 

The  next  morning  we  travelled  along  the  fhore  to  the 
fouthward,  and  met  with  a  very  fertile  country,  and  hofpit- 
able  people.  We  came  early  to  a  large  building  of  ftone,. 
which  was  called  Marai  no  Parua,  Parua’s  burying-place. 
I  have  already  mentioned  that  this  name  was  likewife 
given  to  Tupaya,  who  went  in  the  Endeavour ;  but  I  am 
doubtful  whether  the  burying-place  relates  to  Tupaya,  fince 
it  generally  bears  the  appellation  of  fome  living  chief. 
Indeed  it  is  not  improbable  that  another  Parua  might  be 
alive  on  the  ifland,  after  whom  the  marai  was  named,  es¬ 
pecially 
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pecially  as  all  the  natives  in  the  neighbourhood  Hrenuoufly 
aflerted,  that  this  Parua  was  an  aree,  which  was  not  always 
allowed  of  Tnpaya.  This  monument  was  fixty  yards  long, 
and  five  wide ;  the  walls  were  made  of  large  Hones,  and 
about  fix  or  eight  feet  high.  We  climbed  over,  and  found 
the  fpace  within  covered  with  a  heap  of  fmall  coral  Hones. 

From  thence  we  walked  on  feveral  miles,  till  we  arrived 
at  a  fpacious  bay,  where  three  little  iflands  lie  within  the 
reef.  The  country  round  this  bay  was  fwampy,  and  well 
Hocked  with  ducks.  Here  we  pafled  fome  time  in  (hoot¬ 
ing,  and  then  embarked  in  two  fmall  canoes,  and  were 
fafely  landed  at  one  of  the  little  iflands.  We  found  a  few 
coco  palms  and  fhrubs,  but  no  fruit-trees  upon  it ;  and  there 
was  only  a  Angle  fifherman’s  hut,  containing  fome  nets, 
and  other  (idling- tackle.  We  returned  very  foon  to  the 
main  fhore,  having  found  no  (hells,  though  the  hope  of 
meeting  with  fome  had  principally  induced  us  to  crofs  the 
water.  We  dined  with  a  native  who  had  invited  us,  and 

returned  to  the  (hip  in  a  canoe  about  fun-fet.  The  chief 

/ 

Orea  had  dined  on  board  with  captain  Cook  during  our  ab- 
fence,  and  had  drank  about  a  bottle  of  wine,  without  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  leafl  intoxicated.  He  had  however,  as  ufual, 
been  extremely  facetious,  and  had  converfed  chiefly  of  the 
countries  which  we  had  lately  vifited,  and  of  which  he  had 
received  an  account  from  his  countryman  Mahine.  After 
being  fatisfied  in  regard  to  many  particulars,  he  faid,  that 
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though  we  had  feen  a  great  deal,  he  would  tell  us  of  an 
ifland  which  we  had  not  met  with  in  our  voyages.  “  It 
lies,”  faid  he,  ‘£  but  a  few  days  fail  from  hence,  but  it  is  in¬ 
habited  by  a  monftrous  race  of  giants,  as  tall  as  the  main- 

> 

mail,  and  as  thick  about  the  middle  as  the  drum-head  of 
the  capftan.  They  are  very  good-natured  people,  but  if 
they  are  ever  incenfed  againft  any  body,  they  take  him  up, 
and  throw  him  as  far  into  the  fea  as  I  would  throw  a  Rone; 
If  you  fliould  happen  to  come  there  with  your  fliip,  they 
would  perhaps  wade  up  to  it,  and  carry  it  afflore  on  their 
backs.”  He  added  feveral  other  ludicrous  circumftances,  and 
concluded  with  telling  us  the  name  of  the  ifland,  Mirro-mirro* 
in  order  to  give  greater  weight  to  his  affertion.  It  appeared 
evidently  to  us,  that  his  whole  ftory  was  a  fine  piece  of 
irony,  directed  againfl  thofe  parts  of  our  narrative  which  he 
did  not  believe,  and  of  which  he  could  have  no  conception* 
We  admired  the  witty  humour  which  was  fo  confpicuous 
in  this  little  flight  of  fancy,  and  with  M.  dc  Bougainville 
looked  up  to  its  great  fource,  the  affluence  of  the  country^ 
which  produces  contentment  and  pleafure  *. 

During  the  next  night  fornc  of  the  natives  ftole  the 
rudders,  grapnels,  and  boat-hooks  belonging  to  our  boats-, 
which  were  fattened  to  the  buoy.  As  foon  as  this  theft 
was  difcovered  in  the  morning,  the  captain  acquainted  Orea 

*  See  his  Voyage  round  the  Woild,  Englifti  ed,  p.257. 
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with  it,  who  immediately  embarked  with  him  in  a  boat, 
and  rowed  feveral  miles  to  the  fouth ward.  In  about  an 
hour’s  time  they  landed,  and  almoft  all  the  ftolen  articles 
being  returned  to  our  people,  they  came  back  to  the  fhip 
entirely  fatisfied.  I  had  been  on  fhore  in  the  creek  during 
this  time,  and  faw  a  heeva,  or  dance,  performed  by  two 
little  girls ;  but  their  drefs  was  not  fo  grand,  and  their 
atRion  much  inferior  to  that  of  Poyadua.  The  tamow,  or 
head-drefs  of  plaited  hair,  was  not  laid  like  a  turban,  but 
formed  feveral  large  locks,  which  had  a  pretty  effecft,  and 
refembled  in  fome  meafure  the  high  heads  of  our  modern 
ladies. 

In  the  afternoon  Poyadua  performed  a  dance  ;  and  as  if 
fhe  meant  to  outfhine  the  other  a&refles,  fhe  had  orna¬ 
mented  her  drefs  more  than  ufual,  and  wore  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  various  forts  of  European  beads.  Her  wonderful 
agility,  the.  graceful  motion  of  her  arms,  and' the  quick 
vibration  of  her  fingers,  were  as  much  admired  there  by 
the  natives,  as  we  applaud'  them  in  our  dancers ;  and  fince 
all  the.fe  accomplilhments  are  taught  in  the  South  Sea- 
illands  by  nature  only,  it  mull;  be  confefled  that  Poyadua. 
d'eferved  the  encomiums  which  all  the  fpeftators  be- 
flowed  upon  her.  The  inhabitants  were  particularly 
delighted  with  the  extraordinary  contortions  into  which  fhe 
ferewed  her  mouth;  though  we  were  fo  little  of  their  mind,., 
that  we  could  not  help  thinking  them  horridly  frightful. 

The 
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The  meeting  of  the  arreoys  gave  rife  to  thefe  frequent  dra¬ 
matic  entertainments ;  their  prefence  fecmed  to  enliven  the 
whole  country,  and  to  infpire  all  the  people  with  extraor¬ 
dinary  cheerfulnefs.  They  frequently  Ihifted  their  gar¬ 
ments,  made  of  their  bell  kinds  of  cloth;  they  palled  their 
time  in  luxuriQUS  idlenefs,  perfuming  their  hair  with  fra¬ 
grant  oils,  finging  and  playing  on  the  flute,  and  palling 
from  one  entertainment  to  another ;  in  Ihort,  they  enjoyed 
the  blellings  of  their  illands  in  the  utmoll  extent ;  and  fo 
much  refembled  the  happy  indolent  people  whom  UlylTcs 
found  in  Phseacia,  that  they  could  apply  the  poet’s  lines  to 
themfelvcs  with  peculiar  propriety  : 


To  drefs,  to  dance,  to  fing,  our  foie  delight, 

A 

The  feaft  or  bath  by  day,  and  love  by  night. 


Pope’s  Homer. 


Our  friend  Mahine  was  perhaps  the  only  perfon  among 
the  nobility  who  did  not  enjoy  that  great  degree  of  happi- 
nefs  which  fo  vifibly  reigned  among  the  reft.  He  was  not 
received- with  thofe  diftinguifhing  marks  of  favour  which 
had  been  lavilhecl  upon  him  at  Taheitee ;  for  it  feems,  even 
in  the  South  Seas,  a  man  is  no  where  lefs  efteemed  than  in 
his  own  country.  All  his  relations,  who  were  extremely 
numerous,  expetfted  prefents  as  their  due;  whilft  at  Tahei¬ 
tee  his  liberality  made,  him  friends,  and  procured  him 
great  advantages.  As  long  as  the  generous'  youth  had 
fome  of  thofe  riches  left,  which  he  had  collected  at  the 

peril 
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peril  of  his  life,  on  our  dangerous  and  difmal  cruize,  he  was 
perpetually  importuned  to  ihare  them  out;  and  though 
he  freely  diftributed  all  he  had,  fome  of  his  acquaintances 
complained  that  he  was  niggardly.  He  was  focn  reduced 
to  beg  a  fupply  of  European  wares  from  his  friends  on 
board,  having  only  faved  a  few  red  feathers,  and  fome 
other  curiofities,  as  a  prefent  for  O-Poonee,  the  king  of  Bo- 
rabora,  to  whom  he  was  related.  Under  thefe  difagreeable 
circumftances,  he  longed  to  return  to  Taheitee,  and  told  us 
he  was  refolved  to  fettle  there,  as  foon  as  he  (hould  have 
vifited  Poonee,  and  his  other  relations  at  Borabora.  He 
would  willingly  have  embarked  with  us  again  for  England, 

if  we  had  given  him  the  lead  hope  of  returning  to  the 

✓ 

South  Sea  ;  but  captain  Cook  having  told  him,  that  no  Chip 
would  ever  be  fent  to  his  iflands  again,  he  deprived  himfelf 
of  the  pleafure  of  feeing  our  country,  rather  than  part  for 
ever  from  his  native  groves.  When  we  refleft  on  the  fate 
of  his  countryman,  O-Mai,  we  have  fome  reafon  to  think 
this  determination  fortunate  for  his  heart  and  morals. 
The  fplendour  of  England  remains  unknown  to  him ;  but 
at  the  fame  time  he  has  no  idea  of  thofe  enormities  which 
difgrace  the  opulent  capitals  of  the  world. 

After  the  dance  was  over,  Mahine  invited  us  to  the 
diftrift  in  which  his  lands  were  fituated.  He  had  frequently 
told  us,  that  he  had  poilellions  in  this  ifland ;  but  as  fome 
of  our  people  had  doubted  of  his  veracity,  he  was  glad  to1 

take: 
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take  an  opportunity  of  juftifying  himfelf.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing  therefore,  at  day  break,  we  fet  off  in  two  boats,  and 
taking  on  board  Orea  and  all  his  family,  we  arrived,  after 

two  hours  fail,  at  Wharai-te-Vah,  a  diftrieT  at  the  north- 

♦ 

eaft  end  of  the  ifland.  We  were  welcomed  by  Mahine 
and  two  of  his  elder  brothers,  and  conduced  to  a  fpacious 
houfe.  A  fire  was  immediately  made  in  a  hole  in  the 
ground,  and  fome  large  ftones  heated.  With  the  fame  pre¬ 
parations,  which  are  already  defcribed  by  captain  Cook 
in  his  former  voyage  *,  a  large  hog  was  killed,  cleaned, 
wrapped  in  frcfli  leaves,  and  put  into  the  hole  or  oven,  and 

covered  with  hot  ftones  and  a  heap  of  earth.  Whilft  it 

/ 

continued  to  be  ftewed  there,  with  a  quantity  of  fruit,  my 
father,  with  Dr.  Sparrman  and  myfelf,  went  up  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  hills,  where  we  found  nothing  new,  though  we 
were  at  leaft  feven  or  eight  miles  from  our  Chip.  After  a 
walk  of  two  hours  we  returned,  and  in  a  fhort  time  our 
dinner  was  ferved  up  on  green  leaves.  The  fat  of  the  en¬ 
trails,  together  with  the  blood,  had  been  wrapped  up  fe- 
parately  in  a  few  leaves,  and  the  fatteft  chiefs  and  arreoys 
in  company  immediately  feized  upon,  and  fwallowed 
them  by  handfuls.  The  reft  dined  with  an  uncommon  de¬ 
gree  of  voracity  ;  whilft  a  great  croud  of  towtows,  with  their 
greedy  looks,  devoured  the  feaft,  of  which  they  did  not  tafte 

*  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  152, 
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a  fingle  morfel.  Some  (hare  of  the  pork  was  given  to 
Orea’s  wife  and  daughter,  who  carefully  wrapped  it  up,  in 
order  to  eat  it  apart.  Thus  it  feems,  that  though  the  hog 
was  wholly  drefTed,  prepared,  and  dillributed  by  men,  yet 
this  did  not  make  it  improper  for  the  women  to  partake 
of  it.  At  other  times,  it  appears,  that  different  perfons 
cannot  eat  what  has  been  touched  by  one  or  other  of  the 
fame  family  *  ;  we  are  therefore  unable  to  conceive  by 
what  rule  their  cuflom  of  eating  feparately  is  conducted. 
The  Taheitians  are  not  the  only  people  who  do  not  eat 
with  their  women ;  feveral  nations  of  negroes,  and  even 

the  natives  of  Labrador,  have  adopted  the  fame  idea.  From 

» 

the  general  condud  of  thefe  African  and  Efkimaux  tribes,  an 
unnatural  contempt  for  the  fex  appears  to  be  their  motive 
for  this  unfociable  cuflom.  But  as  the  Taheitian  women 
are  very  kindly  treated,  and  highly  efleemed  by  the  men, 
the  cuflom  mull  have  fome  other  origin  among  them, 
which  a  conneded  feries  of  accurate  obfervations  may  per¬ 
haps  in  time  lead  us  to  difcover. 

The  captain  had  taken  with  him  a  few  bottles  of  brandy, 
which,  mixed  with  water,  makes  the  favourite  liquor  of 
failors,  called  grog.  The  arreoys  and  fome  other  chiefs, 
finding  it  flrong,  and  almoft  as  naufeous  as  their  pepper- 
root  drink,  drank  very  freely  of  it,  and  afterwards  took 


*  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II, 
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2UIV.  fome  fmall  cups  of  pure  brandy,  which  they  relifhed  fo 
well,  and  repeated  fo  often,  that  they  were  foon  obliged  to 
lie  down  to  fleep.  We  returned  to  the  fhip  about  five 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon ;  and  the  day  being  remarkably 
warm,  we  went  afiiore  to  bathe  in  a  beautiful  fountain, 
which  we  had  conftantly  made  ufe  of  for  that  purpofe 
during  our  ftay.  A  fragrant  fhrubbery  hung  round  it, 
fcreening  from  the  fun  the  water,  which  was  temperately 
cool,  and  perfectly  limpid.  We  found  the  ufe  of  this  bath 
extremely  refrefhing ;  and  the  natives  had  probably  expe¬ 
rienced  the  fame  effect,  as  they  conftantly  reforted  to  it 
every  morning  and  evening.  Such  pleafing  fpots  are  fre¬ 
quent  in  thcfe  iflands  ;  they  contribute  greatly  to  their  em- 
bellifhment,  and  without  doubt,  are  inftrumental  in  pre- 
ferving  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

We  palled  the  next  days  in  various  excurfions  towards 
the  hills,  where  we  collected  a  few  plants,  which  we  had 
not  met  with  before.  Thefe  hills  exactly  refembled  thofe 
of  Taheitee,  but  were  fomewhat  lower.  We  found  a  ro¬ 
mantic  valley  between  them,  furrounded  by  a  foreft  of  va¬ 
rious  trees  and  fhrubs,  and  furnifhed  with  a  beautiful  ri¬ 
vulet,  which  fell  in  many  cafcades  over  broken  rocks  and 
precipices. 

June.  On  our  returning  from  our  lafl  walk,  we  received  a  very 

Thuifday  a, 

interefting  piece  of  intelligence  from  the  natives.  One  of 

them,  juft  arrived  from  the  ifland  Huahine,  told  us  that 

two 
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two  fhips  lay  at  anchor  there,  one  of  them  confiderably 
larger  than  ours,  but  the  other  about  the  fame  fize.  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook  called  the  man  into  his  cabin,  where  lie  repeated 
the  fame  Rory  to  us,  and  confirmed  it,  by  aflerting  that  he 
had  been  on  board  the  lefifer  fhip,  and  had  been  made 
drunk  there.  We  enquired  for  the  names  of  the  captains, 
and  he  tolds  that  of  the  greater  fhip  was  Tabane,  and  the 
other  Tonno.  Thefe  were  the  names  by  which  the  natives 
defigned  Mr.  Banks  and  captain  Furneaux.  Captain  Cook 
was  therefore  furprifed  to  hear  them  named,  and  enquired 
of  what  flature  thefe  perfons  were.  The  native  very 
readily  told  us,  that  the  one  whom  he  called  Tabane  was  a 
tall  man,  but  the  other  confiderably  lefs.  This  anfwer  cor- 
refponded  extremely  well  with  truth  ;  but  as  it  was  very 
improbable  that  captain  Furneaux  would  remain  at  Huahinc, 
after  hearing  that  his  fenior  officer  lay  fo  near  him,  we 
concluded  that  the  fhips  mult  belong  to  fome  other  nation. 
At  our  return  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  we  heard  that 
captain  Furneaux  had  failed  from  that  fettlement  long  be¬ 
fore  the  time  when  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  at  Huahine,  and 
that  Mr.  Banks  had  not  left  Europe.  We  have  fince  learnt 
that  M.  St.  Denis,  a  French  navigator,  has  been  in  the  South 
Seas  at  the  time  in  queftion  with  two  fhips. 

The  chief,  O-Rea,  at  firfb  confirmed  this  news,  but  after¬ 
wards  fufpe&ing  that  it  might  haflen  our  departure,  he 
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was  unwilling  to  give  his  opinion,  and  feeming  to  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  the  report,  always  abruptly  changed  the  fub- 
jeft  of  converfation,  with  all  the  art  of  an  European 
politician. 

The  next  day  the  natives  came  in  great  numbers  to  the 
fliip  with  abundance  of  provifions,  which  they  fold  very 
cheap,  as  captain  Cook  propofed  to  fail  the  next  day..  His 
ftore  of  hatchets  and  knives  had  been  expended  long  ago  j 
our  armourer  was  therefore  fet  to  work  to  make  new  ones* 
which  were  ill-lhapen,  and  of  very  little  worth,  particularly 
the  knives,  [which  were  made  of  pieces  of  iron  hoops* 

The  natives  were  contented  with  them,  not  knowing  how 

* 

to  diftinguifh  the  good  from  the  bad  by  the  eye.  They 
fometimes  picked  our  pockets,  or  Role  what  we  did  not 
fufficiently  look  after  j  but  their  fimplicity  now  gave  roomu 
for  a  fevere  retaliation.* 

Among  the  natives  of  the  Society  Iflands  there  are  a  few 
men  who  preferve  the  national  traditions,  together  with  all: 
their  ideas  of  mythology  and  aftronomy.  Mahine,  whilft 
we  were  at  fea,  had  frequently  fpoken  of  them  as  the  mod 
lealrned  of  his  countrymen,  and  named  them  Tata-o-Rerro,, 
which  we  would  exprefs  by  teachers.  After  much  enquiry,, 
we  found  a  chief,  named  Tootavai,  in  the  diftridl  of  Ha- 
maneno,  who  was  diftinguilhed  by  this  epithet.  As  our 
departure  was  fo  near  at  hand,  we  regretted  that  we  had  not 

known, 
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known  him  fooner  ;  but  my  father  determined  to  employ 
his  remaining  time  in  making  enquiries  on  a  fubjedt  fo 
interefting  as  the  hiftory  of  religious  opinions. 

Tootavai  was  pleafed  with  an  opportunity  of  difplaying 
his  knowledge  ;  he  was  flattered  with  the  attention  which 
we  paid  to  his  words,  and  therefore  continued  to  converfe 
on  the  fame  fubjedt  with  much  greater  patience  and  perfe- 
verance,  than  we  could  have  expedted  from  a  lively  inha¬ 
bitant  of  thefe  iflands.  The  religion  of  the  iflanders  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  as  Angular  a  fyftem  of  polytheifm  as  ever  was 
invented.  Few  nations  are  fo  wretched,  and  fo  wholly  oc¬ 
cupied  with  the  means  of  preferving  their  exiflence,  as  to 
lay  aflde  all  ideas  of  a  creator.  Thefe  ideas  rather  feem  to 
have  remained  traditionally  among  mankind,  ever  Ance 
the  Aril  ages,  when  the  Deity  revealed  himfelf.  Agreeably 
to  this  opinion,  the  people  of  Taheitee  and  the  Society 
Iflands  have  preferved  this  fpark  of  divine  inflrudlion,  and 
believe  the  exiflence  of  a  Supreme  Being,  the  maker  and 
progenitor  of  all  things,  viflble  and  inviflble.  It  has  been 
the  fate  of  mod  nations  to  inveftigate  more  or  lefs  the  qua¬ 
lities  of  this  univerfal  and  incomprehenflble  fpirit,  and  to 
adopt  abfurdities,  by  overftepping  the  bounds  prefcribed  by 
the  Creator  himfelf  to  our  fenfes  and  mental  faculties.  The 
different  attributes  of  the  Deity  were  foon  perfonifled  by 
narrow  minds,  which  could  not  contain  the  vafl  idea  of 

fa- 
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ftipreme  perfection.  Gods  and  goddeffes  then  became  in¬ 
numerable,  and  one  error  dill  gave  birth  to  many  more. 
Man,  in  the  courfe  of  education,  received  from  his  father 
the  knowledge  of  a  God  ;  and  a’  fpontaneous  principle 
within  him  cheriflied  this  idea.  Population  encrcafed,  the 
diftinchions  of  ranks  took  place,  and  proportionately  in¬ 
fluenced  the  gratification  of  the  fenfes.  In  every  fociety, 
fame  individual  or  other  took  advantage  of  the  general  pro- 
pcnfity  to  adore,  endeavoured  to  captivate  the  judgment 
of  the  multitude,  and  by  mifreprefenting  and  feparating  the 
qualities  of  the  Almighty,  converted  the  filial  affection  of 
mankind  towards  their  benefactor  into  a  jealous  dread  of 
his  anger.  At  the  Society  Iflands  I  apprehend  this  to  be 
the  cafe  :  they  adore  divinities  of  all  forts  and  qualities  ; 
but  what  is  molt  Angular,  every  ifland  has  a  feparate  theo- 
gony.  This  will  appear  more  clearly  by  comparing  the 
following  account  with  the  obfervations  on  their  religion 
in  captain  Cook’s  firff  voyage  *.  Tootavai  began  with 
telling  us,  that  in  every  ifland  of  this  group,  they  gave  the 
fupreme  God,  creator  of  earth  and  -fkies,  a  different  name  ; 
or,  to  exprefs  it  more  clearly,  that  in  every  ifland  they  be¬ 
lieve  a  different  deity,  though  always  one  of  thofe  which 
are  known  to  them  all,  to  hold  the  firft  rank.  Thus  at 
Tabeiteeand  Eimeo,  they  fay  the  Supreme  Being  is  O-Rooa^ 

*  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  237,  &c. 
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hattoo  $  at  Huahine  they  maintain  that  it  is  Tane  ;  at 
Raietea,  O-Roo  }  at  O-Taha,  Orra  ;  at  Bolabola,  Taootoo;  at 
Mowrua,  O-Too  ;  and  at  Tabbooa-mannoo  (Sir  Charles  Saun¬ 
ders’s  Ifland)  Taroa.  Thirteen  divinities  prefide  over  the 
fea,  and  govern  it  j  viz.  i.  Ooroohaddoo.  2.  Tama-ooee- 
3.  Ta-apee.  4.  O-Tooareeonoo.  5.  Taneea.  6.  Tahou- 
meonna.  7.  Ota-mauwe.  8.  O-Whai.  9.  O-Whatta-. 
10.  Tahooa.  11.  Te  ootya.  12.  O  Mahooroo.  13.  Q- 
Whaddoo.  But  notwithftanding  all  thefe  governors,  a  dif¬ 
ferent  divinity,  Oo-marreo,  is  faid  to  have  created  the  fea. 
The  fame  cafe  exifts  with  regard  to  the  fun,  which  was 
created  by  O-Mauwee,  a  powerful  god,  who  caufes  earth¬ 
quakes.  The  divinity  which  refides  in,  and  governs  the 
fun,  is  called  Tootoomo-hororirree.  They  have  ventured 
to  attribute  to  this  deity  a  beautiful  human  form,  whofe 
hair  defeends  down  to  his  feet,  They  aflert,  that  the  de- 
ceafed  go  thither  to  dwell  with  him,  and  are  continually 
feafted  there  with  bread-fruit  and  pork,  which  need  no 
preparation  from  the  fire.  They  believe  every  man  to 
have  a  feparate  being  within  him,  named  Tee,  which  aefts 
in  confequence  of  the  imprefiion  of  the  fenfes,  and  com¬ 
bines  ideas  into  thoughts  *.  This  being,  which  we  would 
call  the  foul,  exifts  after  death,  and  lodges  in  the  wooden, 
images,  which  are  placed  round  the  burying-places,  and 

*  The  natives  call  thoughts  parou  no  te  obco,  which  literally  fignify  words  in 
the  belly. 
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which  are  called  by  the  fame  name,  tee.  Thus  the  belief 
of  a  future  exidence,  and  that  of  the  combination  of  matter 
and  fpirit,  have  reached  the  remoteft  iflands  of  the  earth. 
Whether  they  have  any  idea  of  rewards  and  punifliments  in  a 
future  date,  we  could  not  learn  ;  but  it  is  mod  reafonable 
to  fuppofe  that  fuch  ideas  have  occurred  to  a  nation  fo  far 
advanced  as  the  Taheitians.  The  moon  was  created  by  a 
female  divinity,  named  O-Heenna,  who  likewife  governs 
that  planet,  and  refides  in  its  black  fpot  or  cloud.  The 
women  fing  a  fhort  couplet,  which  feems  to  be  an  a<5t  of 
adoration  paid  to  that  divinity,  perhaps  becaufe  they  fup¬ 
pofe  her  to  have  fome  induence  upon  their  phyfica!  oeco- 
nomy. 

Te-Oowa  no  te  Malama, 

Te-oowa  te  heenarro, 

% 

The.  cloud  within  the  moon, 

That  cloud  I  love  !—  ■  »  ■ 

i  •/  jiLjJ 

We  may  venture  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Taheitian  goddefs  of 
the  moon  is  not  the  chade  Diana  of  the  ancients,  but  ra¬ 
ther  the  Phoenician  Adarte.  The  dars  were  created  by  a 
goddefs  called  Tettoo-matarou,  and  the  winds  are  governed 
by  the  god  Orree  orree. 

Befides  thefe  greater  divinities,  they  have  a  confiderable 
number  of  inferior  orders,  fome  of  whom  are  faid  to  be 
mifchievous,  and  to  kill  men  in  their  deep.  They  are 
worfliipped  publicly  at  the  principal  marais,  or  monuments 

of 
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of  ftone,  by  the  Tahowa-rahai,  or  high-prieft  of  the  ifland. 
The  beneficent  gods  are  addrefifed  in  prayers,  which  are  not 

pronounced  aloud,  but  are  diftinguifhed  and  made  known 

\ 

only  by  the  motion  of  the  lips.  The  prieft  looks  up  to  the 
ikies,  and  the  eatua,  or  god,  is  fuppofed  to  come  down  and 
hold  converfe  with  him,  unfeen  by  all  the  people,  and  heard 
by  none  but  the  prieft  himfelf.  Surely  this  is  an  evident 
mark  of  the  influence  of  prieftcrafr,  whofe  great  aim  is  ever 
to  veil  religion  in  myftery.  From  a  principle  dire&ly  op- 
pofite  to  this,  the  Chriftian  dodlrine  derives  one  of  thofe  in- 
conteftible  characters  of  a  divine  origin,  which  diftinguifl* 
it  from  all  the  deceitful  inventions  of  human  underftand- 
ing,  and  carry  perfuafion  to  the  mind.  This  religion  does 
not  wear  the  myfterious  cloak,  which  can  only  ferve  to  co¬ 
ver  darknefs,  but  appears  to  us  dwelled  of  all  kinds  of  trap¬ 
pings,  and  throws  a  pure  and  fteady  light  around.  It  ad¬ 
mits  of  no  iiiyftery,  and  its  true  and  venerable  minifters 
have  at  all  times  aflured  and  convinced  us,  that  they  referved 
no  private  knowledge  for  themfelves,  which  was  not  com¬ 
municated  to  the  meaneft  of  thofe  who  bow  the  knee  to 
their  pure  and  divine  Creator  ;  <c  for  all  fhall  know  him,  from 
the  leaft  to  the  greateft.”  Hebr.  viii.  1 1. 

Offerings  are  made  to  the  gods, of  hogs  and  poultry  roafted, 
and  of  all  kinds  of  eatables ;  but  the  inferior,  and  particularly 
the  malevolent  fpirits,  are  only  revered  by  a  kind  of  hifling. 
Some  of  thefe  fpirits  are  faid  to  come  into  the  houfes  of  the 
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natives  at  night,  and  to  kill  them  ;  others  are  faid  to  in¬ 
habit  a  certain  deferred  ifland  named  Mannua,  where  they 
are  vifible  in  the  fhape  of  ftrong,  tall  men,  with  fiery  eyes, 
and  devour  thofe  who  happen  to  approach  their  coaft  :  but 
this  rather  alludes  to  the  anthropophagy,  which,  as  I  have 
before  obferved,  feems  to  have  exifted  at  thefe  iflands,  pre¬ 
vious  to  their  prefent  (late  of  civilization.  A  number  of 
plants  are  particularly  facred  to  the  deities.  The  cafuarina, 

r 

the  coco-palm,  and  the  banana,  are  frequently  planted  near 
marais,  or  public  places  of  worfliip.  A  fpecies  of  cratava , 
a  fort  of  pepper,  the  hibifcus  populneus ,  the  dracana  termina!isi 
and  the  caJophyllum,  are  all  found  in  the  fame  places,  and  are 
alike  confidered  as  figns  of  peace  and  friendfhip.  Some 
birds,  fuch  as  a  fpecies  of  heron,  king’s-fifher,  and  cuckoo, 
are  alfo  confecrated  to  the  deity ;  but  I  have  already  men¬ 
tioned,  that  they  are  not  held  in  equal  veneration  by  all  the 
people  •,  and  it  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  different  iflands^ 
protect  different  birds. 

The  priefts  of  thefe  iflands  continue  in  office  during  their 
life,  and  their  dignity  is  hereditary.  The  high-prieft  of  every 
ifland  is  always  an  aree,  who  has  the  higheft  rank  after  the- 
king.  They  are  confulted  upon  many  important  occafions, 
partake  largely  of  the  good  things  of  the  country,  and  in; 
fhort  have  found  means  to  make  themfelves  neceflary.  Be- 
fides  the  priefts,  there  is  alfo  in  every  diftrict  one  or  two- 
teachers,  or  tata-o-rerro,  like  Tootavai,  who  are  fkilled  in 
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theogony  and  cofmogony,  and  at  certain  times  inftrudl  the 
people  in  thefe  things.  The  fame  perfons  likewife  pre- 
ferve  the  knowledge  of  geography,  together  with  their  ideas 
of  aftronomy  and  the  divifion  of  time.  They  have  the 
names  of  fourteen  lunar  months,  in  the  following  order  : 

i.  O-Pororo-mooa.  2.  O-Pororo-mooree.  3.  Moorehah. 
4.  Oohee-eiya.  5.  O-Whirre-amma.  6.  Taowa.  7.  O- 
Whirre-erre-erre.  8.  O-Tearree.  9.  Ote-tai.  10.  Warehoo. 

ii. Wahou.  12.  Pippirree.  1  3.  E-Oonoonoo.  14.  Oo- 
mannoo.  The  firft  feven  months  colledlively  are  called 
Ooroo,  or  a  bread-fruit  feafon  ;  but  in  what  manner  they 
arrange  thefe  months,  in  order  to  effedt  a  complete  cycle  or 
a  year,  is  a  myftery  to  us  at  prefent.  It  fhould  feem  that 
fome  of  the  months,  efpecially  the  fecond  and  feventh,  are 

intercalary,  from  the  refetnblance  of  their  names  to  thofe 

■ 

of  the  fir  ft  and  fifth,  and  that  they  are  inferted  in  different 
years.  Each  of  the  lunations  confifts  of  twenty-nine  days. 
During  the  two  lafi:  days  of  the  lunation,  they  fay  the  moon 
is  dead,  becaufe  it  does  not  appear  ;  it  is  therefore  plain 
that  they  begin  to  count  from  the  moon’s  firfi:  appearance, 
and  not  from  the  real  time  of  the  conjunction.  The 
twenty-fifth  day  of  the  thirteenth  moon,  E-Oonoonoo,  was 
our  third  of  June,  when  we  obtained  this  information. 

The  name  of  tahowa,  which  the  Taheitians  apply  to 
priefts,  is  not  entirely  confined  to  them,  but  is  alfo  given 
to  thofe  perfons  who  know  the  virtues  of  a  few  plants, 
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which  are  ufed  as  remedies  againft  different  diforders,. 
Their  medicines  are  few,  and  very  fimple,  but  their  difeafes 
are  not  manifold  and  complicated. 

As  foon  as  we  had  obtained  thefe  accounts  from  Tootavai, 
the  fhip  unmoored,  on  the  fourth  of  June,  about  ten  in  the 
morning.  The  king  of  Raietea,  Oo-ooroo,  to  whom  the 
conqueror  O-Poonee  had  left  the  title  and  honour  of  roy¬ 
alty,  vifited  us  with  fome  of  his  relations,  juft  before  our 
departure.  Q-Rea  with  his  family  was  likewife  on  board, 
and  Mahine  with  his  relations  came  to  take  their  leave.  The 
parting  fcene  was  extremely  affe<5ling  ;  all  our  friends  (hed 
tears  plentifully,  but  poor  Mahine’s  heart  feemed  torn  to 
pieces  by  the  violence  of  his  grief.  He  ran  from  cabin  to 
cabin,  and  embraced  every  one  of  us,  without  being  able  to 
fpeak  a  (ingle  word.  His  tears,  his  fighs  and  looks  were 
eloquent  beyond  defcription.  At  laft  the  fhip  fet  fail  ;  he 
got  into  his  canoe,  and  continued  (landing  upright,  whilft 
all  his  countrymen  were  feated.  He  looked  at  us,  then 
hung  down  his  head,  and  hid  it  in  his  garments.  When 
we  had  cleared  the  reefs,  we  dill  perceived  him  to  wave  his 
extended  arms  ;  and  he  continued  his  addreffes  till  we  could 
no  longer  difcern  him. 

Thus  we  left  an  amiable  nation,  who,  with  all  their  im- 
perfe<5tions,  are  perhaps  more  innocent  and  pure  of  heart, 
than  thofe  who  are  more  refined  and  better  inftru&ed. 
Without  quoting  the  example  of  Mahine,  we  have  often 
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been  witnelfes  to  reciprocal  a&s  of  kindnefs,  which  con- 
vinced  us,  that  the  focial  virtues  are  frequently  exercifed 
among!!  themfelves.  I  have  feen  a  lingle  bread-fruit,  or  a 
few  coco-nuts  (hared  between  a  number  of  people,  fo  that 
every  one  partook  of  them.  I  have  obferved  them  parting 
with  their  cloaths,  and  doing  feveral  charitable  actions  to 
each  other,  with  the  fame  good-will  which  they  exprelfed 
towards  us.  We  fhould  indeed  be  ungrateful,  if  we  did 
not  acknowledge  the  kindnefs  with  which  they  always 
treated  us ;  they  were  ready  to  carry  us  on  their  backs  in 
and  out  of  our  boats,  to  prevent  the  furf  from  wetting  our 
feet  j  they  often  loaded  themfelves  with  the  curiofities  which 
we  had  purchafed ;  and  rarely  refufed  to  go  into  the  water 
in  quell  of  any  bird  which  we  had  (hot.  If  the  rain 
caught  us  on  our  excurlions,  or  the  heat  of  the  fun  and  the 
fatigue  of  the  journey  opprelfed  us,  we  were  invited  to  re- 
pofe  in  their  dwellings,  and  feafted  on  their  bell  provilions  5 
our  friendly  hoft  flood  at  a  diflance,  and  never  tailed  any 
thing  till  we  entreated  him ;  whillt  fome  of  the  family 
were  employed  in  fanning  us  with  a  leaf,  or  the  bough  of 
a  tree.  Before  we  left  the  houfe  we  were  commonly- 
adopted,  according  to  our  different  ages,  in  the  quality.* 
of  fathers,  brothers,  or  fons.  This  circumflance  was  owing 
to  an  opinion  that  we  were  all  related.  The  chiefs  in  all, 
the  Society  Iilands  are  defcended  from  the  fame  family ;  our 
officers,  therefore,  and  all  thofe  who  dined  or  meifed  to¬ 
gether^ 


157 


1774. 

JUNfi. 


A  VOYAGE,  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


gether,  were  by  them  confidered  as  relations.  They  fup- 
pofed  that  captain  Cook  and  my  father  were  brothers, 
purely  from  this  reafon  ;  for,  with  all  their  good  heart,  they 
are  but  indifferent  phyfiognomifts.  Their  hofpitality  to¬ 
wards  us  was  frequently  quite  difinterefled;  and  gave  us  a 
right  to  form  the  molt  flattering  conclulions  in  regard  to 
their  conduct  towards  each  other.  They  are  hofpitable 
without  feeming  to  know  it ;  and  leave  to  Grangers  who 
vifit  them,  the  pleafing  and  grateful  talk  of  recording  their 
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TIT  E  fired  a  falutc  of  fcveral  guns  on  leaving  the  ifland 
*  ~  of  Raictea,  in  honour  of  his  majefly’s  birth  day;  Saturday*, 
and  this  difeharge  of  our  artillery  afforded  no  fmall  en¬ 
tertainment  to  the  inhabitants.  During  the  fix  weeks 
which  we  had  fpent  at  Taheitee  and  the  Society  Iflands,  we 
had  been  well  refrelhed,  and  were  perfe&ly  recovered  from 
our  bilious  and  fcorbutic  complaints  :  a  venereal  diforder 
was,  however,  the  reward  of  thofe,  that 

• - with  unbafhful  forehead,  woo’d 

The  means  of  fickncfs  and  debility.  Shakespeare. 

Nearly  one  half  of  our  crew  were  affli&ed  with  this 
naufeous  and  fhameful  difeafe  j  though  it  was  in  general 
lefs  virulent  that  in  Europe.  Our  converfations  with  Ma- 
hine  on  its  ravages,  gave  us  the  greateft  rcafon  to  be  con¬ 
vinced,  that  it  exifled  at  Taheitee  and  the  Society  Iflands 
previous  to  captain  Wallis’s  voyage  in  1768.  Mahine 
frequently  affured  us,  that  fcveral  years  before  that  period, 
his  mother  died  of  this  difeafe  at  Borabora.  Its  appear¬ 
ance  has  therefore  been  attributed  to  a  wrong  caufe  in  various 
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parts  of  the  world.  .For  the  fpace  of  near  three  centuries  the 
Spaniards  have  been  accufed  by  phyficians,  and  detefted  by 
moralifts,  for  bringing  the  infection  from  America,  which 
is  now  incontrovertibly  proved  to  have  begun  in  Europe, 
.previous  to  the  difeovery  of  America  *.  The  Englilh  and 
French  navigators  have  charged  each  other  with  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  this  deteftable  diforder  among  the  harmlefs  and 

hofpitable  Taheitians  ;  though  they  have  long  been  ac- 

♦ 

quainted  with  it,  and  are  not  ignorant  of  the  art  of  curing 
itf.  Nay,  it  feems  that  their  limple  diet,  the  falubrity  of 
their  climate,  and  a  long  fpace  of  time,  have  abated  the 
acrimony  of  the  virus,  and  hrought  it  to  that  inactive  Rate 
to  which  it  is  now  reduced  in  South  America.  I  am  far 
from  fuppofing,  that  the  venereal  complaint  has  been  car¬ 
ried  to  America  from  Europe ;  no,  the  fame  caufes  which 
could  give  birth  to  it  in  one  part  of  the  world,  are  fufficient 
to  produce  it  every  where  elfe.  The  commerce  of  our  crews 
with  the  women  of  Tonga  Tabboo,  and  the  Marquefas  ; 
nay,  their  remarkable  connections  with  the  falacious  fe¬ 
males  of  Eafter  Ifland,  had  no  finifter  confequences.  It  may 
be  inferred  from  thence,  that  the  infection  has  not  yet  broke 
out  at  thofe  iflands,  though  fuch  inferences  are  fometimes 

*  See  Petr.  Martyr,  ab  Angleria  Decad.  American.— Diflertation  fur  1’Origine 
de  la  Maladie  Venerienne,  par  M.  Sanche?.  Paris,  1752. — Examen  hiftorique 
fur  1’Apparition  de  la  Maladie  Venerienne  en  Europe.  Lifbonne,  1774. — Dr. 
flunter,  in  the  Phil.  Tranf.  and  others. 

j-  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  233. 
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fallacious*;  for  captain  Wallis  left  Talieitee  without 
having  a  fingle  venereal  patient,  though  the  diftemper  is 
now  proved  to  have  exificd  there  before  his  arrival.  It  is 
alfo  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  New  Zeelanders  f  were  afflicted 
with  this  diforder  before  any  Europeans  had  an  intercourfe 
with  them. 

We  palled  the  ifland  of  Mowrua  in  the  afternoon,  and 
Hood  to  the  weftward  with  a  favourable  trade-wind.  On 
the  6  th,  at  eleven  in  the  morning,  we  defcried  an  ifland, 
which  captain  Wallis  named  after  lord  Howe.  It  is  very 
low,  confiding  of  coral  ledges,  which  enclofe  a  lagoon  ;  and 
by  its  direction,  it  appears  to  be  the  fame  which  the  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Society  Iflands  call  Mopeehah.  We  found  it 
fituated  in  i6°  46' S.  lat.  and  1^4°  8'  W.  Several  birds, 
called  boobies,  were  feen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  little 
ifle,  which  was  to  appearance  uninhabited. 

The  next  day  at  noon  the  wind  Hiifted,  and  became  con¬ 
trary.  During  the  whole  afternoon  it  thundered  and 
lightned,  and  we  had  feveral  fmart  Ihowers.  The  night 
was  calm  ;  but  we  fixed  the  elecTric  chain  at  the  maft-head, 
on  account  of  the  flrong  lightning  which  ftill  continued. 
We  had  fo  faint  a  breeze,  with  intervening  calms,  during 
the  next  three  days,  that  we  made  but  flow  advances. 
Tropic-birds  and  noddies  vifited  us  during  this  time ;  and 

*  See  vol.  I.  p.  369,  f  Ibid.  p.  239. 


I  6  I 


1774. 

June. 


Tuefday  f. 


VOL.  II. 


Y 


our 


I  6  2 


1774* 

JUNE, 


Thurfday  16, 


Monday  20. 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

our  crew  had  the  mortification  of  lofing  a  great  fhark,  after 
they  had  hooked  and  fhot  him  with  three  bullets. 

On  the  1  ith,  in  the  morning,  the  wind  frefliened  again,, 
and  pulhed  us  on  to  the  W.  S.  W.  for  two  days,  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  which  we  had  calms  and  foul  winds  to  cope 
with,  and  faw  frequent  fialhes  of  lightning  at  night.  Sea- 
fowl  of  different  forts,  and  fifhes,  fuch  as  bonitos,  dolphins, 
lharks,  and  grampufifes,  appeared  about  us  at  different 
times. 

On  the  idth3  in  the  morning,  at  eight  o’clock,  we  dif* 
covered  another  low  ifland.  We  were  clofe  to  it  about  three 
in  the  afternoon,  and  failed  round  it,  without  finding  a 
landing  place  or  harbour.  It  confifted  of  eight  different 
ifles,  conne&ed  by  reefs,  and  covered  with  trees,  particularly 
coco-palms,  which  made  it  look  remarkably  pleafant.  Vaft 
flocks  of  aquatic  birds  appeared  about  it,  from  whence  we 
concluded,  that  it  was  likewife  uninhabited.  In  fome 
parts  there  were  extenfive  fandy  beaches,  where  turtles  pro¬ 
bably  refort  to  lay  their  eggs.  The  fea  was  alfo  full  of 
good  fifli,  of  different  forts,  about  us.  This  pretty  little 
fpot  was- named  Palmerfion  Ifland,  and  lies  in  18?  4' S.  lat. 
and  1 6 3  0  1 o  W. 

We  continued  fleering  to  the  W.  S.  W.  till  the  2  oth, 
when  we  faw  an  ifland  in  the  afternoon,  of  fome  elevation, 
on  which,  before  funfet,  we  could  difcern  the  trees.  We 
tacked  all  night  to  windward,  and  at  the  return  of  day¬ 
light 
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light  Rood  towards  it. .  Having  approached  within  about 
two  miles,  we  ran  along  the  lhore,  which  now  appeared 
fteep  and  rocky,  with  here  and  there  a  narrow  fandy  beach 
at  the  foot  of  the  rock.  It  was  nearly  level  every  where, 
and  its  greateft  height  feemed  not  to  exceed  forty  feet  ;  but 
it  was  covered  with  woods  and  fhrubberies  along  the  fum- 
mit.  About  ten  o’clock,  we  perceived  feven  or  eight  people 
running  clofe  to  the  water’s  edge.  They  feemed  to  be  of  a 
blackifh  colour,  and  were  naked;  fomething  white  was 
wrapped  about  their  heads  and  loins,  and  each  had  a  fpear, 
a  club,  or  a  paddle  in  his  hand.  In  feveral  chafms  between 
the  rocks,  we  obferved  a  few  fmall  canoes  hauled  upon  the 
fhore.  We  now  likewife  took  notice  of  fome  coco-nut  trees, 
of  no  great  height,  which  flood  on  the  flope  of  the  rocks. 
Two  boats  were  hoifled  out,  armed  and  manned,  in  which 
the  captain,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sparrman,  Mr.  Hodges,  my 
father,  and  myfelf,  went  afhore.  A  reef  of  coral  furrounds 
the  whofe  coaft  at  a  fhort  diflance ;  but  having  found  an 
opening,  where  the  furf  was  not  dangerous,  we  landed, 
and  climbed  up  one  of  the  adjacent  rocks,  where  we  polled 
fome  of  our  failors  and  marines.  It  conlilled  entirely  of 
{harp  and  craggy  coral,  and  was  covered  with  a  variety 
of  fmall  fhrubby  plants,  common  to  the  low  illands.  Be- 
fides  thefe,  we  found  fome  new  fpecies,  all  which  grew  be¬ 
tween  the  crevices  of  the  coral,  without  the  leaft  atom  of 
foil.  Some  curlews,  fnipes,  and  herons,  of  the  fame  fort 
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which  we  had  obferved  at  Taheitee,  likewife  appeared  on 
this  ifland.  Having  walked  among  the  bullies,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  fifty  yards  from  the  water,  we  heard  a 
loud  halloo,  upon  which  we  retired  to  the  rock,  where  our 
people  had  taken  poll.  We  now  learnt  that  captain  Cook, 
having  walked  up  a  long  deep  gulley,  which  lay  before  us, 
had  entered  the  woods  at  a  little  diftance  from  us.  He  had 
not  proceeded  far,  when  he  heard  fomebody  tumbling 
down  from  a  tree.  He  fuppofed  it  was  one  of  us,  and 
called  out  to  us,  but  was  prefently  undeceived  by  the 
fhouts  of  the  Indian.  We  now  called  to  the  natives  in 
thofe  South  Sea  dialers  which  we  were  acquainted  with, 
that  we  were  friends,  and  defired  them  to  come  down  to  us. 
They  were  heard  talking  and  Ihouting  to  each  other  for 
fome  time  ;  and  prefently  one  of  them  appeared  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  gulley.  His  body  was  blackened  as  far  as  the 
waift  j  his  head  was  ornamented  with  feathers  placed  up¬ 
right,  and  in  his  hand  he  held  a  fpear.  Behind  him  we 
heard  many  voices  in  the  chafm,  though  the  trees  prevented 
our  feeing  the  people.  At  laft  a  young  man,  to  all  appear¬ 
ance  without  a  beard,  Hepped  forward,  and  joined  the  firft. 
He  was  like  him  blackened,  and  had  a  long  bow,  like  thofe 
of  Tonga-Tabboo,  in  his  right  hand.  With  the  left  he 
inftantly  flung  a  very  large  ftone,  with  fo  much  accuracy, 
as  to  hit  Dr.  Sparrman’s  arm  a  violent  blow,  at  the  difiance 
of  forty  yards.  The  pain  which  it  occafioned  irritated  my 
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friend  fo  much,  that  he  let  fly  at  his  enemy ;  but  it  did  not 
appear  that  the  fmall  {hot  had  any  effedt.  Both  the  na¬ 
tives  retired  foon  after ;  and  though  we  ftaid  here  for  fome 
time,  performing  the  idle  ceremony  of  taking  pofleflion, 
we  faw  nothing  more  of  the  inhabitants.  After  we  had 
refumed  our  courfe  along  fliore  in  the  boats,  we  faw  the 
people  coming  to  the  water’s  fide  at  the  place  which  we 
had  left.  The  appearance  of  the  coaft  was  flill  the  fame  as 
we  advanced.  We  landed  at  the  hazard  of  our  necks  in 
another  place,  which  we  left  as  foon  as  the  boat’s  crew 
called  out,  that  they  perceived  the  natives  above  us.  We 
continued  till  we  came  to  a  confiderable  chafm  in  the  rock, 
before  which  a  flat  reef,  full  of  holes  and  cavities,  extended 
about  fifty  yards  off  fliore.  We  drew  up  a  line  of  failors  on 
the  reef,  and  the  captain  with  us  walked  into  the  chafmi 
where  we  found  four  canoes.  They  were  very  nearly  of 
the  fame  ftrudture  with  thofe  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  and  had 
fome  carving,  but  were  not  fo  neatly  wrought.  They  were 
Angle,  and  had  flrong  out-riggers.  Some  were  covered  with 
coarfe  mats,  and  contained  filhing- lines,  fpears,  and  pieces  of 
wood,  which  appeared  to  have  ferved  as  matches  for  fifliing  at 
night.  The  captain  laid  a  fmall  prefent  of  beads,  nails,  and 
medals  on  each  canoe  ;  but  whilft  he  was  fo  employed,  I  per¬ 
ceived  a  troop  of  natives  coming  down  the  chafm,  and  in- 
ftantly  acquainting  our  company  of  it,  we  all  retired  a 
few  fleps.  Two  of  the  natives,  drefled  with  feathers,  and 
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blackened  as  the  other  before  mentioned,  advanced  towards 
us  with  furious  fhouts,  and  fpears  in  their  hands.  We 
called  in  friendly  terms  to  them  ;  but  to  no  purpofe. 
The  captain  endeavoured  to  difcharge  his  mufket,  but  it 
miffed  fire.  He  defired  us  to  fire  in  our  own  defence,  and 
the  fame  thing  happened  to  us  all.  The  natives  threw  two 
fpears  :  captain  Cook  narrowly  efcaped  one  of  them  by 
{looping  j  the  other  Aid  along  my  thigh,  marking  my 
cloaths  with  the  black  colour  with  which  it  was  daubed. 
We  tried  to  fire  again^and  at  laft  my  piece,  loaded  with  fmall 
{hot,  went  off,  and  Mr.  Hodges  fired  a  ball,  which  did  no 
execution.  At  the  fame  time  a  regular  firing  began  behind 
us  from  our  party,  who  having  obferved  our  retreat,  had 
likewife  viewed  another  troop  of  the  natives  coming  down 
by  a  different  path  to  cut  us  off.  The  effeeff  of  the  fmall 
{hot  fortunately  Hopped  the  natives  from  ruffling  upon  us, 
and  gave  us  time  to  retreat  to  our  men,  who  continued  to 
fire  with  great  eagernefs,  while  any  of  the  natives  remained 
in  fight.  Two  of  thefe  in  particular,  (landing  among  the 
buflies,  brandiflied  their  weapons  in  defiance  a  confiderable 
while,  but  at  laft  retired,  one  of  them  appearing  to  be 
wounded,  by  the  difmal  howl  which  we  heard  prefently 
after.  We  now  embarked,  and  refolved  to  abandon  a  fet  of 
people,  whom  no  entreaties  could  prevail  upon  to  become 
our  friends.  The  nature  of  their  country,  which  is  almoft 
inacceffible,  feems  to  have  contributed  to  make  their  tem¬ 
pers 
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pers  fo  unfociable.  The  whole  ifland  is  purely  a  coral- 
rock,  like  that  of  the  low  iflands,  on  which  we  faw  very 
few  coco-palms,  and  no  ufeful  trees.  I  have  therefore 
formed  a  conjecture,  that  the  interior  parts  are  not  fo  bar¬ 
ren,  but  fit  for  the  culture  of  nutritive  vegetables.  The  ge¬ 
neral  refemblance  of  this  ifland  to  a  coral  ledge  raifed  out 
of  the  water,  almoft  leads  me  to  fufpecT  that  it  includes  a 
fertile  plain,  which  was  once  a  lagoon.  Whether  a  con- 
vulfion  of  the  globe,  or  any  other  caufe,  lifted  fuch  a 
large  piece  of  coral  rock  forty  feet  above  water,  is  a  point 
which  mull  be  left  to  future  philofophers  to  determine. 
The  boats  and  arms  of  the  natives  refembled  thofe  of 
Tonga-Tabboo,  and  it  is  therefore  probable  that  the  people 
have  the  fame  origin  ;  but  their  numbers  are  inconfi- 
derable,  and  their  civilization  little  advanced,  fince  they  are 
favage,  and  go  naked.  Their  ifland  feems  to  be  about  three 
leagues  long,  and  was  called  Savage  Ifland.  It  is  fituated 
in  1 9 °  i'  S.  and  169°  3 7 '  W. 

Having  reached  the  fhip,  the  boats  were  hoifted  in,  and 
the  next  morning  we  continued  our  courfe  to  the  weft- 
ward.  A  large  high-finned  whale,  which  was  feen  near 
the  (hip,  fpouted  up  the  water,  and  feveral  birds  and  fifli  at¬ 
tended  us  as  ufual. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  at  night  we  lay  to,  as  we  expeCled 
to  be  very  near  A-Namoka,  or  Rotterdam  Ifland,  one  of  the 
friendly  Xfles  difcovered  by  Tafman  in  1643.  Breakers 
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were  heard  a  head  at  two  o’clock,  and  the  land  appeared  at 
day-break.  We  Hood  for  ir,  and  foon  found  it  to  confift  of 
feveral  low  illands,  connected  by  a  vaft  reef.  Another  great 
reef  lay  to  the  northward,  and  we  pafled  between  them.  At 
noon  a  canoe  came  off  towards  us,  though  the  neared  land 
was  above  a  league  didant.  We  difeerned  two  men  in  it, 
who  dood  on  a  long  while,  but  at  lad,  feeing  that  the  fhip 
gained  upon  them,  they  put  about  and  returned.  We  could 
not  help  admiring  the  difference  between  this  race,  and  the 
favages  whom  we  had  fo  lately  left,  and  agreed  that  the 
name  Friendly  was  very  judly  given  to  them.  The  wind 
flackened  all  the  afternoon,  and  died  away  to  a  perfect  calm 
during  night.  We  approached  fo  near  one  of  the  reefs  by 
this  means,  that  we  ran  great  rifle  of  being  wrecked  ;  but  a 
breeze  fpringing  up  in  the  morning,  we  were  out  of  danger 
in  a  fhort  time. 

The  next  morning  we  failed  between  reefs  and  fmall 
iflands,  which  made  the  water  fmooth.  The  idands  had  a 
little  more  elevation  than  the  common  coral  idands  ;  they 
were- covered  with  groves  and  tufts  of  trees,  which  gave  them 
a  mod  enchanting  appearance.  The  houfes  were  feen  in 
great  numbers  among  the  trees  on  the  beach,  and  the  idands 
had  an  air  of  happinefs  and  affluence.  One  of  thefe  little 
gardens  rofe  at  its  ead  end  into  a  white  perpendicular  cliff, 
with  fomething  like  horizontal  drata.  At  our  didance  it 
looked  like  the  badion  of  a  ruined  fort,  and  being  fringed 
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with  woods  and  palms,  formed  altogether  a  romantic  view. 
Towards  noon  the  wind  flackened,  and  canoes  put  off  from 
different  iflands  to  vifit  us,  though  they  were  above  a  league 
diftant,  Some  of  them  worked  fo  hard,  that  they  were 
near  us  in  lefs  than  an  hour  ;  and  when  they  were  about  a 
mufket-lhot  off,  they  began  to  call  to  us  from  time  to  time, 
Rill  continuing  to  paddle  towards  us.  Three  perfons  were 
in  the  canoe,  exa<5tly  like  the  natives  of  Ea-oowhe  and 
Tonga-Tabboo,  whom  we  had  feen  in  O&ober,  1773. 
When  they  were  along-fide,  a  few  beads  and  nails  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  them,  for  which  they  immediately  fent  a  bunch  of 
bananas,  and  fome  delicious  {haddocks  ( citrus  decumanus)  on 
the  deck,  befldes  a  bunch  of  the  red  fruits  of  the  palm-nut 
tree  or  pandang  (athrodattylis)  which  is  a  fign  of  friendlhip. 
This  being  done,  they  fold  us  all  the  {haddocks  and  fruit 
which  they  had,  and  came  on  board.  In  the  mean  while 
the  other  canoes  arrived,  and  afted  without  the  leaft  cau¬ 
tion,  as  if  we  had  been  long  acquainted.  They  taught  us 
the  names  of  all  the  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood  ?  that 
with  the  high  cliff  they  called  Terrefetchea ;  the  other, 
which  we  admired  fo  much  for  its  beauty,  Tonoomea :  both 
thefe  lay  to  the  eaftward  of  us.  Mango-nooe  (great)  and 
Mango-eetee  (little)  were  two  iflands  to  the  weft  of  us  ;  and 
to  the  S.  W.  beyond  them  lay  Namoka-nooee  and  Namoka- 
eetee ;  the  firft  of  which  Tafman  has  called  Rotterdam 
Ifland,  or  Anamocka. 
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After  dinner  the  breeze  frefliened,  and  we  failed  towards 
Namoka,  which  was  the  largeft  ifland  of  this  group.  The 
number  of  canoes  encreafed  about  us  ;  they  came  from  all 
the  neighbouring  iflands  with  fruit,  fifh,  and  pigs,  all  which 
they  difpofed  of  for  nails  and  rags. 

We  had  foundings  all  the  day  between  thefe  iflands,  at 
flrft  in  forty  and  fifty,  and  afterwards,  when  we  came  nearer, 
in  nine,  twelve,  fourteen,  and  twenty  fathom.  About  four 
o’clock,  having  hauled  round  the  fouth  end  of  Namoka,  we 
came  to,  on  the  lee  or  weft  fide  of  it,  where  Tafman  for¬ 
merly  lay.  Our  diftance  from  the  fliore  was  about  a  mile. 
The  coaft  of  the  ifland  rofe  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  nearly  per¬ 
pendicular,  after  which  it  appeared  almoft  level,  having  only 
a  Angle  hillock  near  the  middle.  This  fteep  fliore  hadfome 
refemblance  to  the  coaft  of  Savage  Ifland,  which  we  had 
lately  left,  but  the  richnefs  of  its  woods  was  infinitely 
greater.  Innumerable  coco-nut  palms  out-topped  the  woods, 
and  ornamented  the  ifland  on  all  fides. 

Whilft  we  were  coming  to  an  anchor,  one  of  the  natives 
caught  the  lead,  and  tore  the  line  which  one  of  our  people 
was  heaving.  He  was  defired  to  return  it,  but  took  no  no¬ 
tice  of  the  captain  who  fpoke  to  him.  A  mufket  with  ball 
was  fired  through  his  canoe  *,  upon  which  he  calmly  re¬ 
moved  to  the  other  fide  of  the  fliip.  Our  demand  was  re¬ 
peated,  and  proving  ineffectual  again,  was  enforced  by  a 
load  of  lmall-ftior,  which  made  him  fmart.  He  inftantly 
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paddled  to  the  head  of  the  fhip,  where  a  rope  hung  over-  j™* 
board,  to  which  he  tied  the  line  and  lead.  His  countrymen 
were  not  fatisfied  with  this  reftitution  ;  they  turned  him 
out  of  his  canoe,  and  made  him  fwim  on  fhore,  whilft  they 
continued  to  trade  with  us.  They  fold  us  coco-nuts,  ex¬ 
cellent  yams,  bread  fruit,  bananas,  (haddocks,  and  other 
fruit.  They  alfo  brought  purple  water-hens  alive,  and  a 
fine  well-tailed  fparus  ready  drefled  in  leaves  j  alfo  a  curious 
llringy  root  baked,  which  contained  a  very  nourifhing  pulp, 
of  fuch  a  fweetnefs,  as  if  it  had  been  boiled  in  fugar.  All 
thefe  things  were  eagerly  bought  for  nails,  which  were 
efteemed  according  to  their  fize,  and  for  pieces  of  our  cloth. 

Their  canoes,  their  perfons,  drefs,  culloms  and  language  fo 
entirely  refembled  thofe  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  that  we  could 
perceive  no  difference.  As  this  ifland  is  at  a  fh'ort  diflance 
from  Namoka,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  latter  might  have  heard  of  our  arrival  there  in  October, 

1  7  73* 

The  next  morning  captain  Cook  landed  early  in  a  fandy  Mondays? 
cove,  which  is  accurately  defcribed  by  Tafman.  It  is  en- 
clofed  by  a  reef,  and  has  a  narrow  entrance  for  boats  at  the 
fouth  end.  It  is  fo  fhallow,  that  our  boats  could  only  come 
in  at  high  water.  The  captain  purchafed  a  pig,  and  was 
conducted  to  a  pond  of  frefh  water  at  a  fhort  dillance  from 
the  beach,  the  fame  where  Tafman  had  fupplied  his  fhips 
with  water.  The  hofpitality  of  the  natives  was  exercifed 
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in  its  utmoft  extent,  and  one  of  the  handfomeft  ladies  of 
the  ifland  complimented  the  captain  with  an  offer,  which 
was  not  accepted.  Having  examined  the  watering-place, 
he  returned  on  board  to  breakfaft,  and  gave  drift  orders, 
that  no  perfons  infefted  with  or  lately  cured  of  venereal 
complaints  fhould  be  differed  to  go  on  fhore,  and  that  no> 
woman  fhould  be  admitted  in  the  fhip.  A  number  of  la¬ 
dies  came  off  in  feveral  canoes,  and  feemed  very  defirous  of 
making  acquaintance  with  our  Tailors  j  but  after  paddling 
about  the  fhip  for  fome  time,  they  were  obliged  to  return  to 
the  fhore,  very  much  difeontented.  Immediately  after 
breakfaft,  Dr.  Sparrman,  my  father  and  myfelf  accompanied 
captain  Cook  to  the  fhore,  where  a  trade  commenced  for 
fhaddocks  and  yams,  which  the  natives  fold  us  in  prodi¬ 
gious  quantities.  Bananas  and  coco-nuts  were  fcarce  in 
proportion,  and  bread-fruit  ftill  more  rare,  though  the 
trees  of  thefe  forts  were  very  numerous.  All  the  men  went 
nearly  naked,  a  flight  covering  on  the  loins  excepted  y  a  few 
of  them,  however,  and  moft  of  the  women,  were  dreft 
from  the  waift  to  the  ancles,  in  a  piece  of  ftiff  painted  cloth 
made  of  bark*  wrapped  feveral  times  round  them,  or  in 
mats. 

As  foon  as  our  boats  reached  the  fhore,  the  clamours  of 
all  thofe  who  had  fomething  to  fell  became  fo  exceflively 
loud,  that  we  haftened  into  the  country,  whofe  afpeft  was. 
very  inviting.  A  confiderable  variety  of  plants  covered  the 
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ground  in  wild  luxuriance ;  and  the  great  number  of  plan¬ 
tations  of  all  forts,  made  the  whole  ifland  refemble  a  beau¬ 
tiful  garden.  The  fences  which  had  confined  the  view  at 
Tonga-Tabboo,  were  here  much  lefs  frequent,  and  only  en- 
clofed  one  fide  of  the  path,  leaving  the  other  open  to  the 
eye.  The  ground  was  not  perfectly  level  in  the  interior 
parts,  but  rofe  in  feveral  little  hillocks  lined  with  hedges 
and  bu (hes,  which  formed  a  moll  agreeable  profpedt.  The 
path  which  we  met  with,  fometimes  went  under  long  rows 
of  lofty  trees,  planted  at  confiderable  diflances,  between 
which  the  ground  was  covered  with  the  richeft  verdure  ; 
fometimes  a  thick  and  impenetrable  arbour  of  fragrant 
flirubberies  vaulted  over  it  for  a  confiderable  fpace,  and  hid 
it  entirely  from  the  fun ;  fometimes  plantations,  and  fome¬ 
times  wilds  appeared  on  both  fides.  The  houfes  of  the  na¬ 
tives  were  of  a  lingular  ftru£ture  :  their  height  was  about 
eight  or  nine  feet  j  but  the  walls,  which  were  not  perpendi¬ 
cular,  but  converged  towards  the  bottom,  werfc  not  above 
three  or  four  feet  from  the  ground,  and  very  neatly  made 
of  reeds.  The  roof  converged  into  a  ridge  at  the  top  ;  fo 
that  the  fe&ion  of  the  houfe  refembled  a  pentagon.  It  was 
thatched,  and  the  roof  projected  beyond  the  Hoping  walls  of 
the  houfe.  In  one  of  the  long  fides  there  was  always  an  * 
opening  about  two  feet  fquare,  and  eighteen  inches  from 
the  ground,  which  ferved  inftead  of  a  door.  The  length 
of  the  houfe  never  exceeded  thirty  feet,  and  the  breadth  was 
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/une.  commonly  eight  or  nine.  The  infide  of  thefe  houfes  was 
always  filled  with  large  roots  of  yams,  which  feem  to  be  the 
chief  fupport  of  the  natives.  To  fleep  upon  them  muft  be 
extremely  uncomfortable  ;  and  yet  a  few  mats  are  only 
fpread  over  them  at  night,  which  cuftom  has  made  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  thefe  people.  Thofe  narrow  little  ftools,  on 
which  the  Taheitians  reft  the  head,  are  extremely  frequent 
here,  and  ferve  the  fame  purpofe.  We  alfo  obferved  feveral 
open  Iheds,  on  a  few  polls,  like  fome  which  we  had  feen  at 
«  Tonga -Tabboo.  Thefe  were  laid  out  with  mats,  and  feemed 

to  be  intended  for  their  abode  in  the  day-time.  In  our 
ramble  we  palled  by  a  number  of  thefe  habitations,  but  faw 
very  few  inhabitants,  they  being  moftly  at  the  trading 
place.  Thofe  whom  we  met  were  always  very  civil,  and 
bowed  their  heads,  faying,  lelei  (good),  wod  (friend),  or  fome 
fuch  word,  to  mark  their  good  temper  and  difpofition. 
They  were  our  conductors ;  they  brought  us  flowers  from 
the  higheft  trees,  and  birds  out  of  the  water  ;  they  often 
pointed  out  the  fineft  plants  to  us,  and  taught  us  their 
names  ;  we  needed  only  to  (hew  them  a  plant,  of  which  we 
wilhed  to  have  fpecimens,  and  they  would  go  to  any 
diftance  to  procure  it.  Coco-nuts  and  fhaddocks  they 
readily  offered  to  us  ;  and  willingly  carried  great  loads  for 
us  ;  a  nail,  a  bead,  or  even  a  fmali  rag  of  cloth,  being  com 
fidered  as  a  valuable  prefent  in  return.  In  a  word,  they 
were  on  all  occafions  ready  to  oblige  us. 


In 
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In  the  courfe  of  our  walk  we  found  a  large  lake  or  la¬ 
goon  of  fak-water,  at  the  north  end  of  the  ifland,  which  at 
one  place  reached  within  a  few  yards  of  the  fea.  It  was 
about  three  miles  long,  and  one  wide.  Three  little  iflands 
full  of  trees,  arranged  in  the  moll  pidurefque  manner, 
ferved  to  ornament  this  fine  piece  of  water,  of  which  the 
fiiores  alfo  captivated  the  eye  by  their  variety  and  beauty. 
The  inverted  landfcape  on  the  water,  rendered  this  fcene  Hill 
more  beautiful,  efpecially  as  our  point  of  view  was  an 
eminence,  where  many  tall  trees  and  thick  fhrubberies 
fcreened  us  from  the  fun. 

No  ifland,  which  we  had  hitherto  vifited,  had  offered  fo 
great  variety  of  views  to  us  in  fo  fmall  a  fpace  ;  nay,  we 
had  no  where  found  fuch  abundance  of  beautiful  flowers, 
fo  agreeably  contrafting  their  various  tints,  and  mingling 
their  fweet  fcents  to  perfume  the  air.  The  lake  was  full  of 
wild-ducks,  and  the  woods  and  (hores  abounded  with 
pigeons,  parroquets,  rails,  and  fmall  birds,  which  the 
natives  brought  for  fale. 

At  noon  we  returned  to  the  trading  place,  where  captain 
Cook  had  purchafed  a  great  quantity  of  fruit  and  roots,  a 
few  fowls,  and  one  or  two  fmall  pigs.  When  we  arrived  on 
board,  we  found  they  had  been  equally  fuccefsful  there  in 
the  purchafe  of  proviflons.  The  whole  poop  was  loaded 
with  (haddocks,  which  we  found  a  moll  delicious  fruit,  of 
excellent  flavour ;  and  of  yams  we  had  laid  in  fuch  a  quan*~ 
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tity,  that  we  eat  of  them  every  day  for  feveral  weeks  after¬ 
wards  inftead  of  bifcuit.  Arms  and  utenfils,  the  ufual  ar¬ 
ticles  of  trade  of  thefe  illanders,  had  likewife  been  plen¬ 
tifully  fold,  efpecially  by  feveral  people  who  came  in  large 
double  failing  canoes  from  the  neighbouring  iflands. 
While  we  were  at  dinner,  one  of  our  (hipmates  was  obferved 
on  fhore,  furrounded  by  a  great  croud  of  natives ;  but  no 
further  notice  was  taken  of  him,  though  he  made  fignals 
for  a  boat.  One  of  our  trading  boats,  which  was  fent 
afhore  as  foon  as  the  crew  had  dined,  came  near  the  place 
where  he  was  ftationed,  and  took  him  on  board.  It  proved 
to  be  our  furgeon,  Mr.  Patton,  who  had  been  in  the  moft 
imminent  danger  of  lofing  his  life,  by  being  carelefsly  left 
upon  the  ifland  without  fupport.  From  his  account  it  is  very 
plain,  that  even  among  thefe  kind  and  well- difpofed  people, 
there  were  fome  villains  who  greatly  refembled  the 
wretches  that  infeft  our  civilized  countries.  He  had  left 
the  landing  place,  and  engaging  a  lingle  native  in  his  fer- 
vice  for  a  few  beads,  had  rambled  over  great  part  of  the 
ifland.  His  fuccefs  in  fhooting  was  conflderable  *  the  native 
carried  eleven  ducks,  with  which  he  returned  to  the  fandy 
cove.  The  boats  having  already  left  that  place,  he  was 
fomething  difconcerted,  and  the  croud  prefled  about  him, 
confcious  that  he  was  in  their  power.  He  walked  there¬ 
fore  to  the  rocky  fhore,  juft  abreaft  of  the  fhip,  where  our 
people  faw  him.  In  going  thither,  the  man  who  carried 
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the  ducks  endeavoured  to  drop  fome  of  them ;  but  Mr. 
Patton  luckily  turning  about  at  that  moment,  lie  picked 
them  up  again.  The  croud  now  prefled  clofe  about  him, 
and  feveral  of  the  men  threatened  him  with  jagged  fpears, 
whilft  nothing  but  the  appearance  of  his  fowling-piece  kept 
them  in  awe.  Several  women  were  fet  on  by  the  men,  to 
draw  him  off  his  guard,  by  a  thoufand  lafeivious  geflurcs 
and  attitudes;  but  his  fituation  was  of  too  ferious  a  nature 
to  permit  him  to  attend  to  them.  After  fome  time  a  canoe 
arrived  from  the  (hip,  and  Mr.  Patton  agreed  with  the 
owner  to  carry  him  aboard  for  a  nail,  the  laft  which  he 
had  left.  Juft  as  he  was  ftepping  into  the  canoe,  they 
fnatched  his  fowling-piece  from  him,  took  all  his  ducks 
except  three,  and  fent  away  the  canoe.  He  was  greatly 
aftoniflied  and  alarmed,  and  refolved  to  return  to  the  top  of 
the  rock,  where  he  expected  to  be  more  eafily  diftinguilhed 
from  the  (hip,  from  whence  he  hoped  for  afliftance.  The 
natives  now  laid  afide  all  referve,  and  began  to  pluck  at  his 
cloaths.  He  readily  fuffered  them  to  fnatch  his  cravat  and 
handkerchief;  but  they  alfo  feized  his  coat,  and  refumed 
their  threatening  geftures  with  fuch  violence,  that  he  ex¬ 
pedited  every  moment  would  be  his  laft.  His  anxiety  and 
agony  cannot  well  be  painted.  He  put  his  hands  in  all 
his  pockets  to  fearch  for  fome  inftrument,  a  knife  or  the 
like,  with  which  to  defend  himfelf;  he  found  nothing  but 
a  wretched  tooth-piok-cafe ;  he  opened  it,  and  held  it  out 
Vox.  II.  A  a  upon 
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upon  the  croud,  who  perceiving  it  hollow,  inflantly  flew 
back  to  the  Alliance  of  two  or  three  yards  :  he  continued  to 
point  this  formidable  weapon  againfl  the  enemy,  whofe 
fpears  were  flill  lifted  againfl.  him.  The  meridian  fun 
ilione  burning  hot  upon  him  j  he  had  walked  the  whole 
day,  was  fpent  with  fatigue,  and  began  to  defpair  of  having 
his  life,  when  a  handfome  young  woman,  remarkable  for 
her  flowing  curls,  which  hung  down  on  her  bofbm,  took 
pity  on  his  wretched  condition.  She  ftepped  forward  from 
the  croud,  with  the  greatefl  humanity  and  eompaflion  ex- 
preffed  in  her  eye ;  innocence  and  goodnefs  were  fo 
Arongly  marked  in  her  countenance,  that  it  was  impoflible 
to  diitruft  her.  She  approached,  and  offered  him  a  piece  of 
(haddock,  which  was  eagerly  and  thankfully  accepted ;  and 
gradually  fupplied  him  with  more,  till  he  had  confumed 
the  whole  fruit.  At  lafl  the  boats  put  off  from  the  fhip,  at 
fight  of  which  the  whole  croud  difperfed ;  only  his 
generous  benefatflrefs,  and  an  old  man,  who  was  her  father, 
remained  fitting  near  Mr.  Patton,  with  that  unconcern 
which  a  noble  and  virtuous  conducfl  infpires.  She  en¬ 
quired  for  the  name  of  her  friend  ;  he  told  her  that  which- 
the  Taheitians  had  given  him,  Pateenee  j  and  fhe  imme¬ 
diately  adopted  it,  changing  it  into  Patfeenee.  On  ftepping 
into  the  boat,  he  gave  her  father  and  her  a  few  prefents, 
which  he  borrowed  from  the  crew,  and  with  thefe  they  re* 
turned  to  their  groves  highly  pleafcd.  When  Mr.  Patton 
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came  on  board,  he  acquainted  captain  Cook  with  the  danger 
to  which  he  had  been  expofed  ;  but  though  he  had  only 
followed  the  example  of  many  of  his  fhipmates,  by  repofing 
confidence  in  the  natives,  yet  the  lofs  of  his  fowling-piece 
was  confidered  as  a  proper  punifhment  for  his  imprudence. 

The  afternoon  was  fpent  in  different  rambles  on  fhore.  My 
father,  with  a  fingle  failor,  walked  over  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  ifland,  without  the  leafl  moleflation  from  the  in¬ 
habitants,  and  brought  on  board  a  number  of  new  plants. 

No  other  complaints  arofe  againfl  the  natives  this  day,  ex¬ 
cept  fome  petty  thefts,  at  which  they  were  expert  like 
their  brethren  of  Tonga-Tabboo  and  the  Society  Iflands. 

The  next  morning  early  we  difcovered  feveral  iflands  to  Tuefday  2s, 
the  N.  W.  of  us,  which  a  haze  in  that  quarter  had  hitherto 
fcreened  from  our  fight.  The  two  weftermoft  were  high, 
one  peaked,  but  the  other  more  extenfive.  A  thick  fmoke 
arofe  from  the  laid,  on  which,  during  the  night,  we  had 
obferved  a  fire.  The  natives  who  came  on  board  ac¬ 
quainted  us  that  this  fire  was  conflant,  fo  that  we  concluded 
it  to  proceed  from  a  volcano.  They  called  this  ifland 
Tofooa  *,  and  the  peak  clofe  to  it  e-Ghao  j\  To  the  north¬ 
ward  of  thefe  two  we  difcerned  thirteen  low  iflands,  each  of 
which  the  natives  named  to  us. 

*  Tafman  calls  it  Ama-Tofoa  in  his  map.  Ama  or  lama  probably  fignfies  a 
mountain. 

f  Tafman  calls  it  Kaybay  in  his  map. 
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We  haftened  afhore  after  breakfaft,  to  refume  our  en¬ 
quiries.  We  foon  left  the  beach,  where  the  natives  were 
again  affembled  in  great  numbers  of  both  fexes.  A  moft 
beautiful  kind  of  lily  ( crinum  ajiatlcum)  was  the  firft  plant 
which  we  met  with;  and  feveral  others,  not  lefs  valuable, 
were  collected  foon  after.  We  came  to  the  watering-place, 
which  was  a  pond  about  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  long,  and  fifty  broad  j  it  contained  flagnant  water, 
which  was  fomewhat  tainted  with  a  brackifh  tafle,  and 
might  perhaps  have  fubterraneous  communications  with  the 
fait  lagoon,  which  in  one  place  adjoined  to  it.  Lieutenant 
Clerke,  who  fuperintended  the  waters,  told  us  that  his 
mufket  had  been  nimbly  fnatched  away  by  one  of  the  na¬ 
tives,  who  inflantly  ran  off  with  it.  We  advanced  to  the 
fait  lagoon,  and  botanized  among  the  fpacious  man¬ 
groves  which  furrounded  ir.  Thefe  trees  occupy  a  vafl 
fpace  of  ground,  and  grow  more  and  more  intricate  by  age. 
Their  feeds  do  not  drop  off,  but  flioot  down  from  the  top 
of  the  tree,  till  they  reach  the  ground,  where  they  take 
root,  and  fpread  new  branches.  Whilft  we  were  here,  we 
heard  three  great  guns  fired ;  but  the  found  being  broken 
by  many  intervening  objects,  we  fufpecRed  that  they  were 
only  mufkets  overcharged  as  ufual,  by  fome  young  gentle¬ 
men  on  a  fhooting  party.  We  left  the  lake  foon  after,  and 
paffed  through  a  plantation,  where  the  natives  bowed  to  us 
very  kindly,  and  invited  us  to  fit  down  amongft  them. 

We 
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We  were  defirous  of  making  the  moil  of  our  time,  and 
therefore  foon  left  them,  and  returned  to  the  frefh-water 
pond.  Having  fired  a  mufket  at  fome  wild-ducks,  which 
were  in  great  plenty,  we  were  called  to  by  Mr.  Gilbert,  the 
mailer,  who  told  us  that  a  volley  of  fmall  arms,  and  three  can¬ 
non  had  been  fired  to  alarm  and  bring  us  back,  becaufe  a  fray 
had  happened  between  the  natives  and  our  people.  We  joined 
him  in  a  few  minutes,  and  found  with  him  the  captain,  and 
a  file  of  marines,  together  with  two  natives,  who  fat  on  their 
hams,  and  from  time  to  time  pronounced  the  word  won, 
which  fignifies  “  friend.”  We  fuppofed  that  the  theft  of 
Mr.  Clerke’s  mufket  had  given  occafion  to  this  dillurbance; 
but  this  was  too  trifling  a  circumflanee  to  be  refented.  The 
cooper,  in  mending  the  water-cafk,  was  not  fufficiently  at¬ 
tentive  to  his  adze,  and  one  of  the  natives  had  fnatclied  it 
up,  and  conveyed  it  away.  The  captain,  in  order  to  recover 
this  valuable  inflrument,  of  which  however  there  were  no 
lefs  than  a  dozen  in  the  fliip,  ordered  his  people  to  feize  fe- 
veral  large  double  canoes,  which  had  probably  arrived  from 
different  adjacent  iflands.  They  performed  his  command, 
and  Mr.  Clerke’s  gun  was  brought  back  by  the  aflonifhed 
natives.  But  this  was  not  fuflicient,  and  another  canoe 
was  feized.  A  native,  who  flood  upon  it,  defended  his  pro¬ 
perty,  which  he  had  forfeited  by  no  offence,  and  took  up  a 
fpear,  which  he  feemed  refolved  to  employ  with  good  effect. 
Captain  Cook  levelled  his  mufket  at  him,  and  bid  him  lay 
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through  his  wrift  and  thigh,  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or 
nine  yards,  which  immediately  brought  him  to  the  ground. 
The  volley  was  now  fired,  and  a  boat  fent  off  to  the  fhip, 
where  three  canon,  dire&ed  againfl  the  higheft  point  of  the 
ifland,  were  fired  off  one  after  another.  It  was  thought 
that  the  natives  would  now  have  left  us  ;  but  a  great  part 
flill  remained  on  the  beach  confcious  of  their  innocence, 
and  fome  canoes  continued  to  ply  about  the  fhip.  The 
behaviour  of  one  of  the  natives  upon  this  occafton  was  fo 
remarkably  floical,  that  our  people  could  not  help  taking 
notice  of  it.  He  had  a  fmall  canoe  in  which  he  always 
met  the  other  canoes  before  they  reached  the  fhip,  took 
out  what  he  liked,  and  paid  their  owners,  a  certain  fmall 
price  in  European  goods,  which  he  had  before  obtained  by 
barter.  With  his  new  cargo  he  returned  to  the  fhip,  and 
always  made  a  confiderable  profit  upon  his  bargain.  As 
he  never  failed  to  vifit  each  canoe,  our  failors  called  him  a 
Cuftom-houfe  officer.  He  was  lying  clofe  to  the  fhip, 
baling  the  water  out  of  his  canoe,  when  the  guns  were 
difeharged  not  two  yards  over  his  head*  Notwithftanding 
the  extraordinary  concuffion  at  fo  fhort  a  diftance,  he  never 
once  looked  up,  but  continued  to  bale,  and  afterwards  to 
trade  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 

We  had  not  long  rejoined  the  captain  and  his  party, 

when  the  unlucky  adze  was  brought  back,  which  had 

been 
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been  the  occafion  of  fo  much  mifchief.  A  middle-aged 
woman,  who  feemed  to  have  great  authority,  had  dif- 
patched  fome  of  the  people  after  it,  and  they  returned  at 
the  fame  time  a  cartridge-bos,  and  Mr.  Patton’s  fowling- 
piece,  which  appeared  to  have  been  concealed  under  water. 
The  wounded  man  was  brought  to  us  on  a  piece  of  wood 
carried  by  men.  He  feemed  almoft  without  fenfation  ; 
and  was  fet  on  the  ground,  whilft  the  natives  gradually  re¬ 
turned,  and  began  to  take  courage.  The  women  in  par¬ 
ticular,  were  very  defirous  of  refloring  the  general  tran¬ 
quility,  and  their  timid  looks  feemed  to  charge  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  Grangers  with  cruelty.  They  feated  them- 
felves  on  a  fine  green  turf,  in  a  group  of  fifty  or  more  to¬ 
gether,  and  invited  feveral  of  us  to  fit  by  them.  Each  of 
them  had  fome  lhaddocks,  which  they  broke  in  pieces, 
and  difiributed  to  us  with  every  mark  of  kindnefs  and 
peace.  Mr.  Patton’s  friend  was  one  of  the  foremoft,  and 
indeed  claimed  the  firft  rank  among  the  beauties  of  thofe 
iflands.  Her  ftature  was  graceful,  and  her  form  exqui- 
fitely  proportioned.  Her  features  were  more  regular  than 
any  I  had  ever  feen  in  thefe  ifles,  full  of  fweetnefs  and 
the  charms  of  youth.  Her  large  dark  eyes  fparkled 
with  fire,  and  her  ebon  curls  floated  on  her  neck.  She 
was  of  a  lighter  colour  than  the  common  people,  and 
wore  a  brown  cloth  which  clofely  embracing  the  body 
immediately  under  the  bread,  but  being  fomewhat  wider 
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towards  the  feet,  perhaps  fuited  her  better  than  the  mofl 
elegant  European  drefs. 

Mr.  Patton  having  been  fent  for,  arrived  with  proper 
inftruments,  and  drefled  the  wounds  of  the  poor  native, 
whofe  countrymen  brought  many  banana  leaves,  which 
were  laid  on  over  the  drefling.  A  bottle  of  brandy  was 
given  them,  with  directions  to  wafh  the  wounds  with  the 
liquor  from  time  to  time.  The  wound  was  not  dangerous, 
as  it  happened  in  a  flefhy  part ;  but  as  the  diftance  was  fo 
fhorr,  the  {hot  had  torn  the  flefh  very  much,  and  made  the 
wound  very  painful  to  the  poor  man.  After  this  we 
diftributed  fome  beads,  and  departed  making  various  figns 
of  friendfliip.  The  natives  like  thofe  of  Tonga-Tabboo, 
were  Grangers  to  refentment,  and  continued  to  trade  with 
our  {hip  as  before.  They  feemed  to  poffefs  a  truly  mer¬ 
cantile  fpirit,  and  fpared  no  trouble  to  obtain  fome  of  our 
goods  or  curiofities.  Among  the  reft,  they  were  much  de¬ 
lighted  with  a  great  number  of  young  puppies  which  we 
had  taken  on  board  at  the  Society  Iflands,  on  purpofe  to 
{lock  fuch  iflands  as  were  not  provided  with  them.  We 
left  two  couple  on  Namoka,  of  which  the  natives  promifed 
to  take  particular  care.  Thefe  people  managed  their  canoes 
with  furprifing  agility,  and  fwam  with  the  greateft  eafe. 
Their  common  trading- canoes  were  neatly  made,  and  po- 
iifhed  like  thofe  which  I  have  already  defcribed.  But  thofe 
of  the  neighbouring  iflands  were  of  a  great  fize,  and  fome 
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of  them  contained  upwards  of  fifty  people.  They  always 
confifted  of  two  large  canoes,  fattened  by  a  tranverfe  plat¬ 
form  of  planks,  in  the  midtt  of  which  they  had  erected  a 
hut,  where  they  placed  their  goods,  their  arms,  and  utenfils, 
and  where  they  patted  great  part  of  their  time.  There 
were  likewife  holes,  which  gave  admittance  into  the  body 
of  each  canoe.  Their  mails  were  flout  poles  which  could 
he  ftruck  at  pleafure,  and  their  fails  were  very  large  and 
triangular,  but  not  very  proper  to  fail  by  the  wind.  All 
their  cordage  was  excellent,  and  they  had  alfo  contrived  a 
very  good  ground  tackle,  confifting  of  a  ftrong  rope  with 
large  Aones  at  the  end,  by  means  of  which  they  came  to 
an  anchor. 

We  went  on  fhore  again  after  dinner,  as  captain  Cook 
propofed  leaving  this  ifland  the  next  day.  We  patted 
through  feveral  fields  and  wild  fhrubberies,  and  collected  a 
number  of  valuable  plants.  We  alfo  made  a  purchafe  of 
feveral  arms,  fuch  as  clubs,  and  fpears,  and  of  fome  utenfils, 
viz.  fmall  fiools,  large  wooden  ditties  and  bowls,  in  which 
the  people  prepare  their  victuals,  and  fome  earthern  pots 
which  feemed  to  have  been  long  in  ufe.  The  great  abun¬ 
dance  of  their  arms,  does  not  agree  with  their  good-nature 
and  hofpitable  difpofition,  unlefs  they  quarrel  with  their 
next  neighbours,  like  the  people  of  Taheitee  and  the  So¬ 
ciety  Iflands.  But  they  feemed  to  have  fpent  too  much  time 
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in  ornamenting  their  clubs,  to  have  frequent  occafion  to^ 
ufe  them. 

At  day-break  the  next  morning  we  unmoored  and  fet 
fail,  {landing  towards  the  illand  of  Tofooa,  on  which  we 
had  again  obferved  the  volcano  burning  during  night.  A 
whole  fleet  of  canoes  followed  us  feveral  miles,  trading 
with  a  variety  of  articles,  particularly  their  drefles,  utenfils, 
and  ornaments.  Some  of  them  likewife  brought  filh  of 
different  forts,  which  we  had  found  very  well-tafted. 

The  ifland  of  Namoka,  which  we  left  after  a  flay  of  two 
days  only,  was  not  above  fifteen  miles  in  circuit,  but 
feemed  to  be  remarkably  populous.  It  lies  in  200  17'  S* 
and  1  740  32'  W.  In  the  group  of  iflands  which  appeared 
around  it,  its  fize  was  the  moft  confiderable  j  but  all  feemed 
to  be  well  inhabited,  and  very  rich  in  vegetable  productions. 
They  are  fituated  on  a  kind  of  bank,  on  which  there  is 
from  nine  to  fixty  and  feventy  fathom  water,  and  the  foil 
is  probably  the  fame  in  every  ifland.  Namoka  confifls,  like 
Tonga-Tabboo,  of  a  coral-rock,  covered  with  a  rich  mould 
on  which  all  forts  of  vegetables  thrive.  We  had  no  time 
to  examine  the  hillock  in  its  centre,  which  feems  to  have 
had  a  different  origin,  and  may  perhaps  be  volcanic.  At 
prefent  it  is  wholly  covered  with  the  richeft  groves,  like 
the  reft  of  the  ifland.  The  abundance  of  frefh  water  in  the 
pond,  is  an  advantage  which  the  people  of  Namoka  enjoy 
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in  preference  to  thofe  of  Tonga-Tabboo ;  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  they  bathe  fo  regularly  as  the  Taheitians,  per¬ 
haps  becaufe  the  ftagnant  water  is  not  very  inviting.  Its 
advantage  is  however  fo  much  felt,  that  the  natives  brought 
it  to  the  fhip  in  calabafhes,  and  did  the  fame  to  Tafman, 
which  implies  that  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  valuable  article 
among  them.  The  abundance  of  water,  and  the  richnefs 
of  the  foil  likewife  feems  to  be  the  reafon,  that  bread-fruit 
and  Ihaddock  trees  are  much  more  frequent,  and  all  vege¬ 
tation  infinitely  more  luxuriant  than  on  Tonga-Tabboo. 
The  fences  on  that  account  are  not  laid  out,  and  kept  up 
with  that  extreme  regularity,  though  they  are  ftill  preferved 
in  part.  The  long  walks  of  fruit-trees,  and  the  delightful 
green  turf  under  them,  were  rather  to  be  compared  to  the 
richeft  fpots  on  Ea-oowhe,  or  Middleburg  Ifland.  The 
tufted  arbours  which  vaulted  over  the  paths,  are  hung  with 
beautiful  flowers  of  all  kinds,  many  of  which  filled  the 
air  with  fragrance.  The  variety  of  fcenes  formed  by  many 
little  rifings,  and  different  groups  of  houfes  and  trees,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  lagoons,  confpire  to  adorn  this  ifland.  The 
fowls  and  hogs  which  we  faw  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
every  dwelling,  the  prodigious  number  of  {haddocks  which 
lay  under  every  tree,  hardly  noticed  by  the  natives,  and  the 
quantities  of  yams  which  filled  their  houfes,  gave  a  picture 
of  abundance  and  affluence  which  delighted  the  eye  and 
comforted  the  heart.  At  fight  of  a  plenteous  profpecfl, 
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human  nature  feels  an  inftin&ive  fatisfaction,  and  good 
humour  and  joy  are  foon  revived  in  the  moll  dejecfted  bread:. 
Amidfl  the  difmal  fcenes  of  our  voyage,  thefe  intervening- 
moments  are  remarkably  contrafted,  and  therefore  had  a 
great  effect  upon  us.  It  is  fo  natural  to  dwell  upon  pleaf- 
ing  fubje<5ts,  that  I  hope,  I  need  not  apologize  for  my 
frequent  defcriptions  ;  and  I  muff  refer  the  reader  to  Mr. 
Hodges’s  view  in  the  interior  parts  of  Namoka,  which  will 
give  an  idea  of  a  farm  in  that  illand.  It  is  engraved  and* 
inferted  in  captain  Cook’s  account  of  this  voyage. 

The  natives,  who  were  happy  enough  to  call  thefe  fertile 
groves  their  own,  did  not  appear  to  me  to  differ  in  any 
refpetff  from  thole  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  and  Ea-oowhe.  Their 
ffature  was  middle-fized,  their  colour  a  bright  chefnut  brown^ 
and  their  whole  body  well-proportioned,  without  being  cor¬ 
pulent.  Their  pun&ures,  their  drefs,  the  cuffoms  of  clipping 
the  beard,  and  powdering  the  hair,  their  arms,  utenlils,  and 
canoes,  their  language  and  manners  were  exadtly  Rich  as 
we  had  noticed  at  Tonga-Tabboo.  But  in  the  fhort  time 
which  we  Raid  on  their  illand,  we  could  not  obferve  any 
fubordination  among  them,  though  this  had  ffrongly  cha- 
ra&erifed  the  natives  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  who  Teemed  to 
defcend  even  to  fervility  in  their  obeifance  to  their  king. 
At  Namoka  we  could  not  diftinguilh  any  perfons  of  fuperior 
rank  or  authority,  unlefs  we  except  the  man,  whom  our 
Tailors  called  a  Cullom-houfe  officer,  and  who  infpe&ed  all' 
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the  canoes  which  came  to  the  fhip.  The  woman  who  fent 
for  the  Rolen  things,  appeared  alfo  to  have  fome  fway 
among  them ;  and  lince  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that 
women  whofe  hair  are  allowed  to  grow  long,  have  fome 
prerogatives  above  the  reft  in  the  South  Sea  *,  Mr.  Patton’s 
friendly  benefaftrefs  feems  to  have  been  a  lady  of  a  fu- 
perior  clafs,  which  her  whole  deportment  confirmed.  She 
was  the  only  woman  with  long  hair  whom  we  faw  on  the 
ifland.  I  am  far  from  concluding  that  the  people  of  Na- 
moka  have  no  fixed  government  j  on  the  contrary,  their 
vicinity  and  fimilarity  to  other  iflanders,  amongft  whom  a 
monarchical  government  takes  place,  and  the  example  of 
all  the  other  iflanders  of  the  South  Sea  which  former  navi¬ 
gators  have  examined,  give  the  greateft  room  to  fuppofe 
the  fame  exifting  there.  The  general  coincidence  of  their 
manners  with  thofe  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  ftrongly  prove  that 
they  have  the  fame  origin,  and  probably  the  fame  religious 
notions  ;  but  notwithftanding  this  agreement,  I  never  found 
a  fayetooka  or  burying- place,  during  my  rambles  upon  Na- 
moka,  nor  did  any  one  of  our  fhipmates  meet  with  a  place 
in  any  wife  refembling  the  burying-places  which  we  found 
at  Tonga-Tabboo, 

It  appears,  from  the  accounts  of  former  voyagers,  that 
between  the  meridians  of  17 o°  eaft  from  Greenwich,  and 
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1  Bo°,  there  is  a  great  number  of  iflands,  from  the  1  oth  to 
the  2 2d  degree  of  latitude;  all  which,  as  far  as  they  are 
known,  feem  to  be  inhabited  by  one  race  of  people,  who 
fpeak  the  fame  dialed  of  the  South  Sea  tongue,  and  have  the 
fame  focial  and  mercantile  difpofition.  All  thefe  then  might 
be  added  to  the  Friendly  Illands.  They  are  in  general  remark¬ 
ably  well  inhabited,  particularly  thofe  which  we  vifited. 
Tonga-Tabboo  is  almoft  one  continual  garden,  and  Ea- 
oowe,  Namoka,  and  the  adjacent  iflands,  are  fome  of  the 
molt  fertile  fpots  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  We  (hall  therefore 
be  extremely  moderate  in  our  calculation,  if  we  fuppofe  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  all  thefe  iflands  does  not  exceed 
200,000  perfons.  Their  healthy  climate,  and  its  excellent 
productions,  keep  them  free  from  thofe  numerous  difeafes, 
to  which  we  fall  an  eafy  prey,  and,  according  to  their  plain 
and  Ample  notions,  fatisfy  all  their  wants.  Their  progrefs 
in  the  arts,  beyond  other  nations  in  the  South  Sea,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  their  refinement  in  mufic,  ferve  to  pafs  away  their 


difcern  the  beauties  of  their  own  exquifite  forms,  from 
whence  one  of  the  firongeft  ties  of  fociety  is  derived.  Their 
general  turn  is  aCtive  and  induftrious,  but  their  behaviour 
to  ftrangers  more  polite  than  cordial.  Their  peculiar  pro- 
penfity  to  trade  feems  to  have  fubftituted  this  infincere  civi¬ 
lity,  in  the  room  of  real  friendfliip,  from  thofe  interefled 
and  mercenary  principles  which  commerce  infpires.  Both 
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thefe  chara&ers  are  in  direct  oppolition  to  thofe  of  the  Ta-  jg* 
heitians,  who  delight  in  an  indolent  life,  and  are  too  hearty 
in  their  affedtions  to  confine  them  to  outward  fhew  and 
fpecious  appearances.  However  there  are  many  luxurious 
individuals  (arreoys)  at  the  Society  Iflands,  whofe  moral 
charadler  appears  to  be  fomewhat  depraved  j  whilft  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Friendly  Iflands  feem  to  be  ignorant  of  vices, 
which  can  only  have  arifen  from  a  fuperior  degree  of  opu¬ 
lence. 

The  canoes  which  accompanied  us  from  Namoka  re¬ 
turned  at  noon  to  feveral  low  iflands,  all  which  feemed  to 
be  well  inhabited  and  fertile,  like  fo  many  beautiful  gar¬ 
dens.-  After  dinner  the  wind  became  contrary,  and  abated, 
fo  that  we  rather  loft  than  gained  ground.  A  few  canoes 
came  up  with  us  again,  for  the  natives  fpared  no  labour  to 
obtain  our  nails  and  rags  of  cloth.  Towards  evening  we 
were  furrounded  by  a  little  fleet,  and  the  trade  was  very 
brilk,  chiefly  for  the  utenfils  and  arms  of  the  ifianders, 
which  are  made  with  remarkable  neatnefs. 

The  canoes  returned  once  more  to  us  the  next  morning,  Thurfday  30« 
putting  off  at  day-break  from  all  the  little  iflands  in  fight. 

Their  appearance  and  their  failing  afforded  us  much  enter¬ 
tainment.  Before  the  wind  they  go  extremely  fwift,  being 
well  contrived  for  that  purpofe,  and  their  broad  triangular 
fail  gives  them  a  very  pi<5turefque  form  at  a  diftance.  We 
left  them  in  a  Ihort  time,  when  the  breeze  frefhened,  and 
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failed  towards  the  two  high  iflands,  which  we  had  difco- 
vered  whilft  we  lay  at  anchor.  In  the  afternoon  three  ca¬ 
noes  came  up  with  us  again  ;  and  one  of  them,  with  50 
men  on  board,  traded  with  us  juft  as  we  were  in  the  narrow 
paflage  between  both  iflands.  The  larger,  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  which  is  called  Tofooa,  appeared  to  be  inhabited. 
Some  of  the  natives  on  board  our  fliip  told  us  it  had  frefli 
water,  together  with  coco-nut,  banana,  and  bread-fruit  trees. 
We  faw  indeed  a  number  of  palms,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
the  club-wood.  The  whole  ifland,  though  fteep,  was  in 
feme  places  covered  with  verdure  or  fhrubbery.  Towards  the 
fea,  and  efpecially  towards  the  other  ifland,  the  rocks  feemed 
burnt,  and  black  fand  covered  the  fhore.  We  approached 
within  a  cable’s  length  of  it,  but  found  a  depth  of  eighty 
fathom,  which  prevented  our  coming  to  an  anchor.  The 
rocks  towards  the  paflage,  which  was  not  above  a  mile 
acrofs,  were  cavernous,  and  in  fome  places  had  a  rude  co¬ 
lumnar  fliape.  The  day  was  fomewhat  hazy,  and  the  top 
of  the  ifland  was  therefore  covered  with  clouds.  Thefmoke 
however  rolled  up  with  impetuofity,  and  feemed,  before  we 
had  pafled  the  ftrait,  to  ifliie  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
mountain.  As  foon  as  we  had  pafled  it,  it  appeared  to  arife 
from  the  fide  which  we  had  juft  left.  This  deception 
proves,  that  the  top  of  the  mountain  was  hollow,  or  formed 
a  crater,  from  whence  the  vapour  was  thrown  up.  There 
was  a  fpot  on  the  N.  W.  fide  of  the  ifland,  fomewhat  below 
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the  place  where  we  faw  the  (moke  come  our,  which  had 
the  appearance  of  being  lately  burnt:  it  was  deftitute  of 
verdure,  though  the  mountain  on  both  Tides  of  it  was  co¬ 
vered  with  various  plants.  When  we  came  exactly  into 
the  line  in  which  the  fmoke  wras  carried  by  the  wind,  we 
had  a  fmail  fhower  of  rain,  and  many  of  us  felt  it  very 
biting  and  Iharp,  when  it  dropped  into  our  eyes.  It  is 
probable  from  thence,  that  it  carried  down  with  it  fome 
particles  which  the  volcano  had  ejected.  The  wind  being 
at  S.  S.  E.  and  frelhening,  we  left  this  ifland,  without  being 
able  to  make  any  farther  observations  upon  it  j  though  it 
well  deferved  the  attention  of  the  learned,  who  make  the 
revolutions  which  our  globe  has  undergone,  the  obje<5f  of 
their  ufeful  and  curious  enquiries. 

We  failed  to  the  W.  S.  W.  and  continued  the  fame  courfe 

«* 

all  the  next  day.  The  following  day,  very  near  noon,  we 
discovered  land,  which,  from  the  dire&ion  of  our  track,  had 
never  been  feen  by  other  navigators.  We  ran  toward  it, 
and  before  night  approached  pretty  near  it ;  but  found 
breakers  before  us,  which  obliged  us  to  tack  all  night,  for 
fear  of  an  accident.  Several  lights  which  appeared  on 
fliore  as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  announced  to  us  that  the  ifland 
was  inhabited. 

The  next  morning  we  bore  down  upon  it  again,  and 
came  round  its  eaft  end.  It  appeared  to  be  about  Seven 
miles  long,  and  had  two  fmail  hills  of  very  gentle  afcenr, 
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wholly  covered  with  woods,  like  the  reft  of  the  ifland. 
One  end  floped  into  a  flat  point,  on  which  we  obferved  fine 
groves  of  coco-palms,  and  fruit-trees,  together  with  houfes 
in  their  (hade.  A  fine  fandy  beach  furrounded  the  fhore, 
and  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile,  a  coral  reef  encompafled 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  which  at  the  points  projected  near 
two  miles  from  the  fhore.  On  this  reef  we  foon  perceived 
five  blackifh-brown  men,  with  clubs  in  their  hands,  looking 
at  us  very  attentively.  We  hoifted  a  boat  out,  and  fent  the 
mafter  to  found  an  opening  between  the  reefs  which  we 
faw  before  us.  He  went  on  through  the  entrance  towards 
the  fhore,  where  we  obferved  upwards  of  thirty  inhabitants 
fitting.  Amongft  them  ten  or  twelve  were  armed  with 
fpears  ;  but  as  foon  as  our  boat  came  near,  they  hauled  ai 
canoe  into  the  woods,  which  had  brought  their  five  men  to 
and  from  the  reef,  and  all  ran  off  when  the  mafter  landed. 
He  laid  fome  nails,  a  knife,  and  a  few  medals  on  the  fandy 
beach,  and  returned  on  board,  to  acquaint  the  captain  that 
there  was  no  bottom  in  the  entrance  of  the  reef,  and  not 
fufficient  depth  within  it.  He  had  obferved  a  dozen  or 
more  large  turtles  fwimming  in  the  harbour;  but  being 
deftitute  of  harpoons,  or  other  inftruments,  could  not  ftrike 
any  of  them.  Our  boat  was  hoifted  in  again,  and  the 
hopes  of  botanizing  on  this  ifland  were  entirely  fruftrated. 
We  continued  ftanding  along  its  reef,  on  which  we  obferved 
fo  me  large  Angle  rocks  of  coral,  near  fifteen  feet  above  the 
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furface  of  the  water,  narrow  at  the  bafe,  and  fpreading  out  j77L4Y. 
at  the  top.  Whether  an  earthquake  had  raifed  them  fo 
high  out  of  the  fea,  in  which  they  muft  have  been  formed, 
or  whether  fome  other  caufe  ought  to  be  afligned  for  this 
curious  fa6t,  remains  to  be  determined. 

v 

A  few  miles  to  the  weftward  of  the  ifland  we  found  a 
great  circular  reef  of  coral,  including  a  lagoon.  It  was 
fufpecfted  that  this  lagoon  might  be  the  abode  of  turtles, 
and  two  boats  were  hoifted  out  in  the  afternoon  to  gcr  in 
queft  of  them.  The  fifhery  proved  very  unfuccefsful,  not 
a  Angle  turtle  being  feen,  and  the  crew  hoifted  the  boats  in 
again  before  funfer.  We  then  left  this  new  difcovery, 
which  was  named  Turtle  Ifland,  and  is  fltuated  in  1  90  48  S. 
and  178°  2!  W. 

We  ran  to  the  W.  S.  W.  with  a  frefti  trade-wind  by  day, 
but  tacked  every  night.  No  birds  attended  us  on  this 
courfe,  except  now  and  then  a  white  booby,  or  a  man  of 
war  bird.  The  fair  weather,  the  yams  of  Namoka,  and 
the  hope  of  making  new  difcoveries  in  this  part  of  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Ocean,  which  had  never  been  vifited  before,  kept  us  all 
in  very  good  fpirits. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  having  reached  nearly  176°  E.  and  Saturday*, 
being  in  20°  S.  we  changed  our  courfe  to  the  N.  W.  Our 
frefti  gale  continued  without  any  change  till  the  1 3th,  wednefd.  J3 
when  it  was  fomewhat  abated,  and  a  few  drops  of  rain  fell 
both  at  night  and  in  the  morning.  The  fecond  anniverfary 
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]u7iy.  of  our  departure  from  England,  which  happened  on  this  day, 
was  celebrated  by  the  failors  with  their  ufual  mirth.  They 
drank  plentifully,  having  faved  a  part  of  their  daily  allow¬ 
ance,  for  this  folemn  occafion,  and  drowned  every  gloomy 
idea  in  grog,  the  mariner’s  Lethe.  One  of  them,  of  a  fa¬ 
natical  turn,  compofed  a  hymn  on  the  occafion,  as  he  had 
done  the  firfl  year  and  after  ferioufly  exhorting  his  fellows 
to  repentance,  fat  down  and  hugged  the  bottle  heartily  ;  but 
like  all  the  reft,  he  proved  unequal  to  the  conflict:,  and  funk 
under  the  powerful  influence  of  his  adverfary. 

The  wind  frefhened  very  much  the  two  following  days, 
and  on  the  third  the  weather  became  hazy,  with  fhowers  of 
rain.  A  calabafh,  which  we  obferved  drifting  paft  the  (hip, 
feemed  to  indicate  the  near  approach  of  land  ;  and  indeed  a 
few  hours  after,  about  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  on  the 
Saturday  16,.  i  6th,  we  made  it  at  a  little  diftance  before  us,  being  high,. 

and  of  confiderable  extent.  The  gale  encreafed  towards 
night,  and  the  (hip  rolled  very  much ;  the  rains  were  in- 
cellant  at  the  fame  time,  and  coming  through  the  decks 
into  our  cabins,  thoroughly  foaked  our  books,  cloaths,  and 
beds,  depriving  us  of  reft.  The  fame  heavy  gales,  with 
bad  weather,  continued  all  the  next  day,  and  fo  involved  the 
land  in  clouds,  that  we  could  fcarce  difcern  it,  but  were 
forced  to  (land  off  and  on.  This  weather  was  the  more 
dilagreeable,  as  it  was  unexpefted  in  a  fea,  which  has  al¬ 
ways  been  termed  Pacific.  It  proves,  that  no  entire  reliance 
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may  be  had  upon  general  denominations  ;  and,  that  though 
dorms  and  hurricanes  are  perhaps  very  feldom  felt  in  this 
ocean,  yet  it  is  not  wholly  free  from  them.  Its  we  Hern 
part  is  particularly  known  for  drong  gales.  When  captain 
Pedro  Fernandez  de  Qniros  left  his  Ticrra  del  Efpiritu  Santo  *, 
when  M.  de  Bougainville  was  on  the  coait  of  the  Louifiade  ; 
and  when  captain  Cook,  in  the  Endeavour,  explored  the 
-  eallern  coaft  of  New  Holland,  each  of  them  met  with 
dormy  weather.  Perhaps  it  may  be  owing  to  the  large 
lands  which  are  fituated  in  this  part  of  the  ocean  ;  at  lead  it 
is  known,  that  the  dated  winds  of  the  torrid  zone  become 
variable  in  the  neighbourhood  of  high  and  extenfive 
coads. 

The  weather  was  a  little  clearer  the  next  morning,  fo 
that  we  could  venture  to  run  in  fhore.  We  didinguifhed 
two  idands,  which  were  the  Whitfun  and  Aurora  Iflands, 
of  M.  de  Bougainville,  and  ran  for  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  latter. 

Thus,  after  fpending  two  years  in  vifiting  the  difcoveries 
of  former  voyagers,  in  rectifying  their  midakes,  and  in 
combating  vulgar  errors,  we  began  the  third,  by  in- 
vedigating  a  group  of  idands  which  the  French  navigator, 
preded  by  necedity,  and  ill  dtted  out,  had  left  with  preci¬ 
pitation.  It  was  referved  for  this  lad  year  to  teem  in  new 
difcoveries,  and  to  make  amends  for  the  two  drd.  We  had, 
it  is  true,  no  reafon  to  complain,  fince  mod  of  the  countries 
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we  had  vifitcd,  were  fcarcely  known  to  the  world,  from  the 
vague  and  unphilofophical  accounts  of  the  difcoverers. 
We  had  room  to  make  a  variety  of  obfervations  on  men  and 
manners,  which,  though  they  ought  to  be  the  firfl  objects  of 
travellers,  have  ftill  been  poftponed,  even  by  thofe  who  have 
aimed  at  being  looked  upon  by  the  world  as  the  moll  en¬ 
lightened.  But,  as  mankind  are  ever  captivated  by  the 
charms  of  novelty,  the  hiftory  of  our  tranfa&ions,  during  the 
enfuing  months,  will  have  that  advantage  at  leaf!  to  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  their  attention. 
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An  account  of  our  flay  at  Mallicolb,  and  difcovery  of  the  New 

Hebrides . 


E  reached  the  north-point  of  Aurora  ifland  at  eight  fin. 


in  the  morning,  on  the  i  8th  of  July,  and  palling 
very  clofe  to  it,  obferved  vaft  numbers  of  coco-nut-palms 
on  all  parts  of  it,  not  excepting  the  high  ridges  of  the 
ifland.  The  whole,  as  far  as  a  thick  haze  permitted  us  to 
fee,  was  clad  in  thick  forefts  which  had  a  pleafing,  but 
wild  appearance.  My  father  had  a  momentaneous  glimpfe 
of  a  fmall  rocky  peak  to  the  northward,  which  M.  Bougain¬ 
ville  calls  Pic  de  l’Etoile,  or  Pic  d’Averdi ;  but  the  clouds 
which  moved  with  great  velocity  foon  involved  it.  By  the 
help  of  glafles  fome  natives  were  feen  on  Aurora,  and  as. 
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we  approached  nearer,  we  heard  them  calling  to  one  an¬ 
other.  Having  palled  the  north  end  of  Aurora,  we  Rood 
to  the  fouthward  along  its  weftern  coaft,  as  far  as  the  wind 
would  permit,  which  blew  more  foutherly  than  eafterly. 
We  had  only  this  advantage,  that  being  Iheltered  by  the 
land  on  all  Tides,  the  water  was  remarkably  fmooth,  though 
the  gale  continued.  The  ifland  which  M.  de  Bougainville 
named  the  Ille  of  Lepers,  was  right  a-head  of  us,  and  we 
palled  the  day  in  tacking  between  it  and  Aurora.  At  four 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  approached  within  a  mile  and 
a  half  of  the  former,  and  in  fpite  of  the  clouds  which 
relied  on  its  heights,  Taw  To  much  of  the  lower  grounds, 
that  we  had  reafon  to  think  it  a  very  fertile  ifland.  The 
place  where  we  approached  it  was  very  fteep,  nor  could  we 
find  bottom  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  fathoms.  How¬ 
ever,  the  north  eaft  point  was  lower,  and  covered  with  all 
forts  of  trees.  The  palms  in  particular  were  innumerable, 
and  to  our  furprize  grew  on  the  hills,  where  we  had  never 
feen  them  in  other  iflands.  Several  confiderable  cafcades 
ruflaed  down  the  precipices  into  the  Tea,  amidlt  fhrubberies 
which  formed  as  rich  an  ornament  as  in  the  landfcapes  of 
Dufky  Bay.  Having  put  about,  we  obferved  a  turtle  fleeping 
on  the  water,  which  the  violence  of  the  wind  did  not  feem 
to  aflfe£t.  We  tacked  all  night  in  order  to  gain  to  the  fouth¬ 
ward,  being  defirous  of  palling  between  the  Ifle  of  Lepers 
and  Aurora.  We  came  clofe  under  the  former  again  at 
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eight  in  the  morning.  Having  put  about,  a  {mail  canoe  jJ,7™; 
ventured  out  with  a  Engle  man  in  it.  We  made  a  fhort  rudday  19 
trip,  and  returned  towards  the  fhore,  where  three  men  in 
another  canoe  were  preparing  to  come  to  us.  Several  peo¬ 
ple  fat  on  the  rocks  and  projecting  bluff  points.  Some  were 
blackened  from  the  head  downwards,  as  far  as  the  bread  j 
they  had  fomething  white  on  their  heads,  but  went  naked, 
with  a  rope  about  the  waid.  Only  one  of  them  had  a 
cloth  acrofs  one  fhoulder,  which  came  under  the  oppodte 
arm  like  a  fcarf,  and  then  round  his  loins  ;  it  feemed  to 
be  of  a  dirty  white  with  a  reddifli  border.  All  thefe  peo¬ 
ple  were  of  a  dark  brown  colour,  and  armed  with  bows 
and  long  arrows.  Thofe  who  came  off  in  canoes,  came 
very  near  us,  talking  loud  and  unintelligibly  for  fome  time, 
but  condantly  refufed  to  come  on  board.  Having  been 
obliged  to  put  about  the  fhip,  they  left  us,  and  returned  to 
their  countrymen  on  fhore.  In  feveral  places  we  obferved 
reeds  like  hurdles,  danding  up  between  the  rocks,  which 
feemed  to  be  fo  placed  in  order  to  catch  fifli. 

We  now  approached  the  ide  of  Aurora,  where  we  ob¬ 
ferved  a  fine  beach,  and  the  mod  luxuriant  vegetation  that 
can  be  conceived.  The  whole  country  was  woody  ;  num- 
berlefs  climbers  ran  up  the  highed  trees,  and  forming  gar¬ 
lands  and  fedoons  between  them,  embellifhed  the  feene. 

A  neat  plantation  fenced  with  reeds,  dood  on  the  dope  of 
the  hill,  and  a  beautiful  cafcade  poured  down  through  the 
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adjacent  foreft.  About  two  o’clock  three  canoes  came  off 
from  the  ifland  of  Aurora,  when  we  were  clofe  in  fhore, 
but  as  we  could  not  flay  for  them,  they  returned  like  thofe 
of  Lepers  Ifland.  The  ifland  of  Aurora  is  about  twelve 
leagues  long,  but  not  above  five  miles  broad  in  any  part, 
lying  nearly  north  and  fouth.  The  middle  is  in  i  50  6'  S, 
and  1 68°  24/ E.  Its  mountain  or  ridge  is  fliarp,  and  of 
confiderable  height.  Whitfun  Ifland,  which  lies  about 
four  miles  to  the  fouth  of  it,  runs  in  the  fame  direction, 
and  is  of  the  fame  length,  but  appears  to  be  fomewhat 
broader  at  its  northern  extremity.  Its  middle  lies  in  1 5  0 
45'  S.  and  in  1  68°  28'  eaft  longitude.  The  Ifle  of  Lepers 
is  almoft  as  large  as  Aurora,  but  of  greater  breadth,  and 
its  fituation  is  nearly  eaft  and  weft  ;  the  middle  lies  in  3  50 
2 o' fouth,  and  1680  3"  eaft. 

Whitfun  Ifland,  as  well  as  the  Ifle  of  Lepers,  having, 
more  Hoping  expofures  than  Aurora,  appear  to  be  better 
inhabited,  and  to  contain  more  plantations.  At  night  we 
obferved  many  fires  on  them,  particularly  the  firft,  where 
they  extended  to  the  tops  of  the  hills.  This  circumftance 
feems  to  prove,  that  they  live  in  great  meafure  on  agricul¬ 
ture  ;  and  fince  they  have  but  few  canoes,  and  their  fhores 
very  fteep,  fifiiing  does  not  feem  to  employ  them  fo  much 

ft# 

as  other  iflanders. 

The  ifland  which  M.  de  Bougainville  has  placed  to  the 
fouthward  of  Whitfun  Ifland,  came  in  fight  the  next 
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morning,  but  was  {till  fo  much  involved  in  clouds,  that  we 
could  not  diftinguifh  its  form  or  height.  We  patted  all 
that  day  in  working  to  windward,  which  we  performed 
with  better  fuccefs,  as  the  gale  had  a  little  abated. 

The  next  morning  we  had  moderate  and  fair  weather,  Thurfday  ; 
and  faw  M.  de  Bougainville’s  fouthem  ifland  very  diftin&ly. 

There  was  a  pattage  between  it  and  the  fouth  end  of  Whit- 
fun  Ifland,  about  ttx  miles  in  breadth.  A  long  low  point 
extended  from  this  fouthern  ifland  to  the  eaftward ;  and 
all  its  north  fide,  though  fteep  towards  the  fea,  rofe  from 
thence  with  a  gentle  and  gradual  afcent  to  the  higheft 
mountains  in  the  centre.  In  the  mountains,  which  were 
{till  covered  with  clouds,  we  obferved  fome  volumes,  as  it 
appeared,  of  fmoke,  which  indicated  a  volcano.  This 
ifland  is  about  feven  leagues  in  length,  and  its  middle  lies 
in  1  6°  1  s'  S.  and  1  6  8  0  2  o'  E. 

Later  in  the  day  we  discovered  land  to  the  weftward, 
which  proved  to  be  the  fouth-weflernmoft  land  feen  by  M. 
de  Bougainville.  We  advanced  towards  it,  overjoyed  with 
the  variety  of  new  iflands  which  prefented  themfelves  to  our 
view.  Having  reached  the  N.  W,  end  of  the  former  ifland, 
on  which  we  fufpettted  a  volcano,  we  were  convinced  of  its 
exiflence,  by  columns  of  white  fmoke,  which  rolled  up  with 
great  violence  from  the  fummit  of  an  inland  mountain. 

The  whole  foutli-wefl  coaft  of  this  ifland  Hoped  into  a  very 
fine  and  extenfive  plain,  on  which  innumerable  fmokcs 
arofe,  between  the  richefl  groves  which  our  eyes  had  be- 
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held  fince  our  departure  from  Taheitee.  The  populoufnefs 
of  the  country  was  ftrongly  evinced  by  its  fertile  appear¬ 
ance,  and  by  the  number  of  fires.  We  opened  two  other 
iflands  to  the  fouth -eaftward,  after  pafling  the  weft  end  of 
this  land,  one  of  which  was  a  very  high  peak,  which  looked 
like  a  volcanic  mountain.  Another  ifland,  with  three  high 
hills,  alfo  appeared  to  the  fouth,  at  a  great  diftance.  The 
weftern  land,  towards  which  we  failed,  was  not  lefs  beauti¬ 
ful  than  that  which  we  left.  Its  groves  had  the  richeft 
tints  of  verdure,  and  coco-palms  were  fcattered  between 
them  in  vaft  numbers.  The  mountains  rofe  far  inland, 
and  before  them  lay  feveral  lower  grounds,  all  covered  with 
woods,  and  bounded  by  a  fine  beach.  At  noon  we  came 
clofe  in  ihore,  and  faw  many  natives  wading  into  the  water 
to  the  waift,  having  clubs  in  their  hands,  but  waving  green 
boughs,  the  univerfal  figns  of  peace.  One  of  them  had  a 
fpear,  and  another  a  bow  and  arrows.  Contrary  to  their 
expe&ations,  and  perhaps  their  wifhes,  we  put  about  again. 
However  after  dinner  two  boats  were  hoifted  out,  and  fent 
to  found  in  a  little  harbour,  which  we  obferved  from  the 
ihip.  The  whole  fouth  point  of  this  little  bay,  which  was 
bounded  by  a  coral  reef,  was  lined  by  feveral  hundred  in¬ 
habitants,  of  whom  a  few  ventured  out  in  their  canoes 
wards  the  fhip  and  the  boats.  They  did  not  approach  near 
the  fhip  whilft  fhe  ftaid  out  at  fea  j  but  the  boats  having 
made  the  fignal  for  good  anchorage,  we  came  in  after  them, 
into  a  narrow  harbour,  with  reefs  at  the  entrance,  but 
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which  Teemed  to  go  inland  to  a  confiderable  diftance.  Our 
boats  returned.on  board,  and  the  officer  acquainted  the  cap¬ 
tain,  that  the  natives  had  come  within  a  few  yards  in  their 
canoes,  but  had  not  offered  the  leaft  infult  ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  had  waved  green  boughs,  and  dipping  their  hands 
into  fait  water,  had  poured  it  on  their  heads.  This  com¬ 
pliment  our  officer  returned,  much  to  their  fatisfa&ion,  it 
being  probably  a  fign  of  friendffiip.  They  now  approached 
the  fhip  in  their  canoes,  waving  green  plants,  particularly 
the  leaves  of  the  draccena  terminalis ,  and  of  a  beautiful  croton 
variegatum ,  and  repeating  the  word  Tomarr  or  Tomarro  con¬ 
tinually,  which  Teemed  to  be  an  expreffion  equivalent  to 
the  Taheitian  Tayo  (friend.)  The  greater  part  of  them 
were  however  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  and  a  few 
with  fpears  ;  being  thus  prepared,  at  all  events,  both  for 
peace  and  war.  By  degrees  they  ventured  near  the  ffiip, 
and  received  a  few  pieces  of  Taheitee  cloth,  which  they  ea¬ 
gerly  accepted.  Prefently  they  handed  up  Tome  of  their  ar¬ 
rows  in  exchange  j  at  firft  fuch  as  were  pointed  with  wood 
only,  but  Toon  after  even  fuch  as  were  armed  with  points  of 
bone,  and  daubed  with  a  black  gummy  Ruff,  on  which 
account  we  fufpefted  them  to  be  poifoned.  A  young  Ta¬ 
heitian  puppy  was  therefore  wounded  in  the  leg  with  one 
of  thefe  arrows,  to  try  its  effect ;  but  we  perceived  no  dan¬ 
gerous  fymproms. 

The  language  of  thefe  people  was  To  utterly  different 
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from  all  the  South  Sea  dialeffs  which  we  had  hitherto 
heard,  chat  we  could  not  underftand  a  fingle  word  of  it.  It 
was  much  harfher  than  any  of  them,  and  the  r,  s,  ch,  and 
other  consonants  abounded  in  it.  The  people  themfelves 
differed  from  any  that  we  had  hitherto  feen.  They  were  all 
remarkably  flender,  and  in  general  did  not  exceed  five  feet 
four  inches  in  height.  Their  limbs  were  often  indifferently 
proportioned,  their  legs  and  arms  long  and  Aim,  their  co¬ 
lour  a  blackifh  brown,  and  their  hair  black,  frizzled  and 
woolly.  Their  features  were  more  extraordinary  than  all 
the  reft.  They  had  the  flat  broad  nofe  and  projecting 
cheek-bones  of  a  Negroe,  and  a  very  fhort  forehead,  which 
had  Sometimes  an  unufual  direction,  being  Something  more 
depreffed  than  in  well-formed  men.  Many  of  them  were 
befides  this  painted  with  a  black  colour  in  the  face  and 
over  the  breaft,  which  disfigured  them  more  than  their  na¬ 
tural  uglinefs.  A  few  had  a  Small  cap  on  the  head,  made 
of  matted  work,  but  all  went  dark  naked,  and  tied  a  rope 
So  fall  round  their  belly,  that  it  made  a  deep  notch.  Moft 
other  nations  invent  Some  kind  of  covering,  from  motives 
of  Shame  ;  but  here  a  roll  of  cloth  continually  failened  to 
the  belt,  rather  difplays  than  conceals,  and  is  the  very  oppo¬ 
site  of  modefty. 

They  continued  about  the  Ship,  talking  with  great  voci¬ 
feration,  but  at  the  fame  time  in  Such  a  good-humoured 
manner,  that  we  were  much  entertained.  We  had  no 
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fooner  looked  at  one  of  them,  that  he  began  to  chatter  with¬ 
out  referve,  and  grinned  almofl  like  Milton’s  Death.  This 
circumflance,  together  with  their  flender  form,  their  ugly 
features,  and  their  black  colour,  often  provoked  us  to  make 
an  ill-natured  comparifon  between  them  and  monkies.  We 
fhould  be  forry,  however,  to  fupply  Rouffeau,  or  the  fupcr- 
ficial  philofophers  who  re-echo  his  maxims,  with  the  fha-~ 
dow  of  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  Orang-outang  fyftem. 
We  rather  pity  than  defpife  thefe  men,  who  can  fo  far  for¬ 
get  and  abufe  their  own  intelle&ual  faculties,  as  to  degrade 
themfelves  to  the  rank  of  baboons. 

When  it  was  dark  the  natives  returned  on  fhore,  where 
they  made  a  number  of  fires,  and  were  heard  fpeaking  as 
loud  among  themfelves  as  they  had  done  to  us.  About 
eight,  however,  they  all  returned  to  the  fhip  in  their  canoes, 

with  burning  firebrands,  in  order  to  have  another  conver- 

f  -  % 

fation.  On  their  part  they  carried  it  on  with  furprifing  fpi- 
rit,  but  we  did  not  reply  with  equal  volubility.  The  even¬ 
ing  was  very  fine  and  calm,  and  the  moon  (hone  out  at 
times.  Seeing  that  we  were  not  fo  talkative  as  themfelves, 
they  offered  to  fell  us  their  arrows  and  other  trifles  ;  but 
captain  Cook  prohibited  the  trade,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
them.  We  were  furprifed  with  their  behaviour,  it  being 
unufual  to  fee  any  Indians  awake  and  active  about  the  fhip 
after  funfet.  Some  thought  they  only  came  as  fpies,  to  fee 
whether  we  were  upon  our  guard ;  but  their  inofifenfive  be¬ 
haviour 


,774-» 

Jlly. 


2  o  8 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


»774- 

}va.r. 


Friday  i  z. 


haviour  Teemed  to  free  them  from  this  fufpicion.  When 
they  found  us  refolved  not  to  barter  with  them,  they  re¬ 
treated  to  the  fhore  towards  midnight.  We  heard  them 
Tinging  and  beating  their  drums  all  night,  and  could  ob- 
Terve  them  Tometimes  dancing  $  To  that  we  concluded  they 
were  of  a  very  chearful  difpolition. 

They  gave  us  very  little  refpite  in  the  morning.  At 
day  break  they  came  off  in  their  canoes,  and  began  to  call 
to  us,  frequently  intermixing  the  word  Tomarr  in  their 
noify  fpeeches.  Four  or  five  of  them  came  on  board  the 
lliip  without  any  arms  :  they  Toon  became  familiar,  and 
with  the  greateft  eafe  climbed  up  the  (hrouds  to  the  maft- 
head.  When  they  came  down  again,  the  captain  took  them 
into  his  cabin,  and  gave  them  prefents  of  medals,  ribbons, 
nails,  and  pieces  of  red  baize.  They  were  the  moft  intel¬ 
ligent  people  we  had  ever  met  with  in  the  South  Seas  ;  they 
underftood  our  figns  and  gefiures,  as  if  they  had  been  long 
acquainted  with  them,  and  in  a  few  minutes  taught  us  a 
great  number  of  their  words.  Their  language  was  really 
as  we  had  immediately  TufpeHed,  wholly  diftinft  from  that 
general  language,  of  which  feveral  dialers  are  fpoken  at 
the  Society  Ifles,  the  Marquefas,  the  Friendly  Ifles,  the  Low 
Iflands,  Eafier  Ifland,  and  New  Zeeland.  It  was  not  diffi¬ 
cult  to  pronounce,  but  contained  more  confonants  than  any 
of  the  dialers  here  mentioned.  The  mod;  fingular  found 
was  a  lhaking  or  vibration  of  hrrr  together.  Thus,  for  in- 
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Ranee,  one  of  our  friends  was  called  Mambrrum,  and  the 
other  Bonombrrooai.  Whatever  they  faw,  they  coveted  ; 
but  they  never  fepined  at  a  refufal.  The  looking-glafles 
which  we  gave  them  were  particularly  admired,  and  they 
took  great  pleafure  in  looking  at  themfelves  ;  fo  that  thefe 
ugly  people  feemed  to  have  more  felf- conceit,  than  the 
beautiful  nation  at  Taheitee  and  the  Society  Iflands.  They 
had  perforated  ears,  and  a  hole  in  the  fefttum  narium,  into 
which  they  put  a  bit  of  Rick,  or  two  little  pieces  of  white 
felenite  or  alabafter,  which  are  -tied  together  in  an  obtufe 
angle.  On  the  upper  arm  they  wore  bracelets,  very  neatly 
wrought,  of  fmall  pieces  of  black  and  white  fhells.  Thefe 
bracelets  fitted  fo  clofely,  that  it  was  plain  they  had  been  put 

on  whilft  their  owners,  were  young ;  for  at  prefent  it  was 

» _ 

quite  impoflible  to  draw  them  over  the  elbow.  Their  fkins 
were  very  foft  and  fmooth,  and  of  a  footy  or  blackifh- 
brown  colour,  which  was  heightened  by  black  paint  in 
the  face.  Their  hair  was  frizzled,  and  woolly  to  the 
touch,  though  not  of  the  fofteft.  Their  beards  were  frizzled, 
but  not  woolly,  and  well  furnifhed  with  hair.  They  had  no 
pundtures  on  their  body,  but  indeed  they  could  not  have  been 
feen  on  their  black  fkin  at  any  confiderable  diftance.  Mr. 
Hodges  took  an  opportunity  of  drawing  their  portraits,  one 
of  which  has  been  engraved  for  captain  Cook’s  account  of 
the  voyage.  It  is  very  charadleriftic  of  the  nation ;  but  we 
muR  lament,  that  a  defedt  in  the  drawing,  has  made  it  ne- 
Vol.IL  Ee  ceflary 
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ceffary  to  infringe  the  cojlume ,  and  to  throw  a  drapery  over, 
the  fhoulder,  though  thefe  people  have  no  kind  of  cloathing. 
They  were  eafily  perfuaded  to  fit  for  their  portraits,,  and 
feemed  to  have  an  idea  of  the  representations.. 

We  were  deeply  engaged  in  converfation  with  them,  and 
they  feemed  happy  beyond  meafure,  when  the  firft  lieu¬ 
tenant  came  into  the  cabin.  He  acquainted  captain  Cook 
that  one  of  the  natives  having  been  denied  admittance  into 
the  fliip,  which  was  by  this  time  crouded  with  them,  had 
pointed  his  arrow  at  the  failor  in  our  boat,  who  pufhed 
back  his  canoe.  Before  he  had  done  fpeaking,  our  acute 
natives  guefted  his  errand,  and  having  before  obferved  the 
windows  open,  one  of  them  inftantly  jumped  out,  and 
fwam  to  his  outrageous  countryman  to  hold  his  hands. 
The  captain  wrent  upon  deck  prefently,  and  took  up  a 
mufket,  which  he  pointed  at  the  native,  who  perfifted  in  his 
attitude  in  fpite  of  his  fellows.  Seeing  that  captain  Cook 
had  levelled  at  him,  he  alfo  pointed  his  arrows  at  him.  At 
this  moment,  the  reft  of  the  natives  around  the  fhip  called 
to  thofe  in  the  cabin  ;  thefe  fearing  the  worft  confequences 
from  the  violence  of  their  countryman,  hurried  out  of  the 
windows,  notwithftanding  all  our  endeavours  to  quiet  their 
apprehenfions.  We  heard  a  mufket  fired  off  the  inflant 
after,  and  repairing  on  deck,  faw  the  native  who  had  re¬ 
ceived  fome  fmall  fhot,  very  deliberately  laying  by  his 
arrow,,  which  was  only  pointed  with  wood,  and  feletfting 
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one  of  thofe  which  we  believed  to  be  poifoned.  As  foon 
as  he  had  taken  aim,  the  third  lieutenant  fired  at  him 
again  ;  the  fmall  fhot  which  he  received  in  his  face, 
obliged  him  to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  fighting,  and  he 
paddled  quickly  towards  the  fhore.  At  the  fame  moment 
an  arrow  was  {loot  off  from  the  other  fide  of  the  fh ip,  which 
fell  in  the  mizen  fhrouds.  A  ball  was  fired  after  the  na¬ 
tive  who  fent  it  to  us,  but  luckily  without  effect.  Every 
canoe  now  moved  gradually  towards  the  fhore,  and  all 
who  were  on  board  flung  themfelves  into  the  fea  j  one  in 
particular,  who  was  at  the  maft-head  when  the  fray  began, 
not  thinking  of  any  harm,  came  down  with  the  greateft 
precipitation  when  the  mulkets  went  off.  To  terrify  thefe 
people,  and  to  give  them  a  fpecimen  of  our  power,  a  cannon 
was  fired  over  their  heads  among  the  trees  on  fhore.  This 
accelerated  their  retreat ;  the  nearefl  to  us  jumped  out  of 
their  canoes  in  a  fright,  and  all  reached  the  fhore  in  great 
confufion.  Prefently  their  drums  began  to  beat  in  different 
parts,  to  give  the  alarm,  and  the  poor  fellows  were  feen 
running  along  fhore,  and  huddling  under  the  bufhes  to¬ 
gether,  in  clofe  confukation  on  this  alarming  crifis  of  their 
affairs.  In  the  mean  while  we  went  quietly  to  breakfaft. 

At  nine  o’clock  feme  canoes  again  made  their  appear¬ 
ance,  rowing  round  the  fhip,  and  very  cautioufly  coming 
nearer.  We  waved  to  them  with  a  branch  of  the  dracana 
fer-mnaJis ,  which  we  had  before  received  j  and  after  they  had 
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dipped  their  hands  in  the  fea,  and  put  them  on  their  heads, 
they  received  a  few  prefents  which  captain  Cook  gave  them, 
and  went  away  to  the  fliore.  Two  of  our  boats  were  now 
manned,  and  a  party  of  marines  embarked  with  the  cap¬ 
tain,  my  father,  Dr.  Sparrman,  myfelf,  and  feveral  others. 
A  reef  bounded  the  fhore  at  the  diflance  of  thirty  yards  or 
more.  It  was  fo  fhallow,  that  we  were  forced  to  ftep  out, 
and  wade  to  the  beach,  where  our  marines  formed  without 
oppofition.  We  were  received  by  a  croud  of  no  lefs  than 
three  hundred  perfons,  all  armed,  but  very  friendly  and  in- 
offenlive  in  their  behaviour  towards  us.  A  middle-aged 
man,  rather  flronger  than  the  generality  of  the  people,  gave 
away  his  bow  and  quiver  to  another,  and  came  unarmed  to 
fhake  hands  with  us,  in  fign  of  peace  and  amity  j  he  was 
perhaps  a  chief  among  them.  A  pig  was  brought  at  the 
fame  time,  and  prefented  to  the  captain,  apparently  as  a 
kind  of  expiation  for  their  countryman’s  ill  behaviour  ;  but 
perhaps  it  was  only  a  ratification  of  the  peace  which  we 
had  concluded.  This  interview  is  represented  in  a  fine 
plate,  defigned  by  Mr.  Hodges,  and  engraved  for  captain 
Cook’s  account  of  this  voyage.  After  we  had  received  the 
pig,  we  exprefTed  by  figns  that  we  wanted  wood,  and  they 
immediately  pointed  out  fome  trees  which  grew  clofe  to 
the  beach,  which  we  cut  down,  and  fawed  in  pieces.  The 
beach  did  not  exceed  fifteen  yards  in  breadth  ;  and  our 
fituation  was  very  precarious  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  The 
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marines  therefore  drew  a  line  before  them,  which  the  natives 
were  defire  not  to  tranfgrefs.  They  readily  complied  with 
this  regulation ;  but  their  numbers  encreafed  from  all  parts 
continually.  They  were  all  armed  with  bows  ready  fining, 
made  of  a  tough  dark-brown  wood,  finer  than  mahogany 
and  with  arrows,  which  they  held  in  a  cylindrical  quiver, 
formed  of  leaves.  All  thefe  arrows  were  made  of  reeds 
about  two  feet  long;  thofe  of  the  common  fort  had  a  point 
about  a  foot  or  fifteen  inches  long,  confifling  of  a  polifhed 
jetty  black  wood,  like  ebony,  but  exceflively  brittle  ;  the  reft, 
which  were  kept  in  quivers,  were  all  pointed  with  a  fhort 
bit  of  bone,  two  or  three  inches  long.  This  was  inferted  in 
a  notch  of  the  reed,  which  was  again  curioufly  and  firmly 
united  together  by  means  of  fingle  coco-nut  fibres,  wound 
acrofs  each  other,  fo  as  to  form  little  rhomboidal  compart¬ 
ments,  about  rVof  an  inch  fquare,  which  were  filled  up  with 
minute  attention,  alternately  with  a  reddifh,  green,  and 
white  earthy  colour.  The  point  of  bone  iifelf  was  very 
lharp,  and  fmeared  with  a  black  refinous  fubftance. 

We  left  our  lines,  and  walked  over  amongft  the  natives, 
who  converfed  w’ith  us,  and  with  great  good-will  fat  down 
on  the  flump  of  a  tree  to  teach  us  their  language.  They  were 
furprifed  at  our  readinefs  to  remember,  and  feemed  to  fpend 
fome  time  in  pondering  how  it  was  poflible  to  preferve  the 
found  by  fuch  means  as  pencil  and  paper.  They  were  not 
only  afiiduous  in  teaching,  but  had  curiofity  enough  to 

learn 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


2  1 4 

*w-  learn  our  language,  which  they  pronounced  with  fuch  ac¬ 
curacy,  that  we  had  reafon  to  admire  their  extenfive  fa¬ 
culties  and  quick  apprchenfion.  Obferving  their  organs  of 
fpeech  to  be  fo  flexible,  we  tried  the  moil  difficult  founds  in 
the  European  languages  ;  nay,  we  had  recourfe  to  the  com¬ 
pound  Ruffian  Jlotch ,  all  which  they  pronounced  at  the 
firft  hearing,  without  the  lead  difficulty.  We  prefently 
taught  them  our  numerals,  which  they  repeated  rapidly  on 
their  fingers  ;  in  fhort,  what  they  wanted  in  perfonal  at¬ 
traction,  was  amply  made  up  in  acutenefs  of  underftand- 
ing.  We  began  to  trade  with  them  for  their  arms,  but 
they  were  at  firfl  very  loth  to  exchange  them  ;  however,  a 
handkerchief,  or  piece  of  Taheitee  cloth,  or  Engliffi  frieze, 
was  of  fome  value  among  them.  They  began  to  fell 
their  common  arrows,  and  afterwards  thofe  which 
were  poifoned ;  but  advifed  us  not  to  try  the  points 
againft  our  fingers,  making  us  underhand,  by  the 
plained  figns,  that  with  a  common  arrow,  a  man  might 
be  fliot  through  the  arm  without  dying,  but  that  the 
flighted  fcratch  with  one  of  the  other  fort  was  mortal. 
If  notwithdanding  this  information,  we  attempted  to  bring 
the  point  on  our  fingers,  they  caught  hold  of  our  arm, 
with  the  mod  friendly  gedure,  to  fave  us,  as  it  were,  from 
imminent  danger.  Befides  bows  and  arrows,  they  wore  a 
club  of  the  cafuarina-wood,  which  hung  on  their  right 

fhoulder,  from  a  thick  rope,  made  of  a  kind  of  grafs.  This 
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club  was  commonly  knobbed  at  one  end,  and  very  well 
polifhed,  like  all  their  manufactures.  It  did  not  exceed 
two  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  and  appeared  to  be  referved 
for  clofe  engagement,  after  emptying  the  quiver.  On  the 
left  wrift,  they  wore  a  circular  wooden  plate  neatly  covered, 
and  joined  with  ftraw,  about  five  inches  in  diameter,  upon 
which  they  broke  the  violence  of  the  recoiling  bow-firing,, 
and  prevented  it  from  hurting  their  arms.  This  kind  of 
ruffle,  and  their  ornaments,  fuch  as  the  bracelets  above 
mentioned,  pieces  of  fhell  cut  in  form  of  large  rings, 
which  were  alfo  worn  on  the  arm,  the  fione  in  their  nofe, 
and  the  fhell  which  hung  on  their  breaft,  fufpended  by  a 
firing  round  the  neck,  they  at  this  time  refufed  to  fell. 

We  obferved  no  new  plants  on  the  borders  of  the  beach 
where  our  people  cut  down  trees  ;  but  the  country  within 
looked  very  tempting,  being  one  great  foreft.  Dr.  Span- 
man,  and  myfelf,  observing  a  path  which  afcended  into  the 
wood  behind  fome  bullies,  went  in  unnoticed,  and  advanced 
about  twenty  yards,  where  we  fortunately  found  two  fine 
new  plants.  But  we  had  fcarcely  made  this  valuable  ac- 
quifition,  when  fome  of  the  natives  appeared  coming  from 
the  country,  who  at  fight  of  us  flopped,  and  made  repeated 
figns  to  us  to  return  to  the  beach.  We  beckoned  to  them, 
and  fhewed  them  the  plants  which  we  had  collected,  in¬ 
timating  as  well  as  our  geftures  could  exprefs  it,  that  we 
had  come  for  no  other,  purpofe.  This  pretence  availed  us 

nothing 
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nothing  ;  and  as  they  continued  to  call  us  out  of  the  wood, 

we  complied  for  fear  of  railing  a  new  difturbance.  The 

wood  which  we  had  thus  fuddenly  quitted,  was  very  dark 

and  interfperfed  with  bullies.  However,  a  broad  mafs  of 

light  in  the  interior  parts,  feemed  to  indicate  a  plantation, 

» 

which  we  Ihould  have  reached,  if  we  had  not  been  too  early 
interrupted.  The  various  voices  of  women  and  children, 
which  ififued  from  that  fpot  confirmed  our  conjedlure.  The 
trees  which  grew  in  the  wood,  were  in  general  of  well 
known  forts  ;  but  among  the  under-woods  there  appeared 
feveral  forts  hitherto  unnoticed.  From  the  fhip  however, 
we  had  perceived  vaft  numbers  of  coco  palms,  fome  bana¬ 
nas,  bread-fruit,  and  other  valuable  cultivated  trees,  of 
which  the  natives  had  given  us  the  names. 

Captain  Cook  having  in  the  mean  while,  alked  for  frefh 
water,  the  perfon  whom  we  fuppofed  to  be  a  chief,  fent  for 
a  calabafh  full,  which  was  very  pure,  and  alfo  prefented  the 
caprain  with  a  coco-nut ;  but  in  fpite  of  all  our  enquiries, 
we  could  not  prevail  upon  the  natives  to  bring  us  any 
more.  A  few  of  them  wore  a  fmali  bunch  of  greens  on 
their  arm,  which  we  knew  to  be  part  of  an  odoriferous 
plant  of  a  new  genus,  named  euodia  (Forft.  Nov.  Gen.)  Some 
fufTercd  us  to  take  and  examine  it,  but  others  took  it  out 
of  our  hands  and  threw  it  away,  with  an  angry  exprefiion, 
as  if  it  was  either  noxious  or  ominous.  We  had  frequently 
eaten  the  feeds  of  this  plant,  which  are  finely  aromatic, 

without 
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without  fuffering  the  lead  inconvenience,  and  were  well 
convinced,  that  the  whole  plant  was  very  harmlefs  ;  but 
whether  it  might  not  be  a  fign  of  enmity  or  defiance,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  many  others  are  efteemed  emblems  of 
friendlhip,  mult  remain  in  doubt. 

The  tide  was  now  fo  low,  that  the  reef  remained  quite 
dry  behind  us,  and  a  great  number  of  the  natives  had 
walked  over  it  to  our  boats,  where  they  traded  with  the 
crew.  Being  in  fome  meafure  furrounded  by  thefe  people, 
the  marines  were  placed  alternately  towards  the  ftiore  and 
the  fea,  in  order  to  prefent  a  front  both  ways  ;  though  it 
did  not  appear  that  the  natives  had  the  lead  intention  of 
quarrelling  with  us.  We  converfed  very  freely  with  them, 
and  their  tongues  ran  on  with  fuch  unremitted  volubility, 
that  we  compared  the  noife  about  us,  to  the  confufed  uproar 
in  a  great  fair.  Our  aflonilhment  therefore,  may  fooner  be 
conceived  than  deferibed,  when  this  chattering  ceafed  all 
at  once,  and  a  dead  filence  fucceeded. — We  looked  at  each 
other,  we  threw  our  eyes  wildly  about,  and  joined  the  wings 
of  our  corps  de  garde.  The  natives  feemed  to  dand  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  fome  mifchance  ;  but  by  degrees  feeing  us 
quiet,  they  began  to  talk  again,  and  in  a  few  minutes, 
mutual  confidence  was  refiored.  The  circumdance  which 
had  given  rife  to  this  alarm  was  trifling  in  itfelf,  but  ex- 
prefled  the  good  difpofition  of  the  natives  towards  us.  One 
of  our  boat’s  crew,  had  defired  a  native  to  fhoot  an  arrow 
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into  the  air  as  high  as  he  could.  The  man  very  readily 
complied,  and  had  drawn  his  bow,  when  fome  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen,  recollecting  that  vve  might  look  upon  this  as  an 
infringement  of  the  peace,  called  out  to  him  to  (lop,  and 
alarmed  all  the  people  on  the  beach,  by  pronouncing  a  few 
words,  which  immediately  produced  univerfal  filence,  ex¬ 
prefling  extreme  jealoufy  in  a  mofl  dreadful  manner,  and 
affording  a  proper  fubject  to  exercife  the  talents  of  painters 
and  poets.  Affrighted  countenances,  full  of  anxiety  and 
horrid  fufpenfe  j  many  a  wild  flare,  many  a  gloomy,  mif- 
cliievous  look,  and  fome  undaunted  Ready  glances  ;  an 
infinite  variety  of  attitudes  j  a  characSteriftic  difference  in  the 
manner  of  handling  the  arms  j  the  feene,  the  groups  of 
inhabitants,  &c.  all  confpired  to  furnifh  the  proper  requi¬ 
sites  for  a  good  picture. 

As  foon  as  this  alarm  was  over,  our  wood-cutters  refumed 
their  occupations,  and  the  natives  admired  their  fkill.  A 
few  women  now  likewife  came  to  our  lines,  but  remained 
at  fome  diftance.  They  were  of  fmall  flature,  and  had  the 
mofl  difagreeable  features  which  we  had  obferved  in  the 
South  Sea.  Thofe  who  were  grown  up,  and  probably  mar¬ 
ried,  had  fhort  pieces  of  a  kind  of  cloth,  or  rather  matting 
round  their  waifts,  reaching  nearly  to  the  knees  ;  the  reft 

'  i 

had  only  a  firing  round  the  middle  with  a  whifp  of  ftraw ; 
and  the  younger  ones,  from  infancy  to  the  age  of  ten  years, 
went  ftark  naked,  like  the  boys  of  the  fame  age.  Some  of 
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thefe  women  had  covered  their  heads  with  the  orange 
powder  of  turmeric- root ;  forne  had  daubed  their  face,  and 
others  their  whole  body  with  this  colour,  which  on  their 
dark  Ikins  had  a  moll  filthy  effect.  But  with  their  coun¬ 
trymen  it  is  probably  elteemed  an  ornament,  as  the  talte  of 
mankind  is  allonilhingly  various.  We  did  not  obferve, 
that  thefe  women  had  any  finery  in  their  ears,  round  their 
neck,  or  arms  ;  for  it  feems  it  is  falhionable  in  the  illand, 
only  for  the  men  to  adorn  themfelves.  Wherever  that  is 
the  cafe,  the  fex  is  commonly  opprefled,  defpifed,  and  in  a 
deplorable  fituation.  They  were  feen  with  bundles  on  their 
backs,  which  contained  their  children,  and  had  a  moll 
miferable  appearance.  The  men  feemed  to  have  no  kind 
of  regard  for  them,  would  not  permit  them  to  come  nearer.; 
and  as  oft  as  we  went  towards  them,  the  women  ran 
away. 

About  noon  a  great  part  of  the  croud  difperfed,  probably 
to  take  their  dinner.  Captain  Cook  received  an  invitation 
from  the  chief,  to  accompany  him  to  his  dwelling  in  the 
woods,  but  declined  it  ;  and  having  continued  on  fhore  till 
one  o’clock,  we  all  re*imbarked  in  the  belt  order,  without 
any  moleltation  from  the  natives,  who  remained  on  the 
beach  till  we  were  on  board.  M.  de  Bougainville  had  not  „ 
been  fo  fortunate  at  the  Ille  of  Lepers  ;  the  natives  were  very 
friendly  to  appearance,  till  all  his  men  were  embarked  ; 
but  a  flight  of  arrows  was  then  fent  after  them,  and  re- 
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j774-  venged  by  a  volley  of  mulketry,  which  killed  feveral 
natives.  As  thefe  iflanders  live  in  fight  of  each  other,  and 
M.  de  Bougainville’s  vifit  was  fo  recent,  the  natives  with 
whom  we  had  to  deal,  were  probably  apprifed  of  the  power 
'of  Europeans,  and  therefore  aded  with  caution. 

Immediately  after  dinner,  captain  Cook  and  my  father 
went  afhore  on  the  north  fide  of  the  harbour,  in  quell  of 
our  buoy,  which  the  natives  had  conveyed  thither,  and- 
which  we  faw  on  the  beach  by  the  help  of  our  glades.  In 
the  mean  time  the  fouthern  fhore,  on  which  we  had  landed 
in  the  morning,  was  entirely  clear  of  the  natives  ;  but  in 
the  woods  we  heard  the  frequent  fqueaking  of  pigs,  from- 
whence  it  may  be  concluded  that  the  natives  pofifefs  great 
numbers  of  thefe  animals.  Soon  after  our  boat’s  depar¬ 
ture,  feveral  natives  in  their  canoes  came  alongfide  to  trade 
with  us.  They  readily  fold  us  their  bows  and  arrows,, 
dubs  and  fpears,  for  old  rags  and  other  trifles,  plying  be¬ 
tween  the  fhip  and  the  Ihore  all  the  evening.  Their  canoes 
were  fmall,  not  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  of  indif¬ 
ferent  workmanlhip,  and  without  ornament,  but  provided 
with  an  outrigger.  The  number  which  came  to  the  fhip 
never  amounted  to  more  than  fourteen,  which  feems  to 
confirm  that  thefe  people  are  no  great  fifhermen. 

Our  boat  returned  before  funfet,  with  the  buoy  which, 
they  had  taken  as  foon  as  they  landed,  without  any  oppo- 
fition  on  the  part  of  the  natives.  Some  trifling  appendages 
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to  it  were  loft,  but  thefe  could  eafily  be  replaced.  The  in* 
habitants  of  that  part  traded  with  the  captain  and  his  com¬ 
pany,  felling  their  arms  and  ornaments  for  various  trifles  of 
no  intrinftc  worth.  An  old  woman  parted  with  two  femi- 
tranfparent  bits  of  felenites,  cut  into  a  conical  fhape,  and 
connected  at  the  pointed  ends,  by  means  of  a  ribbon  made 
of  leaves.  The  diameter  of  the  broad  end  was  about  half 
an  inch,  and  the  length  of  each  bit  three  quarters  of  an 
inch.  She  took  it  out  of  the  hole  in  the  cartilage  of  her 
nofc,  which  was  very  broad,  ugly,  and  fmeared  with  black 
paint.  Our  people  took  great  pains  to  obtain  refrelhments 
from  the  natives  j  but  notwithftanding  all  their  figns,  they 
did  not  bring  a  Angle  article  of  food.  Our  goods,  no  doubt, 
did  not  feem  valuable  enough  in  their  eyes,  to  be  confidered 
as  an  equivalent  to  eatables,  which  are  always  the  real  riches 
of  mankind.  Upon  this  plain  principle  the  people  of  the 
South  Sea  always  acfted  ;  and  from  the  value  which  they 
put  on  our  goods,  after  they  were  acquainted  with  their*' 
ufes,  we  can  with  a  degree  of  certainty  judge  of  their  opu¬ 
lence,  or  the  fertility  of  their  country.  From  hence  they 
ftill  proceeded  northward,  towards  the  exterior  point  of  the' 
harbour.  Here  they  found  fome  bananas,  bread-fruit  trees, 
coco-palms,  and  other  plants,  feparated  by  an  enclofure  ; 
and  near  them  fome  dwellings  of  the  natives,  wretched  ho¬ 
vels,  of  an  inconfiderable  fize,  and  fo  low  that  they  could 
hardly  ftand  upright  in  them.  They  confifted  of  a  roof, 
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thatched  with  palm-leaves,  refling  on  a  few  polls.  Here 
however  they  obferved  a  great  many  hogs,  and  fome  com¬ 
mon  poultry.  The  natives  feemed  to  be  convinced  that  our 
people  had  no  finifter  intentions,  and  exprefled  much  lefs 
curiofity  than  in  the  morning.  Their  numbers  were  in- 
confiderable  in  this  place ;  and  though  they  did  not  entirely 
approve  of  captain  Cook’s  vifit  to  their  houfes,  they  did  not 
oppofe  it  with  perfeverance.  From  hence  our  gentlemen 
proceeded  farther  towards  the  point,  till  they  came  in  fight 
of  the  three  iflands  to  the  eaflward,  of  which  they  learnt  the 
names.  The  largefl,  on  which  we  had  obferved  the  vol¬ 
cano,  was  called  Ambrrym,  the  high  peek  Pa-oom,  and  the 
fouthernmofl  Apee.  This  good  fuccefs  encouraged  them 
to  point  to  the  land  on  which  they  flood,  and  to  enquire 
of  the  natives  by  what  name  that  was  diflinguifhed.  The 
name  of  Mallicollo,  which  they  immediately  received  in 
anfwer,  was  fo  flrikingly  fimilar  to  Manicolo,  which  cap¬ 
tain  Quiros  had  received  and  prcferved  above  160  years 
ago,  that  they  rejoiced  to  obtain  fuch  indifputable  proof  of 
his  veracity.  It  appears  from  Quiros’s  account,  that  he  ne¬ 
ver  vifited  Mallicollo  himfelf,  but  only  received  intelligence 
of  it  from  the  natives  ;  however,  that  his  Tierra  del  Efpiritu 
Santo  is  a  part  of  this  group  of  iflands,  feemed  at  prefent  to 
be  very  clear.  Having  obtained  this  information,  they  re¬ 
turned  to  their  boats  ;  but  in  their  way  one  of  them  picked 
up  an  orange  on  the  fhore,  which  he  fhewed  to  the  natives. 

They 
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They  told  him  the  name  which  it  bears  in  their  country, 
and  thus  gave  another  proof  that  the  accounts  of  Quiros, 
relative  to  the  productions  of  the  lands  difcovered  by  him, 
are  not  void  of  foundation.  We  had  found  fhaddocks  in 
the  Friendly  Iflands,  but  never  met  with  oranges  in  any 
idand  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  before.  The  ideas  of  the  natu* 
ral  riches  of  the  ifland  of  Mallicollo  were,,  confiderably 
raifed  after  this  confirmation  of  Quiros’s  reports.  Our  peo¬ 
ple  rowed  into  the  harbour  near  two  miles,  and  found  its 
bottom  filled  with  mangroves,  but  could  not  meet  with 
frefh  water.  A  river  probably  flowed  into  the  fea  among 
thefe  mangroves,  but  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  a  paflage 
through  the  clofe  tififue  of  their  branches,  which  multiply 
out  of  every  feed,  without  forming  a  feparate  tree.  The 
evening  was  very  hot,  and  they  returned  on  board  heartily 
tired.  As  they  rowed  along  the  fhore,  they  heard  the 
drums  beating,  and  faw  the  natives  dancing  to  the  found 
by  their  fires.  Their  mufic,  and  that  which  they  made  the 
preceding  night,  was  not  remarkable  either  for  harmony  or 
variety,  but  feemed  to  be  of  a  more  lively  turn  than  that  of 
the  Friendly  Iflands. 

During  night  feveral  of  our  people  tried  to  fifli,  and 
fome  of  them  were  fuccefsful.  One  caught  a  {hark  nine 
feet  long,  which  was  now  very  acceptable,  all  our  frefh  pro- 
vifions  being  entirely  confumed,  excepting  a  few  yams, 
which  were  eaten  inflead  of  bread.  Another  took  an  In¬ 
dian 
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dian  fucking-fifh  (echeneh  naiicrates)  near  two  feet  long  ;  and 
a  third  made  prize  of  two  large  red  fifties  of  the  fea-bream 
kind  (probably  the  fparus  erythrinus ,  Linn.)  one  of  which  he 
kept  for  his  meffmates,  and  the  other  he  prefented  to  the 
lieutenants.  The  captain  received  a  (hare  of  the  (hark,  on 
which  we  feafted  the  next  day,  when  the  whole  (hip’s  com¬ 
pany  regaled  themfelves  with  a  fre(h  meal.  Sharks  do  not 
afford  a  very  palatable  food,  but  it  was  at  all  times  pre¬ 
ferable  to  fait  provifions,  and  neceflity  taught  us  to  relilh 
it.  This  fevere  teacher  reconciles  the  Greenlander  to  whale- 
blubber,  and  the  Hottentot  to  filthy  intefiines  ;  and  time 
makes  thefe  indelicate  viands  acceptable  and  delicious  to 
their  tafie.  This  (hark,  when  cut  open,  was  found  to  have 
the  bone  point  of  a  poifoned  arrow  (licking  in  his  head, 
having  been  (hot  -quite  through  the  (kull.  The  wound  was 
healed  fo  perfeflly,  that  not  the  fmallell  veftige  of  it  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  outfide.  A  piece  of  the  wood  dill  remained 
flicking  to  the  bony  point,  as  well  as  a  few  fibres  with 
which  it  had  been  tied  on  ;  but  both  the  wood  and  the 
fibres  were  fo  rotten,  as  to  crumble  into  duft  at  the  touch. 
Fifties  therefore  are  not  affe&ed  by  thefe  arrows,  which  we 
fuppofed  to  be  poifoned. 

The  next  morning  we  weighed  the  anchor  and  fet  fail, 
having  fcarcely  had  time  fufficient  to  (ketch  a  plan  of  the 
harbour,  which  was  honoured  with  the  title  of  Port  Sand¬ 
wich.  Its  fituation,  deduced  from  aftronomical  obferva- 
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tions,  is  in  i6°  28'  fouth  lat.  and  167°  $  6'  eafl  long.  We 
were  becalmed  before  we  could  clear  the  reefs,  and  obliged 
to  fend  our  boats  ahead  to  tow  us  out,  which  they  perform- 
.ed  very  {lowly  and  with  great  difficulty.  In  the  mean  time 

V 

the  natives  came  to  us  with  all  their  fourteen  canoes,  and 
fold  us  great  numbers  of  arrows  of  all  kinds  and  fome 
clubs.  They  made  feveral  trips  between  the  fliip  and  the 
ihore,  as  they  had  done  the  preceding  day,  and  feemed  to 
be  very  eager  to  part  with  their  arms  for  Taheitee  cloth. 
We  repeated  our  demand  for  provifions  ;  but  they  would  not 
liften  to  it,  and  only  parted  with  what  they  could  more 
eafily  fpare  or  replace.  Towards  noon  we  got  clear  of  the 
harbour,  and  left  Mallicollo  with  the  fea-breeze,  which 
then  frefliened,  {landing  over  to  Ambrrym,  or  the  Ifland  of 
Volcanoes.  Whether  we  might  have  obtained  fome  re- 
frefhments  by  Raying  a  few  days  longer  and  improving 
our  acquaintance  with  the  natives,  is  very  uncertain  ;  for 
fince  they  fet  no  value  on  our  iron- ware,  we  could  offer  no 
equivalent  for  their  provifions. 

The  ifland  of  Mallicollo  is  about  twenty  leagues  long 
from  north  to  fouth,  and  the  port  which  we  had  left  lies 
in  its  fouth-eafl  extremity.  Its  inland  mountains  are  very 
high,  clad  with  forefls,  and  without  doubt  contain  many 
fine  fprings,  though  we  could  not  trace  them  between  the 
trees.  The  foil,  as  far  as  we  were  able  to  examine  it,  is  a 
rich  and  fertile  mould,  like  that  which  covers  the  plains  of 
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the  Society  Iflands  *,  and  the  vicinity  of  the  volcano  at  Am- 
brrym  gave  us  great  room  to  fuppofe  that  Mallicollo  is  no 
ftranger  to  the  procefFes  carried  on  in  thefe  natural  labora*- 
torics.  Its  vegetable  productions  feem  to  be  luxuriant  and 
in  great  variety,  and  the  ufeful  plants  not  lefs  numerous 
than  in  the  iflands  we  had  before  vifited.  Coco- nuts,  bread¬ 
fruit,  bananas,  fugar- canes,  yams,  eddoes,  turmerick,  and 
oranges  were  feen  on  the  ifland,  and  enumerated  by  the 
natives.  Hogs  and' common  poultry  are  their  domeftic  ani¬ 
mals  ;  to  which  we  have  added  dogs,  by  felling  them  a  pair 
of  puppies  brought  from  the  Society  Iflands.  They  re¬ 
ceived  them  with  ftrong  figns  of  extreme  fatisfaction  ;  but 
as  they  called  them  hogs,  ( 'broods ,)  we  were  convinced  that 
they  were  entirely  new  to  them.  We  did  not  find  any  other 
quadruped  during  our  fliort  flay,  nor  is  it  probable  that, 
on  an  ifland  fo  far  remote  from  continents,  there  fhould  be 
any  wild  animals  of  that  clafs.  In  the  courfe  of  one  day, 
and  confined  to  a  barren  beach,  it  is  not  likely  that  we  could 
form  a  more  adequate  idea  of  the  animals  than  of  the  ve¬ 
getables  of  this  country.  We  faw  enough,  however,  to  be 
convinced,  that  the  woods  are  inhabited  by  many  fpecies  of 
birds,  among  which  there  are  doubtlefs  fome  which  have 
as  yet  efcaped  the  attention  of  naturalifts. 

The  productions  of  Mallicollo  are,  however,  lefs  remark¬ 
able  and  ftriking  at  firft  fight  than  the  race  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants.  To  judge  of  their  numbers  from  the  croud  we  faw 
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at  Port  Sandwich,  I  fhould  conclude,  that  they  are  far  from 
inconfiderable  ;  but  confidering  the  great  fize  of  the  ifland, 
I  cannot  fuppofe  it  to  be  very  populous.  Fifty  thoufand  is, 
I  think,  the  greateft  number  we  can  admit ;  and  thefe  are 
not  confined  to  the  fkirts  of  the  hills,  as  at  Taheitee,  but 
difperfed  over  the  whole  extent  of  more  than  fix  hundred 
fquare  miles.  We  ought  to  figure  their  country  to  our- 
felves  as  one  extenfive  foreft :  they  have  only  begun  to  clear 
and  plant  a  few  infulated  fpots,  which  are  loft  in  it,  like  fmall 
ifiands  in  the  vaft  Pacific  Ocean.  Perhaps  if  we  could  ever 
penetrate  through  the  darknefs  which  involves  the  hiftory 
of  this  nation,  we  might  find  that  they  have  arrived  in  the 
South  Sea  much  later  than  the  natives  of  the  Friendly  and 
Society  Ifiands.  So  much  at  leaft  is  certain,  that  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  of  a  race  totally  diftindl  from  thefe.  Their  form, 
their  language,  and  their  manners  ftrongly  and  completely 
mark  the  difference.  The  natives  on  fome  parts  of  New 
Guinea  and  Papua  feem  to  correfpond  in  many  particulars 
with  what  we  have  obferved  among  the  Mallicollefe.  The 
black  colour  and  woolly  hair  in  particular  are  characteriftics 
common  to  both  nations.  If  the  influence  of  climate  be 
admitted,  which  is  fo  ftrongly  defended  by  count  Buffon, 
it  offers  another  proof  that  Mallicollo  has  been  but  lately 
peopled  *,  fince  the  interval  of  time  has  not  been  fufficient 
to  work  a  change  in  the  colour  and  hair  of  the  inhabitants. 

*  The  reader  will  perceive  that  we  only  ufc  this  expreffion  comparatively. 
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Bat  I  am  far  from  being  convinced  of  this  general  and 
powerful  influence  of  climates.  I  have  only  ventured  out 
into  the  great  field  of  probabilities,  and  am  ready  to  quit 
my  opinion  as  foon  as  another  more  juft  and  more  rational 
is  offered.  New  Guinea  and  the  iflands  adjacent,  the  only 
countries  from  whence  we  can  expctff  fome  light  on  this 
fubjetff,  ftill  remain  unknown  to  us,  not  only  in  regard  to 
their  geographical  fituation,  but  more  efpecially  as  to  their 
inhabitants.  From  the  voyagers  who  have  vifited  that  part 
of  the  world  *'  it  appears  that  many  diftinft  tribes  dwell 
in  its  different  parts.  But  it  is  particularly  to  be  remarked, 
that  hefides  the  black  race,  there  are  alfo  fome  of  a  lighter 
colour,  who,  if  we  may  judge  from  their  cuftoms,  feem  to 
be  related  to  the  natives  of  the  Society  and  Friendly  Blands* 
Some  other  tribes  there  are  who  may,  in  all  probability,  be 
a  mixture  of  both  races.  The  flender  form  of  the  Mallicol- 
lefe  is  a  charatffer,  as  far  as  I  know,  peculiar  to  them  and 
the  New  Hollanders ;  but  that  nation  hath  nothing  in 
common  with  them  in  all  other  refpccfs.  Their  cuflom  of 
tying  a  rope  very  faff  round  their  belly  is  Bill  more  fingu- 
lar,  and  would  be  fatal  to  a  perfon  unaccuBomed  from  in¬ 
fancy  to  fuch  an  abfurd  ligature.  The  rope  was  as  thick 
as  a  man’s  finger,  and  cut  fuch  a  deep  notch  acrofs  the 
navel,  that  the  belly  feemed  in  a  manner  double,  one  part 
being  above  and  the  other  below  the  rope.  Their  bracelets 


*  Dampier,  Carteret,  Bougainville. 
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which  prefs  the  upper  arm  fo  clofely,  mud  have  been  put 
on  while  the  natives  are  very  young,  and  appear  to  have 
been  contrived  upon  the  fame  principle.  The  features  of 
thefe  people,  though  remarkably  irregular  and  ugly,  yet 
are  full  of  great  fprightlinefs,  and  exprefs  a  quick  compre- 
henfion.  Their  lips  and  the  lower  part  of  their  face  are 
entirely  different  from  tliofe  of  African  Negroes  ;  but  the 
upper  parr,  efpecially  the  nofe,  is  of  a  very  fimilar  conform¬ 
ation,  and  the  fubftance  of  the  hair  the  fame.  The  depref- 
fion  of  their  forehead  may  perhaps  be  artificial,  as  the  heads 
of  infants  may  be  fqueezed  into  all  kinds  of  forms.  On 
the  continent  of  America  there  are  many  inftances  of  nations 
who  disfigure  their  heads  to  make  them  refemble  the  fun, 
the  moon,  or  fome  other  object.  But,  upon  the  whole,  this 
figure  of  the  forehead  among  the  Mallicollefe  is  not  carried 
to  excefs,  and  does  not  remarkably  encreafe  their  uglinefs. 

The  climate  of  Mallicollo,  and  the  adjacent  ifiands,  is  very 
warm,  but  perhaps  not  at  all  times  fo  temperate  as  at  Ta- 
heitee,  becaufe  the  extent  of  land  is  infinitely  greater.  How¬ 
ever,  during  our  fhort  flay  we  experienced  no  unufual  de¬ 
gree  of  heat,  the  thermometer  being  at  7  6°  and  78°, 
which  is  very  moderate  in  the  torrid  zone.  Drefs,  in  fucli 
a  climate,  is  to  be  confidered  as  an  article  of  luxury,  and 
cannot  properly  be  placed  among  the  ind-ifpenfible  necefia- 
rics.  At  Mallicollo  they  have  not  yet  attained  that  degree 
of  opulence  which  could  have  fuggefied  the  Invention  of 
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garments.  In  their  tufted  groves  they  neither  feel  the 
fcorching  beams  of  a  vertical  fun,  nor  ever  know  the  un¬ 
comfortable  fenfation  of  cold.  Briars  and  fhrubberies  oblige 
them  to  take  fome  precaution,  and  the  impulfes  of  nature 
towards  the  encreafe  of  the  fpecies,  have  fuggefled  the  moft 
fimple  means  of  preferving  the  faculties  and  guarding 
againft  the  dangers  of  mutilation,  (fee  pag.  206.)  We  are 
too  apt  to  look  upon  the  principles  which  are  early  inflilled 
into  our  mind  by  education  as  innate,  and  have  frequently 
miftaken  a  moral  fendment  for  a  phyfical  inftindt.  From 
the  contemplation  of  unpolifhed  people,  we  find  that  mo- 
defiy  and  chaftity,  which  have  long  been  fuppofed  inherent 
in  the  human  mind,  are  local  ideas,  unknown  in  the  Rate 
of  nature,  and  modified  according  to  the  various  degrees  of 
civilization.  It  is  not  likely  that  the  Mallicollefe  have  ever 
thought  of  banifhing  unfeafonable  ideas  from  the  mind,  by 
a  contrivance  which  feems  much  more  apt  to  provoke  their 
defires.  Nay,  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  ficanty  drefs  of  their 
women  owes  its  origin  to  a  fenfe  of  fhame,  or  to  an  artful 
endeavour  to  pleafe. 

The  ideas  of  beauty  feem  to  be  more  obvious,  though 
fingular  and  different  among  divers  nations.  The  Malli¬ 
collefe  are  not  fatisfied  with  the  charms  of  their  own  per- 
fon,  but  think  that  a  {tone  hung  in  the  nofe,  a  bracelet,  a 
necklace  of  fhells,  and  a  (hining  black  paint,  fet  them  ofif 
.  to  greater  advantage.  Their  women,  as  far  as  we  could 
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obferve,  have  no  trinkets,  but  paint  themfelves  with  the 
yellow  colour  of  turmerick,  which  has  a  peculiar  aromatic 
fmell.  The  natives  of  the  Friendly  Ifles  powder  their  hair 
and  the  women  of  Eafter  Iiland  likewife  paint  their  face 
and  garments  with  it.  It  may  therefore  be  employed, 
on  account  of  its  fuppofed  virtues,  rather  than  for  ornament. 
The  Mallicollefe  differ  very  remarkably  from  the  lighter- 
coloured  nation  of  the  South  Sea,  by  keeping  their  body 
entirely  from  punctures,  which  characterize  all  the  various 
tribes  of  that  race. 

Their  food  feems  to  be  principally  vegetable,  fince  they 
apply  themfelves  to  agriculture.  At  times  they  may  like¬ 
wife  feaft  on  pork  or  fowls  ;  and  though  we  had  no  time 
to  obferve  any  implements  of  fifhing,  yet,  as  they  have 
canoes,  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  they  have  not  entirely 
neglected  the  produce  of  the  ocean.  Our  fhort  Ray  did  not 
give  us  an  opportunity  of  feeing  any  of  their  tools ;  but 
from  the  workmanfhip  of  their  boats,  and  the  conftruftion  < 
of  their  houfes,  we  have  no  great  reafon  to  admire  their 
fkill  in  the  arts.  Their  ifland  being  wholly  covered  with 
forefts,  it  mull  require  a  great  deal  of  labour  to  cultivate  a 
fpot  of  ground  fufficient  for  their  fupport.  The  country 
itfelf  appears  very  fertile ;  but  the  luxuriant  growth  of 
wild  vegetables,  eafily  conquers  and  defiroys  the  more  tender 
flioots  of  thofe  which  are  planted.  This  being  the  cafe,  it 
may  ferve  to  account  for  the  cuftom  of  confining  their  limbs 
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to  a  fmall  and  flender  form,  by  ropes,  bracelets,  &c.  Such 
monftrous  contrivances  to  pinch  and  contract  the  body,  feem 
to  be  dictated  by  neceflity,  and  in  time  may  have  been 
adopted  as  the  marks  of  beauty.  As  their  agriculture  is  fo 
toilfome,  it  is  plain  they  have  not  time  to  manufattture  a 
drefs,  for  which  they  have  no  immediate  neceflity.  Repofe 
and  indolence  are  the  favourite  principles  of  fmall  un¬ 
civilized  focieties,  and  neceflity  alone  forces  them  to  become 
induftrious.  We  have  obferved  that  the  Mallicollefe  pafs 
away  a  part  of  their  time  with  mufic  and  dancing.  Their 
inftruments  are  doubtlefs  very  Ample;  we  heard  no  other 
than  drums  ;  and  thefe,  together  with  whittles  or  pipes,  are 
moil  eaflly  invented.  The  common  tranfatflions  of  domeftic 
life  are  fo  quiet  and  regular,  that  human  nature  feems  to 
require  fome  excentric  movement  to  animate  it.  At  times 
to  be  extravagant  in  the  motions  and  exercifes  of  the  body, 
to  produce  a  variety  of  founds  from  various  fubftances,  and 
to  ttrain  the  vocal  organs  beyond  their  ufual  fcale,  are 
functions  perhaps  indifpenflbly  neceflary  in  the  revolution 
of  human  life,  to  aett  as  fpurs  or  Jlimult^  and  to  fweeten  the 
labours  of  the  day. 

Tiic  drums  of  the  Mallicollefe  not  only  ferve  as  a 
pattime,  but,  are  likewife  employed  to  found  an  alarm  in 
cafes  of  danger.  We  have  great  reafon  to  believe,  that 
they  are  frequently  involved  in  quarrels  with  the  iflanders 
in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  it  is  not  improbable,  that  living 
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difperfed  throughout  the  ifland  in  {mail  families,  they  fre¬ 
quently  difagree  amongft  themfelves.  We  never  faw  the  Mal- 
licollefe  without  their  arms,  (except  thofe  who  came  into  the 

captain’s  cabin) ;  and  it  feems  much  more  care  and  ingenuity 

* 

has  been  bellowed  on  this  part  of  their  manufactures  than 

upon  any  other.  Their  bows  are  flrong,  elattic.  and  nicely 

polifhed ;  their  arrows  well  wrought ;  and  thofe  which  we 

fuppofed  to  be  poifoned,  were  very  neatly  ornamented.  The 

cuftom  of  poifoning  the  arrows  is  a  proof  of  their  under  - 

{landing  ;  and  the  defire  of  revenge  againtt  unjuft  oppreffion, 

may  have  fuggelled  it.  Their  fmall  ftature,  and  {lender 

make,  feem  indeed  to  require  fome  artifice  to  fupply  the 

place  of  ftrength  ;  but  it  is  at  this  moment  doubtful, 

whether  their  arrows  are  really  poifoned.  The  dog  on 

which  we  made  the  experiment  on  the  day  of  our  arrival, 

recovered  perfe&ly  without  any  affiftance,  though  he  was 

affliCled  with  the  mod  dreadful  illnefs  from  eating  part  of 

a  poifoned  fifh.  Another  experiment  was  tried  in  the  fe- 

quel  upon  a  different  dog ;  an  incifion  was  made  in  his  leg 

with  a  lancet,  and  the  gummy  fubilance,  fuppofed  to  be  the 

poifon,  was  laid  into  it,  and  covered  with  a  plafier.  The 

dog  was  very  lame  a  few  days,  from  the  dwelling  and 

fettering  of  the  wound ;  but  gradually  recovered  like  the 

firtt.  The  iflanders  of  Santa  Cruz  *,  who  killed  a  number 

•  • 

*'  Egmont  Ifland,  of  captain  Carteret.— -See  Havvkefworth,  vol.  I,  p.  576. 
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of  captain  Carteret’s  men,  feem,  according  to  his  defcription,, 
to  be  very  like  the  Mallicollefe ;  and  are  likewife  accufed  of 
having  poifoned  arrows  *,  by  the  Spanifh  navigator  who 
fir  ft  difcovered  that  ifland.  Their  bows  and  arrows,  accord¬ 
ing  to  captain  Carteret,  are,  however,  of  a  remarkable 
length  f,  and  the  latter  pointed  with  flints.  Quiros  alfo 
mentions  poifoned  arrows  among  the  natives  in  the  Bay  of 
St.  Philip  at  St.  Jago^  j  but  from  both  inftances  it  appears, 
that  the  fuppofed  poifon  was  not  very  efficacious.  The 
wooden  ruffle,  which  fecures  the  arms  of  the  Mallicollefe 
againfl  the  recoil  of  the  bow-firing,  feems  to  imply  a  fre¬ 
quent  ufe  of  their  bows.  Befides  the  miffile  weapons,, 
fuch  as  arrows  and  fpears,  they  have  alfo  fhort  clubs,  feem- 
ingly  for  clofe  engagement,  and  are  thus  well  prepared  for 
all  occafions.  Their  behaviour  towards  us  was  in  general 
harmlefs,  but  cautious.  We  received  no  invitations  to  flay 
with  them  ;  for  they  did  not  like  the  proximity  of  fuch  pow¬ 
erful  people,  being  probably  accuflomed  to  acts  of  violence 
and  ill  ufage  from  the  reft  of  their  neighbours.  In  fome 
of  their  countenances  we  thought  we  could  trace  a  mif- 
chievous,  ill-natured  difpofition  ;  but  we  might  miftake 
jealoufy  for  hatred.  It  is  probable,  that  being  continually 
on  their  guard,  and  engaged  in  wars,  they  have  fome 

*  See  Mendaha’s  voyage  in  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  colle&ion,  vol.  I.  p.  78. 
f  The  bows  are  fix  feet  five  inches,  and  the  arrows  four  feet  four  inches. 

J;  See  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  colle&ion,  vol.  I.  p.  135.. 
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chiefs  and  leaders  in  battle,  who,  like  the  commanders  at 
New  Zeeland,  are  obeyed  at  the  time  of  a<5tion.  The  only- 
man  whom  we  fuppofed  to  be  a  chief,  at  Mallicollo,  did  not 
appear  to  be  refpe&ed ;  and  it  was  only  when  he  procured 
us  fome  frefh  water,  that  we  could  attribute  to  him  any  au¬ 
thority  at  all.  Remarks  on  the  government  of  a  people 
are  feldom  to  be  made  at  the  firft  interview,  and  therefore  I 
only  offer  probabilities  inftead  of  facfts.  Their  religion  is 
entirely  unknown  to  us,  as  well  as  the  particular  cuftoms  of 
domeflic  life ;  nor  can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  we  could  gather 
any  intelligence  concerning  their  difeafes.  We  did  not  take 
notice  of  any  Tick  perfon  among  them  during  our  day ; 
however,  according  to  Mr.  de  Bougainville’s  account,  the 
natives  on  an  adjacent  ifland  are  fubje&  to  the  leprofy  in 
fuch  a  high  degree,  that  he  named  it  the  Ifle  of  Lepers. 

The  general  chara&er  of  the  Mallicollefe  ought  to  be 
confidered  with  a  retrofpedt  to  their  civilization.  Difperfed 
into  fmall  tribes,  who  have  frequent  caufes  of  difpute,  it  is 
not  furprifing  that  they  are  cautious  and  diftruftful.  At  the 
fame  time,  however,  their  behaviour  towards  us  fhewed, 

t 

that  they  had  no  propenfity  to  quarrel  without  a  caufe,  but 
wifhed  to  give' no  offence;  and  were  in  general  much  dif- 
pleafed  with  a  few  individuals  among  themfelves  who  at¬ 
tempted  to  infringe  the  peace.  Green  boughs,  their  figns  of 
friendfhip,  confirmed  this  good  difpofition.  The  ceremony 
of  pouring  water  on  their  heads,  is  dill  more  important,  as  it 
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fliews  a  great  fimilarity  between  them  and  the  people  of  New 
Guinea.  Dampier  obferved  exactly  the  fame  fig n  of  amity 
at  Pulo  Sabuda,  on  the  weftern  coaft  of  New  Guinea  *'. 
The  fhort  converfations  which  we  had  with  the  Mallicollefe, 
proved  them  to  be  a  people  of  quick  perception  ;  their 
fenfes  are  acute,  and  their  intelle&s  very  open  to  improve¬ 
ment.  From  their  amufements  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
they  are  chearful  and  good-humoured  ;  and  if  I  may  venture 
another  conjecture,  they  only  want  the  impulfe  of  an  am¬ 
bitious  individual  to  bring  them  into  a  higher  {late  of  civi¬ 
lization.  After  this  detail,  it  is  time  to  refume  the  thread 
of  our  voyage. 

Having  cleared  the  reefs  of  Port  Sandwich,  and  {landing 
towards  the  Ifle  of  Ambrrym,  we  gradually  came  in  fight 
of  the  fouth-eafl  extremity  of  Mallicollo,  where  four  or  five 
fmall  iflands  form  a  kind  of  bay.  Ambrrym,  on  which 
the  volcano  is  fituated,  appears  to  be  upwards  of  twenty 
leagues  in  circuit.  The  centre  of  the  illand  lies  in  i  6°  15' 
S.  and  1  68°  20'E.  Pa-oom,  the  high  peak  to  the  fouth  of 
it,  is  of  an  inconfiderable  fize,  but  we  were  dubious  whe¬ 
ther  the  land  which  we  faw  before,  or  to  the  weftward  of 
it,  and  which  was  of  moderate  height,  is  connected  with  it 
or  nor.  The  whole  circuit  of  both  parts,  fuppofing  them 
to  form  a  fingle  ifiand,  cannot  exceed  five  leagues.  The 
peak,  according  to  our  obfervations,  lies  in  1  6°  25'  S.  and 


*  See  DampIePs  Voyages,  vol.  III.  p.  1 86. 
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1 6  8°  30'  E.  Apee,  the  iflantl  to  the  fouth  of  this  peak, 
is  large,  hilly,  and  of  the  fame  extent  as  Ambrrym,  being 
nearly  feven  leagues  long.  Its  middle  is  fituatcd  in  1  6° 
42'  S.  and  1 68°  36'  E.  The  numerous  fmokes  which 
arofe  from  all  thefe  iflands,  gave  us  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  natives  drefs  their  victuals  above  ground,  by  an  open 
fire.  At  the  Society  and  Friendly  Ides,  where  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  accuflomed  to  flew  their  food,  by  means  of  heated 
flones  under  the  ground,  we  rarely  perceived  either  fmoke 
or  fire. 

The  frcfh  meal  with  which  all  our  fhip’s  company  re¬ 
galed  themfelves  this  day,  was  very  near  being  fatal  to 
fome  of  them.  All  the  lieutenants  and  their  meflmates,, 
together  with  one  of  the  mates,  feveral  midfhipmen,  and 

1 

the  carpenter,  having  eaten  of  the  red  fea  breams  (fparns 
erytbrinus )  of  which  two  had  been  caught,  were  in  the  fpace 
of  a  few  hours,  feized  with  violent  fymptoms  of  being 
poifoned.  It  began  with  great  heat  in  the  face,  acute 
head  ache,  fevere  vomiting,  and  diarrhsea  ;  the  arms,  knees* 
and  legs  were  fo  benumbed,  that  they  could  fcarcely  walk 
or  fland  ;  the  falival  glands  were  fwelled,  and  a  mod  co¬ 
pious  difcharge  enfued  ;  they  were  alfo  troubled  with  acute 
pains,  and  fpafms  in  the  bowels.  A  hog,  which  had  eaten, 
of  the  garbage  was  feized  with  fimilar  fymptoms,  fwelled 
to  a  great  fize,  and  died  at  night.  Several  dogs  on  board, 
having  received  a  fhare  of  the  entrails,  and  fome  being  fed 
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upon  part  of  the  boiled  fifh,  were  affefled  in  the  fame 
manner  ;  they  groaned  moll  pitifully,  had  violent  Teachings, 
and  could  hardly  drag  their  limbs  along.  A  little  favourite 
parroquet  from  the  Friendly  Ifles,  which  familiarly  hopped 
on  its  matter’s  lhoulder,  having  likewife  tailed  a  morfel  of 
the  filh,  died  the  next  day.  In  a  word,  the  joy  of  having 
obtained  a  frefli  meal  was  fuddenly  converted  into  forrow  ; 
and  the  only  comfort  in  this  misfortune  was,  that  our  furgeon 
had  dined  with  the  captain  this  day,  and  by  that  means 
cfcaped  the  fate  of  his  meffmates. 

We  Hill  continued  in  fight  of  Mallicollo,  Ambrrym,  Apee, 
and  Pa-oom,  the  next  morning ;  but  Rood  towards  the 
fouthernmoll  illand  then  in  light,  and  difcovered  on  the 
2  1 11,  which  from  the  three  hills  upon  it,  was  named  Three- 
Hills  Illand  (fee  p.  204.)  We  approached  within  half  a 
mile  of  it,  and  obferved  it  to  be  of  the  fame  nature  with 
thofe  already  difcovered.  It  was  well  wooded,  and  proba¬ 
bly  well  inhabited ;  for  fome  of  the  natives  appeared  on 
the  Ihore,  who  refembled  thofe  of  Mallicollo,  and  were 
armed  like  them  with  bows  and  arrows.  A  very  extenlive 
reef  runs  out  from  the  fouth  point  of  the  illand,  with  fome 
rocks  in  it.  The  whole  illand  feemed  .to  be  about  five 
leagues  in  circuit ;  its  greatell  extent  was  from  north-eall 
to  fouth-well  ;  and  according  to  allranomical  obfervations, 
it  is  fituated  in  17  0  4'  S.  latitude,  and  1680  32' E.  longi¬ 
tude.  At  noon  we  put  about,  and  flood  for  feveral  fmall 
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iflands  and  broken  lands,  which  appeared  off  the  S.  E.  end 

of  the  ifland  of  Apee,  and  now  lay  to  the  N.  E.  of  us.  We 

\ 

likewife  had  fight  of  a  peak  to  the  S.  E.  and  of  fome  land 
beyond  that,  which  feemed  very  large,  though  at  a  great 
diftance.  The  number  of  iflands  in  this  group  was  very 
furprifing  ;  and  their  direction  to  the  fouthward,  gave  us 
great  hopes  of  continuing  to  make  difcoveries,  which 
might  gradually  lead  us  back  once  more  to  New 
Zeeland. 

We  flood  on  towards  thefe  north-eaflerly  lands,  and 
came  among  them  in  the  afternoon.  They  were  of  an  in- 
confiderable  fizc  when  compared  to  Mallicollo,  Ambrrym, 
Apee,  or  even  to  Three-hills  Ifland,  and  Pa-oom.  Mofl  of 
them,  however,  were  inhabited  ;  which  circumftance  we  col- 
letflied  particularly  in  the  evening,  when  we  faw  feveral 
fires,  even  on  thofe  which  we  had  by  day  light  judged  to 
have  no  inhabitants.  After  funfet  we  were  becalmed  for 
feveral  hours  in  the  midft  of  thefe  ifles ;  the  darknefs  of  the 
night,  and  feveral  broken  rocks  clofe  to  us  on  all  fides, 
rendered  our  fituation  extremely  critical.  The  navigator, 
who  means  to  explore  new  iflands,  and  give  an  ac¬ 
curate  account  of  their  pofition,  is  often  in  danger  of 
lofing  his  fhip.  It  is  impoflible  for  him  to  form  a  jufl 
conception  of  the  coaft,  without  approaching  clofe  to  it 
but  he  muft  neceffarily  be  expofed  to  the  dangers  of  a  hid¬ 
den  ftorm,  a  funken  rock,  or  a  fwift  current,  which  are  fuf- 
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ficicnt,  in  a  few  moments,  to  deftroy  all  his  hopes  of  glory. 
Prudence  and  caution  are  very  neceflfary  in  the  conduct  of 
every  great  enterprize  ;  but  it  feems,  that  in  a  voyage  of 
difcovery,  as  in  every  undertaking  of  confequence,  a  certain 
degree  of  rafhnefs,  and  reliance  on  good  fortune,  become 
the  principal  roads  to  fame,  by  being  crowned  with  great 
and  undeferved  fuccefs. 

Thefe  dangerous  iflands  received  the  name  of  Shepherd’s 
IHes,  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  A.  Shepherd,  F.  R.  S.  profeflor  of 
agronomy  in  the  univerflty  of  Cambridge.  We  obtained  a 
frefli  breeze  the  fame  night,  and  tacked  off  and  on  till  the 
next  morning  at  day-break,  when,  being  near  the  fouthcr- 
moft  ifland,  we  Rood  away  to  the  fouthward  for  the  lands 
which  we  had  difeovered  the  day  before.  We  palled  to  the 
eaftwaid  of  Three-hills  Ifland,  towards  two  other  ifles  a  few 
leagues  to  the  fouth  of  it,  of  a  much  fmaller  flze,  but  co¬ 
vered  with  verdure  and  groves  in  the  fame  manner.  We 
failed  between  one  of  them  and  a  high  columnar  rock, 
which  we  named  the  Monument,  from  its  remarkable 
fliape.  The  furf  which  had  beaten  upon  it,  had  worn  fe- 
veral  deep  furrows  and  channels  into  it.  It  looked 
blackilh,  might  be  an  hundred  and  fifty  yards  high,  and 
was  not  wholly  deftitute  of  verdure.  A  great  number  of 
boobies  and  terns  were  feen  flying  about  it,  and  feemed  to 
have  taken  up  their  refldence  on  it.  The  larger  ifland, 
near  which  it  was  fituated,  was  called  Two-hills  Ifland,  by 
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captain  Cook,  becaufe  it  had  only  two  elevations  of  any  re¬ 
markable  fize. 

We  now  Rood  due  fouth,  towards  the  large  land  which 
appeared  in  that  quarter,  and  which  we  had  already  noticed 
on  the  24th.  A  canoe,  with  a  triangular  fail,  was  obferved 
at  a  great  diftance,  coming  from  the  S.  W.  towards  Three- 
hills  Ifland.  The  natives  of  thefe  different  iflands  have 
therefore,  in  all  likelihood,  a  friendly  intercourfe  with  each 
other,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  different  inhabitants  of 
the  Society  and  Friendly  Iflands.  In  the  afternoon  we  had 
almoft  made  the  fouthern  ifland,  which  now  appeared  to 
confifl  of  two ;  and  were  preparing  to  pafs  to  windward  of 

,,A 

both,  being  near  the  eaftermofl  of  them,  when  the  breeze 
fuddenly  failed  us,  and  we  were  carried  to  the  weft  by  the 
tide  or  current  at  a  great  rate.  Our  fituation  this  night  was 
no  lefs  dangerous  than  on  the  preceding,  with  this  difference 
only,  that  the  moon  fhone  very  bright,  and  we  could  judge 
of  the  quick  advances  which  we  made  towards  the  weflern 
ifland.  Its  northernmofl  point  was  of  a  great  height,  rocky, 
black,  and  almoft  perpendicular,  having  only  a  narrow 
beach,  and  a  few  fcattered  rocks  at  the  bottom.  We  re¬ 
mained  in  the  moft  dreadful  fufpenfe  till  near  ten  o’clock, 
as  the  current  was  fo  ftrong,  that  hoifling  out  our  boats 
would  fcarcely  have  availed  us  any  thing.  The  fhip’s 
head,  her  ftern,  or  her  broad-fide,  were  by  turns  directed 

towards  the  fhore,  on  which  we  heard  the  furf  breaking 
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with  a  much  more  dreadful  found  than  it  had  ever  had 
before,  when  unconnected  with  the  ideas  of  immediate 
danger  ;  at  lad  we  fortunately  drifted  clear  of  the  point  at 

a  fhort  didance. 

The  next  morning  a  gentle  breeze  fprung  up,  with  which 

♦ 

we  advanced  towards  the  land  again.  We  now  ran  within 
the  eadermod  idand,  which,  though  it  was  not  above  eight 
or  nine  miles  in  circuit,  was  however  inhabited,  many  of 
the  people  running  along  fhore  to  gaze  at  us,  with  bows, 
arrows,  and  darts  in  their  hands.  This  ifle  had  a  hill 
of  moderate  height  in  its  centre,  which  appeared  to  be 
deditute  of  woods  in  mod  parts,  the  cultivated  lands  and 
groves  lying  at  its  foot  and  on  its  fird  dope.  They  condded 
of  coco-palms,  bananas,  and  various  other  trees ;  amongd 
which  we  difeerned  a  number  of  fmall  huts,  and  on  the 
beach,  feveral  canoes  hauled  adiore.  The  land  oppodte  to 
the  wed  was  about  four  or  dve  leagues  didant  from  it,  and 
now  likewife  appeared  to  condd  of  two  idands.  One  of 
thefe  to  the  north,  the  fame  on  which  we  were  near  being 
lod,  was  fmall,  not  above  twelve  or  dfteen  miles  in  circum¬ 
ference,  but  of  moderate  height,  like  the  former,  and  with 
much  the  fame  afpeCt.  To  the  fouth  of  it,  the  main  idand 
appeared,  which  extended  no  lefs  than  ten  leagues  from  N.  W. 
to  S.  E.  It  was  of  a  moderate  height,  like  the  two  others 
near  it,  but  very  gently  doping  in  all  parts,  and  prefented 
to  the  eye  many  beautiful  profpe&s.  Thick  groves,  and 
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extenfive  tracts  of  clear  ground,  were  very  agreeably  varied, 
and  the  latter  had  a  rich  yellowifli  colour,  which  exa&ly 
refembled  the  golden  corn-fields  of  Europe.  We  all  agreed 
that  this  ifiand  was  one  of  the  fineft  we  had  hitherto  feen 
in  the  new  group,  and  feemed  to  be  well  fituated  for  the 
purpofe  of  an  European  fettlement.  We  kept  at  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance  from  it  j  but  it  appeared  to  us  to  be  more 
thinly  inhabited  than  thofe  which  we  had  left  to  the  north¬ 
ward.  This  circumftance  would  facilitate  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  colony  ;  and  if  the  fpirit  of  philanthropy  could 
ever  animate  the  planters,  they  would  here  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  become  the  benefactors  of  the  natives.  From 
what  we  obferved  at  Mallicollo,  this  race  of  men  is  very 
intelligent,  and  would  readily  receive  the  improvements  of 
civilization.  There  appeared  to  be  a  bay  towards  the  N. 

W.  end  of  the  ifiand,  which  we  did  not  examine,  on  account 
of  feveral  fmall  iflands  and  reefs  lying  before  it  to  the  eafi- 

ward.  It  appeared  to  form  a  deep  indenture  on  the 

« 

iliore,  and  to  be  more  accefiible  from  the  weftward.  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook  named  this  extenfive  ifiand  Sandwich,  that  to  the 
north  Hinchinprook,  and  the  other  to  the  eaft  Montagu. 

The  middle  of  Sandwich  Ifiand  lies  in  170  40"  S.  lat.  and 
1  68°  3o/  E.  long. 

We  ran  to  the  fouth-eaftward  all  the  afternoon  and  w  ednefd.  47. 
night ;  but  at  day-break,  the  next  morning,  another  ifiand 
was  fcen  ahead,  about  fourteen  leagues  difiant,  Sandwich 
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being  ftill  faintly  in  light,  nearly  at  the  fame  diftance. 
Our  fhips  now  perfectly  refembled  an  hofpital ,  the  poifoned 
patients  were  dill  in  a  deplorable  fituation  ;  they  continued 
to  have  gripes,  and  acute  pains  in  all  their  bones :  in  the 
day  time  they  were  in  a  manner  giddy,  and  felt  a  great 
hcavinefs  in  their  heads  ;  at  night,  as  foon  as  they  were 
warm  in  bed,  their  pains  redoubled,  and  robbed  them  en¬ 
tirely  of  deep.  The  fecretion  of  faliva  was  exceflive  j  the 
fkin  peeled  off  from  the  whole  body,  and  pimples  appeared 
on  their  hands.  Thofe  who  were  lefs  afflitfted  with  pain, 
were  much  weaker  in  proportion,  and  crawled  about  the 
decks,  emaciated  to  mere  fhadows.  We  had  not  one  lieu¬ 
tenant  able  to  do  duty;  and  as  one  of  the  mates,  and  feverali 
of  the  midfhipmen  were  likewife  ill,  the  watches  were  com¬ 
manded  by  the  gunner  and  the  other  mates.  The  dogs 
which  had  unfortunately  fed  upon  the  fame  fifh,  were  in  a 
ftill  worfe  condition,  as  we  could  not  give  them  any  relief. 
They  groaned  and  panted  mod;  piteoudy,  drank  great  quan¬ 
tities  of  water,  and  appeared  to  be  tortured  with  pain. 
Thofe  which  had  eaten  of  the  entrails  were  infinitely  more- 
affetfted  than  the  reft.  One  of  thefe  poor  creatures  was 
doomed  to  be  a  martyr,  being  the  fame  upon  which  we 
tried  the  Mallicollefe  arrows ;  however,  he  luckily  got  the 
better  of  both  thefe  attacks,  and  was  brought  to  England. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  captain  Quiros  complains  of  a  fort  of 
fifh,  which  he  calls  pargos,  that  poifoned  great  part  of  his 
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crew,  in  the  bay  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  James.  Nothing  is  jJJt*. 
more  probable,  than  that  it  was  of  the  fame  fpecies,  pargos 
being  the  Spanifh  name  of  the  fea-bream  (pagrm.)  It  is  to 
be  fufpe<5led,  at  the  fame  time,  that  thefe  fifties  are  not 
always  poifonous,  but,  like  many  fpecies  in  the  Weft  and  Eaft 
Indies,  may  acquire  that  quality,  by  feeding  on  poifonous  ve¬ 
getables.  The  circumftance,  that  the  inteftines  were  more 
poifonous  than  the  reft,  feems  to  confirm  this  fuppofition  ; 
the  greateft  part  of  the  venom  remaining  in  the  primes  via, 
whilft  only  a  fmall  part  was  carried  into  the  mufcles,  by 
the  chyle  and  blood. 

We  had  had  very  mild  weather  after  leaving  Mallicollo, 
but  the  trade-wind  had  blown  frefh  from  time  to  time.  At 
prefent,  however,  being  in  fight  of  this  new  ifland,  we  were 
flopped  by  light  airs  and  faint  breezes.  All  the  next  day  Thurfday 
we  lay  becalmed,  and  rolled  about  very  uncomfortably,  be¬ 
ing  fet  to  the  northward  feveral  leagues  by  a  current.  In 
the  evening  we  difeovered  another  ifland  very  far  off  to  the 
fouth-eaftward,  of  which  for  the  prefent  we  took  no  notice. 

The  day  after  we  obtained  a  breeze  towards  noon,  which  Friday  *9. 
continued  till  the  next  day  in  the  evening,  and  brought  us  Saturday  30. 
within  fix  leagues  of  the  land.  In  the  afternoon  one  of 
the  dogs,  lefs  afFe&ed  with  the  poifon  of  the  fifli  than  the 
reft,  being  quite  recovered,  we  determined  to  try  another 
experiment  with  the  poifon  of  the  Mallicollefe  arrow.  An 
incifion  was  made  with  a  lancet  in  his  thigh,  and  the  re~ 
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julv'.  finous  fubllance  flicking  on  the  bony  point  of  the  arrow, 
as  well  as  the  green  earthy  fluff  which  lodged  in  the  com¬ 
partments  formed  by  the  coco-nut  fibres,  were  fcraped  off, 
and  laid  into  the  wound,  covered  with  a  plafler,  in  order 
to  make  the  experiment  as  fair  as  poffible.  The  dog,  as  I 
have  already  mentioned,  recovered  as  quickly  as  if  nothing 
had  been  laid  into  the  wound. 

Sunday  31.  The  next  morning  it  was  abfolutely  calm  again,  and 
many  of  our  failors  obfcrved,  that  the  ifland  before  us  was 
certainly  enchanted,  becaufe  our  attempts  to  come  near  it 
had  hitherto  failed.  At  prefent  we  faw  the  other  ifland  to 
the  fouth,  which  had  been  difcovered  on  the  28th,  more 
diflincftly  than  before.  The  nearer  ifland  feemed  to  be  lefs 
fertile  and  agreeable  than  thofe  which  we  had  hitherto  dif¬ 
covered  ;  it  feemed,  however,  to  be  inhabited,  which  we 
concluded  on  feeing  a  great  fmoke  rife  from  it.  Our  fitua- 
tion  was  the  more  difagreeable,  as  it  was  tantalizing  to  be 
in  fight  of  land,  and  not  to  be  able  to  approach  it.  Not¬ 
withstanding  its  fuppofed  barrennefs,  which  precluded  the 
hope  of  refrefhments,  we  were  all  very  defirous  of  being 
better  acquainted  with  it.  We  never  felt  the  tedioufnefs  of 
being  confined  to  the  fhip  more  feverely,  nor  ever  wifhed 
more  eargerly  to  have  intercourfe  with  human  creatures. 
The  company  of  favages,  and  an  opportunity  of  contem¬ 
plating  their  manners,  dwellings  and  plantations,  were  at 
prefent,  in  our  eflimation,  defirable  objefts.  In  the  after- 
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noon  two  (harks  were  caught,  which  fwam  about  the  (hip, 
attended  by  pilot  and  fucking- fifties.  One  of  thefe  huge 
voracious  animals  feemed  to  be  a  fpecies  of  epicure,  having 
in  his  maw  no  lefs  than  four  young  turtles,  of  eighteen 
inches  in  diameter,  two  large  cuttle-fiihes,  and  the  feathers 
and  (keleton  of  a  booby  ;  but  though  he  was  well  fed,  he 
did  not  dildain  a  piece  of  fait  pork,  with  which  we  baited 
our  hook.  The  Tailors  had  no  fooner  hauled  them  on  deck, 
than  every  one  drew  his  knife,  and  in  a  few  moments 
divided  them  into  fmall  pieces,  which  they  haftened  to  drefs, 
and  to  devour.  One  of  the  (harks  making  fome  refiftance 
in  hauling  up,  was  (hot  dead  by  our  officers,  who  were 
equally  concerned  with  the  reft  of  their  (hipmates  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  efcape.  In  this  manner  we  revenged  the  caufe  of 
the  whole  fubmarine  creation.  Salt  provifions  are  more 
loathfome  in  hot  climates  than  every  where  elfe,  which  is 
partly  owing  to  the  raging  third  they  occafion.  As  we 
had  lived  upon  fait  meat  (ince  we  left  Narnoka,  it  may  be 
eafily  imagined  that  no  (hark  was  ever  more  delicious  to 
our  tafte.  A  faint  breeze  fprung  up  at  night,  with  which 
wTe  proceeded  towards  the  land  once  more.  We  difcerned 
a  (ingle  rock  the  next  morning  lying  oft'  its  north  end,  at 
the  diftance  of  a  few  leagues ;  and  as  we  approached,  found 
the  ifland  lefs  barren  than  we  had  at  firft  fuppofed.  To¬ 
wards  ten  o’clock,  we  were  moft  dreadfully  alarmed  by  a 
fire  in  the  (hip,  Confufton  and  horror  appeared  in  all  out¬ 
faces. 
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faces,  at  the  bare  mention  of  it ;  and  it  was  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  proper  meafures  were  takep  to  flop  its  progrefs  :  for  in 
thefe  moments  of  danger,  few  are  able  to  collect  their  fa¬ 
culties,  and  to  aft  with  cool  deliberation.  The  mind  which 
unexpected  and  imminent  danger  cannot  ruffle  for  a  time,  is 
one  of  the  fcarceft  phenomena  in  human  nature  ;  no  won¬ 
der  then,  that  it  was  not  to  "be  met  with  among  the  fmall 
number  of  perfons  to  whom  the  fflip  was  entrufted.  To  be 
on  board  of  a  fliip  on  fire,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  moft  trying 
fituations  that  can  be  imagined  ;  a  ftorm  itfelf,  on  a  danger¬ 
ous  coaft,  is  lefs  dreadful,  as  it  does  not  fo  entirely  preclude 
all  hopes  of  efcaping  with  life.  Providentially,  the  fire  of 
this  day  was  very  trifling,  and  extinguifhed  in  a  few  mo¬ 
ments.  Our  fears  fuggefted  that  it  was  in  the  fail-room  ; 
but  we  foon  found,  that  a  piece  of  Taheitee  cloth,  carelefsly 
laid  near  the  lamp  in  the  fteward’s  room,  had  taken  fire, 
and  raifed  a  quantity  of  fmoke,  which  gave  the  alarm.  In 
proportion  as  we  advanced  towards  the  land,  we  difcerned 
fine  woods  upon  it,  interfperfed  with  glades  and  plantations 
on  the  very  fummitsof  the  hills.  A  number  of  coco-palms 
were  likewife  obferved  upon  it,  which  had  not  however  that 
noble  appearance,  by  which  we  diflipguiflied  them  in  other 
countries. 

In  the  afternoon  we  came  up  with  the  weft  fide  of  the 
ifland,  and  running  clofe  to  the  fhore,  we  obferved  feveral 
fmall  beaches,  at  the  foot  of  fleep  hills,  covered  with  plan¬ 
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tations.  Thefe  chiefly  confided  of  bananas,  and  were  con¬ 
fined  in  neat  enclofures,  near  which  we  alfo  noticed  feve- 
ral  houfes  like  fheds.  Thirty  or  forty  natives  were  feen 
running  along  the  fhore,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  as 
well  as  fpears.  They  looked  very  fwarthy  at  a  didance, 
and  refembled  the  people  of  Mallicollo.  Some  women 
were  obferved  among  them,  who  wore  a  kind  of  petticoat, 
apparently  made  of  leaves  and  draw,  which  defcended  to 
the  mid  leg,  or  fometimes  nearly  to  the  ancles  ;  the  men  on 
the  contrary  were  naked,  like  the  Mallicollefe.  We  en¬ 
tered  a  kind  of  open  bay,  where  the  natives  of  both  fexes 
waded  a  good  way  into  the  water,  and  called  to  us,  to  all 
appearance,  with  very  friendly  gedures.  We  dood  acrofs 
the  bay,  where  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  anchor.  It 
was  growing  dark  when  we  opened  the  fouthernmod  point, 
and  faw  the  coad  dretching  to  the  ead.  As  the  wind  was 
falling  again,  we  did  not  attempt  to  dand  in  fhore  any 
longer,  but  rather  endeavoured  to  keep  off  during  night, 
for  fear  of  being  fet  towards  it  by  the  current.  Every 
morning  and  evening,  at  fun-rife  and  fun-fer,  our  failors 
wafhed  the  decks  from  one  end  to  the  other,  to  prevent 
the  heat  from  drying  them  up  too  much,  and  making 
them  leaky.  This  evening  one  of  the  marines,  who  was 
drawing  water  on  the  fhip’s  fide,  for  this  purpofe,  had  the 
misfortune  to  fall  over-board.  He  was  not  able  to  fwim  ; 
however,  by  bringing  the  fhip  to  indantly,  and  throwing  a 
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number  of  ropes  over-board,  one  of  which  he  feized,  we 
fucceeded  in  our  endeavours  to  fave  him.  The  poor  fellow 
was  immediately  conduced  between  decks,  by  his  com¬ 
rades  the  marines,  being  much  weakened  by  the  efforts 
he  had  made  to  fave  himfelf  by  keeping  fall  hold  of  the 
rope,  as  well  as  the  fudden  fear  of  death.  They  fhifted 
his  clothes,  and  gave  him  a  dram  or  two  of  brandy  to 
revive  the  animal  fpirits,  treating  him  with  peculiar  ten- 
dernefs,  the  refult  of  an  efprit  du  corps ,  to  which  failors  are 
at  prefent  utter  Grangers. 

The  calms  which  had  fo  long  perfecuted  us,  were  not 
yet  at  an  end.  Our  fhip  lay  like  a  log  on  the  water  all 
night,  and  the  next  day  being  gradually  drifted  into  the  bay 
which  we  had  palled  the  day  before,  the  boats  were  hoifted 
out,  and  fent  in  queft  of  anchorage.  They  had  no  foundings 
till  they  came  near  the  Ihore,  but  there  had  found  twenty 
fathom,  at  the  diltance  of  three  cables  lengths  (fix  hundred 
yards.)  The  natives  were  feen  running  to  the  beach  again,  but 
our  people  held  no  converfe  with  them  ;  for  captain  Cook 
feeing  a  breeze  fpring  up,  made  the  fignal  for  them  to 
return,  and  hoifted  them  in  again.  The  cannon  which  was 
fired  on  the  occafion,  feemed  to  have  no  particular  effect  on 
the  natives,  who  were  doubtlefs  utterly  unacquainted  with 
our  arms,  and  with  Europeans. 

We  failed  round  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  ifiand,  and  in  the 
morning  advanced  towards  the  finglc  rock,  which  we  had 

noticed 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


251 


noticed  before.  A  very  remarkable  mountain  with  a 
double  fummit,  which  had  fome  refcmblance  to  a  faddle, 
lay  on  the  ifland  juft;  abreaft  of  this  rock,  and  feemed  to  be 
of  great  height,  even  though  the  reft  of  the  ifland  had  a 
confiderable  elevation.  The  detached  rock  appeared  to  be 
covered  with  wood,  and  our  fhip  being  greatly  in  want  of 
fuel,  two  boats  were  hoifled  out  and  fent  towards  it.  The 
hopes  of  making  fome  botanical  acquifitions,  engaged  us  to 
embark  in  one  of  thefe  boats.  The  diftance  which  had 
been  fuppofed  trifling,  was  found  to  be  near  five  miles  ;  but 
after  rowing  all  this  fpace,  we  were  wholly  difappointed. 
An  enormous  furf  broke  upon  the  rock  on  all  Tides,  which 
rendered  the  landing  abfolutely  impracticable.  In  vain  we 
rowed  all  round  it,  calling  many  a  longing  look  at  the 
verdure  and  trees  with  which  we  faw  it  covered.  A  large 
bat,  and  fome  fmall  birds  were  obferved  flying  through  its 
bullies  ;  and  a  number  of  fifli  fwam  among  the  broken 
rocks  ;  but  the  former  did  not  come  within  mufket-fhot, 
and  the  others  refufed  to  take  our  hooks.  Returning  back 
to  the  Ship  we  caught  a  water-fnake  ( coluber  laticaudatus,  Linn .) 
of  the  fame  fort  which  had  been  obferved  fo  plentiful  on 
one  of  the  low  ifles  off  Maria  Bay,  in  Tonga-Tabboo.  (See 
vol.  I,  p.  47  8.) 

After  returning  on  board,  a  gentle  breeze  fprung  up, 
and  we  flood  into  a  kind  of  bay,  clofe  under  the  Saddle- 
peak,  to  the  vveftward  of  it.  We  came  in  towards  evening, 
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and  found  the  bay  very  extenfive,  above  eight  miles  wide,, 
but  not  above  two  deep.  The  Saddle  which  forms  a  kind 
of  peninfula,  lies  on  its  eaft  fide,  and  {belters  it  from  the 
trade-wind,  being  very  deep  towards  the  point,  but  gra¬ 
dually  {loping  into  leffer  hills  towards  the  bottom  of  the 
bay.  Every  part  of  the  fhore  was  well  cultivated  between 
the  wild  groves  ;  and  every  plantation  feemed  to  be  en- 
clofed  in  very  neat  fences  of  reed,  exactly  refembling  thofe 
which  we  had  obferved  at  the  Friendly  Ifles.  We  dropped 
an  anchor  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  ftiore,  having  a 
low  point  a-head  of  us,  behind  which  there  appeared  to  be 
a  harbour.  The  natives  lined  the  fliore  in  great  crouds  ; 
fome  of  them  fwam  off,  and  came  within  hail,  but  no- 
nearer ;  crying  out  and  fcreaming  aloud  to  us.  They  ap¬ 
peared  at  a  diilance  to  refcmble  the  Mallicollefe,  and  were 
fwarthy  j  one  of  them  however,  had  reddifh  hair,  and  was 
fairer  than  the  reft.  It  was  remarkable  that  not  a  {ingle 
canoe  appeared,  either  on  the  water,  or  hauled  afhore  j 
though  we  can  hardly  fuppofe  fo  fine  an  ifland  to  be  defii- 
tute  of  boats.  As  it  was  growing  dark,  all  the  fwimmers 
returned  to  the  fliore,  and  made  feveral  fires  in  their  plan¬ 
tations.  Our  provifion  of  frefh  water  being  very  low,  and 
that  which  we  filled  at  Namoka  being  very  bad,  we  re¬ 
joiced  to  have  found  a  place,  where  the  appearance  of  the 
country,  gave  us  the  greatefl  hopes  of  meeting  with  a  frefli 
fupply,  not  only  of  this  neceflary  article,  but  of  all  forts 
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of  refrelhments.  All  thofe  who  had  been  poifoned  by  the 
red  fi£h  at  Mallicollo,  were  not  yet  wholly  recovered,  but 
felt  their  pains  returning  every  night,  their  teeth  lofe,  and 
their  gums  and  palate  excoriated.  They  likewife  hoped  to 
get  rid  of  the  remains  of  their  tedious  ficknefs,  by  making 
fome  flay  on  this  illand,  and  recruiting  their  ftrength  with 
wholefome  frelh  food,  to  which  they  had  long  been  (1  ran¬ 
gers.  But  all  our  expectations  proved  abortive  and  pre¬ 
mature. 

Early  in  the  morning,  captain  Cook  ordered  two  boats 
to  be  properly  armed  and  manned,  and  commanding  hiim 
felf  in  one,  and  entrufting  the  other  to  the  care  of  the  mailer, 
went  in  fearch  of  a  convenient  watering-place.  He  fir  11 
rowed  towards  the  lliore  direCtly  abrealt  of  the  fhip,  where 
a  number  of  natives  not  lefs  than  fixty,  were  alfembled  on 
the  beach.  As  foon  as  he  was  near  the  lliore,  fome  of  the 
natives  came  into  the  water,  round  the  boats,  where  the 
captain  didributed  to  them  nails,  medals,  Taheitee  cloth, 
&c.  with  which  they  feemed  vallly  delighted.  He  foon 
put  off,  and  rowed  along  the  Ihore,  more  ahead  of  the 
lhip,  round  the  low  point  which  I  have  already  mentioned,, 
the  natives  running  along  in  the  fame  dire&ion.  The 
boats  having  got  round  the  point,  which  might,  be  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  off,  continued  out  of  fight  near 
an  hour.  In  the  mean  time,  the.  natives  were  obferved 
running  towards  the  point  from  all  parts,  whillt  a  great 
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august,  number  fat  down  oppofite  the  fhip,  gazing  at  it  with  the 
greateft  attention.  At  once  we  heard  the  difcharge  of 
fome  mufkets,  and  an  irregular  fire  kept  up  for  fome 
time.  Upon  this  alarm,  another  boat  was  inftantly  equip¬ 
ped,  and  fent  to  the  aftiftance  of  the  former,  and  a  fwivel 
Riot  directed  over  the  point.  A  great  gun  was  likewife 
brought  upon  the  fore-caflle,  and  fired  off  towards  the 
lulls.  This  ft  ruck  a  panic  into  the  inhabitants  in  our 
fight,  who  all  haftened  to  fereen  themfelves  in  the  bufhes  ; 
many  were  feen  running  out  of  the  plantations  on  the  hills, 
roufed  by  the  found,  and  hurrying  away  again,  as  foon 
as  they  beheld  their  countrymen  put  to  flight.  We  alfo 
faw  feveral  dragging  a  dead  or  wounded  man  up  one  of 
the  hills,  from  the  place  where  we  heard  the  fire  of  our 
boats.  In  a  little  time  the  captain  returned  in  one  boar, 
while  the  two  others  continued  to  found  in  the  bay.  One 
of  our  feamen  was  brought  into  the  fhip  with  a  wound  in 
the  cheek  and  another  in  the  wrift  ;  and  we  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  from  captain  Cook  and  thofe  who  accom¬ 
panied  him,  concerning  this  unfortunate  attack.  The  boats 
had  no  fooner  rowed  round  the  point  than  they  found  a 
good  landing-place,  where  the  captain  and  another  perfon 
ftepped  afhore.  He  found  feveral  hundred  natives  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows,  clubs,  and  long  fpears.  Their  fta- 
ture  was  of  the  middle  fize,  and  much  fuperior  to  that  of 
the  Mallicollefe ;  they  were  indeed  nearly  of  the  fame 
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fwarthy  hue,  but  better  limbed  and  better  featured.  They 
went  dark  naked,  with  a  rope  only  about  the  middle,  and 
were  for  the  reft  to  the  fall  as  indecent  in  the  eyes  of 
Europeans  as  the  Mallicollefe.  Black  paint  and  ruddle  were 
likewife  not  fpared  on  fome  of  their  faces  ;  their  hair  was 
black,  very  curly  or  frizzled,  but  not  woolly  in  all  perfons 
alike,  and  in  a  great  quantity.  Some,  however,  had  reddifti 
hair,  and  all  had  ftrong  black  beards. 

Captain  Cook  began  with  diftributing  prefents  to  fevcral 
of  the  natives,  and  particularly  to  a  man  who  appeared  to 
have  fome  authority  over  the  reft.  Having  exprefted  by 
ftgns  that  he  wanted  frefli  water  and  other  proviftons,  the 
chief  fent  away  fome  men,  and  continued  to  converfe  by 
ftgns.  In  a  fliort  time  the  men  returned,  bringing  a  hol¬ 
low  bamboo  filled  with  frefli  water,  a  few  coco-nuts,  and 
the  root  of  a  yam.  Our  people  underftood  from  their  ges¬ 
tures,  that  they  had  fetched  the  water  at  a  little  diftance, 
but  it  feemed  the  natives  were  not  inclined  to  let  them  walk 
thither  to  examine  it.  Their  numbers  encreafing  every 
moment,  the  captain  re-embarked,  and  ordered  his  boat  to 
be  puftied  off.  One  of  the  natives  immediately  feized  an 
oar,  but  another  took  it  out  of  his  hand  and  threw  it  back 
towards  the  boat.  Some  then  took  hold  of  the  gang-board, 
which  the  failors  had  neglecfted  to  fecure,  and  hauled  the 
boat  back  to  the  fliore,  whilft  others  came  into  the  water 
.  and 
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and  feized  the  boat  itfelf,  taking  out  two  other  oars.  The 
chief  Rood  near  the  boat,  and  feemed  to  direCt  this  whole 
manoeuvre.  Captain  Cook  levelled  his  mufket  at  the  na¬ 
tives,  but  here,  as  at  Savage  Ifland,  (fee  pag.  16  6.)  the  piece 
miffed  fire  feveral  times.  The  natives  feeing  him  take  aim, 

and  readily  conceiving  that  what  he  held  in  his  hand  was 

* 

a  weapon,  drew  their  bows  and  poifed  their  fpears.  A 
volley  of  arrows  was  directed  at  our  people,  and  feveral 
fpears  were  thrown  into  the  boat.  One  of  them,  without 
any  carving  and  perfectly  blunt,  wounded  a  feaman  in  the 
check.  Captain  Cook,  feeing  the  lives  of  his  people  in 
danger,  ordered  them  to  fire,  but  it  was  fome  time  before 
any  of  them  could  difcharge  their  mufkets.  The  firfi  dis¬ 
charge  killed  two  natives,  who  fell  clofe  to  the  boat.  The 
reft,  fiill  undifmayed,  ran  back  a  little  at  firfi,  but  return¬ 
ed  brifkly  to  the  charge,  throwing  Rones  and  fhooring 
arrows  at  our  people.  The  other  boat  likewife  fired  upon 
them,  but  only  two  or  three  of  their  mufkets  went  off  j 
however,  they  alfo  killed  and  wounded  fome  other  natives. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  though  the  befi  flints  are  to  be  had  in 
England,  and  though  government  allows  the  highefl  price 
for  them  to  the  contractors,  yet  are  our  troops  fupplied  with 
the  very  worfl  flints  by  thefe  people,  who  ufe  every  means 
to  amafs  a  fortune  at  the  expence  of  the  public.  Some  at¬ 
tention  ought  to  be  paid  to  an  article,  upon  which  the  lives 
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of  many  thoufand  fubjedts,  nay  often  the  fuccefs  of  engage¬ 
ments,  in  great  meafure  depends  *.  An  arrow  hit  the 
matter  on  the  naked  bread,  but  being  entirely  fpent,  it  did 
not  even  fetch  blood.  It  confided  of  a  reed,  armed  with  a 
long  point  of  black  wood,  which  was  jagged  or  bearded 
with  many  indentures  on  one  fide.  Some  of  the  natives 
who  were  wounded  crawled  upon  all  fours  into  the  butties. 
When  our  fwivels  and  cannon  were  fired  from  the  fliip,  the 
whole  croud  difperfed  ;  fome,  however,  hid  themfelves  be¬ 
hind  a  fandy  elevation,  which  ferved  as  a  bread-work,  from 
whence  they  continued  to  annoy  our  people,  who  for  fome 
time  amufed  themfelves  to  fire  at  them  as  often  as  their 

heads  appeared.  At  lad,  captain  Cook  feeing  a  third  boat 

% 

come  to  his  aflidance  returned  on  board,  and  ordered  the 
other  two  to  found  the  bay.  From  his  account  of  this 
unhappy  difpute,  Mr.  Hodges  has  invented  a  drawing,  which 
is  meant  as  a  reprefentation  of  his  interview  with  the  na¬ 
tives.  For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  entirely  perfuade  myfelf 
that  thefe  people  had  any  hodile  intentions  in  detaining  our 
boat.  The  levelling  of  a  mufket  at  them,  or  rather  at  their 
chief,  provoked  them  to  attack  our  crew.  On  our  part  this 

*  It  has  been  obferved  by  foreigners,  who  have  been  fpe&ators  of  military 
manoeuvres,  abroad  as  well  as  in  Hyde-Park,  -that  upon  a  company’s  firing  feve- 
ral  rounds,  fix  private  men  at  lead:  retire  behind  the  lines  to  draw  or  to  fire  their 
mufkets,  which  did  not  go  off  before.  This  fingular  circumftance  is  not  owing 
to  any  defe£t  in  the  locks,  but  to  the  badnefs  of  the  flints.  All  foreign  troops  are 
in  that  refpeiff  fuperior  to  the  Eritifli. 
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manoeuvre  was  equally  necelfary  ;  but  it  is  much  to  be  la¬ 
mented  that  the  voyages  of  Europeans  cannot  be  performed 
without  being  fatal  to  the  nations  whom  they  vifit. 

After  breakfaft  we  weighed  the  anchor,  and  prepared  to 
Rand  farther  into  the  bay,  our  boats  having  found  conve¬ 
nient  anchorage  nearer  to  the  watering-place.  All  the 
weftern  coaft  of  the  bay  was  covered  with  thoufands  of 
palms,  which  had  a  beautiful  effect,  and  appeared  to  be 
different  from  the  coco-palm.  We  foon  came  in  fight  of 
the  place  where  the  engagement  had  happened.  A  few  na*- 
tives  who  flood  here  and  there  on  the  fhore,  ran  into  the 
woods  on  feeing  the  fhip.  We  faw  the  two  oars  which  they 
had  taken  out  of  the  boat  fluck  in  the  ground  and  leaning 
on  the  bullies ;  but  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  fend  a  boat 
in  quell  of  them,  though  the  coaft  was  clear.  After  we 
had  entertained  hopes  of  coming  to  an  anchor  again  for 
fome  time,  the  captain  gave  orders  to  put  about,  and  flood 
to  the  eaftward  round  the  faddle-peak,  which  was  now  called 
Traitor’s  Head.  We  tacked  all  the  morning,  in  order  to 
weather  that  point,  but  could  not  accomplilh  it  till  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  opened  a  bay  immedi¬ 
ately  to  the  eaftward  of  it.  This  bay  extended  very  far 
inland,  and  feemed  to  contain  feveral  fnug  creeks  or  har¬ 
bours.  The  lands  on  both  fides  were  covered  with  the 
thickeft  woods,  which  had  a  moll  fertile  and  enchanting 
appearance.  To  the  fouth,  the  land  Hoped  very  gently,  of¬ 
fering 
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fering  a  fine  expofure  of  vaft  extent  almoft  wholly  culti¬ 
vated,  and  in  all  likelihood  rich  in  vegetable  productions. 
We  were  juft  abreaft  of  this  bay,  and  perhaps  in  doubt 
whether  we  fhould  not  go  in,  when  the  ifland  appeared  in 
fight  again  to  the  fouth,  which  we  had  already  difcovered 
on  the  28  th  of  July.  Captain  Cook  now  refolved  to  re- 
linquifh  the  nearer  ifland,  and  to  proceed  to  the  more  dis¬ 
tant  one,  in  order  to  leave  as  little  unexplored  as  poftible. 
The  breeze  was  very  frefh,  and  we  left  the  ifland  with  great 
rapidity.  It  is  fituated  in  1  8°  48'  fouth  latitude,  and  1  69° 
2.  o  eaft  longitude  *,  and  is  nearly  of  a  fquare  figure,  which 
meafures  at  leaft  30  leagues  in  circuit.  We  flood  foutherly 
towards  the  new  ifland,  with  ftudding  fails  fet,  which  had 
been  in  difufe  with  us  ever  fince  we  arrived  among  this 
group  of  ifles.  Several  fires  appeared  upon  the  ifland  at 
night,  one  of  which  blazed  up  from  time  to  time  like  the 
the  flame  of  a  volcano. 

At  day-break  we  faw  a  low  ifland  to  the  north-eaftward 

of  us,  having  pafled  clofe  to  it  during  the  night,  and  a  high 

■ 

one  nearly  eaft  of  us,  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or  nine 
leagues.  The  low  ifland  was  covered  with  coco-palms, 
but  we  could  not  determine  whether  it  confifted  of  a  circu¬ 
lar  reef  or  not.  The  large  ifland,  towards  which  we  flail 

*  We  have  given  it  the  name  of  Jrromanca,  for,  as  we  afterwards  learnt 
on  an  adjacent  ifland,  this  is  the  name  by  which  it  is  known  among  the  natives. 
See  the  next  chapter. 
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directed  our  courfe,  extended  from  N.  W.  to  S.  E.  and  con¬ 
fided  of  a  high  range  of  mountains.  Towards  the  fouthv 
eadern  extremity,  at  the  end  of  a  fecondary  range  of  hills, 
we  difeovered  a  volcano,  of  which  we  had  really  feen  the- 
fire  at  night.  It  was  a  low  hill,  much  lower  than  any  in 
the  fame  range,  and  of  a  conical  fhape,  with  a  crater  in* 
the  middle.  Its  colour  was  reddifh  brown,  confiding  of  a- 
heap  of  burnt  dones,  perfetdly  barren,  but  it  offered  a  very 
ftriking  fight  to  our  eyes.  A  column  of  heavy  fmoke  rofe 
up  from  time  to  time,  like  a  great  tree,  whofe  crown  gra¬ 
dually  fpread  as  it  afeended.  Every  time  that  a  new  co¬ 
lumn  of  fmoke  was  thus  thrown  up,  we  heard  a  very  deep* 
rumbling  found  like  thunder,  and  the  columns  followed 
each  other  at  very  fhort  intervals.  The  colour  of  the  fmoke 
was  not  always  the  famej  it  was  white  and  yellowifh  in 
general,  but  fometimes  of  a  dirty  reddifh  grey,  which  we 
fufpeded  to  be  partly  owing  to  the  fire  in  the  crater  which 
illuminated  the  fmoke  and  afhes.  The  whole  ifland,  except, 
the  volcano,  is  well  wooded,  and  contains  abundance  of 
fine  coco-palms  j  its  verdure,  even  at  this  feafon*  which 
was  the  winter  of  thefe  regions,  was  very  rich  and  beautiful.. 

After  eight  o’clock  we  hoided  out  our  boats,,  and  the 
mader  went  to  found  a  harbour,  which  appeared  in  view 
to  the  ead  of  the  volcano.  They  ran  in  very  fad,  and 
were  followed  by  two  canoes  of  the  natives,  which  put  off 
from  different  parts  of  the  coad  j  another  canoe  was  feen  at 

a  didance 
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a  diftance  failing  along  fhore.  In  a  little  time  they  made 
fignals  for  the  fhip  to  follow.  We  flood  on  into  the  har¬ 
bour,  which  has  a  narrow  entrance,  and  as  we  kept  a  man 
eonftantly  founding  in  the  chains,  we  were  greatly  alarmed 
when  our  foundings  fuddenly  decreafed  from  fix  fathom  to 
three  and  a  half ;  however,  an  inflant  afterwards  we  had 
four,  five,  and  more  fathoms.  It  appeared  that  we  had 
providentially  palled  over  a  rock  before  the  entrance,  on 
which  we  had  run  the  greateft  rifk  of  ftriking.  The  har¬ 
bour  was  a  fmall  fnug  bafon,  where  we  let  go  our  anchor 
in  four  fathom,  furrounded  by  a  number  of  natives  in 
their  canoes. 

This  was  the  only  anchorage  where  we  made  any  flay  in 
all  the  extenfive  clutter  of  iflands  which  we  had  now  dif- 
eovered.  We  provided  our  fhip  with  wood  and  water,  but 
did  not  obtain  any  refrefhments  worth  mentioning.  The 
principal  advantage  which  we  derived  from  putting  in  here, 
confifted  in  a  few  remarks  on  a  race  of  people,  in  a  great 
meafure  diftindf  from  all  the  tribes  which  were  known  to 
us  before.  But  while  we  were  entertained  with  various  new 
and  ftriking  objedts,  it  was  very  difagreeable  to  be  tanta¬ 
lized  with  the  fight  of  wholefome  vegetable  and  animal 
food,  with  which  the  natives  did  not  choofe  to  fupply  us. 


2  6  r 

1774- 

August. 


CHAP. 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


26-2 


1774- 

August. 


Friday  5. 


CHAP.  II. 

Account  of  our  flay  at  Tanna ,  and  departure  from  the  New  Hebrides. 


T  TAVING  brought  the  fhip  to  an  anchor,  we  were  well 
^  A  pleafed  to  fee  the  natives  coming  off  in  their  canoes 
from  different  parts  of  the  bay,  and  paddling  round  about 
us  at  a  little  diftance.  Their  behaviour  at  firft  was  very  ir- 
refolute;  though  all  were  armed  with  fpears,  clubs,  bows 
and  arrows.  One  or  two  came  clofe  to  us,  and  fent  a  yam, 

or  a  coco-nut,  upon  the  deck,  for  which  we  made  them 

•  *  • 

prefents  of  our  goods.  In  a  few  moments  the  number  of 
canoes  encreafed  to  feventeen  *,  fome  of  them  contained 
twenty-two  men ;  others  ten,  feven,  five,  and  the  fmalleft 
only  two;  fo  that  the  number  of  people  about  us  exceeded 
two  hundred.  They  pronounced  feveral  words  to  us  from 
time  to  time,  and  feemed  to  propofe  queflions ;  but  if  we 
uttered  a  word  of  the  Taheitee,  or  Mallicollo  dialeft,  they 
repeated  it,  without  feeming  to  have  the  lead  idea  of  it. 
By  degrees  they  were  familiarized  with  our  appearance, 
and  ventured  clofe  along  fide.  We  had  hung  a  net  over¬ 
board  aflern,  containing  fait  meat  for  dinner,  which  the  fea 
water  was  to  frefhen,  as  we  did  every  day  ;  one  of  the  na- 
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lives,  an  old  man,  feized  this  net,  and  was  about  to  detach 
it  j  but  being  called  to,  he  infiantly  defified.  However,  an¬ 
other  {hook  his  dart  at  us  upon  this  occafion,  and  Rill  an¬ 
other  adjufied  an  arrow  to  his  bow,  taking  aim  by  turns 
at  different  perfons  on  the  quarter-deck.  Captain  Cook 
imagined  that  the  difcharge  of  a  cannon  might  be  of  great' 
fervice,  to  prevent  any  unhappy  differences  with  the  na¬ 
tives,  by  apprizing  them  of  our  power.  He  made  fign 
accordingly  to  the  canoes-  to  paddle  afide,  in  order  to  keep 
clear  of  the  {hot.  ft  was  remarkable  that  they  were  not 
offended  by  this  fign,  which  had  the  air  of  authority,  but 
readily  dropped  aftern.  The  gun  was  fired  towards  the 
{hore,  and  the  two  hundred  people  leaped  out  of  their 
canoes  into  the  fea  in  the  fame  inflant.  Only  a  fingle 
young  man,  very  well  made,  and  of  a  very  open  friendly 
countenance,  remained  {landing  in  his  canoe,  without  the 
leafl  marks  of  furprize  or  fear,  but  looking  with  a  mixture 
of  mirth  and  contempt  at  his  affrighted  countrymen.  They 
prefently  recovered  their  Ration  in  their  canoes,  and  feeing- 
no  ill  confequences  had  enfued  after  our  bravado,  converfed  : 
very  loud  with  each  other,  and  feemed  to  laugh  at  their 
own  fears.  They  kept  off  however  at  a  little  difiance,  and 
did  not  fhew  any  hoflile  inclinations. 

Captain  Cook  did  not  like  the  {hip’s  birth,  but  refolved 
to  carry  her  deeper  into  the  bay.  To  that  purpofe,  a  boat 
was  fent  off  with  an  anchor,  and  our  people  proceeded  in 

their 
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their  operation  without  being  molefted.  The  buoy,  how¬ 
ever,  which  belonged  to  our  firft  anchor,  appeared  fo  tempt¬ 
ing,  that  an  old  Indian,  who  was  quite  bald,  put  off  in  his 
canoe,  and  endeavoured  to  carry  it  away,  at  firft  by  towing 
it,  but  afterwards  by  detaching  it  from  its  rope.  As  foon 
as  we  perceived  that  he  was  ferioufly  at  work  about  it, 
captain  Cook  called  to  him  to  defift,  but  he  was  not  able  fo 
much  as  to  divert  his  attention.  The  captain  fired  a 
mufket  loaded  with  fmall  fliot  at  him ;  and  fome  of  the  fhot 
having  ftruck  him,  he  immediately  threw  the  buoy  out  of 
his  canoe.  A  few  moments  after,  however,  feeling  himfelf 
very  little  hurt,  he  returned  once  more  to  complete  his 
former  undertaking.  A  mufket,  with  a  ball,  was  now  fired 
rather  fhort  of  him  into  the  fea  ;  upon  this  he  left  the  buoy, 
and  came  long  fide  to  prefent  us  with  a  coco-nut.  There 
was  fomething  bold  and  generous  in  his  behaviour,  which 
I  think  plainly  indicated,  that  he  offered  us  his  friendfhip, 
after  making  trial  of  our  fpirit.  Our  boat  having  laid  the 
anchor  in  the  ground  with  another  buoy,  came  on  board, 
and  we  began  to  warp  in  by  it.  The  buoy  tempted  another 
native,  notwithftanding  the  correction  which  his  country¬ 
man  had  received.  He  was  afraid  of  taking  it  up  ;  but 
paddled  feveral  times  towards  it,  and  as  often  turned  back 
again.  At  laft  the  temptation  prevailed,  and  he  began  to 
haul  it  into  his  canoe.  A  large  mufketoon  was  fired  at  him, 
and  the  ball  fell  clofe  to  him,  ftriking  the  water  feveral 
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times,  and  at  lafl  dropping  on  the  beach.  A  number  Oi 
people  flood  near  the  place,  and  immediately  ran  off;  but 
the  man  in  the  canoe  returned  again  to  the  buoy.  Another 
mufketoon,  a  fwivel,  and  lafl  of  all  a  cannon  were  fired, 
which  terrified  him  and  all  the  natives  both  on  the  water 
and  on  fhore,  without  doing  them  any  hurt. 

We  brought  the  ihip  deeper  into  the  bay,  after  this  little 
difturbance  ;  but  in  warping  her  in,  flie  flruck  aground  fe- 
veral  times,  being  drawn  out  of  the  deep  channel.  "The 
water  was  very  fmooth,  and  the  bottom  covered  with  mud, 
fo  that  (he  could  receive  no  material  damage,  and  the  fault 
was  eafily  redreffed.  We  then  went  to  dinner  very  quietly, 
and  afterwards  proceeded  to  the  beach  in  three  boats,  well 
manned,  efpecially  by  all  our  marines.  The  opportunity 
feemed  very  favourable,  as  the  number  of  natives  in  fight 
was  very  fmall,  and  not  likely  to  give  us  any  trouble.  A 
few  of  them,  who  were  feated  in  the  grafs  along  the  beach, 
ran  off  upon  our  landing,  but  returned  as  foon  as  we 
beckoned  to  them.  On  our  left,  or  to  the  weftward,  we 
faw  a  body  of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty,  well  armed,  who 

advanced  towards  us  with  the  green  branches  of  coco-palm, 

« 

which  they  prefented  us  in  fign  of  peace.  We  diftributed 
medals,  Taheitee  cloth,  and  iron  ware,  to  conciliate  their 
good  will;  and  afterwards  exchanged  thefe  articles  for  a 
few  coco-nuts  which  they  brought  us,  after  we  had  pointed 
to  the  trees,  and  made  our  wants  intelligible  by  different 

Vol.  II.  Mm  geftures. 
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geftures.  One  of  our  firfl  requefls  was,  that  they  fhould 
fit  down  ;  which  was  imperfe&ly  complied  with :  another, 
that  they  fhould  not  tranfgrefs  a  line  which  we  drew  on 
the  fand  ;  and  to  this  they  readily  affented.  We  prefently 
found  a  pond  of  very  palatable  frefh  water,  and  made  figns 
to  the  natives,  that  we  came  to  provide  ourfelves  from 
thence,  and  that  we  alfo  defired  leave  to  cut  fome  trees. 
They  immediately  pointed  out  feveral  wild  trees  which  we 
might  cut,  only  excepting  the  coco-palms,  of  which  innu¬ 
merable  quantities  covered  the  fhore.  We  filled  two  fmall 
barrels  with  water,  and  cut  down  a  few  trees,  to  fhew  in 
what  manner  we  intended  to  proceed  j  and  the  natives  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  Satisfied.  Our  marines  were  however  drawn 
up,  and  the  lead  motion  they  made  fo  terrified  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  that  they  ran  off  to  a  confiderable  diflance,  only  a  few 
old  men  remaining  near  us.  We  defired  them  to  lay  down 
their  arms  ;  and  even  in  this  demand,  which  was  in  itfelfun- 
reafonable,  the  greateft  part  acquiefced.  Their  flature  was 
of  the  middle  fize,  and  their  perfons  infinitely  flronger,  and 
better  proportioned,  than  thofe  of  the  Mallicollefe.  Their 
colour  was  a  dark  or  chefnut  brown,  with  a  very 
fwarthy  mixture.  Like  the  natives  of  Mallicollo,  they  went 
dark  naked,  having  only  a  firing  round  the  belly,  which 
did  not  cut  their  body  in  fuch  a  fhocking  manner,  as  we 
had  obferved  at  that  ifland.  We  faw  fome  women  at  a  dif¬ 
iance,  who  did  not  feem  to  be  fo  ugly  as  thofe  of  Mallicollo, 

and 
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and  wore  a  Rind  of  petticoat,  whicli  defeenoed  below  toe 
knee.  Two  girls  had  each  a  long  fpear  in  their  hand,  but 
did  not  venture  nearer  than  the  red.  We  colle&ed  a  num¬ 
ber  of  words  from  thefe  people,  among  which,  far  the 
greated  part  were  entirely  new  to  us;  but  fometimes  they 
exprefled  the  fame  idea  by  two  words,  one  of  which  wa  i 
new,  and  the  other  correfponded  with  the  language  of  the 
Friendly  Idands  ;  from  whence  we  had  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  they  have  fome  neighbours  of  the  other  race,  who 
fpeak  that  language.  They  alfo  told  us,  that  they  call 
their  own  ifland  Tanna,  a  word  which  lignines  1  earth  in 
the  Malay  language.  This  lad  we  looked  upon  as  a  gieat 
acquidtion  ;  for  the  indigenous  name  of  a  countiy  is  alway  s 
permanent.  We  made  but  a  fhort  day  among  thefe  peo¬ 
ple,  and  returned  on  board  as  foon  as  we  had  filled  our 
calks.  We  now  thought  the  peace  concluded,  and  every 
difficulty  conquered  ;  but  we  found  matters  in  a  veiy  dif¬ 
ferent  fituation  the  next  morning.  Our  intercom fe  with 
them  had  hitherto  been  peaceable,  becaufe  they  did  not 
feel  themfelves  a  match  for  us ;  but  it  ieems  they  were  veiy 
far  from  purpoling  to  give  us  free  admittance  into  their 
country.  They  looked  upon  us  as  invaders,  and  appeared 
jealous  of  their  property,  and  refolved  to  defend  it. 

We  faw  the  dame  of  the  volcano  in  the  evening,  blazing 
up,  with  an  explodon  once  in  dve  minutes  or  thereabouts. 
The  tranfaedions  of  the  day  prevented  my  fpeaking  of  this 

M  m  a  wonderful 
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August,  wonderful  phenomenon,  though  it  was  in  continual  agita¬ 
tion.  Some  of  the  explofions  refembled  very  violent  claps 
of  thunder,  and  a  rumbling  noife  continued  for  half  a  mi* 
nute  together.  The  whole  air  was  filled  with  fmoky  parti¬ 
cles  and  with  allies,  which  occafioned  much  pain  when  they 
fell  into  the  eye.  The  decks,  rigging,  and  all  parts  of  the 

* 

fliip  were  covered  with  black  flierl  allies  in  the  fpace  of  a 
few  hours,  and  the  fame  fand,  mixed  with  fmall  cinders 
and  pumice  Rones,  covered  the  fea-lhore.  The  diRance  of 
this  volcano  from  our  harbour  was  five  or  fix  miles  ;  but 
feveral  hills  lay  between,  fo  that  we  only  faw  its  fummir,. 
which  threw  up  the  fmoke  from  a  crater,  confiding  of  feve*- 
ral  ragged  points. 

Saturday  6.  Early  in  the  morning,  the  fhip  was  moored  Rill  more 
conveniently  and  nearer  to  the  fhore.  The  natives  appear¬ 
ed  at  fun-rife  coming  out  of  their  groves  and  confulting  to¬ 
gether  on  the  beach.  In  order  to  make  the  fequel  more 
intelligible,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  give  a  flight  Iketch  of  the 
appearance  of  the  country  which  enclofed  the  harbour. 
The  point  which  forms  its  eaflern  fhore  is  very  low  and 
flat,  but  prefently  rifes  into  a  level  hill,  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  yards  high,,  which  is  wholly  laid  out  in  plantationsk 
This  encompafles  the  eaflern  and  fouthern  fhore  of  the  bay,, 
being  near  three  miles  long,  and  extending  feveral  miles  in-  ' 
land  to  the  fea  on  the  other  fide.  Where  this  flat  hill,  ends, 
a  fine  plain  covered  with  planttaions  runs  to  the  fouthward, 
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bounded  by  feveral  ranges  of  pleafant  hills,  of  which  the 
neared  are  of  eafy  afcent.  To  the  wed  this  plain,  as  well 
as  the  whole  bay  itfelf,  is  enclofed  by  a  deep  hill,  three  or 
four  hundred  yards  high,  which  is  nearly  perpendicular  in 
mod  places.  A  narrow  beach  of  large  broken  fhingles  and 
dones  runs  along  the  wedern  fhore,  but  a  perpendicular 
rock  feparates  it  from  the  fouthern  beach.  This  lad  is  very 
broad,  and  confifts  of  a  firm  black  fand  ;  it  bounds  the 
plain,  and  is  the  fame  where  we  cut  wood  and  filled  our 
calks  with  water.  A  beach  of  coral  rock  and  fhell  fand 
continues  from  thence  along  the  foot  of  the  flat  hill  quite 
to  the  eaflern  point  of  the  harbour.  The  flat  hill  does  not 
lie  clofe  to  this  beach,  but  a  fpace  of  level  land,  thirty  or 
forty  yards  wide,  covered  with  groves  of  palms,  extends  to 
its  foot.  The  whole  fouth-eafl  corner  of  the  bay  is  filled 
with  a  flat  reef  of  coral,  which  is  overflowed  at  low  water. 

A  few  canoes  put  off  one  by  one  from  the  fhore,  and 
each  brought  a  coco-nut  or  two  and  a  clufler  of  bananas 
for  fale,  which  they  readily  exchanged  for  Taheitee  cloth. 
As  foon  as  the  natives  in  them  had  difpofed  of  their  cargo, 
they  returned  to  the  fhore  and  brought  off  another.  One 
of  them  offered  captain  Cook  his  club,  and,  having  agreed 
to  take  a  piece  of  cloth  for  it,  it  was  let  down  into  his  ca¬ 
noe.  However,  he  bad  no  fooner  received  this  cloth,  than 
he  took  no  farther  trouble  to  fulfil  his  agreement.  The 
captain  fpoke  to  him  feveral  times,  by  fuch  figna  as  the 

man; 
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man  feemed  to  underfland,  but  all  in  vain ;  a  mulket, 
charged  with  fmall  (hot  was  fired  into  his  face,  upon  which 
he,  and  two  men  who  were  with  him,  betook  thenafelves  to 
paddling  with  the  greateft  agility.  Their  canoe  was  pur- 
fued  from  deck  by  feveral  (hot  from  the  (hip’s  mufketoons; 
one  of  them  fell  fo  near  them,  and  rebounded  fo  often  from 
the  water,  that  they  all  jumped  into  the  fea  and  fwam 
afliore.  A  great  concourfe  of  natives  was  prefently  observ¬ 
ed  near  the  fpot  where  they  landed,  to  whom  they  probably 
related  their  fiory.  A  few  minutes  after,  a  fingle  man  came 
off  to  us  in  a  canoe,  with  fome  fugar-canes,  coco-nuts,  and 
yams.  He  was  an  old  man,  of  a  low  fiature,  but  had  a 
very  friendly  countenance,  which  announced  his  good  dif- 
pofition.  He  had  been  a&ive  the  preceding  afternoon  to 
preferve  the  peace  with  our  people,  and  his  arrival  was 
therefore  the  more  acceptable  to  us.  Captain  Cook  made 
him  a  prefent  of  a  complete  drefs  of  the  bed  red  Taheitee 
cloth,  with  which  the  old  man  was  highly  pleafed.  He  had 
in  his  canoe  two  large  clubs,  none  of  thefe  people  ever  go¬ 
ing  without  arms  ;  but  captain  Cook,  being  in  one  of  our 
boats  along  fide,  took  them  out  and  threw  them  into  the 
fea,  making  figns  to  the  man,  that  all  his  countrymen  on 
(bore  (hould  lay  down  their  arms.  The  old  fellow  liked 
this  propofal  exceedingly,  and  feeming  entirely  contented 
with  the  lofs  of  his  clubs,  returned  to  the  (hore,  where  we 
ob  Served  him  parading  for  fome  time  in  his  new  -drefs. 

Vaft 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


271 


Vafl  numbers  of  people  were  now  feen  aflembling  on  the 
beach  from  all  quarters  of  the,  ifland,  but  far  the  greateft 
part  came  down  from  the  fteep  hill  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
bay.  The  bufties  and  groves  on  the  plain  were  filled  with 
men,  of  whom  none  went  without  arms.  Towards  nine 
o’clock,  having  fixed  a  fprrng  on  the  cable,  we  prepared  to 
land  in  the  launch  and  two  other  boats,  with  all  our  ma¬ 
rines  and  a  party  of  feamen  well  armed.  As  foon  as  the 
natives  faw  our  boats  coming,  they  haftened  out  of  the 
bufties  on  the  beach,  and  formed  chiefly  in  two  large  bo¬ 
dies,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  watering-place.  That  on  the 
weft  fide  was  by  far  the  moft  confiderable,  confiding  of  no 
lefs  than  feven  hundred  men,  in  a  compact  body,  who 
feemed  prepared  for  aeftion.  On  the  eaft  fide  we  guefled 
there  might  be  about  two  hundred  men,  who,  though  equal¬ 
ly  well  armed,  had  however  a  more  peaceable  look.  In  the 
middle,  between  them,  flood  the  little  old  man  who  had 
been  with  us  juft  before,  and  two  other  natives.  Thefe 
three  were  unarmed,  and  had  laid  a  heap  of  bananas  on 
the  beach.  Having  approached  within  twenty  yards  of  the 
beach,  captain  Cook  called  to  the  natives,  and  made  figns 
for  them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  to  recede  from  the 
beach.  But  of  this  demand  they  took  no  manner  of  no¬ 
tice,  perhaps  thinking  it  abfurd  and  unjuft  that  a  few 
ftrangers  fliould  prefcribe  laws  to  them  on  their  own 
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the  two  bodies  of  natives,  and  to  expofe  ourfelves  to  an  at¬ 
tack  in  which  many  of.  thefe  innocent  people,  and  perhaps 
Lome  of  us,  might  have  been  killed,  captain  Cook  ordered 
a  mufket-ball  to  be  fired  over  their  heads,  in  order,  if  pof- 
fible  to  frighten  them  away.  Indeed,  the  whole  body  was 
immediately  in  motion  at  the  found  ;  but,  foon  recovering 
from  their  furprize,  the  greateft  number  flood  their  ground. 
One  of  them,  Handing  clofe  to  the  water’s  edge,  was  fo  bold 
as  to  turn  his  pofleriors  towards  us,  and  flap  them  with 
his  hand,  which  is  the  ufual  challenge  with  all  the  nations 
of  the  South  Sea.  Captain  Cook  ordered  another  mufket  to 
be  fhot  into  the  air,  and,  at  this  fignal,  the  fhip  played  her 
whole  artillery,  confiding  of  five  four-pounders,  two  fwivels, 
and  four  mufketoons.  The  balls  whiffled  over  our  heads, 
and  making  fome  havock  among  the  coco-palms,  had  the 
defired  effetft,  and  entirely  cleared  the  beach  in  a  few  mo¬ 
ments.  Only  our  old  peace  maker,  with  his  two  friends, 
remained  unconcerned  near  his  pile  of  fruit,  which  he  pre- 
fented  to  the  captain  as  foon  as  he  had  landed,  at  the  fame 
time  defiring  him  not  to  flioot  any  longer.  An  interefting 
picture,  reprefenting  this  landing  at  Tanna,  compofed  by 
Mr.  Hodges,  with  great  ingenuity,  has  been  engraved  for 
captain  Cook’s  account  of  this  voyage.  It  is  one  of  thofe 
pieces  in  which  the  fkill  of  that  able  ai tilt  is  difplayed  in 
its  full  force. 


Our 
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Our  firft  care  was  to  draw  up  the  marines  in  two  lines, 
to  guard  the  waterers.  Stakes  were  driven  into  the  ground 
on  both  fides,  and  ropes  fattened  to  them,  leaving  a  fpace 
of  fifty  or  fixty  yards  clear,  for  our  people  to  pafs  and 
repafs  unmolefted.  By  degrees  they  ventured  out  of  the 
butties,  and  came  upon  the  beach,  where  we  made  figns  to 
them  not  to  tranfgrefs  our  lines,  which  none  of  them  at¬ 
tempted.  The  captain  once  more  repeated  his  figns,  that 
they  fhould  lay  down  their  arms  ;  thofe  on  the  weft  did 
not  attend  to  them,  but  the  other  party,  who  were  in  fome 
meafure  connected  with  our  old  friend,  complied  for  the 
greateft  part.  The  old  man  told  us  his  name,  which  was 
Paw-yangom,  and  was  permitted  to  ftay  within  the  lines 
if  he  chofe. 

We  now  endeavoured  to  advance  into  the  woods  in  queft 
of  plants,  but  we  had  not  got  twenty  yards,  before  we  faw 
numbers  of  natives  behind  every  bufh,  who  kept  up  a  com¬ 
munication  between  the  two  parties  on  the  beach.  It  was 
therefore  impoftible  to  make  any  great  acquilitions  at  firft, 
and  we  contented  ourfelves  with  two  or  three  new  fpecies. 
With  thefe  we  returned  on  the  beach,  and  by  endeavouring 
to  converfe  with  the  party  on  our  left  (to  the  eaft  of  us) 
filled  our  vocabularies  with  many  words  of  their  language. 
We  often  offered  to  purchafe  their  arms,  but  they  con- 
ftantly  refufed  to  part  with  them.  However,  one  of  them 
difpofed  of  a  cylindrical  piece  of  alabafter,  two  inches  long, 
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which  he  wore  as  a  nofe-jewel.  Before  he  delivered  it, 
he  wafhed  it  in  the  fea,  whether  from  a  principle  of  clean- 
linefs,  or  not,  we  cannot  determine.  During  the  whore 
time  of  our  Ray  on  fliore  this  morning,  the  natives  did  not 
attempt  to  moled  or  attack  us ;  and  thofe  on  our  left  Teemed 
very  well  difpofed,  and  gave  us  hopes,  that  we  might  eRa- 
blifli  a  friendly  intercourfe  with  them  in  a  fhort  time.  As 
we  now  faw  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland 
aflembled,  we  had  the  bell  opportunity  of  forming  an 
adequate  idea  of  their  general  habit  of  body,  their  drefs. 
and  arms.  They  are  of  the  middle-fized  ftature,  but  many 
among  them  may  be  reckoned  tall.  Their  limbs  are  well 
made,  and  rather  Render  ;  fome  are  likewife  very  Rout  and 
Rrong ;  but  thofe  beautiful  outlines,  which  are  fo  frequent 
among  the  people  of  the  Society  and  Friendly  IRands,  and 
of  the  Marquefas,  are  rarely  to  be  met  with  at  Tanna. 
I  did  not  obferve  one  Angle  corpulent  man  among  them 
all  are  aftive,  and  full  of  fpirit.  Their  features  are  large,, 
the  nofe  broad,  but  the  eyes  full,  and  in  general  agreeable. 
MoR  of  them  have  an  open,  manly,  and  good-natured 
air,  though  fome  may  likewife  be  found,  as  in  other  na¬ 
tions,  whofe  countenance  betrays  malevolence.  The  colour 
of  their  hair  is  black  j  however,  we  obferved  fome  which 
had  brown  or  yellowifh  tips.  It  grew  very  thick  and 
bufhy,  and  in  generally  frizzled  ;  but  in  a  few  individuals, 
it  Rill  preferved  a  degree  of  woollinefs.  The  beard  is  like¬ 
wife 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  275 

wife  thick,  black,  and  frizzled.  The  colour  of  their  whole 
body  is  a  dark  chefnut  brown,  which  is  frequently  mixed 
with  a  blackifh  hue,  fo  that  it  appears  at  firft  fight,  as  if  it 
were  fullied  with  foot  ;  and  their  fkin  is  extremely  foft  to 
the  touch,  as  is  obferved  to  be  the  cafe  with  Negroes.  They 
almoft  go  perfectly  naked ;  but,  true  to  the  general  charac- 
t'eriflic  of  mankind,  wear  feveral  forts  of  ornaments.  They 
drefs  their  hair  after  the  following  method :  they  take  a 
quantity,  not  exceeding  a  pigeon’s  quill  in  thicknefs,  and 
wrap  it  in  a  thin  thread  or  ribbon,  made  of  the  ftalk  of  a 
bindweed,  fo  that  only  a  fmall  tuft  remains  at  the  end. 

All  the  hair  on  the  head  is  difpofed  exa&ly  in  the  fame 
manner,  fo  that  they  have  feveral  hundred  queues ,  three  or 
four  inches  long,  handing  an  end,  and  diverging  every 
way* 

Like  quills  upon  the  fretful  porcupine.  Shakespeare. 

If  thefe  parcels  are  a  little  longer,  from  five  to  eight  or 
nine  inches,  they  hang  down  on  both  fides  of  the  head, 
and  in  that  cafe,  the  wearer  ftrongly  refembles  a  river-god, 
with  his  lank  hair  all  foaked  and  dripping.  Some  how¬ 
ever,  and  particularly  thofe  who  have  woolly  hair,  let  it 
grow  without  torturing  it  into  any  particular  form,  or,  at 
fartheft,  tie  it  in  a  bunch  on  the  crown  of  the  head  with  a 
leaf.  Moll  of  them  wear  a  thin  flick  or  reed,  about  nine 
inches  long,  in  their  hair,  with  which  they  occafionally 
dillurb  the  vermin  that  abound  in  their  heads,  A  reed 
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fet  with  cock’s  or  owls  feathers,  is  likewife  fometimes  Ruck 
in  the  hair  as  an  ornament.  A  few  of  them  alfo  wear  a 

cap  made  of  a  green  plantane  leaf,  or  of  matted  work,  on 

✓ 

their  heads.  Some  twiR  their  beard  into  a  kind  of  rope, 
but  the  greater  number  leave  it  in  its  natural  form.  The 
cartilage  between  the  noRrils  is  commonly  perforated,  and 
in  the  aperture,  they  wear  a  cylindrical  Rone,  or  a  bit  of 
reed,  half  an  inch  thick.  The  ears  are  pierced  with  a  very 
large  hole,  in  which  they  wear  a  number  of  rings  of  tortoife- 
ftiell,  or  of  a  piece  of  white  (hell  an  inch  in  diameter,  and 
three  quarter’s  of  an  inch  broad.  Sometimes  one  ring  is 
faRened  within  the  other,  fo  as  to  form  a  kind  of  chain. 
Round  their  neck  they  fometimes  pafs  a  firing,  to  which 
they  faficn  a  (hell,  or  a  fmall  cylindrical  piece  of  green 
nephritic  Rone,  refembling  that  which  is  common  at  New 
Zeeland.  On  the  left  upper  arm,  they  commonly  have  a 
bracelet  made  of  a  piece  of  coco-nut-fhell,  either  curioufly 
carved,  or  plain  and  polifhed,  between  which  they  fre¬ 
quently  Rick  fome  plant,  as  the  euodia  hortenjis  *,  the  croton 
variegatum ,  lycopodium  phlegmaria ,  vitex  trifolia ,  or  a  fpecies  of. 
epidendrum.  Some  of  them  wear  a  belt,  or  fafli,  of  a  kind  of 
coarfe  cloth,  made  of  the  inner  bark  of  a  tree,  which  is 
commonly  of  a  dark  cinnamon  colour.  Round  their  mid¬ 
dle  they  tie  a  firing,  and  below  that,  they  employ  the  leaves. 


of 
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of  a  plant  like  ginger  f,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  natives  of  Mallicollo.  Boys,  as  foon 
as  they  attain  the  age  of  fix  years,  are  already  provided 
with  thefe  leaves,  which  feems  to  confirm,  what  I  have 
obferved  in  regard  to  the  Mallicollefe,  viz.  that  they  do  not 
employ  this  covering  from  motives  of  decency.  Indeed  it 
had  fo  much  the  contrary  appearance,  that  in  the  perfon  of 
every  native  of  Tanna  or  Mallicollo,  we  thought  we  beheld 
a  living  reprefentation  of  that  terrible  divinity,  who  pro¬ 
tected  the  orchards  and  gardens  of  the  ancients.  To  com¬ 
plete  the  lift  of  their  ornaments,  I  muft  add  their  paints  and 
incifions.  The  paints  are  referved  for  the  face ;  they  arc 
red  ochre,  white  lime,  and  a  colour  fhining  like  black  lead 
all  thefe  they  mix  with  coco  nut  oil,  and  lay  on  the  face  in 
oblique  bars,  two  or  three  inches  broad.  The  white  colour 
is  feldom  employed,,  but  the  red  and  black  is  more  fre¬ 
quent,  and  fometimes  each  covers  one  half  of  the  face. 
The  incifions  are  chiefly  made  on  the  upper  arm,  and  the 
belly,  and  fupply  the  place  of  pundtures,  which  are  com¬ 
mon  in  the  lighter-coloured  race  of  men,  who  inhabit  the 
Friendly  and  Society  Iflands,  New  Zeeland,  Eafter  Ifland,. 
and  the  Marquefas.  They  cut  the  flefli  with  a  bamboo,  or 
fharp  (hell,  and  apply  a  particular  plant,  which  forms  an 
elevated  fear  on  the  furface  of  the  fkin,.  after  it  is  healed. 
Thefe  fears  are  formed  to  reprefent  flowers,  and  other  fan- 
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cied  figures,  which  are  deemed  a  great  beauty  by  the  natives,, 
A  fingle  man  only  was  obferved,  who  had  a  figure  puntftured 
on  his  bread,  which  appeared  to  have  been  performed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  among  the  nations  above  enumerated. 

The  weapons  which  the  men  of  Tanna  conftantly  carry 
are  bows  and  arrows,  clubs,  darts  and  flings.  Their  young 
men  are  commonly  (lingers  and  archers,  but  thofe  of  a 
more  advanced  age  make  ufe  of  clubs  or  darts.  The  bows 
are  made  of  the  bed  club-wood  (cafuarina)  very  firong  and 
eladic.  They  polifli  them  very  highly,  and  perhaps  rub 
them  with  oil  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  keep  them  in 
repair.  Their  arrows  are  of  reed,  near  four  feet  long.  The 
fame  black  wood,  which  the  Mallicollefe  employ  for  the 
point,  is  likewife  made  ufe  of  at  Tanna  j  but  the  whole 
point,  which  is  frequently  above  a  foot  long,  is  jagged  or 
bearded  on  two  or  three  fides.  They  have  likewife  arrows 
with  three  points,  but  thefe  are  chiefly  intended  to  kill  birds 
and  fifli.  Their  flings  are  made  of  coco-nut  fibres,  and 
worn  round  the  arm  or  waid  j  they  have  a  broad  part  for 
the  reception  of  the  done*  of  which  the  people  carry  with 
them  feveral  in  a  leaf.  The  darts  or  fpears  are  the  third 
fort  of  miflile  weapons  at  Tanna.  They  are  commonly 
made  of  a  thin,  knotty,  and  ill-fhaped  dick,  not  exceeding 
half  an  inch  in  diameter,  but  nine  or  ten  feet  long.  At 
the  thicked  end  they  are  fhaped  into  a  triangular  point,  fix 
or  eight  inches  long,  and  on  each  corner  there  is  a  row  of 

eight 
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eight  or  tea  beards  or  hooks.  Thefe  darts  they  throw 
with  great  accuracy,  at  a  fhort  diftance,  by  the  help  of  a 
piece  of  plaited  cord,  four  or  five  inches  long,  which  has  a 
knob  at  one  end,  and  an  eye  at  the  other.  They  hold  the 
dart  between  the  thumb  and  fore-finger,  having  previoufly 
placed  the  latter  in  the  eye  of  the  rope,  the  remaining 
part  of  which  is  flung  round  the  dart,  above  the  hand,  and. 
forms  a  kind  of  noofe  round  it,  ferving  to  guide  and  con¬ 
fine  the  dart  in  its  proper  diredtion,  when  it  is  once  pro¬ 
jected.  I  have  feen  one  of  thefe  darts  thrown,  at  the  dif¬ 
tance  of  ten  or  twelve  yards,,  into  a  flake  four  inches  in 
diameter,  with  fueh  violence,  that  the  jagged  point  was 
forced  quite  through  it.  The  fame  thing  may  be  faid  of 
their  arrows  ;  at  eight  or  ten  yards  diftance  they  (hoot  them 
very  accurately,  and  with  great  force  ;  but  as  they  are  cau¬ 
tious  of  breaking  their  bows,  they  feldom  draw  them  to 
the  full  ft  retch,  and  therefore  at  twenty-five  or  thirty  yards 
their  arrows  have  little  effedf,  and  are  not  to  be  dreaded. 
The  clubs  are  referved  for  clofe  engagement,  and  every 
grown  man  carries  one  of  them,  befides  fome  of  the  miflile 
weapons.  They  are  of  four  or  five  different  fhapes,  The 
moft  valuable  are  made  of  the  c-afuarina ,  about  four  feet 
long,  ftrait,  cylindrical,  highly  polifhed,  and  knobbed  at 
each  end.  One  knob,  which  they  grafp  in  the  hand,  is 
sound,  but  the  other,  with  which  they  ftrike,  is  cut  out 
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into  the  figure  of  a  fiar,  with  many  prominent  points. 
Another  fort  of  clubs  are  about  fix  feet  long,  and  have  a 
great  knob  or  lateral  excrefcence  at  one  end,  which  appears 
to  belong  to  the  root.  Thefe  are  made  of  hard  wood,  but 
of  a  greyifh  colour.  A  third  kind  is  about  five  feet  long, 
and  has  a  flat  piece,  eight  or  ten  inches  long,  projecting  at 
right  angles,  which  greatly  refembles  a  farrier’s  fleam  in 
fliape,  and  is  formed  with  a  very  lharp  edge.  A  fourth  is 
exactly  like  this,  but  has  one  of  thefe  flat  blades  on  each 
fide  of  the  handle.  Laftly,  a  fifth  is  limply  a  piece  of  coral 
rock,  about  eighteen  inches  long,  and  two  in  diameter, 
rudely  fliaped  into  a  cylinder.  Sometimes  this  is  likevvife 
made  ufe  of  as  a  miflile  weapon. 

We  faw  but  few  women  on  this  day,  and  thofe  who  ap¬ 
peared  kept  at  a  great  diftance  from  us  ;  however  they  all 
feemed  ill  favoured,  and  of  fmaller  flature  than  the  men. 
The  young  girls  had  only  a  firing  tied  about  the  middle, 
with  a  little  wifp  of  dry  grades  fattened  to  it,  before  and 
behind  ;  but  thofe  of  a  maturer  age  wore  a  fliort  petticoat 
made  of  leaves.  Their  eats  were  hung  full  of  tortoifefhell 
rings,  and  necklaces  of  Ihells  fell  on  their  bofom.  Some 
of  the  oldeft  had  caps  made  of  a  plantane-leaf,  or  of  matted 
work,  but  this  head-drefs  was  rather  uncommon. 

Towards  noon  the  greater  part  of  the  natives  left  the 
beach,  as  the  weather  grew  very  hot,  and  the  hour  of 

taking 
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taking  food  was  approaching.  We  likewife  embarked, 
having  filled  a  quantity  of  frefii  water,  and  returned  to  dine 
on  board. 

About  three  in  the  afternoon  we  went  afhore  again,  and 
did  not  find  a  fingle  man  on  the  beach.  At  a  confiderable 
diftance  to  the  eaftward  we  faw  about  thirty  fitting  under 
the  {hade  of  their  palms,  but  they  did  not  care  to  come  to¬ 
wards  us.  We  took  this  opportunity  of  rambling  about 
two  or  three  hundred  yards  into  the  country,  where  we 
collected  feveral  new  plants.  We  found  that  part  of  the 
plain,  at  the  foot  of  the  level  hill,  was  uncultivated,  and 
filled  with  a  variety  of  fpontaneous  fhrubs  and  trees,  but 
did  not  venture  far  out  of  the  reach  of  protection,  as  we 
were  not  yet  upon  a  fure  footing  with  the  , natives.  Having 
pafifed  fome  time  in  the  bufhes,  we  walked  towards  the 
people  whom  w6  had  obferved  feated  on  the  grafs.  Our 
friend  Paw-yangom  met  us  about  halfway,  and  presented 
my  father  with  a  little  pig,  for  which  he  received  a  large 
nail,  and  a  piece  of  Taheitee  cloth  in  return.  This  good 
old  man  now  accompanied  us  to  our  boats,  where  captain 
Cook  had  given  orders  to  haul  the  feine.  By  degrees  the 
natives  whom  we  had  feen,  all  came  towards  us  unarmed, 
and  converfed  with  us,  as  well  as  they  could,  with  the 
greateft  cordiality.  Our  filhermen  were  extremely  fuccefT- 
ful,  and  took  upwards  of  three  hundred  weight  of  mullets 
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and  other  fifh  *.  Paw-yangom  Teemed  greatly  defirous  of 
obtaining  Tome  of  them;  and  we  made  him  exceedingly 
happy,  by  gratifying  his  defire.  About  funfet  we  returned 
in  high  fpirits  with  our  capture,  it'  being  a  long  time  fince 
we  had  been  able  to  provide  a  frefh  meal  for  the  whole  fhip’s 
company. 

The  volcano  which  had  played  at-  long  intervals  in  the 
morning,,  entirely  ceafed  its  explofions  in  the  afternoon. 
The  next  morning,  however,  at  four  o’clock,  it  began  to 
blaze  up  again  ;  fome  fhowers  of  rain  having  fallen  over 
night.  Its  fires  afforded  us  a  moft  pleafing  and  magnificent 
fight.  The  fmoke,  which  flowly  rolled  up  from  time  to 
time,  in  thick  and  heavy  volumes,  was  coloured  with  all  the 
various  hues  of  yellow*  orange,  crimfon,  and  purple,  which 
died  away  into  a  reddifh  grey  and  brown.  As  often  as  a 
new  explofion  happpened,  the  whole  country,  with  its 
fhaggy  forefts,  was  tinged  with  the  fame  orange  and  pur¬ 
ple,  according  to  its  diftance,  or  particular  expofure  to  the 
volcanic  light. 

We  landed  after  breakfaft.  The  natives,  who  were 
affembled  in  great  crouds,  though  not  near  fo  numerous  as 
the  day  before,  did  not  attempt  to  hinder  our  landing,  but 
immediately  made  way  for  us.  Captain  Cook  however 

*  Particularly  a  fort  common  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  there  called  ten- 
pounders  (efox  argenteus.  N.  S.) 
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found  it  neceffary  to  ftretch  ropes  again  on  both  fides,  in 
order  to  keep  our  back  free  from  them.  The  greater  part 
Rill  refufed  to  fell  their  arms ;  but  fome  were  not  fo  drift, 
and  parted  with  both  darts  and  fpears.  My  father  gave 
Paw-yangom  a  hatchet  for  the  pig  which  he  had  received 
the  day  before,  and  explained  to  him  the  ufe  of  it.  He  was 
extremely  well  pleafed  with  it,  and  (hewed  it  to  his  country¬ 
men.  Many  of  them  made  figns  to  us  that  they  wanted 
the  fame  prefent,  which  we  promifed  them,  if  they  would 
bring  us  hogs  ;  but  this  offer  was  entirely  unfuccefsful.  A 
tent  was  erefted  this  day,  where  Mr.  Wales,  the  aftronomer, 
made  his  obfervations.  A  few  of  the  natives  were  in  high 
fpirits,  and  danced  about,  (liaking  their  darts  at  fome  of  our 
people,  but  the  reft  remained  very  quiet.  At  noon  captain 
Cook  returned  on  board  with  us,  leaving  the  lieutenant  of 
marines  with  his  men  on  (hore.  We  had  not  been  long  on 
board,  before  we  heard  a  mufkec  fired,  and  faw  the  natives 
difturbed.  However,  they  were  foon  pacified,  and  returned 
to  their  former  Ration.  All  our  people  came  off  about 
three  of  the  clock,  in  order  to  dine  on  board.  We  then 
heard  that  one  of  the  inhabitants  had  offended  the  officer, 
by  making  the  fame  unmannerly  gefture  with  which  we 
had  been  challenged  the  day  before.  Upon  this  he  was 
(hot  in  the  thigh,  and  made  off  into  the  woods.  His  coun¬ 
trymen  likewife  prepared  to  run  away,  but  their  old  people 
pacified  them. 
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The  fuccefs  of  the  preceding  afternoon  tempted  us  to 
haul  the  feine  a  fecond  time  this  evening,  by  which  means 
we  got  about  forty-eight  pounds  of  fifli.  When  we  landed 
we  faw  very  few  natives,  but  in  a  fhort  time  they  collected 
near  us  in  great  crouds,  mod  of  them  without  any  arms, 
having  left  them  in  the  bullies,  probably  to  pleafe  us.  To¬ 
wards  funfet  they  all  difperfed,  and  only  a  few  remained, 
who  came  up  and  told  us  that  they  wanted  to  go  to  deep. 
We  made  figns  to  them  to  depart,  and  they  all  left  us  im¬ 
mediately.  We  thought  we  might  explain  this  behaviour 
as  a  kind  of  ceremony,  and  that  they  did  not  think  it  civil 
to  leave  their  guefts  alone  in  their  own  country.  This  cir- 
cumllance  would  imply,  that  they  have  ideas  of  propriety 
and  decency,  which  we  fliould  hardly  have  expected  among 
an  uncivilized  people. 

The  next  morning  Dr.  Sparrman,  with  my  father  and 
myfelf,  landed  under  the  deep  mountain  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  bay,  where  a  party  of  failors  were  fent  to  load  fhingle 
for  ballaft.  A  little  fwell  came  in  upon  the  fliore  in  this 
place,  which  obliged  us  to  wade  through  the  furf.  On  the 
deep  fides  of  the  hill  we  gathered  feverai  new  plants,  and 
flid  down  the  precipice  feverai  times.  Different  forts  of 
minerals  appeared  in  this  place.  The  principal  ftrata  of 
the  fteep  hill  confift  of  a  fpecies  of  clay,  very  fofr,  and 
crumbling  in  pieces  when  expofed  to  the  air  and  moifture. 
We  alfo  found  a  fpecies  of  black  fand-ftone,  a  fubftance  re- 
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fembling  rotten-ftone  (lapis  fuillus),  and  fome  pieces  of  . 
chalk,  which  were  either  pure,  or  tinged  with  a  reddifh 
colour,  perhaps  arifing  from  particles  of  iron.  We  walked 
feveral  hundred  yards  along  the  beach,  towards  the  weft 
point  of  the  harbour,  and  at  laft  feeing  a  path  which  led 
up  the  hill,  prepared  to  advance  into  the  country,  when  we 
were  met  by  a  number  of  natives,  who  were  all  armed. 
We  then  rejoined  our  party,  who  loaded  ballaft,  and  traded 
with  the  natives  for  a  few  fugar-canes  and  coco- nuts. 
They  all  fat  down  on  the  rocks  near  us ;  and  one  of  them, 
to  whom  the  reft  paid  fome  deference,  exchanged  names 
with  my  father.  He  was  called  Oomb-yegan.  This 
cuftom  of  making  friendfhip,  by  a  reciprocal  exchange  of 
names,  is  common  in  all  the  fouthern  iflands  which  we 
had  hitherto  vifited,  and  in  reality  has  fomething  in  it  very 
engaging  and  affe&ionate.  After  having  been  in  this 
manner  adopted  among  the  natives,  we  continued  upon  the 
beft  terms  imaginable,  and  collected  gijeat  fupplements  to 
the  vocabulary.  They  made  us  a  prefent  of  fome  leaves  of 
a  fig,  which  had  been  wrapped  in  banana-leaves,  and 
flewed.  They  were  extremely  well  tafted,  and  might  be 
eaten  as  a  fubftitute  for  our  fpinach.  We  likewife  ob¬ 
tained  two  large  plantanes  of  the  coarfer  fort ;  which 
proved,  that  even  here  the  fpirit  of  hofpitality  is  natural  to 
the  inhabitants.  The  women  and  children  brought  down 

thefe  dainties  from  the  hills,  and  prefented  them  to  us ;  but 

they 


1774- 

August 


2$  6 


>774* 

August, 


T  iiafctay  9 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

they  were  fo  extremely  timorous,  that  if  we  only  fixed  our 
eyes  upon  them,  they  inftantly  ran  away,  to  the  great  en¬ 
tertainment  of  the  men.  -  However,  their  coming  fo  near 
11s,  was  fufficient  proof  that  we  had  made  great  progrefs 
towards  gaining  their  confidence.  We  obferved  fome  of 
them  which  had  a  fmile  on  their  countenance,  but  in  ge¬ 
neral  they  looked  gloomy  and  melancholy.  They  had  ear¬ 
rings  and  necklaces  like  the  men,  and  the  married  women  wore 
caps  of  matted  work.  The  greater  part  of  them  had  nofe- 
jewels  of  white  ftoner  Whenever  we  prefented  a  bead,  a 
nail,  or  ribbon  to  any  of  the  people,  they  refufed  to  touch 
it,  but  defired  us  to  lay  it  down,  and  then  took  it  up  in  a 
leaf.  Whether  this  was  owing  to  fome  fuperftitious  no¬ 
tions,  or  to  a  fancied  idea  of  cleanlinefs,  or  of  civility, -mud 
remain  a  matter  of  doubt.  Towards  noon  our  party  re-em¬ 
barked,  and  we  went  on  board  with  them,  the  greatefl:  part 
of  the  natives  having  already  retired  to  their  dwellings  on 
the  hill.  The  afternoon  was  fpent  in  fifhing  again,  but 
without  our  former  fuccefs,  for  we  only  caught  about  two 
dozen  of  fifh,  after  many  repeated  hauls  of  the  net.  The 
natives  on  the  beach  were  very  numerous;  and  their  pre¬ 
fence  made  it  improper  for  us  to  ramble  far  into  the  woods. 
We  therefore  confined  ourfelves  to  the  fkirts,  and  collected  a 
few  words  of  their  language. 

We  returned  to  the  fame  place  the  next  morning,  where 
our  people  had  loaded  ballad  the  day  before.  We  climbed 
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about  the  rocks  for  feveral  hours  in  the  heat  of  the  day, 
without  much  fuccefs ;  and  were  only  tantalized  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  rich  foreft,  into  which  we  could  not  venture 
to  advance  with  any  degree  of  prudence.  Before  we  returned 
on  board  again,  we  difcovered  a  hot  fpring  coming  out  of 
the  rock  clofe  to  the  water’s  edge.  We  had  no  thermometer 
at  hand  ;  but  the  degree  of  heat  was  fucb,  that  we  could  not 
bear  to  hold  a  finger  in  the  water  above  a  fmgle  fecond.  As 
foon  as  we  had  returned  to  the  fhip  at  noon,  captain  Cook 
likewife  came  from  the  watering  party,  and  brought  one  of 
the  natives  with  him  in  his  boat.  We  foon  difcovered  him 
to  be  the  fame  young  man,  who  had  (hewed  fo  much  cool- 
nefs  and  bravery  on  the  firft  day  of  our  arrival,  by  remain¬ 
ing  in  his  canoe,  when  near  two  hundred  of  his  country¬ 
men  leaped  into  the  fea  at  the  difcharge  of  a  cannon,  (fee 
p.  263.)  He  told  us  his  name  was  Fannokko,  and  en* 
quired  for  our  names,  which  he  endeavoured  to  remember. 
He,  as  well  as  all  his  countrymen,  had  not  the  fame  facility 
of  pronunciation  as  the  Mallicollefe ;  we  were  therefore 
obliged  to  tell  him  our  names,  modified  according  to  the 
fofter  organs  of  the  Taheitians.  His  features  wrere  rather 
handfome  ;  his  eyes  large,  and  very  lively  ;  and  tiie  whole 
countenance  expreflfed  good-humour,  fprightlinefs,  and 
acutenefs.  To  mention  only  a  fingle  infiance  of  his  ingc* 
nuity  \  it  happened  that  my  father  and  captain  Cook,  on 
comparing  their  vocabularies,  difcovered  that  each  had  col- 
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le&ed  a  different  word  to  fignify  the  (ky ;  they  appealed  to 
him,  to  know  which  of  the  two  expreffions  was  right ;  he 
prefently  held  out  one  hand,  and  applied  it  to  one  of  the 
words,  then  moving  the  other  hand  under  it,  he  pronounced 
the  fecond  word;  intimating  that  the  upper  was  properly  the 
Iky,  and  the  lower  the  clouds  which  moved  under  it.  He 
like  wife  gave  us  the  names  of  feveral  iflands  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  That  from  which  we  came  to  Tanna,  and  on 
which  captain  Cook  had  an  unhappy  difference  with  the  na¬ 
tives,  he  called  Irromanga.  The  low  illand  which  we  had 
paffed  in  (landing  in  to  this  harbour  he  named  Immer ;  a 
high  illand,  which  wc  had  difcovered  to  the  eaft  of  Tanna, 
on  the  fame  day,  Irronan ;  and  another  to  the  fouth,  which 
we  had  not  yet  feen,  Anattom.  He  fat  down  to  dinner  with 
us,  and  tailed  of  our  fait  pork,  but  did  not  eat  more  than  a 
fingle  morfel  of  it.  Some  yams,  fried  in  lard,  or  (imply 
boiled,  he  relifhed  better  ;  but  he  ate  very  fparingly  upon 
the  whole,  and  finifhed  his  repaft  with  a  fmall  portion  of 
pye,  made  of  dried  and  worm-eaten  apples,  which  feemed  to 
be  very  agreeable  to  his  palate.  He  alfo  tailed  a  little  wine 
after  dinner ;  but  though  he  drank  it  without  (hewing  any 
diflike,  he  did  not  choofe  to  take  a  fecond  glafs.  His  man¬ 
ners  at  table  were  extremely  becoming  and  decent ;  and  the 
only  practice  which  did  not  appear  quite  cleanly  in  our  eyes, 
was  his  making  ufe  of  a  (lick,  which  he  wore  in  his  hair, 
inftead  of  a  fork,  with  which  he  occalionally  fcratched 

his 
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his  head.  As  his  hair  was  dreffed  in  the  highefl  fafhion  of 
the  country,  a  fo  pore-epic,  greafed  with  oil  and  paint,  our 
ilomachs  were  fo  much  the  more  eafily  offended  ;  though 
Fannokko  had  not  the  lead  notion  that  fuch  an  a&ion  was 
reprehenfible. 

After  dinner  we  walked  about  the  decks  with  him,  and 
ihewed  him  different  parts  of  the  fliip.  He  foon  fixed  his 
eyes  on  one  of  our  Taheitian  dogs,  which  he  called  booga, 
hog  ;  a  fure  fign  that  dogs  are  unknown  in  his  country. 
He  feemed  fo  defirous  of  poffeffing  this  creature,  that  cap¬ 
tain  Cook  made  him  a  prefent  of  one  of  each  fex.  Befides 
this,  he  received  a  hatchet,  a  large  piece  of  Taheitee  cloth, 
fome  fpike- nails,  medals,  and  other  trinkets  of  lefs  value, 
with  which  we  carried  him  back  to  the  fhore,  happy  beyond 
expreffion.  As  foon  as  he  landed  he  left  the  beach  with  his 
riches,  and  walked  into  the  country  to  his  home. 

We  took  a  walk  to  the  eaftward  along  the  fhore  of  the 
bay,  and  looked  into  the  groves  which  fkirted  the  flat  hill, 
of  which  I  have  fpoken  above.  We  found  thefe  groves  to 
confift  of  coco-palms,  and  feveral  fpecies  of  fhady  fig-trees, 
with  eatable  fruits,  nearly  of  the  fize  of  common  figs.  We 
alfo  obferved  feveral  {heds,  tinder  Which  fome  of  their 
canoes  were  fecured  from  the  fun  and  weather;  but  theie 
were  no  habitations,  except  towards  the  eaftern  point.  V  e 
were  (till  above  three  hundred  yards  from  thence,  when  a 
great  number  of  natives  came  and  begged  us  not  to  go 
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farther  ;  fome  likewife  ran  to  captain  Cook,  and  pointing  to 
us,  defired  him  to  recall  us.  We  returned  to  our  party,  and 
endeavoured  to  penetrate  into  the  country,  immediately  at 
the  back  of  our  watercrs.  We  found  a  path,  which  led 
through  a  variety  of  bullies,  upon  the  flat  hills.  In  our 
way  to  it,  we  eroded  fome  glades,  or  meadows,  enclofed 
in  woods  on  all  Tides,  and  covered  with  a  very  rich  herb¬ 
age  of  the  moft  vivid  green.  On  our  afeending  the  hill, 
we  were  met  by  three  natives,  who  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  us  to  return  ;  but  feeing  us  refolved  to  proceed, 

they  accompanied  us.  We  palled  through  a  little  airy 

% 

grove,  into  feveral  extenlive  plantations  of  bananas,  yam3,  ' 
eddoes,  aud  fig-trees,  which  were  in  fome  places  enclofed  in 
fences  of  ftone  two  feet  high.  We  heard  the  furf  beating  on 
the  fhore  to  the  fouth,  and  feeing  the  three  natives  very  un- 
eafy  at  our  progrefs,  we  told  them  we  only  wilhed  to  behold 
the  fea.  They  led  us  to  a  little  eminence,  from  whence  we 
got  fight  of  it,  and  of  an  ifland  eight  or  ten  leagues  diftanr, 
which  was  the  fame  that  Fannokko  had  named  Anattom. 

It  appeared  to  be  of  confiderable  height  ;  and  though  not  of 
the  fame  extent  as  Tanna,  was  probably  about  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  in  circuit.  Having  feen  this  ifland,  the  natives  in¬ 
vited  us  to  go  on  farther  inland  with  them,  with  the  fame 
eagernefs  which  they  had  before  exprefled  to  keep  us 
back ;  but  as  we  took  notice,  that  one  of  them  was  fent  be¬ 
fore  the  reft,  we  did  not  care  to  truft  their  invitations  at  that 
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time,  which  might  however,  for  aught  I  know,  have  been 
very  friendly  and  honeft.  We  retreated  therefore  gradually 
to  the  beach,  having  picked  up  a  new  plant,  and  feen  fo 
much  of  the  country,  as  only  made  us  more  defirous  of 
examining  it.  Our  people  had  once  more  tried  their 
luck  in  fi filing,  but  were  not  by  far  fo  fortunate 
as  the  firfl  time.  The  natives  attended  to  their  method 
of  hauling  the  net,  and  from  their  geflures,  we  learnt 
that  they  are  unacquainted  with  this  contrivance, 
and  only  dart  or  fhoot  with  arrows  at  the  fifh,  when 
they  rife  near  the  furface  of  the  water.  They  never 
failed  to  beg  for  fome  fifh  as  often  as  our  people  hauled 
the  feine,  which  is  fome  confirmation  that  they  rarely  catch 
or  ftrike  them.  As  often  as  they  took  notice  of  any  thing 
new  to  them,  they  broke  out  into  the  interje&ion,  heebou  ! 
They  likewife  made  ufe  of  the  fame  word,  when  they  were 
fuddenly  furprifed,  when  they  admired,  or  difliked,  or 
coveted  any  thing.  The  different  tone  and  gefture  with 
Which  it  was  either  drawled  our,  or  quickly  repeated  feveral 
times  in  a  breath,  flrongly  marked  the  various  affeedions  of 
the  mind.  They  fnapped  their  fingers  at  the  fame  time, 
efpecially  when  they  expreffed  their  admiration. 

We  went  on  fhore  at  the  watering-place  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  immediately  after  breakfaft.  A  party  of  our  people 
had  been  there  ever  fincc  day-break,  and  told  us  they  had 
feen  many  of  the  natives  paffmg  by  them,  from  the  eaftern 
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part  of  the  bay,  loaded  with  bundles,  which  they  carried 
into  the  country.  Our  men  were  of  opinion  that  they  had 
actually  removed,  in  order  to  remain  undifturbed,  and  out 
of  the  reach  of  our  fire-arms  ;  but  as  we  never  found  many 
habitations  on  this  part  of  the  ffiore,  our  arrival  might  at 
firft  have  drawn  together  a  number  of  people  from  other 
parts  of  the  ifland,  who  occafionally  lodged  in  the  woods 
thereabouts,  but  now  returned  to  their  own  dwellings,  feeing 
that  no  farther  mifchief  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
ftrangers,  who  had  arrived  among  them.  We  endeavoured 
to  conquer  their  diffidence  more  and  more,  by  counting  on 
our  fingers,  that  we  only  intended  to  remain  a  certain 
number  of  days  on  the  ifland  j  and  we  found  that  they 
were  always  much  pleafed  and  pacified  by  this  intelligence- 
It  mull  be  obferved,  however,  that:  all  thofe  who  carried 
loads  this  morning  were  women,  whilft  the  men  walked  on 
unconcernedly  without  any  incumbrance,  except  their  arms. 
It  ffiould  appear  from  this  circumftanee,  that  the  people  o£ 
Tanna  are  not  yet  arrived  at  that  advanced  fiate,  which 
diftinguiffies  the  natives  of  the  Society  and  Friendly  Iflands. 
All  favage  nations  have  the  general  character  of  ufing  the 
other  fex  with  great  unkindnefs  and  indignity,  obliging 
them  to  perform  all  forts  of  laborious,  and  humiliating; 
operations. 

The  removal  of  the  natives  was  foon  difcernible,  as 
thofe  who  came  on  the  beach  to  us,  were  in  very  fmali 
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numbers.  We  therefore  took  the  opportunity  of  walking 
out  upon  the  plain,  behind  the  watering-place.  We  met 
with  feveral  ponds  of  flagnant  water,  in  which  the  natives 
had  planted  great  quantities  of  eddoes  (arum.)  The  coco- 
palms  formed  fpacious  groves,  full  of  different  fhrubberies, 
where  a  great  number  of  birds  of  different  forts,  chiefly 
fly-catchers,  creepers,  and  parroquets  refided.  We  faw  like- 
wife  many  lofty  trees,  covered  with  nuts,  which  are  com¬ 
mon  at  Taheitee,  (inoearpus  Nov.  Gen.)  Thefe  trees  were 
commonly  the  refort  of  pigeons  of  different  kinds,  and 
chiefly  of  the  fort  which  are  to  be  met  with  at  the  Friendly 
Iflands,  where  the  natives  catch  and  tame  them.  It  fliould 
feem  that  the  inhabitants  of  Tanna  likewife  pradtife  fowl- 
ing  ;  for  one  of  our  lieutenants  (hot  a  pigeon  this  day, 
which  had  two  very  long  white  feathers  faflened  to  its 
tail  by  firings  ;  he  had  believed  it  to  be  a  new  and  fingular 
fpecies  of  bird,  till  he  difcovered  the  artifice.  AVe  met  with 
fome  natives  on  this  excurfion,  who  told  us,  that  one  of  our 
people  had  killed  two  pigeons  ;  but  this  intelligence  was 
only  valuable  to  us,  on  account  of  the  language  m  which 
it  was  conveyed,  which  was  exactly  the  fame  with  that 
fpoken  at  the  Friendly  Iflands.  It  appeared  to  us  that  he 
made  ufe  of  this  language,  in  order  to  be  more  intelligible 
to  us,  having  frequently  obferved  that  we  pronounced 
feveral  words  of  it.  We  expreffed  fome  furprize  however, 

at  his  knowledge,  and  he  then  repeated  the  fame  meaning, 
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in  the  language  of  Tanna,  which  was  totally  diftincft  from 
the  other.  He  added  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  former 
language  was  fpoken  at  the  illand  of  Irronan,  which  lies 
feven  or  eight  leagues  to  the  eall  of  Tanna  *.  Perhaps  a 
colony  of  the  fame  race,  who  inhabit  the  Friendly  Iflands, 
and  all  the  eaflerly  iflands  of  the  South  Pacific  Ocean,  may 
have  fettled  on  that  ifland  ;  or  perhaps  the  natives  of  Ir- 
fonan  keep  up  a  communication  with  the  Friendly  Iflands, 
by  means  of  fome  Ifles  unknown  to  us,  lying  between 
them. 

We  made  another  excurfion  in  the  afternoon,  and  faw 
but  few  inhabitants  in  our  way,  though  we  advanced  near 
three  miles  on  the  plain.  We  always  told  them,  that  we 
wanted  to  kill  birds,  and  they  immediately  went  on  with¬ 
out  giving  us  any  uneafmefs.  We  fhot  indeed  a  number 
of  fmall  birds,  but  the  grafs  was  fo  thick  that  we  loft 
almofl  all  of  them.  We  palled  by  fome  plantations 
of  bananas  and  fugar-canes,  but  faw  no  houfes,  the 
greateft  part  of  the  ground  being  uncultivated,  and 
covered  with  fliady  forefts,  or  low  fhrubberies.  At  the 
end  of  the  plain  we  obferved  a  long,  and  fpacious  valley, 
from  whence  we  faw  a  great  number  of  fmokes  rifing,  and 
heard  the  promifcuous  voices  of  many  men,  women,  and 
children.  We  flood  in  a  path,  on  both  fides  of  which  were 
thick  fhrubberies  j  and  the  vale  itfelf  was  fo  full  of  groves, 

*  He  likewife  acquainted  us,  that  Irronan  was  fometimes  called  Footoona. 
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that  we  neither  faw  the  people,  whofe  voices  we  heard,  nor 
any  of  their  dwellings.  It  being  late  in  the  evening,  we 
proceeded  no  farther,  and.  without  difcovering  ourfelves, 
r-etreated  to  the  beach. 

The  volcano  had  been  quiet  ever  fince  the  7  th,  and 
though  it  continued  to  emit  fmoke  from  time  to  time,  yet 
the  rumbling  had  entirely  ceafed.  The  fire  within  the 
crater,  hill  however  illuminated  the  clouds  of  fmoke.  We 
had  heavy,  and  almoft  continual  rains  all  night.  In  the 
morning  we  landed  on  the  beach,  and  faw  but  few  in¬ 
habitants  ;  we  therefore  repaired  to  its  wefternmoft  corner, 
where  we  had  obferved  a  path  which  led  to  the  deep  hill 
on  the  weft  fide  of  the  bay.  We  afcended  by  veiy  eafy 
fteps,  through  the  moft  delightful  groves  of  fpontaneous 
trees  and  fhrubs,  which  every  where  fpread  a  flagrant  and 
refreftiing  fmell.  Several  kinds  of  flowers  embellifhed  the 
tufted  foliage,  and  the  moft  beautiful  bindweeds  climbed 
like  ivy  to  the  fummits  of  the  tailed  trees,  and  adorned 
them  with  garlands  of  blue  and  purple  bloftoms.  A 
number  of  birds  twittered  round  us,  and  gave  life  to  a 
fcene,  which  would  without  them  have  been  inanimate. 
Indeed,  we  did  not  fee  a  fingle  native  on  the  firft  dope  of 
this  hill,  nor  did  we  meet  with  any  plantations.  Having 
walked  up  about  half  a  mile  by  different  windings,  we 
came  to  a  little  glade,  covered  with  delicate  herbage,  and; 

furrounded  with  the  moft  beautiful  wild  trees  of  the  wood. 

Here 


2  ps 


T7.74- 

Axjgbst, 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


296 


Here  the  fun  (hone  exceffively  hot  upon  us,  the  place  being 
entirely  fhelterecl  from  winds.  A  fulphureous  fmell  how¬ 
ever,  foon  betrayed  a  kind  of  Ream  rifing  out  of  the 
*  ground,  which  added  to  the  heat  of  the  place.  There  was 
a  little  mound  of  whitifh  earth,  which  looked  as  if  it  were 
calcareous,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  path,  almofi  hid  by  the 
branches  of  feveral  forts  of  wild  fig-trees,  that  throve  lux¬ 
uriantly  in  this  neighbourhood.  From  this  mound  we 
faw  a  vapour,  or  fteam  rifing  continually  j  the  earth  was  fo 
hot,  that  we  could  hardly  bear  to  Rand  upon  it,  and  we 
found  it  impregnated  with  native  fulphur.  When  we 
flirred  in  the  white  earth,  we  found  the  Ream  coming  up 
fafier  ;  and  on  taRing  it,  we  obferved  a  Ryptic  or  aflringent 
quality,  like  that  of  alum  in  it.  From  this  place  we 
walked  on  a  great  way  higher,  and  came  to  another  open 
place,  which  lay  on  the  Rope,  and  was  rather  barren.  Here 
likewife  we  found  two  other  fpots,  which  emitted  Ream, 
but  not  in  fuch  quantities  as  the  firfi,  nor  fo  Rrongly 
feented.  The  earth  which  covered  thefe  folfatarras,  was  of 
the  fame  nature  as  that  on  the  firfi,  and  had  a  greenifh 
tinge  from  the  fulphur  with  which  it  was  penetrated.  But 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  it,  we  found  red  ochre  of  the  fame 
fort  with  that  which  the  natives  employ  to  paint  their  faces. 
The  volcano  was  more  loud  than  ever  we  had  known  it: 
th  is  day,  and  at  every  explofion  we  obferved  the  Ream 
rifing  much  more  copioufly  than  before,  in  thick  white 
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clouds,  from  the  folfatarras.  This  circumftance  feems  to 
indicate,  that  they  have  a  fubterraneous  conne&ion  with, 
or  are,  by  fome  means  unknown  to  us,  affe&ed  by  the 
convulfions  of  this  burning  mountain.  We  remarked  that 
this  was  the  fecond  time  the  explofions  of  the  volcano  had 
recommenced  after  fhowers  of  rain ;  and  were  therefore 
led  to  fufpeft,  that  the  rain  in  fome  meafure  excites  thefe 
explofions,  by  promoting  or  encreafing  the  fermentation 
of  various  mineral  fubftances  in  the  mountain.  Having 
contemplated  thefe  Angular  fpiracula ,  we  mounted  Hill 
higher,  and  difcovered  a  great  number  of  plantations,  in 
different  parts  of  the  foreft.  The  path  continued  to  be  very 
good  and  eafy  of  afcent,  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  very 
fhady  trees  ;  but  as  foon  as  it  approached  the  plantations, 
we  loft  it  by  fome  means  or  other,  and  it  feemed  as  if  the 
natives  had  purpofely  contrived  it  fo,  in  order  to  prevent 
bejng  furprifed  by  their  enemies.  At  laft  we  reached  the 
fummit  of  this  hill,  and  went  down  the  other  fide  of  it,  in 
a  narrow  lane  between  hedges  of  reeds,  in  fight  of  the  fea, 
which  wafhes  the  north-eaft  coaft  of  the  ifland.  In  a  little 
time  we  got  fight  of  the  volcano  between  the  trees,  and  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  walk  which  led  to  it,  acrofs  feveral  hills  and 
vallies,  could  not  be  lefs  than  two  leagues  long  from  our 
ftation.  We  faw  its  eruption  however,  and  took  notice  of 
immenfe  maffes  of  rock  which  it  hurled  upwards  in  the 
fmoke,  and  fome  of  which  were  at  leaft  as  large  as  the  hull 
Vol.  II.  Q^q  of 
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of  our  long-boat.  We  were  thinking  to  go  on  towards  it,, 
as  we  had  hitherto  met  with  no  bad  accident,  nor  feen  fo 
much  as  a  Angle  native  on  our  walk  :  however,  our  voices 
mull  have  alarmed  fome  of  them  in  the  plantations  along 
which  we  palled,  for  we  prefently  heard  one  or  two  blow¬ 
ing  on  great  eonchs,  which,  among  many  favage  nations, 
and  particularly  in  the  South  Seas,  are  ufed  to  alarm  the 
country.  At  this  found  we  inftantly  refolved  to  retreat, 
and  got  fafely  down  to  the  folfatarra  which  we  had  laft  dif- 
covered,  unfeen  by  any  of  the  natives.  Here  we  met  a  few 
of  them  coming  up  the  hill  from  the  lea  fide,  who  feemed' 
greatly  furprifed  to  fee  us  fo  far  advanced  into  their  recedes... 
We  told  them  that  we  went  about  to  Ihoot  birds,  and  de- 
lired  them  to  bring  us  fomething  to  drink.  They  went  on 
without  feeming  to  take  much  notice  of  our  requeft ;.  but 
after  we  had  botanized  on  the  fpot  above  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  were  juft  preparing  to  defcend,  we  faw  a  whole- 
family  of  men,  women,  and  children,  coming  down  with, 
abundance  of  fugar-canes  and  two  or  three  coco-nuts.  We 
fat  down,  and  after  refrelhing  ourfelves  with  the  juices, 
which  thefe  vegetables  contained,  made  our  hofpitable: 
friends  feveral  prefents,  with  which  they  parted  from  us 
well  contented.  We  went  down  with  our  acquifitions,  and 
came  on  the  beach  when  the  boats  were  going  on  board. 
The  natives  had  now  begun  to  trade  with  yams,  fugar-canes, 
coeo-nuts,  and  bananas  $  and  though  they  only  fupplied  us 
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Fparingly,  yet  we  were  highly  pleafed  even  with  this  fmall 
beginning,  hoping  that  in  time  we  might  obtain  more  cofi- 
fiderable  fupplies.  They  fet  no  value  on  our  iron-ware* 
but  preferred  Taheitee  cloth,  fmall  pieces  of  green  nephri¬ 
tic  done  from  New  Zeeland,  mother  of  pearl  {hells,  and, 
aboVe  all,  pieces  of  tOrtoife-fhell.  For  thefe  lalt  they  fold 
their  arms ;  at  fir  ft,  parting  only  with  darts  and  arrows., 
but  afterwards  difpofing  alfo  of  their  bows  and  clubs. 

In  the  afternoon  we  landed,  and  walked  along  the  fea- 
fhore  towards  the  eaft  point,  where  the  natives  had  prevent¬ 
ed  our  going  on  two  days  before.  We  met  fome  of  them, 
who  talked  with  us  a  few  moments  ;  but  whilfl  they  flood 
near  us,  we  took  notice  of  a  fingle  man  fitting  behind  a 
free,  with  his  bow  bent  and  the  arrow  pointed  towards  us. 
As  foon  as  he  perceived  himfelf  difcovered,  and  a  mufket 
pointed  at  him,  he  threw  his  arms  into  the  bufh  and  crept 
out  to  us,  and  I  believe  he  really  had  no  bad  intent,  though 
fuch  kinds  of  jefts  are  not  much  to  be  trufted.  We  reach¬ 
ed  the  eaflern  point  of  the  harbour,  and  there  gathered 
fome  beautiful  red  flowers,  Which  had  tempted  us  everfince 
we  came  to  an  anchor  ;  they  belonged  to  a  fpecies  of  yam- 
boos  or  eugenia.  As  we  were  going  to  crofs  the  point  and 
to  proceed  along  the  fhore  beyond  it,  fifteen  or  twenty  na¬ 
tives  crouded  about  tis,  and  begged  us  with  the  greatefl 
earneflnefs  to  return.  We  Were  not  much  inclined  to  com¬ 
ply  with  their  demand,  but  they  repeated  their  intrcaties^ 

Q^q  2  3-nd 


299 

1774- 

August. 


3oo 


1774* 

August. 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

and  at  laft  made  figns  that  we  fliould  be  killed  and  eaten* 
The  fame  geftures,  though  much  lefs  intelligible,  had  been 
made  to  us  two  days  before,  but  we  had  paid  very  little  at¬ 
tention  to  them,  unwilling,  upon  fuch  flight  teflimony,  to 
fuppofe  that  they  had  any  idea  of  anthropophagy.  How¬ 
ever,  at  prefent  we  could  no  longer  be  miflakcn  j  for,  hav¬ 
ing  pretended  to  mifunderftand  them,  and  making  them 
believe  that  we  thought  they  offered  us  fome  provifionSj  we 
began  to  move  forward,  and  ex  prefled  that  we  fhould  be 
glad  to  eat  fomething.  They  were  very  eager  to  undeceive 
us,  and  fhowed,  by  figns,  how  they  killed  a  man,,  cut  his 
limbs  afunder,  and  feparated  the  flefh!  from  the  bones* 
Laftly,  they  bit  their  own  arms,  to  exprefs  more  clearly  that 
they  eat  human  flefh.  We  turned  from  the  point,  but 
walked  towards  a  hut  Which  we  obferved  about  fifty  yards 
from  it,  where  the  ground  began  to  rife.  Here  feveral  of 
them,  feeing  us  advance,  took  up  arms  out  of  the  hut,, 
perhaps  to  force  us  to  return.  It  was  not  our  wifh  to  of¬ 
fend  thefe  people  in  their  own  country,  and  therefore  we 
checked  a  fpirit  of  curiofity,  which  might  have  proved  fa¬ 
tal  to  fome  of  them,  if  they  had  obliged  us  to  defend  our 
lives.  The  motives  for  purfuing  our  difcoveries  on  this 
point  were  not,  however,  of  a  trifling  nature.  Every  morn¬ 
ing,  at  day-break,  we  heard  a  flow  folemn  fong  or  dirge 
fung  on  this  point,  which  lafted  more  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  It  feemed  to  be  a  religious  aft,  and  gave  us  great 
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reafon  to  fufpeth:  that  fome  place  of  worfhip  was  concealed 
in  thefe  groves,  and  the  conftant  endeavours  of  the  natives 
to  keep  us  from  this  place,  greatly  confirmed  us  in  this 
fuppofition.  Having  walked  back  a  little  way,  we  refolved 
to  get  upon  the  flat  hill  in  a  place  where  the  afcent  was 
eafy,  and  where,  being  very  near  the  point,  we  hoped  to  be 
able  to  make  fome  obfervations.  When  we  had  reached  the 
top,  which  was  about  thirty-five  or  forty  feet  perpendicular 
in  height,  we  found  ourfelves  in  a  fpacious  plantation, 
chiefly  confiding  of  innumerable  banana-trees.  We  found 
it  interfperfed  with  coco-palms  and  other  tall  and  tufted 
trees,  which  entirely  impeded  the  profpedt  on  all  fides,  and 
feparated  from  other  plantations  by  various  fences  of  reeds, 
very  neatly  made,  much  refembling  thofe  of  Tonga-Tabboo 
and  Namoka.-  Here  the  natives  began  to  repeat  their 
threats,  and,  if  poflible,  made  it  more  plain  to  us  than 
before,  that  we  fihould  be  killed  and  eaten  if  we  went  on. 
We  told  them  we  only  wiflied  to  (hoot  fome  birds,  but  they 
did  not  feem  to  pay  much  attention  to  this  excufe,  and  I 
know  not  whether  we  (hould  have  made  any  difcoveries  this- 
afternoon,  if  the  little  friendly  old  man,  Paw-yangom,  had 
not  luckily  met  us.  We  expreiTed  reciprocal  joy  on  finding 
each  other,  and  the  old  man  immediately  conducted  us 
along  the  edge  of  the  hill  towards  its  wefiern  extremity. 
Here  we  faw  great  numbers  of  fig-trees,  which  the  natives 

cultivate  for  the  fake  of  the  fruit  and  the  leaves.  They  are 
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of  two  or  three  different  kinds,  and  one  fort,  in  particular} 
bears  figs  of  the  common  fize,  which  are  woolly,  like 
peaches,  on  the  outfide,  and  have  a  beautiful  crimfon  pulp 
like  pomegranates.  They  are  fweetifh  and  juicy,  but,  upon 
the  whole,  rather  infipid.  The  yamboos,  ( eugenia ,)  a  cool¬ 
ing  watery  fruit,  of  the  fize  of  pears,  but  with  an  agreeable 
tartnefs,  likewife  grew  here  in  great  abundance  on  large 
trees  ;  and  we  alfo  obferved  fome  fine  cabbage-palms,  ( areca 
olcracea.)  We  advanced  into  a  little  thicket  of  various 
flowering  fhrubs,  and  in  a  few  minutes  found  ourfelves 
on  a  fine  open  area  not  lefs  than  an  hundred  yards  fquare, 
on  the  fkirts  of  which  we  faw  three  habitations  of  the  na¬ 
tives.  Many  lofty  trees,  richly  furnifhed  with  foliage,  made 
this  recefs  impenetrable  to  the  eye  from  the  outfide.  Among 
the  reft  we  noticed  an  immenfe  wild  fig-tree  in  one  corner 
of  the  green,  of  which  the  Item  was  three  yards  in  diame¬ 
ter,  and  the  branches  fpread  at  leaft  forty  yards  on  all  fides 
in  the  moft  pitfturefque  manner.  At  the  foot  of  this  beau¬ 
tiful  tree,  which  was  ftill  in  full  vigour,  we  faw  a  fmall 
family  feated  round  a  fire,  on  which  they  roafted  fome  yams 
and  bananas.  They  ran  away  into  their  huts  at  fight  of  us, 
but  Paw-yangom  telling  them  they  had  nothing  to  fear* 
they  came  out  again  ;  the  women  and  girls,  however,  re¬ 
mained  at  a  great  diftance,  and  only  peeped  at  us  behind 
the  bufhes.  We  fat  down  with  them,  and  they  offered  us 
fome  of  their  provifions,  with  the  fame  hofpitality  which 
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we  had  experienced  in  other  iflands.  Theft  huts  were,  pro¬ 
perly  fpeaking,  large  fheds,  of  which  the  roof  reaches  down 
to  the  very  ground,  and  forms  a  ridge  at  top.  They  are 
open  at  both  ends,  having  only  a  fmall  enclofure  or  railing 
of  reeds  and  flicks  about  eighteen  inches  high.  The  height 
of  the  ridge  in  the  largeft  was  nine  or  ten  feet,  and  the 
width  on  the  floor  between  the  roofs  nearly  the  fame.  The 
length,  however,  was  conflderable,  and  exceeded  five  and 
thirty  feet.  The  confiru&ion  of  thefe  huts  is  very  fimple  5 
two  row  of  flakes  are  placed  in  the  ground,  bending  towards 
each  other,  and  thofe  which  are  oppofite  are  tied  together. 
Over  thefe  they  lay  feveral  mats,  made  of  coco-nut  leaves, 
which  form  a  thatch  fufficient  to  defend  them  from  the  in¬ 
clemencies  of  the  air.  We  faw  no  manner  of  utenfils  or 
furniture  in  thefe  houfes.  The  floor  was  covered  with  dry 
grafs,  and  a  few  mats  of  palm-leaves  lay  fpread  in  different' 
parts.  We  likewife  obferved  that  all  the  infide  was  black¬ 
ened  by  fmoke,  and  found  in  every  hut  the  veftiges  of  fev- 
eral  fire-places.  In  the  middle  of  the  area,  we  faw  three 
tall  poles  flanding  clofe  together,  which  were  made  of  the 
flems  of  coco-palms,  and  connected  together  by  means  of 
tranfverfe  laths  at  the  top.  A  vaft  number  of  fmall  flicks 
were  faftened  acrofs  them  from  the  top  to  within  nine  or 
ten  feet  of  the  bottom,  and  thefe  were  hung  with  old  coco- 
»uts.  As  they  make  ufe  of  the  oil  in  the  kernel,  and  em¬ 
ploy  the  (hell  for  bracelets,  they  probably  keep  them  in  this 
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place  to  feafon  them.  All  the  fikirts  of  the  flat  hill,  where 
we  faw  no  habitation,  are,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  well 
flocked  with  immenfe  numbers  of  wild  coco-palms,  and  the 
ground  underneath  them  is  covered  with  nuts,  of  which  as 
it  fhould  feem  they  take  the  trouble  to  collect  only  an  in- 
confiderable  quantity.  Little  bits  of  their  cloth,  which  they 
wear  as  falhes  or  belts,  were  fufpended  on  the  bullies  which 
furrounded  the  green ;  and  the  prefents  which  Paw-yangom 
had  received,  among  which  was  a  laced  hat,  were  placed  in 
the  fame  manner  like  fo  many  trophies.  This  was  a  con¬ 
vincing  proof  to  me  of  the  general  honefty  of  the  people  to¬ 
wards  each  other.  At  Taheitee  they  are  already  obliged  to 
fufpend  their  goods  to  the  roofs  of  their  houfes,  in  order 
to  keep  them  out  of  the  reach  of  thieves  j  but  here  they 
are  fafe  on  every  bufh.  It  mull  be  obferved  likewife,  in 
confirmation  of  this  remark,  that  during  our  flay  among  the 
people  of  Tanna,  we  had  not  a  Angle  inftance  of  their  heal¬ 
ing  the  leaft  trifle  from  any  one  of  our  people.  The  na¬ 
tives  having  obferved,  that  though  we  looked  into  their 
huts,  we  did  not  attempt  to  do  any  hurt,  to  difplace  or  take 
any  thing,  foon  became  more  reconciled  to  our  appearance, 
and  the  boys,  from  fix  to  fourteen  years,  who  had  hitherto 
kept  aloof,  ventured  to  come  near,  and  fuffered  us  to  feize 
their  hands.  We  diftributed  medals  with  fiik  ribbons  to 
them,  and  gave  them  handkerchiefs  of  Taheitee' cloth, 
which  entirely  conciliated  their  affection,  and  banifhed  re- 
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ferve  and  the  remains  of  apprehenfion.  Diftruft  and  fuf- 
picion,  are  not  yet  known  to  the  boy ;  he  is  frank  and  ho- 
nefl,  and  thinks  every  body  is  like  himfelf.  We  learnt  all 
their  names,  and  preferved  them  in  memory,  and  it  can 
hardly  be  thought  how  much  this  little  artifice  affiftcd  us 
in  gaining  their  good  graces  ;  they  were  overjoyed  that  we 
remembered  them,  and  came  running  as  often  as  we 
called.  Having  fpent  fome  time  with  them,  we  got  up  to 
return  to  the  beach,  and  old  Paw-yangom,  who  did  not 
care  to  go  down,  it  being  very  near  fun-fet,  gave  directions 
to  two  or  three  young  men  to  fhew  us  the  neared  path. 
We  took  leave  of  him  very  heartily,  and  made  fome  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  prefents  he  had  already  received.  In  our  way 
we  told  our  conductors,  pointing  to  the  coco-palms  near  the 
beach,  that  we  Were  dry,  and  fhould  be  glad  to  tafle  fome 
of  them.  Upon  this  they  immediately  led  us  into  another 
path,  where  a  number  of  palms  flood  in  the  midfl  of  the 
plantation.  From  thence  they  took  fome  nuts,  and  pre- 
fented  them  to  us,  which  we  interpreted  as  a  mark  of  great 
good-nature ;  but  when  we  tailed  the  liquor,  we  found  that 
they  had  done  us  a  particular  kindnefs  or  civility,  it  being 
infinitely  more  delicious  than  that  of  the  nuts  near  the 

beach.  We  now  looked  at  the  trees,  and  finding  them  in 

* 

very  fine  order,  concluded  that  thofe  below  were  wild  ;  but 
thefe,  planted  and  brought  to  perfection  by  the  care  of  the 
inhabitants.  It  is  well  known  that  by  means  of  cultivation 
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the  coco-palm,  as  well  as  all  other  trees,  is  made  fitter  fop 
domeftic  purpofes  ;  and  the  Javanefe  have  many  varieties, 
of  which  the  nuts  are  much  improved  *.  The  fort  which, 
is  ufual  in  the  Society  Illands  is  one  of  the  be  ft,  and  like- 
wife  owes  its  excellence  to  culture  ;  nor  do  I  remember  to 
have  feen  any  variety  there  refembling  the  wild  palms  of 
Tanna,  which  thrive  even  on  the  mountains.  Having  been 
well  refreflied  through  the  benevolence  of  our.  friendly  In- 
dians,  we  proceeded  towards  the  beach,  and  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  rejoined  our  watering-party  there,  by  a  path  which 
led  us  directly  down.  Elere  we  rewarded  our  conductors 
to  the  beft  of  our  power,  and  embarking  in  a  boat  return> 
cd  to  the  (hip  for  the  enfuing  night. 

The  lingular  nature  of  the  folfatarra  on  the  weft ern  hill 
fo  much  attracted  our  attention,  that  we  haftened  thither 
again  the  next  morning,  and  Mr.  Hodges  was  of  the  party. 
The  volcano  continued  to  thunder  all  the  day,  and  threw 
up  vaft  quantities  of  minute  black  allies,  which,  when 
more  accurately  examined,  proved  to  be  long  needle-like 
and  femitranfparent  llierls.  The  whole  country  was  ftrewed 
with  thefe  particles,  and  they  proved  remarkably  dangerous 
to  our  eyes  in  botanizing,  as  every  leaf  on  the  illand  was 
entirely  covered  with  them.  It  may  however  be  remarked, 
that  the  volcano  and  its  productions  feem  to  contribute 
greatly  to  that  prodigious  luxuriance  of  vegetation  which 


*  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  III,  p.  736, 
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is  fo  remarkable  on  this  ifland.  Many  plants  here  attain 
twice  the  height  which  they  have  in  other  countries  j  their 
leaves  are  broader,  their  flowers  larger,  and  more  richly 
fcented.  The  fame  obfervation  has  been  made  in  various 
volcanic  countries.  The  foil  of  Vefuvius  and  Etna  is  reck* 
oned  the  moft  fertile  in  Italy  and  Sicily  ;  and  fome  of  the 
beft  flavoured  wines  which  Italy  produces  are  raifed  upon 
it.  The  volcanic  ground  on  the  Habichtfwald,  in  Hefle, 
though  fltuated  in  a  high,  cold,  and  barren  country,  is  fur- 
priflngly  fertile,  and  covered  with  verdure.  All  kinds  of 
plants,  indigenous  and  foreign,  thrive  with  luxuriance,  and 
make  this  beautiful  fpot,  on  which  the  gardens  of  the 
landgrave  are  fltuated,  the  admiration  of  all  beholders. 
Nay,  to  confine  ourfelves  to  our  own  voyage,  the  Society 
Iflands,  the  Marquefas,  and  fome  of  the  Friendly  Iflands, 
where  we  found  volcanic  remains,  as  well  as  Ambrrym  and 
Tanna,  where  we  actually  faw  burning  mountains,  have  a 
rich  and  fertile  foil,  in  which  nature  difplays  the  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  the  vegetable  kingdom.  Eafier  Ifland  itfelf,  wholly 
overturned  by  fome  volcanic  eruption,  produces  different 
vegetables  and  ufeful  roots,  without  any  other  foil  than 
flags,  cinders,  and  pumice-flones  ;  though  the  burning  heat 
of  the  fun,  from  which  there  is  no  fhelter,  fhould  feem  fuf- 
ficient  to  fhrivel  and  deftroy  every  plant. 

We  foon  reached  the  firfl  fmoking  place,  but  feeing  the 
natives  fomewhat  higher,  we  did  not  flop,  and  walked  up 
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to  them.  They  were  the  fame  who  had  behaved  fo  well 
to  us  the  day  before,  and  they  now  fent  fome  of  their  peo¬ 
ple  up  into  the  country,  as  foon  as  they  faw  us.  Mr. 
Hodges  fketched  fome  views,  whilft  we  palled  our  time  in 
examining  feveral  plants,  and  fufpended  a  thermometer,, 
with  Fahrenheit’s  fcale,  on  a  tree  in  the  fliade.  This  ther¬ 
mometer  flood  at  78°  on  board  the  (hip,  at  half  an  hour 
pad  eight,  which  was  the  time  of  our  departure.  Having 
been  carried  up  clofe  to  the  body,  it  had  rifen  to  8  7  0  ;  but 
after  hanging  five  minutes,  at  a  difiance  of  twenty  yards 
from  the  folfatarra,  it  remained  at  8o°.  We  made  a  hole 
in  the  earth,  deep  enough  to  contain  the  thermometer  in 
its  whole  length,  and  fufpending  it  from  a  flick  into  this 
hole,  it  rofe  in  half  a  minute  to  1700.  We  left  it  there 
for  the  fpace  of  four  minutes,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
it  ftill  marked  the  fame  degree.  The  infiant  it  was  taken 
out,  it  fell  to  1  60 °,  and  in  a  few  minutes  gradually  to  80® 
again.  The  fleam  which  iflues  from  this  place  is  confe- 
quently  of  the  hotteft.  The  natives,  who  obferved  that  we 
fiirred  in  the  folfatarra,  defired  us  to  leave  it,  telling  us  it 
would  take  fire,  and  refemble  the  volcano,  which  they 
called  ajfior.  They  feemed  to  be  extremely  apprehenfive  of 
fome  mifchance,  and  were  very  uneafy  as  often  as  we  made 
the  leaf!  attempt  to  diflurb  the  fulphureous  earth.  We 
walked  higher,  and  found  feveral  other  fpots  fmoking,  and 
of  the  fame  nature  with  that  before  defcribed.  By  this 
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time  the  meflengers,  whom  the  people  had  Tent  off,  came 
back  with  fugar-canes  and  coco-nuts,  and  treated  us  as 
they  had  done  the  preceding  morning.  After  this  refrefh- 
ment  we  advanced  higher  up  the  hill,  towards  another  in 
fight,  from  whence  we  hoped  to  have  a  nearer  view  of  the 
volcano  y  but  upon  our  approaching  fome  plantations,  the 
natives  came  out,  and  pointed  out  a  path,  which  they  pre¬ 
tended  led  dire&'ly  to  the  volcano  or  afloor.  We  followed 
them  for  feveral  miles,  through  various  windings,  being 
continually  furrounded  by  woods,  which  hid  the  country 
from  us  on  all  fides.  At  laft  we  found  ourfelves  near  the 
fea-lhore,  from  whence  we  had  fet  our,  and  faw,  or  thought 
we  faw,  that  the  inhabitants  had  been  artful  enough  to  lead 
us  far  from  their  dwellings,  where  they  diflike  the  prefence 
of  flrangers.  One  of  them  was  a  very  intelligent  man,  and 
gave  us  the  names  of  feveral  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood, 
fome  in  diretftions  where  we  had  not  been.  As  we  knew 
that  captain  Cook  had  collected  a  lift  of  names  of  countries 
the  day  before,  all  which  he  afterwards  found  to  be  diftridfts 
on  the  ifle  of  Tanna,  we  particularly  enquired  of  our  In¬ 
dian,  whether  the  places  which  he  enumerated  were  like- 
wife  fituated  on  this  ifland  ;  but  he  exprefsly  faid  there  was 
the  fea  (taflfee)  between  them  ;  and  feeing  us  make  circles 
on  a  paper,  made  figns  that  we  were  right. 

We  fpent  the  afternoon  in  an  excurfion  round  the  flat  hill 
to  the  fouth-eaftward.  Here  we  found  fome  new  plants, 
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and  met  with  a  few  natives,  who  offered  to  conduct  us  to 
the  fea  on  the  other  fide.  However,  obferving  that  they 
only  endeavoured  to  lead  us  back  to  the  watering  place  by 
another  path,  we  left  them,  and  walked  on  alone  through 
the  plantations,  many  of  which  were  enclofed  with  fences 
of  reed  five  feet  high.  However  another  native  foon  came 
after  us,  and  brought  us  to  the  beach  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  ifland.  We  faw  the  ifle  of  Anattom  again,  and  the  na¬ 
tive  pointed  a  little  to  the  north  of  it,  where  he  faid  another 
ifland  was  fltuated,  which  he  called  Eetonga.  This  circum- 
flance  ftrengthens  the  conjecture  which  I  ventured  before, 

i 

that  there  is  fome  connection  or  intercourfe  between  Tanna 
and  the  Friendly  Iflands.  The  name  of  Eetonga  has  a  great 
fimilarity  with  that  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  and  fome  of  the  na¬ 
tives  of  Middleburgh  Ifland,  or  Eaoowhe,  really  call  it 
Eetonga-Tabboo.  The  latter  part  of  the  word,  (Tabboo)  is 
affixed  to  other  iflands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  ;  viz.  Tabboo- 
amannoo  (Saunders  Ifland)  and  Tabboo-ai  *.  I  will  not 
pretend  to  fay  that  the  people  of  Tanna  deflgn  the  ifland  of 
Tonga-Tabboo  by  their  Eetonga  ;  but  there  is  room  to  fup- 
pofe  that  fome  other  ifland  of  that  name  may  be  fltuated 
towards  the  Friendly  Iflands  which  facilitates  the  connec¬ 
tion.  When  we  had  fatisfied  our  curiofity  we  returned  to 
the  beach  at  the  bay,  where  our  people  had  once  more 
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caught  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  weight  of  fifh. 
This  good  fortune  enabled  the  captain  to  give  the  whole 
(hip’s  company  another  frefli  meal,  which  was  confirmed 
with  the  greateft  avidity.  The  bay  contained  great  plenty 
of  fifh,  and  fome  of  the  petty  officers,  who  took  the  trou¬ 
ble  of  fifhing,  caught  feveral  albecores  and  cavalhas  of  pro¬ 
digious  dimenfions  during  night.  Two  fifh  of  the  fame 
fpecies  which  had  poifoned  fo  many  perfons  at  Mallicollo 
were  likewife  taken  one  morning  ;  but  though  I  wifhed  par¬ 
ticularly  to  draw  and  defcribe  this  fpecies,  in  order  to  en¬ 
able  future  navigators  to  be  on  their  guard,  yet  fuch  was  the 
greedinefs  with  which  all  our  fhipmates  now  feized  on  a 
frefh  meal,  that  in  fpite  of  the  example,  which  was  recent 
in  all  our  memories,  the  fifh  were  cut  up,  falted,  and  pep¬ 
pered  the  moment  they  came  out  of  the  water.  Fortunate¬ 
ly  thofe  who  dined  upon  them  did  not  feel  any  bad  effects*, . 
a  farther  proof  that  thofe  which  poifoned  the  officers  had 
fed  upon  fome  noxious  vegetables,  and  by  that  means  ac¬ 
quired  a  bad  quality,  which  is  not  natural  to  them.  Our 
failors  relied  on  the  experiment  of  the  filver-fpoon,  which 
remained  perfectly  untainted  after  being  boiled  with  the 
fifh ;  but  it  is  at  prefent  well  known  that  this  mark  is  ex¬ 
tremely  fallacious,  and  that  only  certain  forts  of  poifons » 
tinge  that  metal  with  an  unufual  colour.  The  natives  ftill 
continued  to  fell  us  fome  yams,  but  the  trade  was  very  far 
from  being  brifk.  Tortoife-fhell  was  the  only  commodity 
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which  they  were  defirous  to  obtain  j  but  as  we  had  never 
expefted  a  demand  for  it,  it  happened  that  there  were  only 
a  few  fmall  pieces  in  the  fhip,  which  had  been  accidentally 
purchafed  at  Tonga-Tabboo.  Thofe  who  were  in  poffeflion 
of  this  valuable  article  were  far  from  making  proper  ufe 
of  it.  Notwithftanding  the  loathfomenefs  of  fait  meat,  the 
failor  could  not  be  brought  to  have  a  lingle  provident 
thought  for  the  future,  and  exchanged  his  tortoife-fliell  for 
bows  and  arrows,  infiead  of  laying  up  a  (lock  of  yams. 

Our  fliort  excurfions  into  the  country  did  not  produce 
fuch  great  difcoveries  in  botany,  as  to  confine  us  to  the  Ihip 
a  whole  day.  We  therefore  haftened  afiiore  every  morn¬ 
ing,  and  endeavoured  to  collect  materials  for  new  obfer- 
vation.  On  the  13th,  we  walked  up  the  flat  hill  to  the 
eaftward,  in  order  to  vifit  our  friends  who  lived  with  old 
Paw-yangom.  We  arrived  at  the  plantations  unfeen  by 
any  of  the  natives,  who  now  came  down  in  very  fmall 
numbers  to  the  beach,  their  curiofity  being  fatisfied,  and 
their  diftruft  conflderably  leffened.  We  heard  one  of  the 
men  at  work  cutting  down  a  tree  with  his  hatchet  offione, 
and  obferved  him  through  the  bulhes  a  long  while.  The 
tree  was  not  fo  thick  as  a  man’s  thigh,  and  yet  it  was  a 
very  laborious  undertaking,  with  fuch  a  tool  as  this 
hatchet,  to  cut  it  in  two.  We  went  up  to  him,  and  he  im* 
mediately  left  off  working,  in  order  to  talk  to  us.  Several 
boys,  who  remembered  us,  came,  calling  us  by  name,  and 
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brought  us  handfulls  of  figs  and  yamboos ;  and  the  women 
likewife  ventured  to  come  and  look  at  us.  We  examined  the 
hatchet  which  the  man  employed,  and  found  it  formed  exadtly 
like  thofe  which  are  madeufeof  at  the  Friendly  and  Society 
Iilands.  The  blade  was  of  a  black  ttone,  which  refembled  the 
bafaltes  employed  at  thofe  places,  and  he  told  us  it  came  from 
the  ifle  of  Anattom.  He  Ihewed  us  at  the  fame  time  an¬ 
other  kind  of  hatchet,  to  which  a  broken  fhell  was  fattened 
inftead  of  a  blade.  This  fhell,  which  feemed  to  be  a  part  of 
a  mitre-fhell  (voluta  mitra ),  he  faid  was  brought  from  the 
low  ifland  Immer,  a  few  leagues  to  the  northward  of  the 
bay."  It  appeared  that  he  was  clearing  a  piece  of  ground, 
in  order  to  plant  it  with  yams.  Fie  had  already  cut  down 
a  quantity  of  bullies,  which  lay  in  heaps,  and  which  he 
told  us  he  would  fet  on  fire.  We  proceeded  from  hence 
towards  the  fea  fhore  on  the  other  fide,  attended  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  boys,  and  feveral  young  men.  We  {hot  fome  birds  in 
our  way  thither,  and  collected  feveral  new  plants  in  the  plan¬ 
tations,  which  were  more  delightfully  fituated  than  any 
we  had  hitherto  feen.  We  found  in  them  a  variety  of 
odoriferous  plants,  and  fome  others,  which  it  feems  were 
cultivated  only  for  their  elegant  appearance,  as  is  fre¬ 
quently  pratftifed  in  gardens.  We  alfo  took  notice  of  the 
catappa-tree,  of  which  the  nuts  have  a  large  delicious  ker¬ 
nel,  twice  as  big  as  an  almond.  It  had  filed  its  leaves  at 
prefent  j  but  the  nuts  of  the  laft  feafon  were  ttill  flicking 
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on  the  branches:  the  boys  broke  the  hard  fhell  between 
hones,  prefenting  the  kernel  to  us  on  a  clean  frefh  leaf. 
They  were  as  affiduous  at  prefent  in  offering  their  fervices 
as  the  Taheitians,  and  from  lefs  interefled  motives.  If  we 
had  collected  a  plant,  of  which  we  could  find  no  other  fpe- 
cimens,  we  only  fhewed  it  them,  and  away  they  flew  to 
gather  it  for  us,  in  places  where  they  knew  it  was  to  be 
found.  They  were  extremely  fond  of  feeing  us  £hoor, 
eagerly  pointed  out  birds  on  the  fummits  of  the  coco-palms, 
and  were  overjoyed  as  often  as  we  killed  them.  Near  every 
hut  we  faw  fome  poultry,  and  feveral  well  fed  hogs  j  and 
here  and  there  we  obferved  rats  running  over  the  path,  of 
the  fame  fort  which  is  common  in  the  other  iflands  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  They  particularly  frequented  the  fields  of 
fugar-cane,  in  which  they  make  great  depredation.  The 
natives  had  therefore  dug  feveral  holes  all  round  thefe 
plantations,  in  which  they  catch  thefe  animals.  When  we 
came  to  the  fe a  fhore,  we  walked  to  the  northward  along 
the  beach  a  good  away,  in  order  to  come  to  the  point, 
which  the  natives  from  the  other  fide  had  repeatedly 
guarded  from  our  fight.  On  the  fhore  we  obferved  fome 
fmall  huts,  which  we  took  to  be  the  abode  of  fifhermen, 
and  from  whence  we  concluded  that  we  had  been  formerly 
miftaken,  in  fuppofing  them  unacquainted  with  filhing; 
however,  we  faw  no  inhabitants,  no  nets,  nor  'fifli  in  thefe 
huts,  but  only  fome  darts,  which  might  be  ufed  as  har¬ 
poons. 
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poons,  or  filh-gigs.  Our  attending  Indians  were  greatly 
alarmed  on  feeing  us  go  on  towards  the  point,  and  with 
much  anxious  intreaty  prevailed  on  us  to  give  up  all  thoughts 
of  going  to  examine  that  part  of  the  ifland.  They  repeated 
to  us  the  (igns  of  eating  human  flefh  j  and  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  that  this  pra&ice  ftill  prevails  among  them. 
Thofe  who  contend,  that  anthropophagy  has  the  plea  of  the 
moft  cruel  neceffity,  will  hardly  be  able  to  account  for  its 
exigence  in  a  nation  living  in  a  rich  and  fertile  country, 
having  plenty  of  vegetable  food,  and  likewife  well  provided 
with  domeftic  animals.  The  principle  of  revenge  feems 
much  more  likely  to  have  produced  this  extraordinary 
cuftom,  wherever  it  has  been  obferved.  Self-prefervation  is 
doubtlefs  the  firft  law  of  nature,  and  the  paflions  are  fubfer- 
vient  to  its  purpofes.  In  civilized  communities  we  have 
tacitly  confented  to  laws  and  regulations,  and  delegated  to 
certain  individuals  the  power  to  redrcfs  our  wrongs ;  but 
among  favages  every  man  rights  himfelf,  and  anger  and 
revenge  are  implanted  in  his  bread,  to  repiefs  the  injuries 
and  oppreffions  of  others.  They  are  equally  natural  to 
him  as  the  fentiments  of  general  philanthropy  ;  and  how¬ 
ever  different  and  oppofne  thefe  two  impulfes  of  nature 
may  feem,  yet  they  are  fprings,  which,  by  adding  againft 
each  other,  keep  the  whole  fyftem  of  human  fociety  in 
conftant  motion,  and  prevent  its  total  fubverfion  or  corrup¬ 
tion.  A  man  wholly  deftitutc  of  philanthropy  is  a 
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monder,  juflly  detefted  by  all  mankind;  but  another,  en¬ 
tirely  incapable  of  anger,  is  a  Iheepifh  wretch,  liable  to  be 
infulted  by  every  mean-fpirited  villain.  A  nation,  or  I 
may  fay  a  family,  (as  favages  feldom  live  in  greater  com¬ 
munities},  which  has  been  frequently  expofed  to  the  attacks 
and  infults  of  others,  naturally  contratfts  a  degree  of  hatred 
and  inveteracy  againft  its  oppreffors,  which  renders  its  re¬ 
venge  more  furious,  unbounded,  and,  in  out*  eyes,  more 
cruel.  If  the  enemy  have  ufed  treacherous  arts,  they  create 
diftruft,  and  in  the  end  form  a  malevolent  difpofition, 
which  foon  has  recourfe  to  the  fame  bafenefs.  At  the  lead 
fhadow  of  an  injury  they  are  up  in  arms,  and  threaten  to 
bear  down  all  before  them  :  when  they  are  actually  pro¬ 
voked,  they  are  ruled  by  no  other  law  but  that  of  the 
drongeft,  and  exterminate  their  foes  with  a  degree  of  fury, 
which  is  capable  of  the  mod  horrid  excefles  *.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  a  nation,  which  has  not  experienced,  or  has  long  loft 
the  remembrance  of  mifchievous  enemies,  and  inveterate 
broils,  which,  by  applying  to  agriculture,  has  arrived  to  a 
degree  of  opulence,  luxury,  and  civilization,  and  acquired 
new  and  refined  ideas  of  philanthropy,  is  unaccuftomed  to 
the  fudden  overflowings  of  the  bile,  and  flow  to  refent  an 
affront  f.  The  natives  of  Tanna  doubtlefs  are  engaged, 
cither  in  civil  feuds  with  each  other,  or  in  frequent  wars 

1 
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with  the  adjacent  iflanders ;  their  referved  and  diftruftful 
behaviour  towards  us  at  firft,  and  their  cuftom  of  going 
conftantly  armed,  feems  clearly  to  prove  the  truth  of  this 
after tion.  We  have  therefore,  I  think,  great  room  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  violence  of  refentment  has  infenfibly  led 
them  to  the  cuftom  of  eating  human  flefh,  which  they 
pra&ife  according  to  their  own  confeftion.  But  we  mull 
Hill  remain  utterly  ignorant  of  the  reafons  which  induced 
them  to  prohibit  our  accefs  towards  the  eaftern  point  of  the 
harbour. 

We  turned  back  with  our  Indians  to  their  great  joy 
and  fatisfadlion.  They  led  us  on  by  a  path  which  we 
had  never  trodden  before,  through  a  variety  of  the 
richeft  plantations,  kept  in  excellent  order.  The  boys 
ran  before  us,  and  gave  us  repeated  marks  of  their 
Ikill  in  warlike  exercifes.  They  flung  a  ftone  with  great 
accuracy,  and  made  ufe  of  a  green  reed,  or  ftiff  grafs,  in 
lieu  of  a  dart.  They  had  attained  to  fuch  perfection  in 
throwing  the  latter,  that  they  never  failed  to  hit  their  object, 
and  knew  to  give  the  reed,  which  every  breath  of  air  might 
turn  out  of  its  way,  fo  much  force  and  moment,  that  it 
entered  above  an  inch  into  the  hardeft  wood.  They  poifed 
it  between  the  loweft  joint  of  the  thumb,  and  the  hand, 
without  touching  it  with  a  Angle  finger.  The  youngefl; 
among  them,  five  or  fix  years  old,  already  habituated  them— 
Selves  to  this  exercife,  and  thus  prepared  one  day,  to  wield 
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their  arms  with  a<5livity  and  efFeCl.  By  various  windings 
we  came  back  to  their  habitations,  where  the  women  were 
employed  in  dreffing  their  dinner.  They  had  made  a  fire 
of  a  few  flicks  above  ground,  under  the  fig-tree,  and 
broiled  the  roots  of  yams  and  eddoes  over  it.  As  foon 
as  we  arrived  they  were  ftartled,  and  began  to  run  away, 
but  our  conductors  quieted  them,  and  they  continued  their 
operations.  We  fat  down  on  the  trunk  of  a  tree  which 
lay  before  one  of  the  houfes,  and  endeavoured  to  talk 
with  our  new  friends  as  well  as  we  could,  whilft  fome  of 
them  were  gone  to  fetch  us  fome  refrefhments.  We  col¬ 
lected  a  number  of  words  of  their  language  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  had  the  pleafure  to  fatisfy  their  curiofity  re- 
fpeCting  our  drefs,  arms,  and  various  implements,  con¬ 
cerning  which  they  had  hitherto  not  ventured  to  afk  a 
Angle  queflion.  The  inhabitants  of  adjacent  plantations 
hearing  of  our  arrival,  crouded  about  us,  and  feemed 
much  pleafed  that  they  could  converfe  amicably  and  fa¬ 
miliarly  with  us.  As  I  happened  to  hum  a  fong,  many 
of  them  very  eagerly  intreated  me  to  fing  to  them,  and 
though  not  one  of  us  was  properly  acquainted  with  mufic, 
yet  we  ventured  to  gratify  their  curiofity,  and  in  faCt,  of¬ 
fered  them  a  great  variety  of  different  airs.  Some  German 
and  Englifh  fongs,  efpecially  of  the  more  lively  kind, 
pleafed  them  very  much;  but  Dr.  Sparrman’s  Swedifli  tunes 
gained  univerfal  applaufe ;  from  whence  it  appeared  that 
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their  judgment  of  mufic  was  not  influenced  by  the  fame 
rules  which  regulate  the  tafle  of  other  countries.  When 
we  had  performed,  we  defired  them  in  return  to  give  us  an 
opportunity  of  admiring  their  talents,  and  one  of  them  im¬ 
mediately  began  a  very  fimple  tune ;  it  was  however  harmo- 

4 

nious,  and,  as  far  as  we  could  judge,  fuperior  to  the  mufic 
of  all  the  nations  in  the  tropical  part  of  the  South  Sea,  which 
we  had  hitherto  heard.  It  ran  through  a  much  more  con- 
fiderable  compafs  of  notes,  than  is  employed  at  Taheitee,  or 
even  at  Tonga-Tabboo  ;  and  had  a  ferious  turn  which  diftin- 
guifhed  it  very  remarkably  from  the  fofter  effeminate  mufic 
of  thofe  iflands.  The  words  feemed  to  be  metrically  ar¬ 
ranged,  and  flowed  very  currently  from  the  tongue.  When 
the  fir  ft  had  finifhed  his  fong,  another  began  ;  his  tune 
was  different  as  to  the  compofition,  but  had  the  fame  ferious 
ftyle  which  ftrongly  marked  the  general  turn  of  the  people. 
They  were  indeed  feldom  feen  to  laugh  fo  heartily,  and  jeft 
fo  facetioufly,  as  the  more  polifhed  nations  of  the  Friendly 
and  Society  Iflands,  who  have  already  learnt  to  fet  a  great 
value  on  thefe  enjoyments.  Our  friendly  natives  likewife  pro¬ 
duced  a  mufical  inftrument,  which  confided  of  eight  reeds, 
like  the  fyrinx  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  with  this  difference,  that 
the. reeds  regularly  decreafed  in  fize,  and  comprehended  an 
o&ave,  though  the  (ingle  reeds  were  not  perfe&ly  in  tune. 
We  might  perhaps  have  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing 
them  play  on  this  inftrument,  had  not  the  arrival  of  fome 
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canes,  and  figs,  obliged  us  in  civility  to  transfer  our  at¬ 
tention  from  the  muficians,  to  thofe  who  brought  us  fuch 
a -valuable  gift.  And  here  I  cannot  but  lament,  that  the 
ingenious  and  obliging  friend,  who  communicated  to  me 
his  remarks  on  the  mufic  of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  of  Ta- 
heitee  and  New  Zeeland,  did  not  likewife  vifit  the  ifland  of 
Tanna,  which  in  that  refpetft  would  doubtlefs  have  fur- 
nilhed  him  with  fome  curious  and  ufeful  obfervations. 

If  we  have  before  obferved  the  principle  of  revenge  to 
have  been  active  among  the  natives  of  Tanna,  we  mull 
allow  at  the  fame  time,  that  benevolence,  and  a  love  of 
the  fellow-creature,  are  not  entirely  banifhed  from  their 
hearts.  As  there  is  the  greateft  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  their 
life  is  frequently  diflurbed  by  the  troubles  of  war,  we  can¬ 
not  be  furprifed  at  the  diftruft  which  they  all  exprefied 
towards  us,  on  the  fiiTt  days  of  our  acquaintance  *,  but  as 
foon  as  they  were  thoroughly  convinced  of  our  harmlefs 
intentions,  they  naturally  gave  way  to  a  contrary  impulfe, 
which  nothing  but  the  neceffity  of  felf-prefervation  could 
have  filenced  fo  long.  They  did  not  indeed  trade  with  us,  be- 
caufe  their  affluence  is  not  yet  equal  to  that  of  the  Taheitians; 
but  hofpitality  does  not  confift  in  exchanging  an  article  of 
which  you  have  more  than  a  fufficicncy,  for  another  of 
which  you  Hand  greatly  in  need. 

Having  made  various  prefents  to  our  friends,  to  the  befl: 
of  our  abilities,  we  returned  down  to  the  beach,  and  pafled 
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fome  time  among  the  natives  who  were  there  afiembled.  We 
obferved  more  women  among  them  this  day,  than  we  had 
found  before ;  mod  of  them  were  married,  and  carried 
their  children  in  a  mat-fatchel  on  their  backs.  Some  had 
balkets  of  a  clofe  texture,  made  of  pliant  dicks,  in  which 
they  brought  a  brood  of  young  chickens,  whild  others  had 
yamboos,  and  figs,  which  they  prefented  to  us.  Among  the 
red,  we  faw  one  who  had  a  whole  bafket  full  of  green 
oranges,  though  on  all  our  excurfions  we  had  never  found 
a  fingle  orange-tree  in  the  plantations.  However,  we  were 
much  pleafed  to  have  feen  this  fruit  at  Tanna,  as  well  as 
at  Mallicollo,  there  being  great  room  to  fuppofe,  that  it  is 
likewife  a  production  of  the  intermediate  iflands.  We  were 
fortunate  in  little  acquifitions  to-day  ;  another  woman  gave 
us  a  pye*  or  pudding,  of  which  the  crud  or  dough  was 
made  of  bananas,  and  eddoes  ;  and  the  contents  were  the 
leaves  of  the  okra  (hibifcus  efculentus)  mixed  up  with  the 
kernel  of  a  coco-nut.  This  pudding  was  exceedingly  weil- 
taded,  and  (hewed  that  the  women  are  well  (killed  in 
cookery.  We  alfo  purchafed  feveral  pipes  of  eight  reeds, 
which  the  natives  brought  for  fale,  and  fome  bows,  arrows, 
and  clubs  ;  with  all  which  we  returned  on  board,  rather 
later  in  the  day  than  ufual. 

After  dinner  we  came  on  Ihore  again,  to  be  prefent  at 
hauling  the  feine  j  however,  when  we  arrived  on  the  beach, 
we  feparated,  and  Dr.  Sparrman  went  up  the  flat  hill  with 
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me,  to  pay  another  vifit  to  the  natives.  Some  of  them 
met  us  about  half  way,  and  condu&ed  us  to  the  huts. 
We  were  no  fooner  feated  with  the  father  of  one  of  the 
families,  a  middle-aged  man,  of  a  promifing  countenance, 
than  our  friends  importuned  us  to  fmg  to  them  again.  We 
readily  complied  with  their  requeft,  and  when  they  feemed 
to  wonder  at  the  difference  in  our  fongs,  we  endeavoured 
to  make  them  comprehend  that  we  were  natives  of  different 
countries.  Hearing  this,  they  pointed  at  an  elderly  thin 
man  in  the  circle  of  our  hearers,  and  telling  us  that  he 
was  a  native  of  Irromanga  *,  defired  him  to  fing  to  us. 
The  man  immediately  ftepped  forward,  and  began  a  fong, 
in  the  courfe  of  which  he  made  a  variety  of  gefliculations, 
not  only  to  our  entertainment,  but  to  the  great  fatisfa&ion 
of  all  the  people  about  him.  His  fong  was  to  the  full  as 
mufical  as  that  of  the  people  of  Tanna,  but  it  feemed  to  be 
of  a  droll  or  humorous  nature,  from  his  various  ludicrous-’ 
poflures,  and  from  the  particular  tone  of  the  whole.  The 
language  was  utterly  diflintSt  from  that  of  Tanna,  but  not 
harfh  or  ill-fuited  to  mufic.  It  feemed  likewife  to  have  a 
certain  metre,  but  very  different  from  that  flow  and  ferious 
one  which  we  heard  this  morning.  It  appeared  to  us, 
when  he  had  done  fmging,  that  the  people  of  Tanna  fpoke 
to  him  in  his  own  language,  but  that  he  was  not  acquainted 
with  theirs.  Whether  he  came  as  a  vifitor,  or  had  been 

*  The  laft  ifland  from  whence  we  came  to  Tanna. 
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taken  prifoner,  we  could  not  determine  ;  the  natives  how¬ 
ever  told  us  upon  this  oecafion,  that  their  belt  clubs,  made 
of  cafuarina  wood,  came  from  Irromanga,  fo  that  it  is 
probable  they  have  an  amicable  intercourfe,  or  carry  on  a 
kind  of  trade  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland.  We  ob- 
ferved  no  remarkable  chara&eriftic  difference  in  his  features 
from  thofe  of  the  people  of  Tanna,  and  his  cuftom  of  drefP 
ing,  or  rather  ornamenting  himfelf  was  the  fame.  His 
hair  was  woolly,  fliort,  and  therefore  not  divided  into 
little  queues.  His  temper  was  very  chearful,  and  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  more  inclined  to  mirth  than  any  of  the  people 
of  Tanna. 

Whilft  the  native  of  Irromanga  was  Tinging,  the  women 
came  out  of  their  huts,  and  feated  themfelves  in  the  little 
group  which  furrounded  us.  They  were  in  general  of  a 
low  ftature,  compared  with  the  men,  and  wore  fhaggy  pet¬ 
ticoats,  made  of  graffes  and  leaves,  which  lengthened  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  age.  Such  as  had  borne  children,  and 
Teemed  to  be  about  thirty  years  old,  had  entirely  loft  ail  the 
feminine  graces,  and  their  petticoats  depended  to  the  an¬ 
cles.  Some  young  girls,  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  had 
very  agreeable  fmall  features,  and  a  fmile  which  became 
more  engaging,  in  proportion  as  their  fears  wore  oft'. 
Their  whole  form  was  flender,  their  arms  particularly  de¬ 
licate,  but  the  bofom  round  and  full,  and  the  petticoats 
barely  reaching  to  the  knee.  Their  hair  curling  upon 
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their  heads,  without  being  cut,  or  retrained  into  any  par- 
ticular  form,  had  not  a  bad  effect;  and  the  green  plantane 
leaf  which  they  generally  wore,  inftead  of  covering  it  from 
the  fight,  ferved  rather  to  fet  off  its  black  colour  to  advan¬ 
tage.  They  wore  in  their  ears  tortoife-fhell  rings  ;  but  wer 
obferved  that  the  number  of  ornaments  confiderably  en- 
creafed  with  age,  the  oldeft  and  ugliefi  being  loaded  with 
necklaces,  ear-rings,  nofe -jewels,  and  bracelets.  It  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  that  the  women  were  not  held  in  any  efteem 
by  the  men,  but  obeyed  upon  the  fmalleft  fign  j  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  accounts  of  our  waterers  (See  above,  p.  292.) 
many  were  feen  in  the  humiliating  guife  of  drudges  and' 
beads  of  burden.  Perhaps  the  laborious  talks  which  they 
are  forced  to  perform,  contribute  to  lefTen  their  flature,  ef- 
pecially  if  they  are  difproportioned  to  their  flrength.  It  is 
the  practice  of  all  uncivilized  nations  to  deny  their  women 
the  common  privileges  of  human  beings,  and  to  treat  them 
as  creatures  inferior  to  themfelves.  The  ideas  of  finding 
happinefs  and  comfort  in  the  bofom  of  a  companion,  only 
arife  with  a  higher  degree  of  culture.  Where  the  mind  is 
continually  occupied  with  the  means  of  felf-prefervation, 
there  can  be  but  little  refined  fentiment  in  the  commerce  of 
the  lexes,  and  nothing  but  brutal  enjoyment  is  known. 
Infirmity  and  meeknefs,  inftead  of  finding  a  protestor  in  the 
favage,  are  commonly  inful  ted  and  oppreffed :  the  love  of 
power  is  fo  natural  to  mankind,  that  they  eagerly  feize  every 
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opportunity  to  exercife  their  fuperiority  over  thofe  who  are 
unable  to  rdift.  The  encreafe  of  population  neceflarily  brings 
on  a  greater  degree  of  polilh;  the  cares  of  felf- prefer vation  are 
in  great  meafure  removed  from  the  individual  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  ;  affluence  takes  the  place  of  want  and  indigence,  and  the 
mind  more  unemployed,  takes  pleafure  in  the  more  refined 
enjoyment  of  life it  gives  a  loofe  to  a  difpofition  for  mirth 
and  play,  and  learns  to  fet  a  value  on  the  amiable  qualities 
of  the  fex.  The  favage  is  not  wholly  incapable  of  tender- 
nefs  and  affection  ;  we  trace  them  in  the  boy  whilft  he  re¬ 
mains  thoughtlefs  and  free  from  care  *  ;  but  as  foon  as  he 
feels  the  urgent  wants  of  his  exiftence,  every  other  fenti- 
ment  or  inftimft  is  forced  to  lie  dormant.  We  obferved  an 
inftance  of  affection  among  the  natives  of  Tanna  this 
evening,  which  flrongly  proves  that  the  paflions  and  innate 
qualities  of  human  nature  are  much  the  fame  in  every  cli¬ 
mate.  A  little  girl,  about  eight  years  old,  of  very  agree¬ 
able  features,  peeped  at  us  between  the  heads  of  the  people 
who  were  feated  on  the  ground.  As  foon  as  fhe  found  her- 
felf  obferved,  fhe  ran  away  to  hide  herfelf  in  the  hut.  I 
beckoned  the  child  to  come  back,  and  fhewed  her  a  piece  of 
Taheitee  cloth,  but  I  could  not  prevail  on  her  to  come  and 
fetch  it.  Her  father  got  up,  and  with  fome  entreaty  per?- 
fuaded  her  to  come  to  me.  I  took  hold  of  her  hand,  and 

*  We  may  remember,  that  the  attachment  of  the  people  at  Tanna  towards  us, 
began  with  the  rifing  generation. 
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gave  her  the  cloth,  and  a  number  of  little  ornaments.  But 
I  was  overpaid  by  the  pleafure  of  the  father,  the  joy,  the 
fondnefs  which  fparkled  in  his  eyes,  and  lighted  up  his 
whole  countenance. 

We  Raid  among  thefe  people  till  funfet,  and  were  enter¬ 
tained  with  fongs,  and  with  a  difplay  of  their  {kill.  At 
our  requeft  they  {hot  their  arrows  into  the  air,  and  at  a 
mark.  They  did  not  force  the  arrow  to  any  extraordinary 
height,  but  were  very  accurate  markfmen  at  a  fhort  dif- 
tance,  as  has  been  already  obferved.  With  their  clubs 
they  parried  the  darts  of  their  antagonift,  nearly  in  the 
fame  manner  as  I  have  deferibed  at  Taheitee  (See  p.  104.) 
They  told  us  that  all  the  clubs  which  have  a  lateral  blade, 
like  a  fleam  (See  p.  280.)  are  brought  from  the  low  ifland, 
which  they  call  Immer  ;  but  we  could  not  learn  whether 
they  are  manufactured  there  by  the  inhabitants,  or  whether 
the  ifland  is  uninhabited,  and  they  only  vilit  it  occafionally, 
to  gather  Ihells  and  to  cut  wood.  Before  we  left  the  huts, 
the  women  had  lighted  feveral  fires  in  and  about  them,  and 
began  to  drefs  their  fuppers.  The  natives  all  huddled 
about  thefe  fires,  and  feemed  to  feel  the  evening  air  rather 
too  cool  for  their  naked  bodies.  Several  of  them  had  a 
fwelling  in  the  upper  eye-lid,  which  we  attributed  in  fome 
meafure  to  this  practice  of  fitting  in  the  fmoak.  It  im¬ 
peded  their  fight  fo  much,  that  they  were  obliged  to  lean 
their  heads  backwards,  till  the  eye  was  in  a  horizontal  line 
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with  the  object  which  they  wifhed  to  behold.  This  com¬ 
plaint  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  it  extended  to  feveral 
little  boys  five  and  fix  years  old  ;  from  whence  we  fuf- 
pe£ted  that  it  was  perhaps  propagated  from  one  generation 
to  another. 

When  we  arrived  on  the  beach,  almoft  all  the  natives  had* 
left  it,  and  in  a  fhort  time  we  were  left  entirely  to  our- 
felves.  To  us,  who  were  provided  with  deaths,  the  cool 
of  the  evening  was  delightful,  and  we  rambled  about  the 
deferted  woods  till  the  twilight  had  entirely  difappeared.  A 
prodigious  number  of  bats  of  a  fmall  fize  fluttered  about 
us,  coming  out  of  every  bufh  ;  but  our  endeavours  to  (hoot 
at  them  were  entirely  unfuccefsful,  for  we  could  not  fee 
them  till  they  were  clofe  to  us,  and  they  were  inflantly  out 
of  fight  again.  Our  people  having  replaced  their  nets  in 
the  boats,  after  toiling  a  long  time  with  no  other  fuccefs 
than  a  dozen  or  two  of  filh,  which  all  together  might  weigh 
thirty  pounds,  we  embarked  likewife,  and  returned  on 
board  to  reft  from  our  excurfion. 

The  next  morning  captain  Cook,  Mr.  Wales,  Mr.  Patton, 
and  feveral  other  gentlemen,  who  were  defirous  to  examine 
the  volcano,  fet  out  with  Dr.  Sparrman,  my  father,  myfelf, 
and  two  men,  and  walked  up  the  hill  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  bay.  The  weather  was  foggy,  heavy,  and  fultry,  but 
the  volcano  was  quiet.  We  foon  reached  the  folfatara, 
where  the  hot  fteam  rofe  plentifully.  The  experiment  to 
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Tiieafiire  the  degree  of  heat  was  repeated  as  on  the  12  th, 
with  this  difference,  that  the  thermometer  was  entirely  bu¬ 
ried  in  the  white  earth  where  the  vapour  came  up.  After 
it  had  remained  one  minute  in  this  Hate,  it  rofe  to  2iop, 
which  is  nearly  the  heat  of  boiling  water,  and  remained 
flationary  there  as  long  as  we  kept  it  in  the  hole,  which  was 
for  the  fpace  of  five  minutes.  As  foon  as  it  was  taken  out, 
it  fell  inflantly  to  95 °,  and  gradually  defcended  to  80 °, 
where  it  had  flood  previous  to  the  immerfion.  The  per¬ 
pendicular  height  of  the  firft  folfatara,  above  the  level  of 
thefea,  is  about  80  yards.  We  proceeded  up  the  hill,  and 
favv  feveral  extenfive  fpots  of  ground  which  had  been  clear¬ 
ed  of  wood  in  order  to  be  cultivated.  The  wretched  tools 
of  the  natives,  and  the  necefiity  of  working  very  flowly 
with  them,  to  which  we  had  been  witnefles  on  the  other 
hill,  convinced  us  that  this  piece  of  ground,  which  com¬ 
prehended  near  two  acres,  mud  have  required  a  great  deal 
of  labour  and  a  long  fpace  of  time  to  clear.  We  paffed  by 
fome  dwellings,  but  did  not  fee  a  native  flirring,  till  we 
came  to  another  plantation  in  very  good  order,  where  a 
fingle  man  was  planting  fome  yams.  He  was  at  firfi  a  little 
ltanled  at  our  appearance,  but  on  afking  him  the  way  to  the 
volcano,  he  pointed  out  a  path  and  returned  to  his  former 
employment.  We  faw  fome  hogs  and  poultry  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  thefe  houfes,  which  were  permitted  to  roam 
about  unconfined ;  but  perhaps  the  fences  which  the  na¬ 
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i-ivcs  form  round  fome  of  their  plantations,  may  be  intend- 
ed  to  exclude  the  hogs.  A  little  farther  on  we  were  met 
by  two  natives,  who  came  out  of  an  adjacent  garden  of  ba¬ 
nanas,  and  continued  to  walk  with  us.  Coming  to  a  place 
where  the  path  divided,  another  man  appeared  in  that  part 
which  led  into  the  country,  and  with  his  uplifted  dart  pro¬ 
hibited  our  advancing  that  way.  We  told  him  we  were  de- 
firous  of  going  to  the  volcano,  and  he  prefently  pointed 
out  the  other  path  to  us,  and  went  before  to  lead  the  way. 
As  we  advanced,  we  took  notice  that  he  continually  count¬ 
ed  over  our  number ;  and  having  brought  us  to  a  clear  part 
of  the  hill,  from  whence  a  confiderable  fpace  of  country 
could  be  overlooked,  we  difeovered  that  he  had  milled  us, 
and  attempted  to  bring  us  off  our  road.  We  therefore  re¬ 
turned  the  fame  way  we  came,  in  fpite  of  his  ligns,  which 
he  did  not  think  proper  to  enforce  at  prefent  with  any  hof* 
tile  gellures.  However,  feeing  us  determined  to  proceed 
againll  his  will,  he  blew  with  great  force  into  his  hand 
feveral  times,  and  was  foon  anfwcred  by  the  founding  of 
feveral  conchs  on  different  parts  of  the  hill.  Lie  now  called 
out  as  loud  as  he  could,  and  we  plainly  heard  him  men¬ 
tion  how  many  there  were  of  us,  probably  defiring  his 
countrymen  to  alienable  and  oppofe  us.  In  the  meanwhile 
we  loft  our  road  and  came  into  a  fine  fecluded  dell,  fur- 
rounded  by  trees  of  prodigious  height  and  extent,  where 
numbers  of  pigeons  and  parroquets  fluttered  about.  We 
Vol.  II  IT  u  palled 
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patted  fome  time  in  fliooting  here,  whilft  feveral  of  the 
natives  {till  continued  with  us,  efpecially  a  couple  of  little 
boys,  to  whom  we  made  fome  prefents  to  gain  their  good¬ 
will.  From  hence  we  proceeded  into  a  dark  path,  which 
had  many  various  windings,  and  at  once  opened  upon  a 
clear  fpot,  fur  rounded  by  three  or  four  houfes  of  the  fame 
dimenfions  as  thofe  where  old  Paw-yangom  dwelt.  Here 
about  a  dozen  men,  well  armed  with  bows  and  arrows, 
clubs  and  darts,  were  fitting  on  their  hams  in  a  row,  who 
inftantly  ftarted  up  at  fight  of  us.  We  beckoned  to  them, 
and  made  figns  that  we  meant  no  harm,  but  they  feemed 
not  to  trull  us  entirely.  Some  elderly  men  among  them 
feemed  to  have  pacific  intentions,  but  two  or  three  young 
fellows  frowned,  and  made  feveral  motions  with  their  arms, 
which,  though  not  exadlly  dire&ed  towards  us,  yet  might 
have  been  conttrued  into  a  provocation  if  we  had  been  very 
irafcible.  We  concluded  it  was  belt  to  return,  and  defired 

them  to  fliew  us  the  road  to  the  fea.  We  could  hot  have 
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hit  upon  a  better  method  of  quieting  their  diftruft  and  ap- 
prehenfions  at  once.  Some  of  them  went  before  us  down, 
a  narrow  path,  which  was  rather  fteep  at  firft  but  became 
more  eafy  afterwards.  Having  defcended  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile,  they  defired  us  to  flop  and  take  fome  repofe,  and 
feveral  of  their  brethren  came  to  us  loaded  with  coco- nuts, 
bananas,  and  abundance  of  fugar-canes.  The  fultrinefs  of 
the  weather  made  thefe  refrefhments  very  acceptable.  We 
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gave  the  Indians  feveral  prefents  in  return,  and  were  well 
pleafed  that  it  was  only  from  diflruft,  and  not  real  male¬ 
volence,  that  they  had  colle&ed  together  to  oppofe  our  pro- 
grefs  into  the  country.  After  a  walk  of  half  an  hour  we 
returned  to  the  beach  from  whence  we  had  fet  out,  and 
happily  ended  an  excurfion  which  might,  with  a  litde  more 
ralhnefs  on  our  part,  have  proved  fatal  not  only  to  the  na¬ 
tives,  but,  in  the  end,  to  ourfelves.  We  were  forced  to 
give  up  all  hopes  of  approaching  the  volcano ;  but  it  is 
purely  advifeable  to  abandon  a  purfuit  where  knowledge 
cannot  be  obtained  without  bloodfhed  and  injuflice. 

During  our  walk,  our  people  had  hauled  the  feine  with 
the  flood-tide,  and  obtained  a  fmall  quantity  of  fifli,  among 
which  we  found  a  new  fpecies.  The  pond  of  frefli  water 
likewife  furnifhed  us  with  a  new  fort  of  fifli,  and  the  fea- 
men  caught  a-  number  of  mud  eels  in  it.  With  thefe  fifh, 
and  feveral  new  plants  collected  on  the  hill,  we  returned  on 
board,  and  pafled  the  afternoon  in  defcribing  and  drawing 
them. 

We  refumed  our  excurfionss  into  the  country  the  next 
morning.  The  trade  for  yams  and  for  the  weapons  of  the 
natives  was  flill  carried  on,  but  tortoife-fliell  was  fo  fcarce 
in  the  (hip  that  we  could  make  but  a  fmall  purchafe  of  pro* 
vifions.  The  mother  of  pearl  fifli-hooks  of  the  Friendly 
Iflands,  which  had  the  barb  of  tortoife-fhell,  were  in  great 
requeft,  and  our  feamen  could  fometimes  obtain  a  handful 
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of  arrows  for  one  of  them ;  whereas  another  fifh-hook, 
equally  good,  but  with  a  mother  of  pearl  barb,  was  not 
elleemcd  by  the  natives.  We  rambled  about  among  the 
woods  on  the  plain,  and  (hot  feveral  birds,  of  which  this 
ifland  has  a  great  variety.  We  alfo  met  with  a  number  of 
Eaft-Indian  plants*  which  we  had  never  obferved  in  the  more 
calterly  idands.  But  the  mod  valuable  acquifition,  in  our 
opinion,  was  a  pigeon,  of  the  fort  which  is  common  at  the 
Friendly  Illands.  This  bird  had  the  (ides  of  its  bill  covered 
with  a  red  fubltance,  and,  upon  farther  examination,  had 
in  its  mouth  and  craw  two  nutmegs,  recently  fwallowed. 
They  were  dill  furrounded  by  a  fcarlet  coating,  which  was 
their  mace,  and  had  a  bitter  aromatic  tade,  but  no  fmelL 
The  nutmeg  itfelf  was  confiderably  more  oblong  than  the 
true  fpice  of  that  name,  but  had  likewife  a  very  bitter  and 
aromatic  tade.  We  foon  met  with  a  native,  to  whom  we 
(hewed  the  fruit,  and  defired  him  to  point  out  the  tree  on 
which  it  grew,  offering  him  a  mother  of  pearl  (hell  for  his 
trouble.  He  conducted  us  about  half  a  mile  up  into  the 
country  to  a  young  tree,  which,  as  he  affirmed,  bore  the 
nutmeg.  We  gathered  its  leaves,  but  faw  no  fruit,  which 
the  native  faid  had  all  been  eaten  by  the  pigeons.  The 
name  of  the  fruit,  in  the  language  of  the  country,  was 


*  The  Jlerculia  lalangha s,  Jierculia  faetida ,  diofcorea  oppofitifolia ,  rictnus  mappa , 
acanthus  ilicifolius ,  ifchcemum  mutuum ,  panicum  dimidiatum ,  croton  variegatum ,  and 
many  others. 


guannalaiu 


I 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

guannatan.  We  heard  fome  mulkets  fired,  which  had  an 
unufual  report,  and  made  us  apprehenfive  that  fome  diflur- 
bance  had  happened,  efpecially  as  we  thought  we  under- 

• 

flood  fomething  to  that  purpofe  from  the  mouth  of  a  na~f 
tive  who  pafled  by  us  coming  from  the  beach.  We  'there¬ 
fore  flattened  to  the  fea-fide,  but  foon  found  that  every  thing 
had  been  quiet  there.  However,  fhewing  the  leaves  of  the 
tree,  which  we  had  received  as  belonging  to  the  nutmeg- tree, 
all  the  natives  on  the  beach  agreed  in  giving  it  a  different 
name  from  that  which  our  guide  had  told  us,  though  he 
endeavoured  to  cover  his  deceit  by  telling  his  countrymen 
to  name  the  leaf  as  he  had  done.  We  expreffed  ftrong 
marks  of  indignation  at  his  behaviour,  and  the  other  na¬ 
tives  likewife  rebuked  him. 

In  the  afternoon  captain  Cook,  with  lieutenants  Cooper 
and  Pickerfgill,  Mr.  Patton,  Mr.  Hodges,  Dr.  Sparrman* 
my  father,  and  myfelf,  went  upon  the  flat  hill  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  and  patted  through  the  plantation  to  the  fea-lhore 
on  the  other  fide.  The  Ifle  of  Anattom,  which  the  captain 
was  particularly  defirous  to  fee,  was  for  the  greateft  part 
involved  in  haze.  We  returned  therefore  leifurely  through 
other  gardens,  (hooting  feveral  birds,  till  we  came  to  the 
huts  of  our  friendly  Indians.  The  father  of  the  child 
which  I  mentioned  page  325",  brought  me  a  prefent  of  ba¬ 
nanas,  fugar-canes,  and  coco-nuts,  and  thus  confirmed  us 
in  the  good  opinion  we  had  formed  of  his  fenlibility. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Hodges  made  feveral  iketches  of  views,  and  particularly 
drew  this  little  farm,  with  a  group  of  natives  of  both  fexes, 
feated  under  the  fliady  branches  of  the  fig-tree.  From 
thence  he  afterwards  compofed  an  elegant  picture,  which 
is  engraved  for  captain  Cook’s  account  of  this  voyage,  and 
gives  a  perfect  idea  of  the  ifland  of  Tanna,  and  its  in¬ 
habitants.  Towards  fun-fet  we  returned  on  board. 

The  next  morning  we  came  afhore  again,  and  imme¬ 
diately  walked  into  the  woods  on  the  plain.  We  faw  a 
great  number  of  large  and  beautiful  parroquets,  of  black, 
red,  and  yellow  plumage  ;  but  they  kept  on  the  tops  of  the 
higheft  fig-trees,  where  they  were  wholly  out  of  the  reach 
of  fmall  (hot,  guarded  by  the  thick  foliage.  The  fize  of 
thefe  trees  can  fcarcely  be  imagined.  Their  roots  grow 
above  ground  a  confiderable  part  of  their  length,  and  con¬ 
verge  together  into  one  enormous  ftem  about  ten  or  twelve 
feet  above  the  furface.  This  ftem  which  is  frequently  no 
lefs  than  three  yards  in  diameter,  feems  to  confift  of  feveral 
trees  grown  together,  which  form  every  where  lharp  lon¬ 
gitudinal  angles,  projecting  above  three  feet  from  the  main 
body.  Thus  it  rifes  thirty  or  forty  feet,  before  it  divides 
into  branches,  which  are  above  a  yard  in  diameter.  Thefe 
run  up  nearly  to  the  fame  height  without  dividing,  and  the 
fummit  of  the  tree  is  at  leaft  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
high.  The  place  where  they  were  mod  frequent,  was  a 
marfii  or  fwamp,  occafioned  by  feveral  branches  of  the 

fame 
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fame  pond,  from  which  we  fupplied  our  (hip  with  frefh 
water.  We  were  not  able  to  determine  whether  this  pond 
is  the  remains  of  a  river,  coming  from  the  inland  moun¬ 
tains,  and  lofing  itfelf  in  the  volcanic  fand  and  allies  which 
cover  the  plain  j  or  whether  it  is  only  the  produce  of  the 
rains  in  the  fummer  months.  It  had  innumerable  quan¬ 
tities  of  mufketoes  which  were  very  troublefome  to  us, 
and  was  likewife  the  abode  of  rails  and  ducks,  of  which 
we  could  never  obtain  any,  though  they  appeared  to  be  of 
a  new  fpecies.  We  walked  on  through  the  plain,  keeping 
on  its  weftern  part,  and  crofted  feveral  fpots,  which  being 
covered  with  grades,  refembled  our  meadows,  but  were 
much  overun  with  bind- weeds,  and  feparated  from  each 
other  by  wild  fhrubberies  which  had  the  effect  of  hedges. 
Now  and  then  we  met  with  great  fpots  entirely  covered 
with  tall  reeds  (faccharum  fpontaneum ,  Linn.)  which  we  could 
hardly  imagine  to  have  grown  in  fuch  great  quantities 
without  cultivation.  They  fupply  the  natives  with  (hafts 
for  their  arrows,  and  are  made  ufe  of  in  ba(ket-work, 
fences,  Sec.  Beyond  thefe  fields  we  came  into  a  foreft,  con¬ 
fiding  of  trees  of  the  fame  fort  with  thofe  which  cover  the 
weftern  fhores  of  the  bay.  Here  we  (hot  a  fpecies  of  wild 
dove  hitherto  unknown  to  naturalifts,  and  faw  fome  pario- 
quets,  which  were  exceflively  (hy,  and  may  perhaps  be 
feared  by  the  natives,  whofe  orchards  they  in  ted.  Advanc¬ 
ing  ftill  farther  we  came  into  a  hollow  road,  which  ap¬ 
peared! 
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peared  to  have  been  formed  by  a  current  of  water,  but  was 
perfedlly  dry  at  prefent,  and  ferved  as  a  path  to  the  natives. 
Its  Tides  were  fringed  in  the  mod  beautiful  manner  with 
ftirubberies  and  palms  ;  and  in  one  part  a  huge  venerable 
fig-tree  (ficus  religiofa ,  Linn.)  of  the  fame  fort  to  which  the 
Cinghalefe  and  natives  of  Malabar  pay  a  particular  regard  *, 
ftruck  its  roots  into  both  fides,  and  formed  an  adonilhing 
vaulted  arch  over  the  lane,  which  was  at  lead  five  yards 
wide.  A  prodigious  number  of  birds,  of  a  very  diminu¬ 
tive  fize,  fluttered  about  on  its  uppermofl  branches,  and 
picked  off  the  fruit.  We  reded  fome  time  under  its  (hade, 
whild  feveral  natives  palled  by,  who  did  not  exprefs  the 
lead  uneafinefs  at  light  of  us,  and  with  perfeift  unconcern 
heard  our  fowling-pieces  fired  at  birds.  Towards  noon 
we  returned  to  the  fea  fide,  and  though  the  weather  was 
very  hot,  yet  as  we  walked  almod  continually  in  the  lhadc, 
we  felt  no  inconvenience.  Before  we  came  to  the  water¬ 
ing-place,  we  pafled  through  a  Ihrubbery,  where  we  found 
a  native  at  work  cutting  Ricks,  on  which  the  climbing 
ilalks  of  the  yams  ( diofcorca  oppofitifolia )  are  fupported.  See¬ 
ing  that  he  cut  them  very  flowly  with  his  hatchet,  which 
had  only  a  bit  of  fhell  in  lieu  of  a  blade,  we  began  to  help 
him  with  an  Englilh  hatcher,  and  in  a  few  minutes  cut  a 
much  greater  heap  than  he  had  done  the  whole  day.  The 

*  They  make  facrifices  under  its  fhade,  where  fome  of  their  divinities  are  faid 
to  have  been  born. 
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natives  who  were  now  frequently  palling,  as  the  hour  of 
their  meals  was  at  hand,  Hood  Hill,  and  exprefled  the 
greateft  aftonifhment  at  the  extreme  utility  of  this  tool,  and 
fome  were  very  defirous  to  poflefs  it,  by  offering  their  bows 
and  arrows  for  it.  We  thought  this  was  a  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  to  encourage  them  to  part  with  their  hogs,  and 
told  them  we  would  exchange  our  hatchet  for  one  of  thefe 
animals ;  but  they  were  deaf  to  this  propofal,  and  never  fold 
us  a  fingle  hog  during  our  flay.  Having  fiaewn  them  the 
wild  nutmeg  which  we  had  found  in  the  pigeon’s  craw  the 
day  before,  one  of  them  produced  three  others,  which  were 
wrapped  in  their  mace,  but  could  not  point  out  the  tree  on 
which  they  grew.  They  gave  thefe  nuts  feveral  different 
names,  and  told  us  they  grew  on  a  tree  called  neerajh.  On 
having  recourfe  to  our  books,  we  found  that  this  fpecies 
has  fome  refemblance  to  the  wild  nutmeg  of  Rumphius,  and 
feems  to  be  exactly  the  fame  with  a  fort  which  is  found  in 
the  Philipinas.  The  pigeon  which  feeds  upon  it  at  Tan  mi 
is  the  fame  which  Rumphius  defcribes  as  the  diffeminator 
of  the  true  nutmeg  at  the  Spice  Iflands,  and  we  had  the 
honour  of  prefenting  one  alive  to  her  majclly. 

We  found  a  very  old  decrepit  man  fitting  on  the  beach 
whom  we  had  never  feen  before.  Many  among  the  croud 
told  us  his  name  was  Yogai,  and  that  he  was  their  areekee. 
He  was  of  a  tall  llature,  but  very  lean  and  worn  out  ;  his 
face  was  wrinkled,  his  head  almofl  entirely  bald,  and  what 
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,774»^  litde  hair  remained  was  perfectly  grey.  There  was  how- 
ever  an  expreftion  of  kindnefs  in  bis  features,  which  pre- 
ferved  the  veftiges  of  a  former  manly  beauty.  Near  him 
fat  another  perfon,  who  might  have  paffed  for  an  old  man, 
if  he  had  not  been  in  company  with  the  former.  The  reft 
of  the  people  told  us  he  was  the  fon  of  Yogai,  and  named 
Yatta.  He  was  likewife  a  tall  man,  but  well-proportioned, 
and  remarkably  well-featured  for  a  native  of  Tanna.  His 
hair  was  black,  frizzled,  and  almoft  woolly,  but  not  dreffed; 
and  he  had  a  very  engaging,  fenfible  look,  which  expreffed 
great  good-nature  towards  the  ftrangers.  The  natives  ac¬ 
quainted  us  that  he  was  the  kou-vojb ,  which  we  fuppofe  to 
be  a  title  perhaps  equivalent  to  fuch  expreftions  as  “  fuc- 
ceftor,  heir,  prince  of  the  blood,”  and  the  like,  which  are 
ufed  in  civilized  countries.  As  their  colour  was  exactly 
the  fame  with  that  of  the  common  people,  for  they  were 
both  of  a  very  black ifh  or  footy  complexion,  we  took  par¬ 
ticular  care  to  examine  whether  there  was  any  difference 
between  their  ornaments  and  thofe  of  the  reft  of  the  natives  ; 
but  all  the  diftindion  which  we  could  obferve,  confifted  in 
the  kind  of  fafli,  or  cloth,  which  they  wore  round  their 
body  as  a  belt.  The  fafhes  of  the  common  people  were 
of  an  uniform  cinnamon,  or  brownifti-yellow  colour  ;  but: 
thefe  two  chiefs  wore  them  painted  with  black  lines,  and! 
chequered  with  compartments  of  black  and  red  :  however,, 
it  is  not  improbable  that  even  this  variation  is  merely  acci¬ 
dental, 
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dental,  and  by  no  means  confidered  as  a  mark  of  royalty  by 
the  natives.  Upon  the  whole,  no  deference  was  paid  to 
thefe  two  perfons,  if  we  except  the  title  of  chiefs,  with 
which  they  were  diftinguiflied.  We  never  obferved  either 
of  them  to  ififue  any  command,  and  it  is  very  probable  that 
their  orders  are  only  obeyed  in  time  of  war.  At  fuch  a 
period,  the  people  readily  give  up  their  judgment  to  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  hoary  age,  and  follow  its  counfels  inftead  of 
laws.  They  implicitly  truft  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the 
condutT  of  a  man,  whofe  fuperior  valour,  and  confummate 
art,  they  acknowledge  with  one  common  voice.  We  made 
them  fome  trifling  prefents,  and  gave  them  an  invitation  to 
come  on  board,  which  they  declined.  We  then  embarked 
in  one  of  the  boats,  in  order  to  go  to  dinner.  Our  people 
brought  off  a  great  quantity  of  clubwood  (cajuarina)  from 
the  fhore,  having  cut  down  a  (lately  tree  of  this  fort,  which 
grew  upon  the  edge  of  the  flat  hill.  They  began  to  faw  it 
the  preceding  afternoon  ;  but  Paw-yangom  came  to  captain 
Cook  to  complain,  becaufe  this  tree  is  highly  valued  at 
Tanna,  and  fo  very  fcarce,  that  they  are  obliged  to  go  to  Irro- 
manga,  where  it  grows  more  plentifully,  in  order  to  fupply 
themfelves  with  clubs.  Captain  Cook  immediately  ordered 
the  workmen  to  leave  it ;  but  afterwards  finding  that  it  was 
cut  fo  far  that  it  could  not  grow  any  more,  he  gave  the  old 
man  a  dog,  a  quantity  of  Taheitee  cloth,  and  feveral  other 
articles,  for  which  he  agreed  that  we  fhould  take  the  tree, 
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and  the  inhabitants  in  his  neighbourhood  feemed  perfetftly1 
fatisfied.  Paw-yangom,  no  doubt,  was  a  man  of  fomer 
weight  among  the  people  who  dwelt  on  the  flat  hill,  and  it; 
is  not  unlikely  that  his  age  alone  had  entitled  him  to  fomiy 
deference.  The  government  of  the  people  of  Tanna  feems- 
to  be  in  its  infant  flate,  and  every  family  is  guided  by  the; 
advice  of  theoldeft  men,  their  patriarchs,  who  never  exercife: 
their  authority  in  a  fevere  or  tyrannical  manner. 

We  returned  into  the  woods  again  after  dinner,  but  made- 
an  unfuccefsful  excurfion,  having  now  fearched  the  fame 1 
fpots  almofl  every  day  flnce  our  arrival  on  the  ifland.  The 
next  morning  we  renewed  our  rambles,  in  hopes  of  meeting  • 
by  accident  with  the  nutmeg-tree.  We  paffed  fome  time  in  a  * 
fine  plantation  of  bananas  clofe  to  the  weftern  corner  of  the 
beach,  where  a  number  of  parrots  deftroyed  the  fruit,*  but 
they  were  fo  extremely  fhy,  that  we  attempted  in  vain  to- 
come  at  them.  Having  taken  a  long  walk  into  the  country,, 
during  which  we  frequently 'feparated  from  each  other  to  a 
confiderable  diftance,  as  we  had  now  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  the  inhabitants,  we  came  back  to  the  beach.  We  found 
the  laft  boat  ready  to  put  off,  and  returned  to  the  fhip,  where 
we  found  the  old  chief  Yogai,  his  fon  Yatta,  and  a  well-made 
boy,  about  fourteen  years  old,  named  Narrep,  who  appeared 
to  be  nearly  related  to  them.  They  were  all  feated  on  the 
floor  of  the  cabin  when  we  came  in,  and  captain  Cook  had 
given  them  a  variety  of  prefents  of  all  kinds.  The  old 
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man  bad  received  them  with  the  indifference  natural  at  his 
age  ;  but  his  fon,  and  above  all  the  boy  Narrep,  were  ex¬ 
tremely  well  pleafed  with  the  civilities  which  had  been 
fhewn  them.  We  invited  them  to  dinner,  and  they  ate  of 
fome  yams,  but  would  not  touch  any  other  food,  behaving 
nearly  as  Fanbkko,  our  former  vifitor,  had  done  (See  p: 
2 8 8.)  As  foon  as  we  had  dined,  we  embarked  with  them/ 
and  brought  them  to  the  beach,  where  the  other  natives* 
converfed  with  them,  and  feemed  to  be  highly  pleafed  witlv* 
the  deference  which  we  had  paid  to  their  chiefs.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  natives  on  the  beach  now  rarely  ever  amounted  to' 
one  hundred,  including  women  and  children,  who  com¬ 
monly  fat  down  in  feveral  groups  under  the  fhade  of  the1 
bufhes.  From  time  to  time  they  brought  us  a  yam  or  a 
bunch  of  bananas,  for  which  they  took  Taheitee  cloth  in 
exchange.  The  women  fometimes  had  bafkets  full  of 
yamboo  apples,  ( eugenia ,)  which  they  fold  for  trifles,  fuchr 
as  fmali  bits  of  green  nephritic  ftone,  black  beads,  and  the 
like,  and,  as  it  feemed,  more  to  fhew  their  good  will,  than 
from  any  value  which  they  fet  upon  thofe  articles.  The 
civility  of  the  natives  was,  upon  the  whole,  very  confpicuous 
towards  us.  If  they  met  us  in  a  narrow  path,  they  always 
ftepped  afide  into  the  bufhes  and  graffes  in  order  to  make  way 
for  us.  If  they  happened  to  know  our  names, they  pronounced  ; 

them  with  a  fmile,  which  could  be  extremely  well  under- 

floodi 


1774., 

August. 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


342 


1774- 

August. 


flood  as  a  falutation  j  or,  if  they  had  not  feen  us  before, 
they  commonly  enquired  our  names  in  order  to  know  us 
again.  On  the  beach  we  had  for  fome  days  left  off  firetch¬ 
ing  ropes  to  referve  a  clear  fpot  for  our  waterers  and  wood¬ 
cutters  ;  only  a  centry  was  placed  on  each  fide,  beyond 
whom  they  never  ventured  to  advance,  unlefs  they  came 
frefh  from  the  country,  and  were  unacquainted  with  our 
regulations.  In  fhort,  the  change  which  our  little  flay 
among  them  had  wrought  in  their  opinion  of  us  was  al¬ 
ready  very  remarkable,  and  continued  every  day  to  turn 
more  in  our  favour.  Yogai  and  Yatta,  with  Narrep  and 
feveral  other  natives,  left  the  beach  very  foon,  and  return¬ 
ed  through  the  woods  to  their  own  homes,  which  they 
pointed  at  as  far  diflant  from  the  bay.  As  foon  as  they  were 
gone,  captain  Cook  went  in  his  boat  with  us  to  the  people 
who  loaded  ballafl  under  the  weflern  hill.  Here  we  ex¬ 
amined  the  hot-fprings  which  we  had  difcovered  on  the 
9th,  having  taken  a  thermometer  for  that  purpofe,  which 
had  flood  at  78°  on  board  the  fhip,  but  being  carried  clofe 
to  the  body  had  rifen  to  83°.  When  the  bulb  was  plunged 
into  the  hot-fpring  the  mercury  rofe  to  1  9  1  0  in  the  fpace 
of  five  minutes.  We  then  took  it  out,  and  enlarged  the 
hole  by  clearing  away  the  fand  and  flones,  through  which 
the  water  oozed  and  ran  into  the  fea.  Having  replaced  the 
thermometer  fo  that  it  was  immerged  confiderably  above 
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the  bulb,  it  rofe  again  to  i  91  and  continued  there  up¬ 
wards  of  ten  minutes  longer.  We  threw  fome  fmall  fhell- 
filh  into  the  fpring,  and  they  were  boiled  in  two  or  three 
minutes.  A  piece  of  filver,  after  lying  in  the  water  above 
half  an  hour,  came  out  perfe&ly  bright  and  untarnifhed. 
Salt  of  tartar  had  no  vilible  effedt  upon  it  ;  but  Rill,  as  we 
obferved  a  kind  of  aftringency  in  its  tafte,  we  filled  a  bottle 
with  it,  and  fhut  it  up  clofe,  in  order  to  make  more  accu¬ 
rate  and  complicate  experiments  with  it  after  our  return  *. 
We  obferved  a  great  number  of  little  fifhes,  not  above  two 
inches  long,  fkipping  about  the  wet  rocks  like  lizards,  to 
which  they  bore  a  great  refemblance.  Their  pefloral  fins 
performed  the  functions  of  feet,  and  their  eyes  were  placed 
near  the  fummit  of  the  head,  in  order  to  guard  them 
againft  all  their  enemies  when  they  are  out  of  the  water. 
Thefe  little  amphibious  animals  were  indeed  fo  cautious 
and  fo  nimble  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty  we  caught  them.  They  could  leap  the  length  of  a 
yard  with  great  eafe,  and  belonged  to  the  genus  of  blennies . 
The  fame  or  a  fimilar  fpecies  of  fifh  had  been  obferved  on 
the  coaft  of  New  Holland  by  captain  Cook  in  the  Endea¬ 
vour  f,  In  one  place  we  found  them  very  active  in  defiroy- 
ing  a  brood  of  minute  young  crickets,  which  appeared  to> 
have  been  wafhed  out  of  a  crevice  in  the  rock. 

*  This  bottle,  full  of  the  fame  water,  is  ftill  in  my  father’s  pofleffion. 

f  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  III.  p.  529.. 
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Captain  Cook  fet  out  again  with  us  the  next  morning,  to 
« examine  the  hot  fprings  at  low  water,  the  experiments  of 
the  preceding  day  being  made  during  flood-tide,  about 
half  pafl  four  o’clock.  We  immerfed  the  thermometer, 
which  in  the  open  air  had  flood  at  78°,  and  the  quick- 
filver  rofe  to  187°,  after  lying  one  minute  and  a  half  in 
the  hot  water.  This  difference,  from  the  former  heat  of 
1  91  °,  was  rather  furprifing,  efpecially  as  the  fprings  iffued 
fo  near  the  level  of  the  fea,  that  fome  of  them  were  covered 

at  high  water,  might  therefore  be  expedted  to  be  cooled  by 

\ 

the  mixture.  .We  concluded  that  fome  other  caufe  befldes 
the  tides  influenced  the  relative  heat  of  thefe  fprings,  and 
we  were  confirmed  in  this  fuppofition  by  examining  an¬ 
other  fpring  which  came  out  upon  the  great  beach  to  the 
fouth,  at  its  weflermoft  corner.  Here,  at  the  foot  of  a  per¬ 
pendicular  rock,  forming  part  of  the  mountain  to  the  weft, 
on  which  the  folfataras  were  fituated,  the  hot  water  bubbles 
up  out  of  the  black  fand,  and  runs  into  the  fea,  which 
likewife  covers  it  at  the  flood-tide.  In  the  fpace  of  a 
minute  the  thermometer,  after  being  placed  in  this  new 
fpring,  rofe  to  202 f°,  and  remained  at  this  degree  feveral 
minutes.  It  fhould  feem  that  thefe  fprings  are  heated  by 
the  volcano,  and  run  under  ground  till  they  find  an  iffue. 
The  fire  of  that  mountain  in  all  probability  is  not  always 
equally  violent,  and  gradually  cools  in  the  intervals  be¬ 
tween  its  eiuptions.  Different  parts  of  it  may  likewifc 

have 
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have  various  degrees  of  heat,  and  the  different  fprings,  by 
paffing  over  a  longer  or  fhorter  fpace,  muff  lofe  more  or 
lefs  of  their  original  heat.  The  folfataras  on  the  hill 
dirc&ly  above  thefe  fprings,  are  in  my  opinion  connetffed 
with  them  j  and  the  Ream  which  rifes  from  thence,  through 
fubterraneous  crevices,  may  be  part  of  the  fame  water, 
afeending  before  it  can  be  condenfed  into  a  continued  fluid, 
by  the  coolnefs  of  the  ground  over  which  it  is  carried.  The 
volcano  had  been  quiet  for  two  days  paft,  and  offered  no 
new  phenomena,  from  whence  any  of  thefe  circumftances 
might  have  been  better  explained. 

We  paffed  the  day  before  and  after  noon,  in  the  plain 
behind  the  watering-place,  and  collected  the  flowers  of  an 
unknown  fort  of  tree,  which  we  could  obtain  no  other 
way,  than  by  fhooting  at  them.  In  the  evening  the  feine 
was  hauled,  and  we  caught  about  two  hundred  weight  of 
fifh,  which  afforded  another,  though  rather  fcanty  frefh 
meal  to  the  whole  fhip’s  company.  Dr.  Sparrman  went 
up  the  flat  hill  with  me,  where  we  paffed  about  half  an 
hour  very  agreeably  with  our  friends  the  natives,  who 
made  us  a  prefent  of  fruit  at  parting.  We  amufed  them 
as  ufual  by  finging  to  them,  and  they  became  fo  familiar 
at  laft  as  to  point  out  fome  girls  to  us,  whom  from  an  excels 
of  hofpitality  not  uncommon  with  uncivilized  nations,  they 
offered  to  their  friends  with  geftures  not  in  the  lead  equivo¬ 
cal.  The  women,  at  the  firff  hint  of  the  civility  which  the 
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men  intended  to  confer  upon  us,  ran  off  to  a  great  didance 
feemingly  much  frightened,  and  Ihocked  at  their  indelicacy. 
Our  Indians,  and  particularly  the  young  people,  were 
very  defirous  that  we  Ihould  purfue  the  girls,  whether  only 
to  frighten  them  or  not,  we  could  not  afcertain.  However, 
they  feemed  to  be  very  well  pleafed,  that  we  did  not  take 
the  hint  ;  and  we  parted  from  them,  after  didributing  feve- 
ral  prefents,  and  efpecially  fome  mother  of  pearl  hooks 
with  tortoife-lhell  barbs.. 

The  next  morning  we  were  ready  for  failing,  having  taken, 
in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  ballad,  wood,  and  frelh-water  ; 
only  the  wind,  which  blew  right  into  the  harbour,  pre¬ 
vented  our  putting  to  fea.  We  went  on  fhore  after  break- 
fall,  with  the  captain,  and  a  party  of  people  ;  and  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  trade  with  the  natives,  whillt  we  went  into  the 
country.  We  foon  feparated,  and  each  of  us-  went  by 
himfelf  to  a  different  part.  I  paffed  by  a  number  of  na¬ 
tives  in  their  way  to  the  beach  ;  but  they  all  Hepped, 
out  of  the  path  to  make  room  for  me,  though  I  was  with¬ 
out  any  companion,  and  not  one  of  them  attempted  with 
a  look  or  gelture  to  offend  me.  I  drolled  alone  feveral. 
miles  in  the  back  of  the  flat  hill,  or  in  the  valley  along, 
its  fouth-dde,  to  a  part  where  I  had  never  been  before.  The. 
path  which  I  followed  was  hid  in  the  thicked  groves,  from, 
whence  I  could  only  now  and  then  difcern  the  extenlive 
plantations  which  covered  the  whole  dope  of  the  hill.  Here 
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I  frequently  faw  the  natives  employed  in  cutting  down 
trees,  or  pruning  them,  or  digging  up  the  ground  with  a 
branch  of  a  tree,  inflead  of  a  fpade,  or  planting  yams,  and 
other  roots  ;  and  in  one  place,  I  heard  a  man  Tinging  at  his 
work,  nearly  the  fame  tune  which  they  ufed  to  ling  to  us 
on  the  hill.  The  profpeft  which  I  beheld  was  fo  pleafing, 
that  it  did  not  fall  much  fliort  of  the  beautiful  fcenes  of 
Taheitee.  It  had  this  advantage  befides,  that  all  the  country 
about  me  to  a  great  diltance,  confided  of  gentle  elevations, 
and  fpacious  vallies,  all  which  were  capable  of  culture  j 
whereas  at  Taheitee  the  mountains  rofe  immediately  craggy, 
wild,  and  majefiic  from  the  plain,  which  has  no  where  the 
breadth  of  two  miles.  The  plantations  at  Tanna  conlilt, 
for  the  greateft  part  of  yams,  bananas,  eddoes,  and  fugar- 
canes,  all  which  being  very  low  *,  permit  the  eye  to  take 
in  a  great  extent  of  country.  Single  tufted  trees  rife  in  dif- 
feient  places,  and  amufe  the  beholder  with  a  variety  of  ro¬ 
mantic  forms.  The  whole  fummit  of  the  level  hill  which 
bounds  a  part  of  the  horizon,  appears  fhaggy  with  little 

groves,  where  a  number  of  lofty  palms  rife  over  the  red 
of  the  trees. 

Thofe  who  are  capable  of  being  delighted  with  the  beau¬ 
ties  of  nature,  which  deck  the  globe  for  the  gratification  of 
man,  may  conceive  the  pleafure  which  is  derived  from 

The  talleft  banana- tree  does  not  exceed  ten  feet,  and  in  general  they  are 
about  fix  feet  high. 
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every  little  objeeft,  trifling  in  itfelf,  but  important  in  the 
moment  when  the  heart  is  expanded,  and  when  a  kind  of 
blifsful  trance  opens  a  higher  and  purer  fphere  of  enjoy¬ 
ment.  Then  we  behold  with  rapture  the  dark  colour  of 
lands  frefh  prepared  for  culture,  the  uniform  verdure  of 
meadows,  the  various  tints  upon  the  foliage  of  different 
trees,  and  the  infinite  varieties  in  the  abundance,  form, 
and  fize  of  the  leaves.  Here  thefe  varieties  appeared  in  all 
their  perfection,  and  the  different  expo  fur  e  of  the  trees  to 
the  fun  added  to  the  magnificence  of  the  view.  Some  re¬ 
flected  a  thoufand  dancing  beams,  whilft  others  formed  a 
broad  mafs  of  fhadow,  in  contrail  with  the  furrounding 
world  of  light.  The  numerous  fmokes  which  afcended 
from  every  grove  on  the  hill,  revived  the  pleafing  impref- 
fions  of  domeflic  life ;  nay  my  thoughts  naturally  turned 
upon  friendfhip  and  national  felicity,  when  I  beheld  large 
fields  of  plantanes  all  round  me,  which,  loaded  with 
golden  clutters  of  fruit,  feemed  to  be  juftly  chofen  the  em¬ 
blems  of  peace  and  affluence.  The  cheerful  voice  of  the 
labouring  hufbandman  refounded  very  opportunely  to  com¬ 
plete  this  idea.  The  landfcape  to  the  weftward  was  not 
lefs  admirable  than  that  of  which  I  have  juft  now  fpoken. 
The  rich  plain  was  bounded  on  that  fide  by  a  vaft  number 
of  fertile  hills,  covered  with  forefts,  interfperfed  with  plan¬ 
tations,  and  beyond  them  rofe  a  ridge  of  high  mountains, 

* 

not  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  Society  Iflancls,  though  apparent- 
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ly  of  a  much  eafier  Hope.  The  folitary  fpot  from  whence 
I  beheld  this  rural  fcene  was  likewife  favoured  by  nature. 
It  was  a  delightful  duller  of  trees,  which  climbers  and 
bindweeds  decked  with  odoriferous  blolToms.  The  richnefs 
of  the  foil  was  here  extremely  remarkable  ;  for  though  I 
beheld  many  palms  which  the  winds  had  thrown  down 
yet  mod  of  them  bent  their  fummits  upwards  from  the 
ground,  and  fent  forth  new  fhoots  with  furprifing  luxuri¬ 
ance.  Their  branches  were  the  refort  of  various  birds* 
adorned  with  the  brighteft  colours,  which  now  and  then 
ilruck  the  ear  with  an  unexpected  fong  not  dellitute  of. 
harmony.  The  ferenity  of  the  air,  and  the  coolnefs  of  the 
breeze,  contributed  to  make  my  fituation  Hill  more  agree¬ 
able.  The  mind  at  reft,  and  lulled  by  this  train  of  plealing 
ideas,  indulged  a  few  fallacious  reflections,  which  encreafed' 
its  happinefs  at  that  inftant  by  reprefenting  mankind  in  a 
favourable  light.  We  had  now  palled  a  fortnight  amidft  a 
people  who  received  us  with  the  ftrongeft  fymptoms  of  dif- 
truft,  and  who  prepared  to  repel  every  hoftile  aCf  with  vi¬ 
gour.  Our  cool  deliberate  conduCt,  our  moderation,  and 
the  conftant  uniformity  in  all  our  proceedings,  had  con¬ 
quered  their  jealous  fears.  They,  who  in  all  probability 
had  never  dealt  with  fuch  a  fet  of  inoflenfive,  peaceable,  and 

**  The  roots  of  the  coco-palm  are  naturally  extremely  fhort,  and  coniift  of 
innumerable  fibres  ;  but  at  Tanna  the  foil,  though  rich  and  fertile,  is  fo  extreme¬ 
ly  loofe,  that  it  does  not  require  a  great  ftorm  to  overturn  the  trees  which 
grow  in  it. 
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yet  not  defpicable' men  ;  they  who  had  been  ufed  to  fee  in 
every  ft  ranger  a  bafe  and  treacherous  enemy,  now  learnt 
from  us  to  think  more  nobly  of  their  fellow-creatures. 
Prudence,  which  accompanied  the  civilized  voyagers,  had 
no  fooner  fafcinated  the  inftinft  of  the  favages,  watchful 
for  their  fafety,  than  another,  no  lefs  powerful,  awoke  in 
their  breaft,  and  taught  them  to  relilh  the  fweets  of  fociety. 
They  fhared  the  abundant  produce  of  their  foil  with  their 
new  acquaintance,  being  no  longer  apprehenlive  that  they 
would  take  it  by  force.  They  permitted  us  to  vifit  them 
in  their  /hady  recedes,  and  we  fat  down  in  their  domeftic 
circles  with  that  harmony  which  befits  the  members  of  one 
great  family.  In  a  few  days  they  began  to  feel  a  pleafure 
in  our  converfation,  and  a  new  difinterefted  fentiment,  of 
more  than  earthly  mould,  even  friendfhip,  filled  their  heart. 
This  retrofpeCt  was  honourable  to  human  nature,  as  it  made 
us  the  benefactors  of  a  numerous  race.  I  fell  from  hence 
into  a  reverie  on  the  pre-eminence  of  our  civilized  fociety, 
from  which  I  was  roufed  by  the  found  of  approaching  Heps, 
I  turned  about  and  faw  Dr.  Sparrman,  to  whom  I  pointed 
out  the  profpeCt  and  communicated  my  ideas.  We  agreed 
in  our  fentiments,  and  fet  out  on  our  return,  as  the  hour 
of  noon  was  approaching.  The  firfl  native  whom  we  met 
ran  out  of  the  way  and  hid  himfelf  in  a  bulk.  The  next 
was  a  woman  at  the  entrance  of  a  plantation,  to  whom  we 
appeared  fo  unexpectedly,  that  fhe  had  no  time  to  efcape. 

She 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

She  offered  us  a  bafket  full  of  yamboos,  with  a  trembling 
hand,  and  with  all  the  expreffions  of  fear  ftrongly  marked 
in  her  countenance.  We  were  furprifed  at  this  behaviour, 
and  givingher  fome  fmall  trifles  proceeded  in  our  way.  A 
number  of  men  flood  behind  the  buffes  in  and  about  the 
plantation,  and  made  figns  to  us  to  walk  on  by  waving 
their  hands  towards  the  beach.  At  laft,  when  we  ftepped 
out  of  the  wood,  we  beheld  two  natives  feated  on  the  grafs, 
holding  one  of  their  brethren  dead  in  their  arms.  They 
pointed  to  a  wound  in  his  fide,  which  had  been  made  by  a 
mufket-ball,  and  with  a  moft  affetfling  look  they  told  us 
“  he  is  killed  *.  ’  We  looked  haftily  towards  the  ftation  of 
our  people,  and  feeing  them  deferted  by  the  natives,  hurri¬ 
ed  to  join  them,  and  learn  the  particulars  of  this  ffocking 
event.  A  fentinel  had  been  polled  as  ufual  to  keep  the 
natives  at  a  diftance  from  our  party,  but  the  failors  took 
the  liberty  of  walking  and  trading  freely  among  them.  A 
native,  who  in  all  likelihood  had  never  been  on  the  beach 
before,  came  through  the  croud  and  began  to  walk  acrofs 
the  fpace  which  our  people  occupied.  The  fentry  puffed1 
him  back  among  the  reft  of  his  brethren,  who  were  already 
accuftomed  to  this  injurious  treatment,  and  acquiefced  in  it. 
The  new-comer,  however,  refufed  to  be  controuled  on  his 
own  ifland  by  a  ftranger  ;  he  prepared  once  more  to  crofs: 
the  aiea,  perhaps  with  no  other  motive  at  prefent  than  that' 

*  1x1  their  lanSuage  they  exprefs  this  more  ftrikingjy  by  one  word,  tnarkom. 
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of  afferting  his  liberty  of  walking  where  he  pleafed.  The 
fentry  drove  him  back  once  more,  with  a  rude  thruft  fuffi- 
cient  to  roufe  a  man  much  lefs  irafcible  than  a  favage.  He, 
to  vindicate  his  right,  laid  an  arrow  on  his  bow,  which  he 
aimed  at  the  aggreffor  ;  but  the  foldier  inflantly  levelled  his 
mufket  and  fhot  him  dead.  Captain  Cook  landed  in  the 
fame  moment ;  he  faw  the  native  fall,  and  many  of  his 
countrymen  running  off  to  hide  themfelves  from  the  cruel 
and  treacherous  people  who  had  polluted  their  iOand.  He 
commanded  the  foldier  to  be  loaded  with  irons,  and  fent 
him  on  board  the  fhip.  He  next  endeavoured  to  appeafe 
the  natives,  and  the  natural  excellence  of  the  human  heart 
is  fuel),  that  feveral,  efpecially  thofe  who  came  from  the 
flat  eaflern  hill,  were  perfuaded  to  flay,  and  once  more  to 
truft  thofe  who  had  fo  grievoufly  violated  the  laws  of  hof- 
pirality.  Dr.  Sparrman  and  myfelf  were  flruck  with  the 
moderation  of  the  people,  who  had  luffered  us  to  pafs  by 
them  unmolefted,  when  they  might  eafdy  have  taken  a  fevere 
revenge  for  the  murder  of  their  countryman.  We  went  on 
hoard  with  captain  Cook,  greatly  apprehenfive  for  the  fafety 
of  my  father,  who  flill  remained  in  the  woods,  accompani¬ 
ed  by  a  Angle  failor.  We  had,  however,  the  fatisfaftion  to 
fee  him  fafe  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  among  the 
party  of  marines  who  were  left  on  the  beach  to  protedf 
fome  of  our  water-calks.  A  boat  was  immediately  fent  off, 
which  brought  him  on  board.  He  had  met  with  the  fame 

good 
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good  treatment  from  the  natives  as  ourfelves  j  they  had 
learnt  to  know  our  difpofition,  and  feemed  to  be  too  good 
tempered  to  confound  the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  Thus 
one  dark  and  deteftable  action  effaced  all  the  hopes  with 
which  I  had  flattered  myfelf.  The  natives,  inftead  of  look¬ 
ing  upon  us  in  a  more  favourable  light  than  upon  other 
Grangers,  had  reafon  to  detefl  us  much  more,  as  we  came 
to  deflroy  under  the  fpecious  mafk  of  friendfhip ;  and  fome 
amongft  us  lamented  that  inftead  of  making  amends  at  this 
place  for  the  many  raffi  a&s  which  we  had  perpetrated  at 
almoft  every  ifland  in  our  courfe,  we  had  wantonly  made  it 
the  fcene  of  the  greateft  cruelty.  Captain  Cook  refolved  to 
punifli  the  marine  with  the  utmoft  rigour  for  having  tranf- 
greffed  his  pofitive  orders,  according  to  which  the  choleric 
emotions  of  the  favage  were  to  be  repreffed  with  gentlenefs, 
and  prudently  fuffered  to  cool.  But  the  officer  who  com¬ 
manded  on  ffiore,  declared  that  he  had  not  delivered  thefe 
orders  to  the  fentry,  but  given  him  others  which  imported, 
that  the  leaft  threat  was  to  be  puniflied  with  immediate 
death.  The  foldier  was  therefore  immediately  cleared,  and 
the  officer’s  right  to  difpofe  of  the  lives  of  the  natives  re¬ 
mained  uncontroverted. 

We  came  on  ffiore  again  after  dinner,  where  our  people 
hauled  the  feine,  and  caught  a  few  fiffi.  The  natives  on 
the  beach  were  very  few  in  number,  and  chiefly  without 
arms  ;  the  murder  of  their  countryman  feemed  to  be  for- 
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gotten,  or  at  leafi  they  feemed  to  have  forgiven  it  in  them 
hearts.*  My  father,  with  Dr.  Sparrman  and  myfelf,  walked 
about  on  the  plain,  and  fhot  fome  birds.  We  only  met  a 
fingle  native,  who  at  fight  of  us  immediately  ftruck  into  a 
different  path,  and  walked  very  fwiftly  to  efcape  us.  We 
called  to  him,  and  making  all  the  friendly  figns  which  we 
could  invent,  at  laft  prevailed  on  him  to  turn  back.  He 
approached  us  with  diftruft  and  apprehenfion  marked  in 
every  gefture ;  however,  by  making  him  fome  prefents,  his 
fears  were  removed,  mutual  confidence  took  place,  and  we 
parted  very  good  friends.  It  was  late  in  the  evening  when, 
we  left  the  fhore  with  all-  our  people. 

Early  in  the  morning  feveral  canoes  of  the  natives  got. 
under  fail,  and  went  out  of  the  harbour.  Their  form  re¬ 
ferable  d  that  of  the  canoes  at  the  Friendly  Illands,  but  with 
this  difference,  that  the  workmanfhip  was  very  inferior  at 
Tanna.  They  have  out  riggers  to  all  their  canoes,  and 

fome  may  contain  twenty  people.  Their  fails  were  low 

% 

triangular  mats,  of  which  the  broadeft  part  is  uppermofl, 
and  the  fharp  angle  below.  A  long  piece  of  timber,  hol¬ 
lowed  out  in  the  middle,  forms  the  bottom  of  the  canoe, 
and  upon  this  one  or  two  planks  are  fixed,  forming  the 
two  fides,  by  means  of  ropes  of  the  coco-nut  fibres.  Thefe 
ropes  are  drawn  through  the  round  holes  in  feveral  knobs 
on  the  infide  of  the  planks,  by  which  means  the  latter  are 
not  pierced  with  a  fingle  hole.  Their  oars  are  ill-fhaped, 

and 
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and  very  ciumfily  made.  It  feems  the  fabrick  of  a  boat  is 
fo  tedious  an  enterprize  to  people  who  are  in  a  continual 
Rate  of  warfare,  tl*fU:  they  cannot  fpend  much  time  in  po- 
lifhing  the  timbers,  and  giving  them  that  perfection  and 
elegance,  which  is  confpicuous  in  the  manufactures  of  the 
Friendly  Iflands. 

The  wind  being  favourable  to  our  departure  at  prefent, 
we  weighed  the  anchor,  and  fet  fail,  after  a  Ray  of  fixteen 
days.  The  ifland  of  Tanna  is  fituated  in  i  90  30'  S.  lat.  and 
169°  38'  E.  long,  and  I  believe  does  not  exceed  twenty- 
four  leagues  in  circuit.  A  clayey  fort  of  Rone,  mixed  with 
pieces  of  chalk- Rones,  forms  moR  of  the  rocks  which  we 
examined.  It  is  commonly  of  a  brownifh  or  yellowifli 
colour,  and  lies  in  Rrata  nearly  horizontal,  about  fix  inches 
thick.  In  a  few  places  we  obferved  a  foft  black  Rone, 
compofed  of  the  afhes  and  flierls  thrown  up  by  the  volcano, 
mixed  with  clay,  or  with  a  fort  of  tripoly,  which  is  called 
rotten-fione  by  fome  miners.  This  fubflance  fometimes 
forms  alternate  Rrata  with  the  black  Rone.  The  fame  vol¬ 
canic  fand,  mixed  with  vegetable  mold,  forms  the  rich  foil 
of  this  ifland,  on  which,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  all 
vegetables  thrive  with  uncommon  luxuriance.  The  vol¬ 
cano  which  burns  on  the  ifland,  doubtlefs  works  a  great 
change  in  its  mineral  productions,  and  might  perhaps  have 
afforded  fome  new  obfervations,  if  the  jealoufy  of  the  na¬ 
tives  had  not  continually  prevented  our  examining  it.  We 
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found  native  fulphur  in  the  white  earth  which  covers  the 
folfataras,  from  whence  the  aqueous  ftreams  arife.  The 
tafte  of  this  earth  was  ftrongly  aluminous,  and  it  may  per¬ 
haps  be  impregnated  with  particles  of  that  fait.  We  like- 
wife  met  with  a  red  bolus  near  thefe  places,  and  obferved  a 
white  felenitic  done  among  the  natives,  which  they  wear  as 
an  ornament  in  the  cartilage  between  the  noftrils.  We 
found  fome  fpecimens  of  ftrong  lavas  ;  but  as  we  could  not 
come  near  the  volcano,  we  never  met  with  them  in  any 
quantity.  The  hot  fprings  have  a  kind  of  aftringency  in 
the  tafte,  which  gives  us  fome  reafon  to  fufpeft  that  they 
contain  mineral  particles  ;  but  we  had  no  opportunity  to 
make  experiments  on  board  with  the  water  which  we 
brought  from  thence.  The  only  remark  of  any  confequencer 
is  a  confirmation  of  a  former  well-known  fa<5t  with  regard 
to  volcanos,  viz.  that  thefe  burning  mountains  are  not  al¬ 
ways  the  higheft  in  the  whole  ridge,  as  in  Peru  and  Sicily,, 
but  that  they  fometimes  break  out  in  a  fecondary  ridge,  and 
are  even  of  an  inconfiderable  height.  As  there  are  inftances* 
in  the  Azores,  and  in  the  Archipelago,  that  volcanic  erup¬ 
tions  have  forced  their  way  through  the  fea  from  the  un¬ 
fathomable  bottom,  this  circumftance  would  be  of  lefo 
confequence,  if  it  had  not  difagreed  with  the  opinion  of  the1 
great  naturalift,  M.  de  Buffon.  He  afferts,  that  the  higheft 
mountains  alone  are  the  feat  of  volcanic  fires,  being  defirous^ 
to  remove  thefe  fires  as  far  from  the  centre  of  the  earth  as 
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poflible.  Another  obfervation  which  we  made  feems  to 
prove,  that  the  eruptions  commonly  fucceeded  after  lhowers 
of  rain  ;  but  fo  fliort  a  Ray  as  ours  is  infufficient  to  give  this 
remark  its  neceffary  weight,  though  it  coincides  with  the 
conjectures  which  have  hitherto  been  made  concerning  the 
caufes  of  fubterraneous  fires.  The  vegetable  productions  of 
Tanna  are  very  rich  and  various.  The  forefts  are  filled  with 
plants,  of  which  a  great  number  were  new  to  us,  and  fome 
were  fpecies  hitherto  known  only  in  the  Eaft  Indian  iflands. 
The  cultivated  grounds  likewife  contain  a  great  variety  of 
plants  which  are  unknown  in  the  Society  and  Friendly 
Iflands,  and  no  lefs  than  forty  different  fpecies  are  cultivated,. 
Among  the  fpontaneous  plants,  we  ought  particularly  to  re¬ 
peat  the  mention  of  the  nutmeg,  in  defence  of  Quiros’s  ve¬ 
racity,  who  afferts  that  he  found  it  in  Tierra  del  Efpiritu 
Santo,  which  doubtlefs  belongs  to  this  group  of  iflands. 
Whether  oranges  are  cultivated,  or  grow  wild,  is  uncertain,, 
as  we  never  met  with  a  fingle  tree  that  bore  them,  but  were 
obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  the  fruit,,  which  the 
women  fometimes  fold  to  us. 

The  animal  creation  in  Tanna  is  likewife  numerous  and. 
beautiful.  Shells  indeed  are  fcarce  upon  the  coaft,  and  the 
natives  go  in  quell  of  them  to  other  iflands,  fetting  fome: 
value  alfo  upon  large  mother  of  pearl  fliells.  Fifh,  on  the 
contrary,  are  numerous,  and  in  great  variety :  with  the  feine: 
and  hook  we  caught  mullet  (mullusj ,  Brafilian  pike,  garfifh}> 
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dolphins,  cavalhas,  parrot-fifli,  fling-rays,  toothlefs-rays, 
angel-fllh,  fliarks,  and  fucking-fifh,  as  well  as  feveral  fpe- 
cies  of  mackrel  and  mullet  (mugil).  The  woods  contained 
a  variety  of  birds,  efpecially  feveral  forts  of  pigeons,  parro- 
quets,  and  fly-catchers.  Among  the  latter  we  found  a  fpe- 
cies  which  is  likewife  to  be  met  with  in  New  Zeeland.  The 
Ceylanefe  owl,  a  fpecies  of  creeper,  a  fort  of  duck,  and  a 
purple  water-hen,  were  likewife  feen  ;  but  all  in  general 
were  remarkably  fhy,  which  feems  to  indicate  their  being 
purfued  by  the  natives.  The  only  tame  fowls  are  the  com¬ 
mon  cock  and  hen  ;  and  the  only  domeftie  quadrupeds  are 
hogs.  Rats  and  bats,  both  which  I  have  already  mentioned, 
form  the  only  two  wild  fpecies  of  quadrupeds. 

Tanna,  thus  well  fupplied  by  nature,  and  blefled  with 
the  mild  influence  of  a  tropical  climate,  contains  a  race  of 
men  in  a  much  inferior  flate  of  civilization,  than  the  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Friendly  and  Society  Iflands,  who  live  nearly  in 
the  fame  parallel,  but  to  the  eaflward.  I  am  of  opinion, 
wc  rate  the  population  of  Tanna  very  high,  when  we  fup- 
pofe  it  to  amount  to  twenty  thoufand  perfons.  The  plan¬ 
tations  feem  to  bear  a  fmall  proportion  to  the  wild  forefls, 
wherever  we  walked  about  in  the  ifland,  only  excepting 
the  flat  hill  along  the  eaftern  fhore  of  the  bay,  which  is  in¬ 
deed  the  richeft  fpot  1  ever  beheld  in  the  South  Seas.  The 
excellence  of  the  foil,  inftead  of  being  an  advantage  to  cul¬ 
tivation  in  its  infant  flate,  is  . rather  of  diflervice  ;  as  all 
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kinds  of  wild  trees,  bullies  and  weeds,  are  with  the  greateft 
difficulty  rooted  out,  and  propagate  with  luxuriance,  either 
from  feeds,  or  from  the  roots.  Cultivated  vegetables,  be¬ 
ing  of  a  more  weakly  and  delicate  nature,  are  eafily  op- 
prefled  and  fuflfocated  by  the  indigenous  wild  tribes,  till  re¬ 
peated  labours  fucceed  at  laft  to  bring  them  to  a  flourifhing 
Rate.  Thefe  two  circumflances  together  flrongly  indicate, 
that  the  nation  which  inhabits  Tanna  is  not  very  numerous, 
in-  proportion  to  the  extent  of  that  ifland.  The  people  feem 
to  live  difperfed  in  fmall  villages,  confiding  of  a  few  fami¬ 
lies  ;  and  their  conflant  cuflom  of  going  armed  is  a  certain 
fign  that  they  formerly  had,  and  probably  Rill  have,  wars 
with  neighbouring  iflanders,  or  quarrels  amongR  them- 
felves.  If  I  might  venture  a  conjedture,  founded  upon  the 
languages  which  we  heard  fpoken  in  the  ifland,  I  fhould 
fuppofe  that  feveral  tribes  of  diflferent  nations  have  peopled', 
the  ifland  of  Tanna,  and  may  have  difputed  the  pofleflion 
of  the  ground  with  each  other.  Befldes  the  common  lam 
guage  of  the  ifland,  and  befldes  a  dialed!:  of  that  of  the 
Friendly  Iflands,  we  colledled  fome  words  of  a  third  lan¬ 
guage,  chiefly  current  among  the  inhabitants  of  its  weflern 
hills  ;  and  we  particularly  obtained  the  numerals  of  all  the 
three  tongues,  which  are  indeed  totally  diflindt.  In  the 
common  language  of  Tanna,  we  met  with  two  or  three 
words,  which  have  a  clear  affinity  with  the  language  of 
MallicolLo,  and  about  the  fame  number  correfpond  with 
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feme  words  of  the  Malay  ;  but  in  general  they  are  wholly 
unlike  each  other,  and  related  to  no  other  tongue  that  I 
know  of.  There  is  a  firong  kind  of  afpiration,  and  a  gut¬ 
tural  found,  in  many  words  at  Tanna,  which  are,  however, 
very  fonorous  and  full  of  vowels,  and  therefore  eafily  pro¬ 
nounced. 

The  fmall  fize  of  the  iilands  in  ,the  South  Sea,  and  the 
want  of  wild  quadrupeds  on  them,  have  totally  prevented 
their  firft  fettlers  from  living  by  the  chace,  the  ufual  occu¬ 
pation  of  favages.  This  confined  fpace  likewife  did  not 
allow  them  to  breed  numerous  herds  of  domeftic  animals, 
and  obliged  them  to  have  recourfe  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
foil  for  their  immediate  fubfiftence,  efpecially  when  they 
could  not  fupport  themfelves  by  {idling.  It  has  been  the 
falutary  confequence  of  this  early  application  to  rural  ceco- 
nomy,  to  facilitate  civilization.  All  the  nations  of  tropical 
iilands  in  the  .South  Sea  have  fixed  habitations,  and  it  is  only 
the  degree  of  elegance  and  convenience  which  diftinguiflies 
their  different  progrefs  in  culture.  The  people  of  Tanna 
do  not  appear,  according  to  this  ftandard,  to  be  far  ad¬ 
vanced  ;  their  houfes  are  mere  fheds,  which  barely  cover 
them  from  the- inclemency  of  the  weather.  Drefs,  another 
difiingu  idling  character  of  civilization,  is  as  yet  entirely’ 
unknown  to  them;  and  in  the  place  of  cleanlinefs,  which' 
every  where  renders  mankind  agreeable  to  each  other,  we 
obfprved  divers  forts  of  paint  and  greafe.  They  feem  how¬ 
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ever  to  be  in  great  forwardnefs  towards  receiving  a  greater 
polifti.  Their  food  is  much  varied  by  the  arts  of  cookery 
which  the  women  put  in  practice ;  they  roaft  or  broil  the 
yams  and  bananas ;  they  ftew  the  green  leaves  of  a  kind 
of  fig,  and  of  the  okra  (bibifeus  efculentus),  they  bake  pud¬ 
dings  made  of  a  pafte  of  bananas  and  eddoes,  containing  a 
mixture  of  coco-nut  kernel  and  leaves,  and  they  likewife 
eat  feveral  forts  of  ripe  fruits,  without  any  preparation. 
Their  poultry  and  hogs  doubtlefs  fupply  them  at  times 
with  animal  food  ;  and  from  time  to  time  they  catch  filh 
and  birds,  which  very  probably  are  reckoned  dainties.  If 
the  tafte  for  a  variety  of  food  becomes  more  general  and 
violent,  agriculture,  arts,  and  manufactures  will  be  carried 
on  with  greater  fpirit,  as  far  as  they  are  fubfervient  to  the 
pleafure  of  the  palate,  and  one  refinement  Hill  mult  give 
birth  to  another.  The  heaviell  talk  becomes  light  and 
amufing,  as  foon  as  it  is  undertaken  from  our  own  inclina¬ 
tion,  and  for  the  gratification  of  our  fenfes.  The  domeftic 
life  of  the  people  of  Tanna  is  not  wholly  deftitute  of  amufe- 
ments ;  they  are  at  prefent  indeed  of  a  more  ferious  turn 
than  the  civilized  nations  of  the  Friendly  and  Society  Iflands, 
and  the  more  favage  inhabitants  of  Mallicollo  :  but,  qn  the 
other  hand,  their  mufic  is  in  greater  perfection  than  any  in 
the  South  Sea  ;  and  it  cannot  be  difputed  that  a  predilection 
for  harmonious  founds  implies  great  fenfibility,  and  mull 
prepare  the  way  for  civilization.  Agreeably  to  their  pre- 
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fent  fituation,  their  government  is  in  a  very  imperfeCt  Rate. 
Every  village  or  family  appears  to  be  independent,  and  only 
to  join  with  the  reft  when  their  common  intereft  is  abfo- 
lutely  the  fame :  for  example,  when  their  country  is  threat¬ 
ened  by  the  invafion  of  ftrangers.  The  aged  or  the  ftrong 
appear  to  have  the  greateft  influence  among  the  multitude, 
and  a  diverfity  of  ranks  feems  to  be  unknown.  The  feparate 
intereft  of  many  fmall  focieties  muft  frequently  clafti,  and  of 
courfe  involve  them  in  feuds,  which  nourifti,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  the  principles  of  diftruft  and  revenge.  Thi3  difficulty 
can  only  be  remedied  in  procefs  of  time  by  the  encreafe  of 
population,  which  will  oblige  them  to  unite  and  to  eftablifh  a 
government  on  a  more  permanent  bafis.  The  manufacture  of 
arms,  upon  which  they  now  fpend  more  time  than  on  any- 
other,  will  then  employ  their  more  numerous  leifure  hours,, 
and  the  fame  elegance  which  is  at  prefent  laviflied  on  the 
arms  at  the  Friendly  Iflands,  may  likewife  at  Tanna  become 
the  work  of  peace  and  mutual  fafety.  How  far  their  naviga¬ 
tions  to  neighbourings  iflands  may  haften  that  period  is  un¬ 
certain  ;  but  commerce  is  doubtlefs  of  infinite  fervice  to  the 
encreafe  of  civilization. 

We  know  nothing  of  their  religion,  except  the  fo- 
lemn  fong  which  we  heard  on  the  eaftern  point  of 
the  bay  almoft  every  morning,  from  whence  we  fufpeCb 
that  they  have  a  place  of  worfhip  in  the  woods  there¬ 
abouts.  Their  folicitude  to  prevent  our  accefs  to  that  parr 
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feems  to  ftrengthen  this  conjecture  j  but  in  their  general 
behaviour  we  did  not  take  notice  of  the  leaft  religious  aCt, 
nor  of  any  thing  that  could  be  conftrued  into  fuperftition. 
The  only  circumftance  which  has  fome  appearance  of  ow¬ 
ing  its  origin  to  a  religious  notion,  is  their  taking  up  the 
prefents  which  we  gave  them,  in  a  leaf;  but  as  this  was  not 
a  general  cuftom,  and  almoft  entirely  negleCted  as  foon  as 
we  became  better  acquainted,  I  cannot  lay  any  ftrefs  upon 
it.  Civilization  enlarges  and  unravels  the  idea  of  a  Deity, 
which  is  not  unknown  to  the  favage,  though  his  more  im¬ 
mediate  wants  prevent  his  giving  attention  to  it.  When  the 
exigencies  of  nature  are  fupplied  with  lefs  trouble,  and  in  a 
ihorter  time,  the  intellectual  part  expands  and  mounts  to 
heaven  to  find  fome  occupation.  It  cannot  be  expeCted  that 
during  the  little  ftay  which  we  made  at  Tanna,  and  in  the 
confined  fituation  to  which  the  difiruft  of  the  natives  re¬ 
duced  us  at  firft,  we  (hould  have  been  able  to  colleCt  more 
certain  and  inftruCtive  obfervations,  or  an  exaCt  detail  of 
the  whole  extent  of  knowledge  among  the  natives.  Many 
articles,  and  efpecially  all  the  cuftoms  of  domeftic  life,  re¬ 
main  entirely  unknown  to  us.  All  nations  praCtife  certain 
Ceremonies  on  folemn  occafions,  fuch  as  marriages,  births, 
or  deaths ;  and  however  fimple  they  may  be  at  Tanna,  they 
contribute  to  delineate  the  character  of  the  people,  of  which 
our  knowledge  is  but  too  imperfeCt.  The  vifits  which  we 
made  to  them  on  the  hill,  gave  us  great  room  to  believe 
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them  hofpitable,  and  open  to  fentiments  of  univerfal  bene¬ 
volence,  as  foon  as  the  apprehenfions  for  their  fafety  were 
pacified.  We  found  them  unjuft  to  their  women,  but  not  fo 
cruel  and  unnatural  as  the  New  Zeelanders ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  rather  to  be  fuppofed  that  they  make  gradual  advances 
towards  that  kind  difpofition  which  manifefts  itfelf  in  the 
good  treatment  of  the  fex  at  the  Friendly  and  Society  Iflands. 
Upon  other  occafions  we  had  reafon  to  believe  them  brave 
and  intrepid,  and  their  conduct  to  us  in  the  woods,  after 
the  fatal  murder  of  their  countryman,  was  certainly  gener¬ 
ous.  Their  converfation  fometimes  afforded  us  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  admiring  their  fagacity.  Their  behaviour  to  us 
at  our  firft  arrival,  and  the  cuftom  of  going  conftantly 
armed,  are  evident  marks  of  diftruft ;  and  the  cuftom  of  eat¬ 
ing  human  flefli,  which  their  figns  plainly  indicated,  is  a 
proof  that  their  paffions  are  violent.  The  intercourfe  with 
Europeans  might  perhaps  have  proved  a  benefit  to  them, 
and  laid  the  ground-work  for  a  future  progrefs  in  civiliza¬ 
tion,  if  their  laft  rafh  action  had  not  effaced  thofe  favour¬ 
able  impreflions  which  the  natives  had  already  conceived  of 
them.  European  goods  were  in  no  repute  j  but  as  we  left 
a  confiderable  number  of  nails  and  fome  hatchets  among 
them,  the  durability  of  the  metal  will  foon  teach  them  to 
hold  it  in  high  efteem,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the 
next  fhip  which  may  happen  to  vifit  them,  will  find  them 
fond  of  iron-ware,  and  eager  to  barter  provifions  for  it. 

Having 
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Having  once  more  put  to  Tea,  we  ran  to  the  eaft  ward,  in 

»  > 

order  to  examine  the  illand  of  Irronan.  Our  ftay  at  Tanna 
had  fupplied  us  only  with  three  or  four  meals  of  frelh  filh, 
and  a  fmall  quantity  of  yams,  which  we  treafured  up  to 
ferve  upon  emergencies.  Some  of  our  crew  were  at  this 
time  aftli&ed  with  fevers,  and  received  fmall  portions  of 
thofe  roots,  as  fubftitutes  to  the  unwholefome  bifcuit  and 
pickled  beef. 

In  the  evening  we  came  near  the  illand  of  Irronan,  which  Sunday aT* 
was  found  to  lie  about  twelve  leagues  to  the  eaft  of  Tanna, 
and  confifted  of  a  high  table-hill.  We  palled  the  night  in 
tacking,  and  the  next  morning  afcertained  the  fituation  of 
Anattom  in  200  $  fouth,  and  1700  5'  eaft.  Its  fize  was 
inferior  to  that  of  Tanna,  though  we  kept  at  fuch  a  diftance 
that  we  could  not  determine  it  with  precifion ;  but  the  height 
of  its  mountains  was  to  all  appearance  nearly  the  fame. 
Obferving  no  other  iflands  to  the  fouthward  at  prefent,.  we 
lhaped  our  courfe  along  the  fouth-weft  Ihore  of  Tanna, 
which  we  faw  to  great  advantage  on  that  fide,  all  the  hills 

Hoping  very  gently  from  their  fummits  and  inland  ridges. 

\ 

As  the  wind  was  very  frefh  and  wholly  in  our  favour,  we  Monday 
were  on  the  lee-fide  of  Irromanga  the  next  morning.  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook  was  refolved  to  fpend  fome  time  in  examining  the 
weftern  coafts  of  all  this  group  of  iflands,  and  particularly 
not  to  leave  unexplored  that  to  the  north  of  Mallicollo, 
which  had  been  feen  by  M.  de  Bougainville.  This  group* 
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being  the  wefternmoft  hitherto  known  in  the  South  Pacific 
Ocean,  captain  Cook  named  the  New  Hebrides  *,  having 
acquired  the  right  of  giving  this  new  collective  name  by 
difcovering  ten  large  iflands,  befides  a  number  of  fmaller 
ones,  all  which  had  never  been  feen  before.  The  day  was 
not  yet  fpent  when  we  had  already  palled  the  fouthern  fhores 
of  Sandwich  Ifland.  Its  afpeCl  on  that  fide  was  very  beau¬ 
tiful,  and  its  forefts  feemed  more  rich  and  copious  than  we 
had  formerly  obferved  them  to  the  northward.  Four  fmall 
iflands,  of  inconfiderable  height  but  finely  wooded  with  the 
molt  tufted  trees,  formed  a  harbour,  which  had  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  very  convenient  and  fafe. 

Running  on  all  night  with  great  fpeed,  we  came  in 
fight  of  the  Ifles  of  Apee,  Pa-oom,  and  Ambrrym  the  next 
morning,  and  flood  along  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  Mallicollo. 
The  peak  of  Pa-oom  feemed  at  this  diftance  in  one  direction, 
to  be  entirely  feparate  from  the  land  before  it,  but  it  may 
neverthelefs  be  connected  with  it  by  low  land.  Mallicollo 
furprifed  us  again  with  the  beauty  and  fhagginefs  of  its 
forefts,  from  whence  vaft  numbers  of  fmokes  afeended, 
fuflicient  to  prove,  that  a  great  part  of  thefe  forefts  was 
inhabited.  A  fpacious  bay  foon  opened  to  our  view, 
with  a  fine  beach  ;  and  the  land  about  it,  was  to  all 

•  *  1  - 

appearance,  extremely  populous  and  fertile.  Two  fmall 
iflands  were  fituated  in  this  bay,  and  we  feafted  our  eyes 

v  V  '  ^  •  «  *  “i"  ’  / 

*  Xhe  Hebrides  are  ,the  weftermoft  iflands  of  Great  Britain,. 
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©n  the  richnefs  and  luxuriance  of  the  profpeft,  where  the 
brighteft  tints  of  verdure  were  profufely  fpread. 

A  great  number  of  natives  were  obferved  on  the  fhore, 
and  two  canoes  put  off  about  noon,  paddling  towards  us, 
but  foon  giving  over  the  chace,  as  we  failed  on  too  fall  for 
them.  Beyond  the  point  which  included  the  bay  to  the 
north- weft,  the  country  loft  fomething  of  its  exuberant  fer¬ 
tility,  and  was  interfperfed  with  barren  fpots,  though  we 
iaw  fmokes  and  habitations  on  the  higheft  ridges  :  and  at 
night  the  mountains  were  illuminated  in  different  places, 
by  feveral  lines  of  fires,  fome  of  which  appeared  to  extend 
at  leaft  half  a  mile  in  length.  We  palfed  the  north  point 
of  Mallicollo  during  night,  and  were  a  good  way  advanced 
in  Bougainville’s  paffage  at  day-break  on  the  24th.  Mal¬ 
licollo  lies  nearly  N.  N.  W.  and  S.  S.  E.  and  the  north  point 
is  in  1 50  50'S,  and  167°  23'  E.  The  land  which  forms 
the  north  fide  of  the  paffage,  appeared  very  extenfive,  high 
and  mountainous,  and  a  number  of  fmall  iflands  lay  along 
its  fouthern  coaft,  which  were  of  a  very  moderate  height, 
and  covered  with  the  fineft  forefts.  The  continual  fair 
weather  which  attended  this  part  of  our  navigation,  made 
all  thefe  beautiful  landfcapes  appear  to  the  greateft  advan¬ 
tage  *  and  the  pleafure  of  contemplating  a  great  variety  of 
rich  fceneries,  made  us  fome  amends  for  the  wretchednefs 
of  our  diet,  which  at  prefent  confifted  of  no  other  than  the* 
fhip’s  provifions. 

The: 
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The  land  which  we  now  faw  to  the  northward, 
feeras  to  be  the  fame,  which  that  great  navigator,  captain 
Quiros,  called  Tierra  Auflral  del  Efpiritu  Santo,  and  which 
at  that  time,  he  fuppofed  to  make  part  of  a  continent.  It 
is  not  improbable,  that  the  bay  of  St.  Philip  and  St. 
Jago,  where  he  anchored,  is  fituated  within  the  fmall 
iflands,  which  lie  before  that  great  land.  We  really  faw 
the  appearance  of  a  bay  within  them,  but  did  not  flop  to 
examine  it,  only  giving  the  fmall  iflands  the  name  of  Bar- 
tholemew  Ifles,  from  the  day  on  which  we  faw  them. 

We  were  now  entertained  once  more  with  the  fight  of 
the  ifland  of  Lepers,  and  Aurora  which  remained  at  a  great 
diftance  to  the  eaft  of  us.  Our  courfe  continued  to  the 

1  v 

north  along  the  eaftern  fliore  of  Tierra  del  Efpiritu  Santo, 
where  we  ftill  difeovered  new  iflands,  which  were  not  feen. 
by  M.  de  Bougainville.  Thefe  fmall  iflands,  as  well  as  the 
main  land,  had  all  a  very  fertile  afpefl,  being  covered  with 
fine  forefls,  from  whence  numerous  fmokes  afeended, 
which  were  fo  many  figns  of  a  great  population.  Having 
palled  the  night,  (landing  off  and  on,  wc  came  abreaft  of 
the  northernmoft  iflands  the  next  morning,  and  took  notice 
that  even  the  large  land  extended  no  further  northward.  Moll 
of  the  fmall  iflands  were  very  long,  narrow,  and  bluff  at  one 
end,  but  formed  a  low  flat  point,  running  out  to  the  north¬ 
ward.  Their  bluff  part  was  commonly  white  like  a  chalk- 
cliff,  and  it  was  remarkable  that  we  did  not  obferve  any  coco¬ 
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nut  trees  among  their  forefts,  which  in  fome  places  confided 
..chiefly  of  club- wood.  As  we  pafTed  by  their  northern  extremity, 
they  formed  a  very  beautiful  profpeCt,  gradually  opening 
from  each  other,  and  clear  of  the  main  land.  Steering  to 
the  weft  ward,  we  pafTed  a  projecting  point  on  Tierra  del 
Efpiritu  Santo,  and  opened  a  moft  fpacious  bay  of  which 
the  entrance  could  be  no  lefs  than  five  leagues  wide.  The 
depth  of  the  bay  was  proportioned  to  the  width.  The 
fhores  on  each  fide  Teemed  to  run  parallel  for  the  fpace  of 
feven  leagues,  at  the  end  of  which  the  bay  terminates.  A 
fine  beach  was  Teen  all  along  the  bottom  of  it,  and  the  land 
from  thence,  for  many  leagues  within  the  country,  con- 
filled  of  hills  of  a  very  moderate  height,  and  extenfive  po¬ 
pulous  vallies,  which  had  the  appearance  of  fertility  and 
plenty.  We  flood  over  to  its  weftern  fhore  where  we  faw 
many  natives,  efpecially  towards  the  evening  ;  and  like  wife 
took  notice  of  a  canoe  fimilar  to  thofe  which  we  had 

i 

obferved  at  Mallicollo  ;  it  came  off,  but  the  people  in  it 
kept  it  at  a  diftance  from  the  fhip,  and  would  not  come 
near,  though  we  gave  them  ever  fo  many  invitations.  The 
hill  which  formed  the  weftern  fhore  was  rather  fteep,  but 
however  well  inhabited,  and  covered  with  woods.  A  low 
fiat  point  ran  out  from  it  a  mile  or  two  into  the  bay,  and 
formed  a  kind  of  cove  where  we  wifhed  to  come  to  an 
anchor,  as  we  were  becalmed,  and  the  night  was  coming  on. 
We  founded  feveral  times,  but  found  no  bottom  with  one 
Vol.  II.  Bbb  hundred 
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hundred  and  thirty,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  fathom,, 
about  a  mile  from  the  fhore.  It  was  foon  perfe&ly  dark, 
and  as  we  only  difcerned  the  land  by  the  lights  which 
glimmered  through  the  woods  in  different  places,  our  fitua- 
tion  was  beginning  to  be  alarming,  and  we  thought  of 
hoifting  out  our  boats  to  tow  us  off,  when  a  faint  breeze 
affifted  us  to  get  into  the  middle  of  the  bay.  Here  we 
waited  for  day-light,  and  then  continued  to  Rand  in  to  the 
fouthward  with  light  airs,  which  vanifhed  towards  noon. 
Two  boats  were  fent  after  dinner  to  the  beach  which  runs 
along  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  in  order  to  reconnoitre  whe¬ 
ther  there  was  any  port,  or  a  river,  which  we  could  not 
difcern  from  on  board,  being  flill  above  a  league  and  a 
half  diftant.  In  the  mean  while  three  canoes  put  off  from 
the  fhore,  with  triangular  fails,  and  approached  the  fhip 
very  fail.  In  each  of  them  vve  obferved  four  or  five  men, 
to  whom  we  called,  as  foon  as  we  thought  them  within 
hearing.  They  were  naked,  and  of  the  fame  colour  as  the 
Mallicollefe  ;  but  taller,  and  more  floutly  formed  ;  their 
hair  feemed  to  be  woolly,  and  their  beards  frizzled.  Some 
of  them  had  a  bunch  of  feathers  on  the  top  of  the  head, 
and  others  wore  a  white  fhell  tied  on  the  fore-head.  On 
their  arms  they  had  bracelets  of  fhell-work,  exactly  re- 
fembling  thofe  which  we  had  obferved  at  Mallicollo,  and 
round  their  middle  they  wore  a  narrow  belt,  from  whence 
a  long  flip  of  matted-work,  five  inches  broad,  defcended  to 
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the  knees  before  and  behind.  One  of  them  had  a  fago- 
leaf  rolled  round  his  head,  forming  a  kind  of  airy  cap. 
Their  canoes  were  of  indifferent  workmanfliip  like  thofe  of 
Mallicollo,  and  had  out-riggers.  We  faw  fome  fpears  in 
them,  which  had  two  or  three  prongs,  and  were  doubtlefs 
intended  as  fffh-gigs ;  but,  befides  thefe,  the  people  had  no 
arms  whatsoever.  They  came  fo  near  as  to  accept  a  pre- 
fent  of  medals,  nails,  Taheitee  cloth,  and  red  baize ;  and  we 
could  obferve  them  feizing  upon  the  nails  with  peculiar 
eagernefs,  which  feems  to  indicate  that  they  were  not 
wholly  unacquainted  with  them:  Quiros  perhaps  might 
leave  fome  iron-ware  on  this  ifland,  which  has  thus  ac¬ 
quired  a  high  value  among  the  natives.  They  fattened  a 
branch  of  the  pepper-plant  to  the  fame  rope  by  which  we 
had  lowered  down  the  nails  to  them ;  but  it  appeared,  that 
befides  this  emblem  of  friendfhip,  they  had  nothing  elfe  to 
give.  We  fpoke  a  good  deal  to  them,  and  they  anfwered 
from  time  to  time,  but  neither  party  underftood  the  other. 
However,  I  thought  of  repeating  the  numerals  in  the  dialed 
of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  and  had  fcarcely  begun  to  count, 
when  they  immediately  interrupted  me,  and  counted  very 
exadly  till  ten.  We  now  pointed  to  the  fliore,  and  en¬ 
quired  for  the  name  of  the  ifland.  They  repeated  the  word 
Fannooa ,  which  in  the  dialed  juft  mentioned  fignifies  land  ; 
and  called  the  level  diftrid,  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  TalJa- 
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onee,  at  the  fame  time  giving  feveral  names  for  different; 
parts  of  the  country  on  the  {ides ;  but  we  could  not  obtain- 
a  general  name  of  the  ifland,  which  we  therefore  diflin- 
guifhed  by  that  of  Tierra  del  Efpiritu  Santo,  as  Quiros  had 
done  before.  The  lahguages  of  Mallicollo  and  Tanna,  of 
which  we  repeated  fome  words  to  thefe  people,  were  either 
unknown  to  them,  or  we  pronounced  them  too  improperly  to 
be  underftood.  When  they  faw  our  boats  coming  back  from 
the  lliore,  they  left  us,  it  being  then  near  funfet.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Pickerfgill,  who  had  the  command  of  our  boats,  re¬ 
ported  that  he  found  no  foundings  before  he  came  within 
two  or  three  cable’s  lengths  of  the  Ihore,  but  that  the  bottom 

f 

was  good  at  this  diftance.  He  had  found  a  fine  river, 
which  was  deep  enough  for  his  boat  at  the  entrance,  and 
had  landed  on  one  of  the  banks,  whilft  a  great  number  of 
natives  appeared  in  the  bullies  on  the  oppofite  fide>  He 
made  many  figns  of  friendlhip,  and  called  and  beckoned  to 
them  to  come  over  the  water  ,  but  none  of  them  venturing 
to  accept  the  invitation,  he  re-embarked,  and  returned  to 
the  Ihip.  The  boats  were  hoifted  in,  and  a  breeze  fpringing 
up,  alTifted  us  to  go  gradually  out  of  the  bay.  Captain 
Cook  gave  this  bay  the  name  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  Iago  ;  but 
it  is  Hill  fomewhat  doubtful,  whether  it  is  the  fame  which 
Quiros  has  diltinguilhed  by  that  name  ;  at  leaft  the  port  of 

Vera  Cruz,  which  according  to  that  Spanilh  navigator,  has 
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room  for  a  thoufand  {hips,  is  not  to  be  found  in  it  *.  The 
eaftern  point  of  the  entrance  was  named  cape  Quiros,  and 
lies  in  140  55'  S.  and  167°  3  4'  E.  The  weftern  point 
extends  fomewiiat  more  to  the  northward,  being  in  140  38" 
S.  and  1  66°  52'  E,  and  was  named  cape  Cumberland.  We 
were  off  this  point  early  the  next  morning,  and  advanced 
{lowly  out  of  the  bay,  along  the  northern  coaft  of  the  ifland,- 
being  much  detained  by  calms  and  light  airs.  Quiros  had 
great  reafon  to  extol  the  beauty  and  fertility  of  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  it  is  indeed  to  appearance,  one  of  the  fined  in  the 
world.  Its  riches  in  vegetable  productions  would  doubt- 
lefs  have  afforded  the  botanift  an  ample  harveft  of  new 
plants,  as  next  to  New  Zeeland  it  was  the  largeft  land  we 
had  hitherto  feen,  and  had  the  advantage  of  having  never 
been  examined  by  other  naturalifts.  But  the  ftudy  of 
nature  was  only  made  the  fecondary  objeCt  in  this  voyage, 
which,  contrary  to  its  original  intent,  was  fo  contrived  in* 
the  execution,  as  to  produce  little  more  than  a  new  track 
on  the  chart  of  the  fouthern  hemifphere.  We  were  there¬ 
fore  obliged  to  look  upon  thofe  moments,  as  peculiarly 
fortunate,  when  the  urgent  wants  of  the  crew,  and  the 
intereft  of  the  fciences,  happened  to  coincide. 

A  {hark  was  caught  in  the  afternoon,  and  afforded  us  a 

frefh  meal.  We  found  a  fmall  infeCV,  of  the  monoculus^ 

-  1  \ 

*  See  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  ufeful  and  judicious  Collection  of  Voyages,  vol.  I.  p; 
J32,  142,  and  169. 
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tribe,  upon  its  back,  which  much  refembled  the  fpecies  in 
the  gills  of  falmons.  A  fcorpion  was  likewife  diflodged 
from  a  fhelf,  by  the  accidental  removal  of  a  book  j  fome  of 
thefe  creatures  having  been  brought  on  board  at  the  Society 
or  Friendly  Iflands  with  clutters  of  bananas,  on  which  they 
fometimes  fit.  Towards  night  we  made  another  acquifi- 
tion  ;  it  was  a  booby,  of  the  fort  which  Linnseus  calls  pelecanus 
Jiber,  which  had  rootted  on  the  main-yard. 

The  day  following  a  light  air  likewife  retarded  our  pro- 
grefs,  fo  that  we  flowly  examined  the  weftern  coaft  of 
Tierra  del  Efpiritu  Santo.  A  variety  of  filh  were  obferved 
fwimming  along  fide ;  two  albecores  were  caught,  and  a 
fingle  dolphin  was  ftruck  with  the  harpoon,  after  many  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts.  The  land  on  this  fide  was  high,  and 
the  mountains  very  deep.  Many  fires  were  obferved  at  night, 
probably  in  order  to  clear  the  ground  for  plantations.  Quiros 
having  likewife  feen  fires  on  this  ifland,  conje&ured  as  we 
had  done  at  firft,  that  they  were  feax  de  joye ,  and  illumi¬ 
nations,  on  account  of  the  arrival  of  fliips.  A  foutherly 
breeze  fpringing  up,  obliged  us  to  tack  off  and  on,  during 
the  30th  and  3  ift,  when  we  reached  the  S.  W.  point  of  the 
ifland,  which  we  named  Cape  Lifburne,  and  which  is  fitu- 
ated  in  13°  35'S.  and  16  y°  E.  We  flood  once  more  into 
the  paffage  between  Tierra  del  Efpiritu  Santo  and  Mallicollo, 
in  order  to  complete  the  circuit  of  the  former.  Here  we 
faw  the  bay  which  M.  de  Bougainville  has  expreffed  in  his 
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map,  flieltered  by  fome  of  the  Bartholomew  Iflands:  it  did 
not  however  appear  to  be  of  fuch  great  extent  as  it  is  there 
reprefented.  About  fix  in  the  evening  we  put  about,  and 
flood  to  the  S.  S.  W.  from  the  New  Hebrides,  with  a  S.  E. 
trade-wind.  This  group  of  iflands,  which  we  had  now 
curforily  examined  in  the  fpace  of  forty-fix  days,  feems  to 
be  well  worth  the  attention  of  future  navigators,  efpecially 
if  they  fhould  ever  be  fent  out  upon  the  liberal  plan  of 
making  difcoveries  in  all  the  various  branches  of  fcience. 
I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  that  they  would  find  great  riches  of 
filver  and  pearls,  which  Quiros  was  forced  to  fpeak  of,  in 
order  to  engage  an  interefted,  avaricious  court,  to  fupport 
his  great  and  fpirited  undertakings. .  Thefe  incitements  are 
not  necefiarynow  a-days,  when  feveral  monarchs  in  Europe 
have  convinced  the  world  that  they  can  inflitute  voyages  of 
difcovery,  with  no  other  view  than  the  increafe  of  human 
knowledge,  and  the  improvement  of  mankind.  The  fums 
which  fome  of  their  predeceflors  have  laviflied  on  parafites, 
have  been  found  fufficient  to  make  an  immenfe  progrefs, 
nay,  to  produce  a  new  and  important  revolution  in  the 
fiate  of  the  fciences,  which  have  ever  required  a  trifling  ex¬ 
pence  to  triumph  over  the  numberlefs  obftacles  that  igno¬ 
rance,  envy,  or  fuperflition  oppofed  againft  them.  The  na¬ 
tural  productions  of  the  New  Hebrides,  exclufive  of  all  kinds 
of  aitificial  1  idles,  are  therefore  in  my  opinion  confiderable 
enough  to  engage  the  attention  of  future  voyagers.  Their 
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volcanoes,  their  vegetables,  and  their  inhabitants,  would 
provide  fufficient  employment  for  a  Ferber*,  a  Solander,  and 
many  of  the  hiftorians  of  mankind. 

We  proceeded  at  prefent  to  the  fouthward,  and  prepared 
to  crofs  the  South  Sea  in  its  greateft  breadth  towards  the 
extremity  of  America ;  and  though  our  crew  were  much 
weakened  by  living  entirely  upon  fait  meat  in  a  hot  climate, 
yet  it  was  intended  not  to  touch  at  any  place  by  the  way ; 
a  project,  which  if  it  had  been  put  in  execution,  would 
doubtlefs  have  proved  fatal  to  fome  of  them,  whofe.  bad 
conftitution  would  not  prompt  them  to  fupport  fuch  an  ab- 
flinence.  Fortunately,  after  Handing  on  the  fame  courfe  for 
three  days,  we  fell  in  with  a  large  land,  which  had  never 
been  vilited  by  any  European  navigator  before,  and  which 
entirely  altered  the  plan  of  our  proceedings  for  the  remain¬ 
ing  part  of  our  Hay  in  the  South  Seas, 

Mr.  Ferber  is  the  firft  and  only  man  of  fcience  who  has  given  us  a  truly 
fcientifical  and  mineralogical  account  of  Vefuvius,  which  is  worthy  the  attention  of 
naturalifls.  See  his  Letters  to  baron  Born,  London,  1776. 
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CHAP.  III. 


Difcovery  of  New  Caledonia. — Account  af  our  flay  there. — Range 
along  the  coajl  to  our  departure.— Difcovery  of  Norfolk  IJland * 
Return  to  New  Zeeland. 


/^\N  the  4th  of  September,  about  feven  in  the  morning,  a 
midfhipman  at  the  mail-head  difcovered  land  to  the 
fouth,  extending  a  great  way  to  the  weftward,  and  likewife 
to  the  fouth-eaftward.  It  appeared  to  be  very  high,  and  its 
diftance  from  us  was  about  eight  leagues,  being  feen 
through  a  haze,  which  made  it  appear  farther  off  than  it 
really  was.  We  had  at  this  time  little  wind,  though  fair 
weather,  and  therefore  advanced  flowly  towards  this  new  and 
unexpected  coaft.  M.  de  Bougainville  takes  notice  of  meet¬ 
ing  with  a  part  of  the  fea  which  was  entirely  fmooth  *,  and 
where  feveral  pieces  of  wood  and  fruits  floated  paft  his  fliip. 
This  was  nearly  to  the  N.  W.  of  the  land  which  we  now  dif¬ 
covered,  and  which,  as  an  able  and  intelligent  navigator,  he 
had  conjeCtured  to  lie  in  that  direction. 

*  See  his  Voyage,  Eng.  edition,  p.  303. 
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A  calm,  which  happened  after  noon,  entirely  Hopped  our 
progrefs  towards  the  land,  to  which  we  were  now  near 
enough  to  difcern  feveral  fmokes,  fufficient  to.  prove  that  ir 
was  inhabited;  An  officer  at  the  maft-head  likewife  enter¬ 
tained  us  with  the  hope  of  feeing  another  volcano,  of  which 
he  faid  he  had  feen  the  fmoke  burfling  out.  He  muft, 
however,  have  been  deceived  by  appearances,  as  wre  never 
afterwards  faw  any  volcanic  production  upon  this  ifland. 
The  point  which  had  firft  been  feen,  was  named  after  the 
midfhipman,  Cape  Colnett ,  and  is  fituated  in  20°  3  o'"  fouth,. 
and  i  65  °  2  eaft.  The  whole  land,  appearing  to  be  very 
extenfive,  was  honoured  with  the  appellation  of  Nova  Calcdo- 

*  1 

nia.  We  could  not  wait  the  moment  which  ffiould  bring 
us  acquainted  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  land,  but  formed 
feveral  conjectures  relative  to  them.  As  we  had  found  the 
inhabitants  of  the  New  Hebrides  not  only  entirely  diflinCt; 
from  the  New  Zeelanders,  but  alfo  different  amongft  them- 
felves,  this  new  country  offered  itfelf  to  our  eyes  very  op¬ 
portunely  in  order  to  account  for  the  population  of  New 
Zeeland  ;  but  the  fequel  convinced  us  that  our  ideas  were 

j 

very  premature  on  this  fubjeCt,  and  that  the  hiftory  of  the 
human  fpecies  in  the  South  Seas  cannot  yet  be  unravelled 
with  any  degree  of  precifion. 

Before  it  was  dark,  three  failing  canoes  were  feen  coming 
off  from  the  ffiore.  Perhaps  the  natives  had  taken  our 
fhip  to  be  a  canoe,  and  upon  this  fuppofition  had  miftaken 

the 
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the  di (lance,  for  foon  after  they  put  about  and  returned.  sbptYSe*. 
The  land  to  the  Weftward  feemed  to  be  divided  into  feveral 
iflands,  and  a-head  of  the  fhip  we  obferved  fome  breakers, 
which  gavelis  reafon  to  conclude  that  a  reef  of  coral  fur- 
rounded  the  land  at  a  confiderable  diflance  from  it. 

Early  the  next  morning,  having  a  fine  breeze,  we  flood  Monday  5. 
towards  the  fhore,  and  foon  difeovered  the  reef,  which  ran 
parallel  to  the  coaft,  at  the  diflance  of  three  leagues.  With¬ 
in  it  we  faw  feveral  canoes,  each  provided  with  two  large 
fails,  one  behind  the  other,  and  fome  natives  on  board  of 
them  employed  in  fifhing.  A  few  other  canoes  put  off 
from  the  fhore  fome  time  after,  and,  pafling  the  reef,  came 
towards  the  fhip.  We  called  to  them  as  foon  as  we  could 
be  heard,  but  they  only  looked  at  us,  and  foon  returned  the 
way  they  came,  making  however  no  unfriendly  geflures. 

Having  obferved  an  entrance  into  the  reef  we  hoifted  two 
boats  out,  which  we  fent  to  found.  In  a  little  time  they 
made  the  fignal  of  having  found  a  convenient  and  fa fe  paff- 
•age  into  the  fmooth  water  within  the  reef,  and  we  could 
obferve  them  converfing  upon  very  amicable  terms  with 
a  canoe  full  of  the  natives.  Our  fhip  flood  into  this  fmooth 
bafon  through  a  gap  in  the  reef,  which  was  about  a  mile 
in  breadth.  The  natives  laid  fome  of  their  canoes  on  both 
Tides  of  the  paflage,  in  a  place  where  it  was  narrow,  and 
beckoned  to  us  to  keep  in  the  middle  between,  which  gave 
tis  a  very  high  opinion  of  their  friendly  and  open  difpofi- 
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tion.  Our  boats  Rill  continued  to  proceed  a-head  of  us,, 
founding  from  time  to  time,  and  making  fignals  of  the 
depth  of  water.  The  face  of  the  country  looked  rather 
barren  as  we  approached,  and  was  covered  with  a  dry 
whitifh  grafs.  Trees  were  very  fparingly  fcattered  on  the 
mountains,  and  feemed  all  to  have  white  Rems,  and  to  re¬ 
ferable  willows  ;  nor  was  any  kind  of  fhrubberies  or  un<- 
derwood  to  be  feen.  Coming  nearer,  we  difcovered  a  fmall 
border  of  flat  land  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  covered  with 
green  and  tufted  trees  and  bulhes,  amongft  which-  we  faw 
now  and  then  a  coco-nut  palm  and  a  banana-tree.  Some 
houfes  likewife  appeared,  which  had  the  fhape  of  conical 
or  round  bee-hives,  with  a  hole  for  the  entrance,  and  ex¬ 
actly  refembled  the  houfes  which  are  reprefented  in  Le 
Maire’s  and  Schouten's  voyage,  and  which  they  faw  om 
Cocos  and  Hoorne  Ifland  *. 

Lieutenant  Pickerfgill,  who  had  been  out  in  the  boat,  now 
returned  on  board,  and  told  us  that  the  people  in  the  car- 
noes  had  been  extremely  friendly  towards  him,  and  fliewed 
him  one  of  their  number  whom  they  named  c£ed-boQmai  and 
Riled  their  areekee ,  or  king.  He  gave  him  fome  medals  and: 
other  trifles,  and  likewife  prefented  the  other  people  in  the 
canoe  with  the  fame ;  but  they  all  delivered  what  they  re¬ 
ceived  immediately  into  the  hands  of  Tea^booma.  Mr. 
Pickerfgill  brought  on  board  four  or  five  fifli,  of  which 

*  See  die  plates  in  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  Collection  ef-  Voyages,  vol,  II. 
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ihefe  good  people  had  made  him  a  prefent ;  but  unfortun-  September. 
ately  they  were  already  putrid  and  unfit  to  be  eaten. 

We  faw  a  finall  iflet  in  the  harbour,  furrounded  by  reefs 
and  fhoals,  near  which  we  let  go  our  anchor  in  a  good  bot¬ 
tom.  This  was  no  fooner  done  than  we  were  furrounded 
by  about  twenty  canoes,  each  of  which  was  provided  with 
fails,  and  confided  of  two  hulls,  connected  by  a  platform 
of  boards,  on  which  lay  a  heap  of  foil  and  afhes,  where 
the  natives  kept  a  condant  fire.  Many  of  thefe  people  im¬ 
mediately  came  on  board,  placing  perfect  confidence  in  us, 
and  one  of  them  exchanged  a  yam  for  a  fmall  bit  of  red 
cloth.  We  fat  down  to  dinner,  and  a  number  of  the  na¬ 
tives  were  our  fpeffators.  They  ate  very  heartily  of  the 
yams  which  we  had  obtained  at  Tanna,  but  refufed  to  touch 
our  fait  pork,  or  to  drink  a  drop  of  wine.  Unfortunately, 
yams  were  fuch  a  rarity  upon  our  table,  that  we  could  not 
conveniently  part  with  them.  They  admired  every  thing 
that  had  a  red  colour,  particularly  red  cloth  or  baize,  but 
did  not  choofe  to  give  us  any  thing  in  exchange.  Their 
language,  if  we  except  the  word  areekee  and  one  or  two 
more,  had  no  affinity  with  any  one  of  the  various  languages 
which  we  had  heard  in  the  South  Sea  before.  This  was  the 
more  furprifing  to  us,  as  we  had  found  one  language,  or 
at  lead  dialects  of  it,  in  all  the  eaderly  iflands  of  the  South* 

Sea,  as  well  as  at  New  Zeeland.  The  people  were  likewife 
different  from  any  we  had  feen.  They  were  very  dour,  tall,, 

and; 
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and  in  general  well  proportioned  ;  their  features  mild,  their 
beards  and  hair  black  and  ftrongly  frizzled,  fo  as  to  be  al- 
moft  woolly  in  fome  individuals,  and  their  general  colour 
fwarthy  or  a  dark  chefnut  brown,  nearly  the  fame  with  that 
of  the  people  of  Tanna. 

After  dinner  we  proceeded  to  a  flat  point  on  the  fhore, 
where  we  faw  a  great  croud  of  the  natives  aflembled.  Two 
boats  filled  with  people  went  on  this  expedition,  and  among 
them  were  twelve  marines,  well  armed.  We  landed  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  oppofition  among  the  natives,  fome  of  whom 
were  armed,  but  others  entirely  defencelefs.  Our  marines 
drew  up  in  a  line,  whilfl  we  went  up  and  down  before  them, 
and  defired  the  natives  to  give  us  fome  room,  to  which 
they  readily  confented.  A  handfome  young  man,  who,  ac- 
cording  to  Mr.  Pickerfgill,  was  the  chief  Tea-booma,  held 
a  fpeech  almoft  as  foon  as  we  had  flepped  afhore.  Previous 
to  this,  another  of  the  natives  pronounced  fome  words  very 
loud,  upon  which  a  general  filence  immediately  enfucd. 
The  fpeech  was  very  moderate,  though  ferious,  and  from 
time  to  time  delivered  in  a  loud  tone.  Sometimes  the  ora¬ 
tor  feemed  to  propofe  feveral  queflions,  which  were  always 
anfwered  by  fome  old  men  in  the  croud,  and  the  whole 
lafled  two  or  three  minutes.  A  little  while  after  another 
chief  arrived,  who  likewife  held  a  fpeech  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture  to  us ;  after  which  we  mixed  freely  in  the  croud,  and 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  their  arms  and  ornaments. 

Our 
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Oar  principal  enquiry,  which  we  expreffed  by  ftgns,  was 
whether  they  had  any  frefh  water,  upon  which  fome  point¬ 
ed  to  the  weft,  but  the  greateft  number  to  the  eaftward. 
Their  perfons  were  tall  and  wholly  of  that  character  which 
I  obferved  in  thofe  who  came  on  board  at  fil'd.  Many  of 
them,  however,  had  prodigious  thick  legs  and  arms,  which 
feemed  to  be  affedted  by  a  kind  of  leprofy.  They  all  wem 
naked,  only  tying  a  ftring  round  the  middle,  and  another 
round  the  neck,  A  little  piece  of  brown  cloth,  made  of 
the  bark  of  a  fig-tree,  which  is  fometimes  tucked  up  to  the 
belt,  and  fometimes  pendulous,  fcarcely  deferves  the  name 
of  a  covering ;  it  feems  indeed  not  to  be  intended  for  a* 
veil,  any  more  than  the  contrivance  of  the  Mallicollefe,  and 
in  the  eyes  of  Europeans  would  rather  be  reckoned  obfcene 
than  decent.  Every  inhabitant  of  this  iftand,  therefore,  like 
the  natives  of  Tanna  and  Mallicollo,  was  an  ambulant  figure 
of  the  Roman  Garden-God.  The  ideas  of  modefly  are  dif¬ 
ferent  in  every  country,  and  change  in  different  periods  ofr 
time.  Where  all  men  go  naked,  for  inftance  on  New  Hol¬ 
land*,  cuftom  familiarizes  them  to  each  other’s  eyes,  as 
much  as  if  they  went  wholly  muffled  up  in  garments.  The 
fafhionable  dreffes  and  fuits  of  armour  which  were  worn  in; 
the  fifteenth  and  fixteenth  century  at  every  European  court, 
would  at  prefent  be  looked  upon  as  the  moil  indecent  that. 

*  The  natives  of  New  Holland,  of  both  fexes,  .go  entirely  naked,  and  have- 
not  the  leaft  covering  from  motives  of  fhame.  See  Hawkefworth,  vol,  IIL 
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can  poflibly  be  contrived  ;  and  yet  who  will  dare  to  aflert 
that  there  was  lefs  modefty  in  the  world  at  that  age  than  in 
this,  or  defame  the  virtuous  characters  of  the  invincible 
knights  of  that  time,  fo  famous  for  chaftity,  honour,  and 
gallantry, — becaufe  they  wore  breeches  made  after  the 
fafhions  of  the  times  f  ? 

The  fame  piece  of  cloth,  which  the  natives  of  New  Ca¬ 
ledonia  have  made  fo  confpicuous,  is  fometimes  of  fuch  a 
length,  that  the  extremity  is  fattened  to  the  firing  round 
the  neck.  To  this  firing  they  alfo  hang  fmall  round  beads, 
of  a  pale  green  nephritic  ttone,  which  is  of  the  fame  fpe- 
cies  with  that  of  Tanna,  and  nearly  related  to  that  of  New 
Zeeland.  On  their  heads  many  among  them  wear  black 
cylindrical  caps,  made  of  a  very  coarfe  matted  work,  and 
entirely  open  at  both  ends,  being  only  a  kind  of  ftiff  cloth, 
formed  by  a  longitudinal  feam  into  a  cylinder,  which  has 
fome  refemblance  to  the  cap  of  an  huflar.  The  chiefs  had 
ornamented  theirs  with  many  fmall  red  plumes,  and  at  the 
top  with  long  black  cock’s  feathers.  In  their  ears,  of  which 
the  extremity  is  ttrctchcd  to  a  great  length,  and  the  whole 
cartilage  cut  out,  as  at  Eafter  Ifland,  they  hang  great  num¬ 
bers  of  tortoife-fhell  rings,  as  is  cuttomary  at  Tanna,  and 
fometimes  place  a  fcrofl,  made  of  a  fugar-cane  leaf,  in  the 

f  In  the  arfenals  at  the  Tower  of  London  may  be  fecn  n)any  complete  fuits  of 
armour,  which  will  better  explain  my  meaning. 
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hole.  Their  arms  were  clubs,  fpears  and  flings.-  The  for¬ 
mer  were  of  different  fliapes  and  woods,  but  in  general 
rather  fliort,  feldom  exceeding  three  feet  in  length,  and  re- 
fembling  that  fort  of  the  clubs  of  Tanna,  which  is  made  of 
the  cafuarina.  Their  ends  are  cut  out  in  liars  and  various 
knobs,  and  fome  are  formed  almoft  like  a  fcythe  or  pick¬ 
axe,  with  a  very  fhort  handle.  Their  fpears  are  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet  long,  and  black,  or  blackened  over ;  and  the 
bell  of  them,  fomewhat  before  the  middle,  have  a  promi¬ 
nence,  which  is  carved  fo  as  to  bear  a  rude  refemblance  to 
a  human  face.  They  throw  them  by  the  afliftance  of  fuch 
fliort  cords,  knobbed  at  one  end  and  looped  at  the  other,  as 
are  ufual  at  Tanna,  and  which  feamen  call  beckets.  Thofe 
of  New  Caledonia  were  of  fuperior  workmanfhip,  and  con¬ 
tained  a  quantity  of  red  wool,  which  we  fliould  have  taken 
for  the  covering  of  a  new  fort  of  animal,  if  we  had  not 
formerly  feen  the  vampyre,  or  great  Indian  bat,  from 
whence  it  was  taken.  Their  laft  weapons  were  flings,  for 
bows  and  arrows  were  wholly  unknown  to  them.  Thefe 
flings  confifted  of  a  flender  round  cord,  no  thicker  than  a 
packthread,  which  had  a  taflel  at  one  end,  and  a  loop  at 
the  other  end  and  in  the  middle.  The  ftones  which  they 
ufed  were  oblong,  and  pointed  at  each  end,  being  made  of 
a  foft  and  untftuous  foap-rock  ( rfme5lites) ,  which  could  eafily 
be  rubbed  into  that  fhape,  Thefe  exa&Iy  fitted  the  loop  in 
the  middle  of  the  fling,  and  were  kept  in  a  wallet  or  pocket 
Vol.  II.  D  d  d  of 
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of  coarfe  cloth,  ftrongly  woven,  of  a  kind  of  grafs,  which 
was  tied  on  about  the  middle.  Their  fhape  gives  them  a 
if r iking  refemblance  to  the  gJandes  plumbea  of  the  Romans 
Captain  Cook  being  defirous  to  find  a  watering-place, 
foon  returned  to  the  boats,  and  proceeded  along  fhore  to  the 
eaftward,  where  he  faw  the  whole  eoaft  lined  with  man¬ 
groves,  growing  in  ihallow  water,  and  in  fwampy  or 
marfhy  ground.  The  natives  on  the  beach,  feeing  us  put 
off,  difperfed  immediately,  and  went  to  their  feveral  homes. 
Two  of  them  were  feen  walking  with  great  difficulty  along, 
the  mangroves  j  for  which  reafon  we  rowed  towards  them, 
and  took  them  into  the  boat.  After  we  had  proceeded  near 
two  miles,  thefe  two  men  pointed  out  an  entrance  between 
the  mangroves,  which  looked  like  a  river.  As  it  was 
deep  enough  for  our  boats,  we  went  in,  and  foon  perceived, 
that,  after  feveral  turns  and  windings,  it  led  to  a  few  ha¬ 
bitations.  In  our  way  we  faw  fome  of  the  natives  {land¬ 
ing  on  the  fhore,  and  a  flock  of  wild  ducks  paffing  over 
our  heads  at  the  fame  time.  I  killed  one  of  them,  which, 
one  of  our  friends  in  the  boat  was  fo  defirous  of  pofleffing, 
that  we  readily  made  him  a  prefent  of  it.  He,  as  well  as 

thofe  on  fhore,  expreffed  fome  admiration  on  obferving  the 

« 

effect  of  our  fire-arms,  but  did  not  betray  the  fmallefl 
fymptom  of  fear.  Before  we  reached  their  houfes,  we  re- 

*  See  Count  Caylus’s  Antiquit.  Ill,  327.  Tab.  XCII.  fig.  3. 
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peated  the  experiment,  much  to  their  fatisfadlion,  and  were 
very  well  pleafed  to  give  them  an  idea  of  our  power,  by 
fuch  innocent  means.  At  laft,  the  river  being  not  above 
twelve  yards  wide,  we  landed  on  its  banks,  which  were 
raifed  about  two  feet  above  the  water,  it  being  near  the 
flood  tide.  Here  we  found  a  few  fmall  families,  with 
their  wives  and  children,  who  all  came  familiarly  about 
us,  without  the  leaft  marks  of  diftruft  or  ill-will.  The  wo¬ 
men  were  in  general  of  a  dark  chefnut,  or  fometimes  ma¬ 
hogany  brown  colour  *,  their  ftature  was  middle  fized,  fome 
being  rather  tall,  and  their  whole  form  very  flout,  and 
fomewhat  clumfy.  Their  drefs  was  the  moft  disfiguring 
that  can  be  imagined,  and  gave  them  a  thick  fquat  fliape. 
It  was  a  fhort  petticoat  or  fringe,  confiding  of  filaments  or 
little  cords  about  eight  inches  long,  which  were  fafiened 
to  a  very  long  firing,  which  they  had  tied  feveral  times 
round  the  waift.  The  filaments  or  litde  ropes  therefore 
lay  above  each  other  in  feveral  layers,  forming  a  kind  of 
thick  thatch  all  round  the  body,  which  did  not  cover  above 
a  third  part  of  the  thigh.  Thefe  filaments  were  fome¬ 
times  dyed  black  ;  but  frequently  t-hofe  on  the  outfide  only 
were  of  that  colour,  whilft  the  refi  had  a  dirty  flraw-colour. 
They  wore  Ihells,  ear-rings,  and  bits  of  nephritic  ftones, 
like  the  men  ;  and  fome  had  three  black  lines  longitudi-. 
nally  from  the  under-lip  to  the  chin,  which  had  been 
punctured  by  the  fame  methods  prachifcd  .at  the  Friendly 
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and  Society  Iflands.  Their  features  were  coarfe,  but  ex- 
preflfed  great  good-nature.  The  forehead  in  general  was 
high,  the  nofe  broad  and  flat  at  the  root,  and  the  eyes  ra¬ 
ther  fmall.  Their  cheek-bones  were  very  prominent,  and 
the  cheeks  commonly  plump.  Their  hair  was  frizzled, 
and  often  cut  Ihort,  as  among  the  natives  of  the  Society 
and  Friendly  Iflands.  The  huts,  which  flood  about  ten 
yards  from  the  banks  of  the  river,  on  a  little  rifing,  were 
of  a  conical  fhape,  about  ten  feet  high,  but  not  pointed  at 
the  top.  Their  innermoft  Ikeleton  confided  of  feveral  poles 
placed  nearly  upright,  and  connected  together  by  twilled 
flicks  like  hurdles.  Over  thefe  we  found  a  covering  of 
matts  from  top  to  bottom,  and  upon  that  a  thick  and  well- 
contrived  thatch  of  ftraw.  What  little  light  there  is  in 
thefe  houfes,  comes  in  through  the  entrance,  which  is  a 
hole  about  four  feet  high  ;  fo  that  the  inhabitants  mull 
Hoop  to  go  in  or  out.  We  found  them  full  of  fmoke,  and 
favv  a  heap  of  alhes  in  the  entrance  -r  and  concluded  that 
they  were  obliged  to  light  fires,  in  order  to  drive  away  the 
mofquitoes,  which  mull  infeft  the  fwamps  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  j  though  this  day  being  rather  cool,  we  faw  but  few. 
The  huts  were  furrounded  by  a  fmall  number  of  coco- 
palms,  deftitute  of  fruit,  fome  fugar-canes,  bananas,  and 
eddoes,  which  the  natives  had  fupplied  with  water  by 
feveral  little  trenches.  Some  of  the  eddoes  were  a&ually 
fet  under  water,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  cuflomary 
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throughout  the  South  Sea  Iflands.  The  whole  plantation,  SepSer. 
however,  had  a  very  fcanty  appearance,  and  feemed  to  be 
infufficient  to  afford  nourifhment  to  the  inhabitants 
throughout  the  year.  We  entirely  miffed  that  variety  of 
fruits,  which  we  had  hitherto  met  with  in  the  tropical 
i {lands,  and  naturally  recolle&ed  the  poverty  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Eafter  Ifland,  above  whom  it  appeared,  that 
the  people  before  us  enjoyed  but  few  advantages.  A  native 
named  Heebai,  feemed  to  be  the  principal  man  among  the 
few  families  which  were  here  affembled  ;  we  made  him 
fome  prefents,  and  walked  about  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
towards  the  mangroves,  meeting  with  a  new  plant  by  the 
way.  Towards  the  hills,  of  which  the  firft  rifings  were 
at  the  diflance  of  about  two  miles,  the  country  looked  ex¬ 
tremely  dreary  ;  here  and  there  indeed,  we  faw  a  few  trees* 
and  fmall  cultivated  fpots,  but  they  appeared  to  be  loft  on 
the  great  extent  of  barren  and  unprofitable  country,  which 
refembled  our  moors  more  than  any  thing  elfe.  Upon  a 
large  heap  of  embers  and  allies  before  the  huts,  lay  a  round 
earthen  pot,  which  could  hold  four  or  five  gallons.  It  was 
very  clumfily  fhaped,  had  a  large  belly,  and  confided  of  a 
reddifh  fubftance,  which  was  totally  covered  with  foot  both 
without  and  within.  After  a  fhort  day  with  the  good 
'  people  of  this  fpot,  whofe  provifions'  were  doubtlefs  fo 
fcanty,  that  they  could  not  fpare  any  for  us,  we  reimbarked 

in  our  boats.  The  natives  came  along  fide  early  the  next 
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morning  in  their  canoes.  They  had  fires  upon  every  canoe, 
having  laid  fome  fiones  and  allies  on  the  platform,  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  accident.  There  were  fome  women  in  the  boats, 
who  did  not  come  into  the  fhip,  but  many  of  the  men  came 
in  without  invitation,  and  began  to  fell  their  arms  for 
pieces  of  Taheitee  cloth. 

The  boats  were  fent  afliore  again  in  fearch  of  a  nearer 
watering-place.  We  landed  at  the  fame  point,  where  we 
had  made  our  firft  landing  the  day  before.  Here  we  met 
with  a  few  inhabitants,  who  on  our  making  enquiry  forfrefh- 
water,  pointed  to  the  weft  ward  where  we  had  not  yet  been. 
We  walked  along  the  beach,  which  was  here  fandy,  and 
bounded  by  a  fine  wild  flirubbery :  we  foon  came  to  a  hut, 
from  whence  a  number  of  plantations  extended  to  the  back  of 
the  beach  and  wild  wood.  We  rambled  into  the  country,  and 
came  to  a  canal  that  watered  this  plantation,  but  of  which  the 

i 

water  was  very  brackifti.  From  hence  however,  we  ran  imme¬ 
diately  to  aneminencc  near  us,  where  the  nature  of  the  coun¬ 
try  appeared  evidently  changed.  The  plain  was  covered  with 
a  thin  ftratum  of  vegetable  foil,  which  being  very  poor  was 
manured  in  the  plantations  with  broken  fhells  and  corals. 
The  eminence  on  the  contrary  was  a  rocky  ground,  con¬ 
fiding  of  large  pieces  of  quartz  and  glimmer  (mica*).  Here 

*  This  kind  of  rock  is  called  gejlell-jlein  by  the  German  mineralogies.  See 
Mr.  Ferber’s  Letters  to  Baron  Born,  Engl ifh  edition,  8vo.  1776,  p.  327.  This 
came  is  particularly  applied  to  that  kind  of  rock,  where  the  mica  or  glimmer  lies 
in  frequent  and  horizontal  ftrata. 

grew 


) 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 


grew  a  quantity  of  dry  grades,  about  two  or  three  feet  high, 
very  thin  in  moft  places  j  and  at  the  didance  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  yards  afunder,  we  faw  large  trees  black  at  the  root, 
but  with  a  bark  perfectly  white  and  loofe,  and  having, 
narrow  long  leaves  like  our  willows.  They  were  of  the 
fort  which  Linne  calls  melaleu-ca  leucadendra ,  and  Rumphius 
arbor  alba ,  who  fays  that  the  natives  of  the  Moluccas  make 
the  oil  of  cayputi,  from  the  leaves,  which  are  indeed  extremely 
fragrant  and  aromatic  f .  Not  the  lead  fhrub  was  to  be 
feen  on  this  eminence,  and  the  trees  did  not  intercept  the 
diftant  profped.  We  difcerned  from  hence  a  line  of  tufted 
trees  and  fhrubberies,  which  extended  from  the  fea-fide 
towards  the  mountains,  and  immediately  concluded  that 
they  flood  on  the  banks  of  a  rivulet.  We  walked  pafl  a 
few  other  plantations,  and  foon  found  the  rivulet  we 
fought,  which  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  fea,  was^ 
unmixed  with  falt-water,  fo  that  we  could  fill  our  calks 
without  much  trouble.  Here  we  faw  the  chief  Teabooma, 
and  gave  him  feveral  medals  and  other  trifles,  for  which 
he  made  us  a  prefent  of  a  fling,  and  fome  clubs.  The 
banks  of  the  river  were  lined  with  mangroves,  beyond, 
which  a  few  other  forts  of  plants  and  trees  occupied  a, 
fpace  of  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  which  had  a  layer  of  veget¬ 
able  mould,  charged  with  nutritive  moiflure,  and  covered, 
with  a  green  bed  of  grades,  where  the  eye  gladly  repofed. 


f  Herb,  amboin.  vol.  II.  T.  16,  j 7.  p.  7a. 
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September,  itfelf  after  viewing  a  parched  profpeft.  The  border  of 
fhrubberies  and  wild  trees  which  lined  the  fea  fhore,  was 
the  moft  advantageous  to  us  as  naturalifts;  here  vve  met 

i 

with  fome  unknown  plants,  and  faw  a  great  variety  of 
birds  of  different  claffes,  which  were  for  the  greateft  part 
entirely  new.  But  the  chara&er  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
their  friendly,  inoffenfive  behaviour  towards  us,  gave  us 
greater  pleafure  than  all  the  reft.  We  found  their  numbers 
very  inconfiderable,  and  their  habitations  very  thinly  fcat- 
tered.  They  commonly  had  built  two  or  three  houfes  near 
each  other,  under  a  group  of  very  lofty  fig-trees,  of  which 
the  branches  were  fo  clofely  entwined,  that  the  fky  was 
fcarcely  vifible  through  the  foliage,  and  the  huts  were  in¬ 
volved  in  a  perpetual  cool  (hade.  They  had  another  ad¬ 
vantage  befides,  from  this  pleafant  fituation ;  for  numbers 
of  birds  continually  twittered  in  the  tufted  tops  of  the  tree, 
and  hid  thcmfelves  from  the  fcorching  beams  of  the  fun. 
The  wild  note  of  fome  fpecies  of  creepers  was  very  agree¬ 
able,  and  conveyed  a  fenfible  pleafure  to  every  one  who 
delighted  in  this  kind  of  artlefs  harmony.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  themfelves  were  commonly  feated  at  the  foot  of  thefe 
trees,  which  had  this  remarkable  quality,  that  they  fhot 
long  roots  from  the  upper  part  of  the  flem,  perfedlly  round, 
as  if  they  had  been  made  by  a  turner,  into  the  ground, 
ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  feet  from  the  tree,  and  formed  a 
moft  exaft  ftrait  line,  being  extremely  elaftic,  and  as  tenfe 
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as  a  bow -firing  prepared  for  action.  The  bark  of  thefe 
trees  feems  to  be  the  fubftance  of  which  they  make  thofe 
little  bits  of  cloth,  fo  remarkable  in  their  drefs.  They  com¬ 
municated  a  number  of  words  of  their  language  to  us, 
which  had  no  affinity  with  thofe  we  had  learnt  before  in 
other  iflands  j  a  circumftance  fufficient  to  difcourage  the 
greateft  and  mod  indefatigable  genealogift.  Their  temper 
feemed  to  be  as  indolent,  as  it  was  good-natured  and  harm- 
lefs.  It  was  very  rare  indeed,  that  any  one  of  them  chofe 
to  follow  us  on  our  rambles ;  if  we  paffed  by  their  huts, 
and  talked  to  them,  they  anfwered  us,  but  if  we  went 
on  without  addreffing  them,  they  took  no  farther  notice  of 
us.  The  women  were  rather  more  curious,  and  fometimes 
ftrayed  in  the  bullies  to  obferve  us,  but  would  not  venture 
to  come  near,  except  in  the  prefence  of  the  men. 

We  fliot  a  number  of  birds,  without  giving  the  lead 
offence  by  this  amufement  to  any  of  the  natives ;  on  the 
contrary,  when  we  came  near  their  houfes,  the  young  men 
readily  pointed  them  out  to  us.  It  appeared  that  they  had 
very  little  occupation  at  this  time  of  the  year,  having  now 
prepared  the  ground,  and  planted  roots  and  bananas,  of 
which  they  expected  a  new  crop  the  enfuing  fummen 
Perhaps  from  the  fame  reafon,  they  were  at  prefent  more 
unable  than  at  any  other  time,  to  part  with  their  provifions 
to  us,  though  their  infufpicious,  open  difpofition,  gave  us 
the  greateft  room  to  believe  that  they  were  not  ftrangers  to 
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the  principles  of  hofpitality,  which  render  all  the  natives  of 
the  South  Sea  fo  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  their  vifitors. 

We  walked  about  till  noon,  when  the  boats  returned  on 
board  with  a  load  of  water,  having  only  left  a  fmall  party 
with  the  calks  ;  a  precaution,  which  the  honefty  of  the  na¬ 
tives  perhaps  did  not  render  neceflary.  Mr.  Wales,  our 
aftronomer,  had  in  the  meanwhile  fixed  fome  inftruments 
on  the  little  fandy  iflet,  in  order  to  obferve  an  eclipfe  of  the 
fun,  which  happened  this  day.  The  captain  joined  him 
there,  and  from  this,  as  well  as  fubfequent  obfervations, 
they  deduced  the  fituation  of  this  little  ifland  to  be  in  2  o  ° 
1  5'S.  and  1  64°  40"  E. 

In  the  evening  we  went  on  fhore  with  captain  Cook  to 
the  watering-place.  The  cayputi-trees  ( melaleuca ),  of  which 
we  found  feveral  in  flower,  had  a  loofe  bark,  which  in 
many  places  burft  off  from  the  wood,  and  concealed  within 
it  beetles,  ants,  fpiders,  lizards,  and  fcorpions.  We  thought 
we  obferved  quails  among  the  tall  dry  graffes  this  day,  but 
could  not  be  certain ;  we  walked  about  till  funfet,  on  the  hil¬ 
locks  neareft  to  our  watering-place,  where  we  faw  but  very 
few  natives,  who  fold  fome  of  their  arms  to  us.  We  en¬ 
deavoured  to  reprefent  to  them  that  we  flood  in  need  of  pro- 
vifions,  but  they  lent  a  deaf  ear  to  every  hint  of  that  kind, 
fince  it  was  plain  they  had  barely  enough  for  their  own 
fubfiftence.  The  foil  of  New  Caledonia  is  indeed  very  unfit 
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for  agriculture,  and  poorly  rewards  the  labours  which  the 
natives  bellow  upon  it. 

Early  in  the  morning,  before  any  natives  come  on  board, 
we  fent  a  boat  to  the  offing  with  the  body  of  one  of  our 
feamen,  who  had  adted  as  butcher  on  board  the  ffiip,  but 
died  the  day  before,  of  a  hurt  which  he  had  received  on  the 
5  th  of  September  by  a  fall.  He  was  a  laborious  man,  in¬ 
defatigable  in  his  employment,  though  he  feemed  to  be  near 
fixty  years  old.  This  was  the  third  man  whom  we  loft  on 
this  voyage,  one  having  been  drowned,  and  another  dying 
of  a  dropfy. 

We  fet  out  with  the  captain,  the  mailer,  two  midlhip- 
men,  and  three  failors,  after  breakfaft,  and  afcended  the 
hills  from  whence  the  rivulet  1'prung,  at  which  we  watered. 
We  found  a  convenient  path  all  the  way,  though  the  moun¬ 
tain  was  very  fteep  in  fome  places.  The  rock  was  every 
where  of  the  fame  nature ;  it  was  always  a  mixture  of  a 
kind  of  glimmer  and  quartz,  more  or  lefs  tinged  with  an 
ochreous  or  reddilh  colour,  which  owed  its  origin  to  par¬ 
ticles  of  iron.  We  found  the  cayputi  trees  all  the  way  up; 
but  as  we  came  higher,  we  met  with  various  forts  of  Ihrubs, 
though  thinly  fcattered,  which  offered  new  fpecies  of  flow¬ 
ers  to  our  eyes.  The  higher  we  came,  the  more  the  trees 
dwindled  into  Ihrubs,  except  in  a  few  deep  glens,  where  we 
obferved  fome  fmall  rills  gufhing  down,  which  fertilized 
the  ground  fo  much,  that  a  variety  of  plants  (hot  up  in 
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them  with  luxuriance.  We  had  not  afcended  an  hour, 

-  -  '  ♦ 

when  we  met  a  body  of  near  two  hundred  men  of  the  na¬ 
tives  defcending,  moil  of  them  well  armed,  who  feemed  to 
have  come  on  purpofe  to  fee  the  ftrangers.  The  greater 
part  turned  back  with  us,  feeing  us  advance  towards  the 
fummit  of  the  hill.  Being  near  the  fummit,  we  flopped  to* 
look  at  fome  flakes  placed  here  and  there  in  the  ground,, 
with  dry  branches  of  trees  and  dry  grades  laid  acrofs  them.. 
The  natives  told  us  they  buried  their  dead  on  this  hill,  and 
that  the  flakes  indicated  the  places  where  every  one  was  in¬ 
terred.  In  the  meanwhile,  captain  Cook,  with  the  matter,, 
had  reached  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  from  whence  he  beheld 
the  fea  on  the  fouth  fide,  at  no  greater  diftance  from  the 
mountains  than  that  to  the  north.  A  plain  appeared  on 
that  fide  watered  by  various  rivulets,  and  fome  plantations 
could  be  difcernedj  but  upon  the  whole,  no  material  difference 
was  obferved  between  the  two  fides  of  the  ridge.  The  na¬ 
tives  feeing  us  very  dry,  and  tired  by  the  immenfe  heat  of 
the  day,  brought  us  fome  fugar- canes ;  though  I  cannot 
conceive  where  they  found  them  fo  foon,  as  we  could  not 
fee,  or  indeed  fuppofe,  any  growing  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  tops  of  the  hills  were  almoft  entirely  barren,  but  ftill, 
confifted  of  the  fame  kind  of  ftone,  which  feems  to  indicate,, 
that  New  Caledonia  contains  fome  valuable  minerals. 
Their  height,  from  the  time  which  the  afcent  took  up,  and 
all  other  circumftances  confidered,  appears  not  to  be  very. 
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eonfiderable,  and  muft  be  inferior  to  the  height  of  the  Table- 
mountain  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which,  according  to 
abbe  la  Caille*,  is  faid  to  be  3350  Rhinland  feet  high. 
We  defcended  by  a  different  path,  which  was  more  deep  and 
rugged  than  the  firft,  but  like  wife  brought  us  down  on 
the  plain  in  a  much  fhorter  time.  We  found  a  number  of 
plantations  on  that  part  of  the  plain  where  we  came  down, 
which  was  a  confiderable  way  to  the  weflward  of  our  water¬ 
ing-place.  A  few  habitations  of  the  natives  were  fituated  in 
the  midft  of  thefe  cultivated  fpots,  without  being  fheltered 
againfl  the  fun.  Their  inhabitants  came  out,  and  offered  us 
fome  cups  full  of  frefh  water,  which  the  heat  rendered  very 
acceptable.  This  friendly  action  is  fully  fufficient  to  prove 
that  the  people  have  a  kind  and  hofpitable  difpofition,  which 
nothing  but  their  indigence,  and  their  ungrateful  foil,  pre¬ 
vented  them  from  manifefting  in  a  more  finking  manner.. 

V 

In  our  polifhed  regions  we  fometimes  fee  real  generality 
fhine  through  the  cracks  of  a  ruinous  cottage,  while  it 
faintly  glimmers  in  fumptuous  palaces. 

Having  rejoined  our  watering  party,  we  returned  on 
board,  where  we  found  a  number  of  natives,  who  vifited 
every  part  of  the  fliip,  and  difpofed  of  their  clubs,  fpears,. 
and  ornaments.  One  among  them  was  prodigioufly  tall, 
and  feemed  at  leaft  fix  feet  five  inches  high,  and  the  black. 
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cylindrical  cap  which  he  wore,  made  him  appear  at  leaft: 
eight  inches  higher.  Many  of  thefe  caps  were  ornamented 
with  the  feathers  of  the  Ceylonefe  owl,  which  is  alfo  to  be 
met  with  here  and  in  the  woods  of  Tanna  ;  and  it  was 
almoft  a  general  cuftom  to  tie  the  Ring  round  them,  letting 
the  taflel  hang  down  on  the  fhoulder.  Fern  leaves  were 
likewife  no  uncommon  ornament  about  thefe  caps,  which 
the  natives  fold  us  for  Taheitee  cloth,  though  they  fet  a 
great  value  upon  them.-  The  number  of  ear-rings,  which 
many  of  them  wore,  was  remarkable ;  we  obferved  one  who 
had  no  lefs  than  eighteen,  made  of  tortoife-lhell,  an  inch  in 
diameter,  and  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  breadth.  They 
brought  a  mufical  inftrument,  a  kind  of  whittle,  for  fale 
this  day.  It  was  a  little  polifhed  piece  of  brown  wood, 
about  two  inches  long,  fhaped  like  a  bell,  though  apparently 
folid,  with  a  rope  fixed  at  the  fmall  end.  Two  holes  were 
made  in  it  near  the  bafe,  and  another  near  the  infertion  of 

the  rope,  all  which  had  fome  communication  with  each 

.  % 

other,  and  by  blowing  in  the  uppermoft,  a  fhrill  found,  like 
whittling,  was  formed  at  the  other.  Befides  this,  we  never 
obferved  any  inftrument  among  them  which  had  the  leaft: 
relation  to  mufic.  They  had  now  begun  to  take  our  large 
fpike-nails  ;  but  feeing  fome  round  iron  bolts  in  the  fhip, 
to  which  fome  of  the  cordage  is  fattened  (commonly  called 
bclaying-pins),  they  conftantly  fhewed  a  great  defire  of 
potte fling  them.  They  did  not  attempt  to  take  the  leaft: 

trifle 
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trifle  by  ftealth,  behaving  with  the  ftri&eft  honefty  and  pro¬ 
priety  on  board.  Many  came  fwimming  from  the  fhore, 
which  was  better  than  a  mile  off,  holding  their  piece  of 
brown  cloth  out  of  the  water  with  one  hand,  whilft  with 
the  other  they  moved  forwards,  and  brought  with  them  a 
fpear,  or  a  club,  though  not  of  the  fort  which  is  made  of 
cafuarina  wood,  that  being  too  heavy  to  be  conveyed  in  fuch 
a  manner. 

We  embarked  in  a  boat  after  dinner,  and  landed  near 
two  miles  to  the  weft  of  our  watering-place,  on  a  point 
which  formed  the  bay  where  our  (hip  lay  at  anchor.  Here 
captain  Cook  took  fome  bearings,  whilft  we  purfued  our 
refearches.  Immediately  on  the  beach  we  found  a  large 
irregular  mafs  of  rock,  not  lefs  than  a  cube  of  ten  feet, 
which  confided  of  a  clofe-grained  horn-ftone,  fpeckled  full 
of  garnets,  fomewhat  bigger  than  pins  heads.  This  dif- 
covery  confirmed  what  we  had  before  conjeffured,  viz.  that 
there  was  fome  probability  of  meeting  with  rich  and  ufeful 
minerals  upon  this  ifland,  which,  as  far  as  we  faw,  dif- 
tinguifhed  itfelf  from  all  thofe  we  had  hitherto  examined 
in  the  South  Seas,  in  being  entirely  deftitute  of  volcanic 
produ&ions.  From  this  rock  we  ftruck  into  the  woods 
which  lined  the  fhore,  and  which  happened  to  be  very 
thick  in  this  part  to  a  fhort  diftance  on  all  fides.  Here  we 
found  a  few  young  bread-fruit-trees,  not  yet  fufficiently 
grown  to  bear  fruit  j  but  they  feemed  to  have  come  up 
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September,  without  culture,  and  were  perhaps  indigenous  wild  trees  of 
the  country.  We  likewife  met  with  a  new  fpecies  of  paf- 
fion-flower,  which  was  chiefly  extraordinary  on  this  account, 
that  all  its  fpecies  formerly  known  to  the  learned  world 

_  "*  /  *.4  ~  „  •  I 

were  confined  to  America.  I  feparated  from  my  company 
dufing  this  fearch,  and  came  into  a  hollow  fandy  way, 
which  was  hung  with  bindweeds  and  fweet-fcented  flirubs 
on  both  fides,  and  feemed  to  have  been  the  bed  of  a  tor- 
rent  or  rivulet.  It  brought  me  to  a  group  of  two  or 
Y  three  huts,  furrounded  by  coco-nut  trees.  Before  one  of 
them  I  obferved  a  man  feated  with  a  little  girl  of  eight 
or  ten  years  old  on  his  lap,  and  examining  her  head. 
He  was  fomewhat  furprifed  at  fight  of  me,  but  prefently 
recovering  his  tranquillity,  proceeded  in  his  occupation.  He 
had  a  piece  of  fine  tranfparent  quartz  in  his  hand,  which 
having  a  very  fharp  edge,  he  made  ufe  of  inftead  of  fciflars 
to  cut  the  girl’s  hair.  I  made  her  a  prefent  of  fome  black 
beads,  and  alfo  gave  him  a  few,  with  which  he  feemed 
much  pleafed.  I  now  went  on  to  the  other  huts,  and 
found  two  placed  fo  near  together,  as  to  inclofe  an  area  of 
about  ten  feet  fquare,  which  was  partly  fhut  in  with  a 
fence.  Here  I  found  three  women,  one  middle-aged,  .and 
the  others  fomewhat  younger,  who  made  a  fire  under  one 
of  thofe  large  earthen  pots  which  I  have  already  mentioned. 
As  foon  as  they  faw  me,  they  made  figns  that  I  fhould  leave 
them  j  however,  being  defirous  to  fee  their  method  of  cook¬ 
ing, 
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in g,  I  came  in,  and  faw  that  they  had  fluffed  the  pot  full 
of  dry  grades  and  green  leaves,  in  which  they  had  wrapped 
up  a  few  fmall  yams.  Thefe  roots  are  therefore  in  a  man¬ 
ner  baked  in  this  pot,  or  undergo  the  fame  operation  which 
the  natives  of  Taheitee  perform  by  burying  them  under  a 
heap  of  earth,  among  heated  ftones.  It  was  with  difficulty 
they  would  give  me  time  to  intrude  fo  far ;  they  repeated 
their  figns  that  I  fhould  go  away,  and  pointing  to  the  huts, 
moved  their  fingers  feveral  times  under  their  throat  ;  which 
I  interpreted,  that  if  they  were  obferved  to  be  thus  alone 
with  a  ftranger,  they  would  be  choaked  or  killed.  I  left 
them  after  they  had  made  this  geflure,  and  peeped  into  the 
huts,  which  I  found  quite  empty.  Returning  into  the 
wood,  I  met  Dr.  Sparrman  ;  and  we  went  to  the  women 
again,  in  order  to  look  at  their  work  once  more,  and  to  be 
convinced  whether  I  had  properly  interpreted  their  figns, 
or  whether  they  had  only  fome  particular  objection  to  my 
appearance.  We  found  them  in  the  fame  place,  and  walk¬ 
ing  up  to  them,  immediately  made  them  a  prefent  of  fome 
beads,  which  they  accepted  with  great  expreffions  of  joy  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  they  repeated  the  gefiures  which  they 
had  made  when  I  came  alone,  and  looked  at  us  as  if  they 
would  add  entreaties  to  their  figns,  with  which  we  imme¬ 
diately  complied,  and  retired.  We  met  the  reft  of  our 
company  fome  time  after,  and  being  athirft,  afked  the  man 
who  cut  his  daughter’s  hair  for  a  little  water.  He  fliewed 
Vol.  II.  F  f  f  us 
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us  a  tree,  on  which  he  had  hung  about  a  dozen  coco-nut 
fhells,  filled  with  frelh  water,  that  dement  being  to  all  ap¬ 
pearance  rather  fcarce  in  the  country.  We  emptied  fome 
of  thefe  cups,  and  made  him  a  prefent  of  a  bit  of  Taheitee 
cloth,  with  which  he  Teemed  to  be  well  pleafed.  From 
hence  we  proceeded  to  the  watering-place,  fome  by  land, 
and  fome  in  the  boat.  We  Ihot  fome  curious  birds  by  the 
way,  with  which  the  country  abounds  ;  and  among  the  reft 

‘•I 

a  fpecies  of  crow,  which  is  common  in  Europe.  At  the 
watering  place  we  found  a  confiderable  number  of  natives, 
fome  of  whom,  for  a  little  rag  of  Taheitee  cloth,  carried 
our  people  into  and  out  of  their  boats  about  forty  yards, 
the  water  being  too  fhallow  for  boats  at  that  diftance  from 
the  fhore.  Here  we  alfo  faw  fome  women,  who,  far  from 
expreffing  any  dread  of  the  jealoufy  of  their  men,  came 
among  the  croud,  and  fometimes  amufed  themfelves  in 
encouraging  the  propofals  of  our  feamen.  They  com¬ 
monly  beckoned  them  to  come  into  the  bullies,  but  as  foon 
as  the  Tailors  followed,  they  gave  them  the  flip,  and  ran 
with  fuch  agility,  that  they  could  not  be  overtaken.  Thus 
they  took  pleafure  in  difappointing  their  new  adorers,  and 
laughed  very  heartily  as  often  as  they  had  put  their  little 
arts  in  practice.  There  was  not  a  lingle  inftance,  during 
our  ftay  upon  the  illand,  of  their  ever  having  condefcended 
to  permit  any  indecent  familiarity  from  an  European  ;  an 
innocent  recreation,  which  Ihewed  them  good  humoured, 
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and  not  deftitute  of  ingenuity,  was  what  they  ftri&ly  ad¬ 
hered  to. 

The  captain’s  clerk  purcliafed  a  fifh  on  Ihore,  for  a  piece 
of  Taheitee  cloth,  from  one  of  the  natives,  who  had  killed 
it  with  a  fpear.  As  foon  as  he  came  on  board,  he  fent  it 
to  the  captain  ;  and  as  I  found  it  to  be  a  new  fpecies,  I 
made  a  drawing  and  defeription  of  it.  It  was  of  the  genus, 
by  Linnseus  named  tetraodon ,  of  which  feveral  fpecies  are 
reckoned  poifonous.  We  hinted  this  circumftance  to  cap. 
tain  Cook,  efpecially  as  the  ugly  fhape,  and  large  head  of 
the  fifh,  were  greatly  in  its  disfavour  j  but  he  told  us  he 
had  eaten  this  identical  fort  of  fifh  on  the  coafl:  of  New 
Holland,  during  his  former  voyage,  without  the  leaft  bad 
confequences.  It  was  accordingly  preferved  for  the  next 
day,  and  we  fat  down  very  chearful,  in  expectation  of  a 
frefh  meal.  At  fupper  the  liver  of  this  fifli  was  ferved  up, 
which  was  very  large  and  oily.  For  this  reafon  the  captain, 
my  father,  and  myfelf  eat  only  a  morfel  or  two  of  it,  and 
thought  it  had  no  other  bad  taftc,  than  what  arofe  from  the 
oil.  Our  mefifmate,  Dr.  Sparrman,  fortunately  did  not 
touch  it.  We  went  to  bed  upon  this  fomewhat  early,  in¬ 
tending  to  revifit  the  fhore  at  day  break  ;  but  at  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  my  father  awaking,  found  himfelf 
extremely  giddy,  and  his  hands  and  feet  entirely,  as  it  were, 
benumbed.  He  got  up,  and  was  fcarcely  able  to  ftand. 
He  came  into  the  fieerage,  where  Dr.  Sparrman  flept,  and 
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acquainted  him  with  his  illnefs.  Captain  Cook’s  apartment 
was  only  feparated  by  a  thin  partition :  he  was  awake,  and 
feeling  the  fame  fymptoms  of  which  he  heard  my  father 
complain,  got  out  of  bed,  and  found  himfelf  unable  to- 
walk  without  holding.  I  was  in  the  fame  fituation,  upon 
being  awakened  by  my  father,  and  crawled  into  the  cabin, 
where  the  furgeon,  Mr.  Patton,  immediately  appeared,  to 
affift  us.  Our  diforder  had  indeed  a  moil  ferious  afpecl  y 
the  blood  had  left  our  cheeks,  all  our  limbs  were  benumbed,, 
and  without  fenfation,  and  a  great  degree  of  languor  and' 
oppreilion  had  taken  place.  Emetics  were  adminiilered, 
which  gave  my  father  and  myfelf  fome  relief,  but  had  not 
much  effect  upon  captain  Cook.  We  took  a  fudorifie  after 
this,  and  went  to  bed  again. 

In  the  morning,  about  eight,  we  got  up,  very  giddy  and 
heavy ;  however  I  found  myfelf  well  enough  to  pafs  the 
whole  morning  in  fketching  the  outlines  of  fix  or  eight 
plants,  and  fome  birds,  which  we  had  collected  on  our  for¬ 
mer  excurfions.  Dr.  Sparrman,  in  the  mean  while,  went 
on  Ihore  to  collect  farther  fupplies.  Towards  noon  my  fa¬ 
ther  endeavoured  to  converfe  with  fome  of  the  natives  who* 
came  into  the  Chip.  At  fight  of  the  fiih,  which  was  hung, 
under  the  half-deck,  they  made  figns  that  it  occaiioned  pain: 
intheilomach,  and  by  leaning  their  heads  upon  one  hand,  and 
limiting  their  eyes,  exprelfed  that  it  caufed  lleep  and  drow- 
finefs,  and  death.  Still  thinking  they  might  only  make 
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thefe  geftures  in  order  to  obtain  the  fifh,  we  offered  it  to 
them,  but  they  refufed  it  with  the  ftrongeft  marks  of 
averfion,  holding  both  their  hands  out  before  them,  and 
turning  away  the  head.  They  afterwards  defired  us  to 
throw  it  into  the  fea,  but  we  determined  to  preferve  it  in 
fpirits  of  wine. 

I  was  feverely  punifhed  about  noon  for  making  light  of 
my  complaint,  and  paffing  the  morning  at  work  *,  for  I 
was  fuddenly  feized  with  ficknefs,  and  forced  to  go  to  bed, 
by  a  returning  fit  of  dizzinefs.  The  only  remedies  which 
gave  any  relief,  were  fudorifics  ;  but  the  poifon  was  of  too 
virulent  a  nature,  to  be  fubdued  in  a  Ihort  time.  It  pre¬ 
vented  our  making  thofe  refearches,  which  from  the  nature 
of  the  country  before  us,  would  doubtlefs  have  teemed 
with  a  variety  of  interefting  difcoveries  in  every  branch  of 
natural  hiftory.  The  next  morning  lieutenant  Pickerfgill, 
was  fent  with  the  launch  and  another  boat,  to  an  iftand  to 
the  weft,  about  eight  leagues  diftant,  which  the  natives 
named  Balabeea  ;  in  order  to  examine  the  fituation  and 
dire&ion  of  the  coafts  in  that  part.  We  faw  thefe  boats 
put  off  with  the  greateft  regret,  being  obliged  by  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  our  dizzinefs,  to  forego  this  opportunity  of 
examining  an  extenfive  trafl  of  unknown  country.  Abfo- 
lute  inability  to  ftand  or  walk  longer  than  five  minutes  at 

a  time,  was  the  only  circumftance  which  with  held  us  from. 
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v  thus? 


4°i' 


177+. 

September.- 


Friday  9, 


406 


*774- 

SEPTEMBER 


f 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

thus  fatal  to  us,  had  likewife  affected  feveral  dogs,  taken 
on  board  at  the  Society  Iflands  ;  thefe  creatures  having 
feized  upon  the  remains  of  the  liver,  were  extremely  ill, 
and  had  the  fame  fymptoms  as  thofe  which  were  poifoned 
at  Mallicollo.  A  little  pig,  the  only  one  which  we  obtained 
at  Tanna,  having  eaten  the  entrails  of  the  fifli,  died  foon 
after,  being  fwelled  to  an  unufual  fize. 

The  natives  who  came  on  board,  began  now  to  admire 
our  iron  ware,  and  readily  took  nails,  knives,  and  hatchets. 
Tea-bpoma,  the  chief,  fent  captain  Cook  a  prefent  of  fome 
fugar-canes  and  yams,  which,  confidering  the  poverty  of 
the  country,  was  indeed  a  kingly  prefent.  He  was  com¬ 
plimented  in  return  with  a  hatcher,  a  gimlet,  and  a  Ta- 
heitian  dog  of  each  fex,  thefe  animals  being  entirely  un¬ 
known  in  the  country.  We  endeavoured  to  obtain  the 
name  of  this  great  ifland  from  the  natives,  but  we  could 
not  fucceed,  being  always  put  off  with  the  appellations  of 
particular  diftri&s.  Thus  for  inftance,  they  called  the  part 
oppofite  to  the  fhip,  Baladd  ;  the  obfervatory  ifland,  Poozooe  ; 
and  the  diftri«£l  beyond  the  hills  on  the  S.  W.  coaft,  Teaboo- 
ma  ;  which  being  alfo  the  name  of  the  chief,  occafloned 
feveral  conje&ures.  The  general  name  of  New  Caledonia 
was  therefore  preferved,  particularly  as  it  fuited  not  only 
with  the  good  difpofition  of  the  people,  but  alfo  with  the 
nature  of  the  country. 
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We  ventured,  though  exceflively  weakened,  to  go  on 
fliore  the  next  morning.  Having  landed  to  the  eadward 
of  the  watering-place,  we  walked  acrofs  a  part  of  the  plain, 
which  was  wholly  uncultivated,  and  covered  with  thin 
dry  grades.  A  path  brought  us  into  a  fine  wood  at  the 
foot  of  the  hills,  which  abounded  with  new  plants,  birds, 
and  infers.  Every  thing  confpired  here,  to  make  us  look 
upon  the  country  as  a  folitude.  We  faw  the  hills  before 
us,  and  on  both  fides,  without  a  fingle  habitation  upon 
them,  and  the  plain  which  we  had  eroded,  was  in  this 
neighbourhood  equally  deditute  of  inhabitants.  The 
population  of  New  Caledonia  muft  indeed  be  extremely 
thin;  for  the  foil  is  unfit  for  cultivation  on  the  mountains, 
and  the  narrow  plain  itfelf,  is  for  the  greated  part  very 
barren  and  defert.  We  proceeded  to  the  eaftward,  till  we 
came  near  a  few  houfes,  placed  among  fwamps.  Some  of 
the  inhabitants  came  to  us  with  great  good-nature  in  their 
countenances,  and  pointed  out  the  places  where  we  might 
walk  with  fafety  without  finking  into  the  mud.  We  ob- 
ferved  that  their  houfes  had  not  only  a  covering  of  mats 
made  of  coco-nut  leaves,  but  that  the  innermod  coating 
fometimes  confided  of  the  bark  of  the  cayputi-tree.  Before 
one  of  the  huts,  fome  of  the  natives  were  eating  a  few  leaves 
which  had  been  dewed  ;  and  others  fucking  the  bark  of  the 
hibifeus  tiliaceus ,  after  they  had  broiled  it  over  the  fire.  We 
taded  of  this  bark,  but  found  it  extremely  infipid,  naufeous, 
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and  affording  little  nutriment.  Neceffity  feems  to  have 
forced  the  people  to  content  themfelves  with  the  moff 
fcanty  means  of  fubfiftence,  at  certain  feafons ;  and  no 
time  of  the  year  is  more  likely  to  be  feverely  felt,  than  that 
of  fpring,  when  their  winter  {lores  is  exhaufted,  and  the 
new  crop  is  not  yet  come  up.  They  doubtlefs  fupply  the 
deficiency  by  fifliing,  for  which  the  extenfive  reefs  round 
their  ifland  furnifli  the  beft  opportunity ;  but  fince  our 
arrival  in  the  harbour  it  had  blown  rather  frefh,  and  the 
wind  daily  encreafed  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  it  would  have 
been  to  no  purpofe  to  venture  from  the  fhore.  Mahine, 
whilft  he  accompanied  us,  frequently  ufed  to  mention, 
that  even  the  opulent  natives  of  Taheitee  and  the  Society 
Ifiands,  fometimes,  though  rarely,  feel  the  inconveniences 
of  a  dry  or  barren  year,  and  are  obliged  during  fome 
months,  to  have  recourfe  to  fern-roots,  the  bark  of  various 
trees,  and  the  fruit  of  wild  buQies,  to  fatisfy  the  cravings 
of  hunger. 

We  found  near  thefe  huts  a  number  of  tame  fowls  of  a 
large  breed,  and  bright  plumage,  which  were  the  only 
domellic  animals  of  any  kind,  belonging  to  the  natives  ; 
and  alfo  faw  heaps  of  {hells,  which  they  had  collected  on 
the  reefs,  and  of  which  they  had  eaten  the  fifh.  The  tem¬ 
per  of  thefe  people  in  general  was  indolent,  and  almoft 
deftitute  of  curiofity  ;  the  greater  part  of  them  did  not  fiir 
from  their  feats,  when  we  paffed  by  their  huts,  fpoke  very 
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feldom,  and  almoft  always  in  a  ferious  tone.  The  women 
were  fo mewhat  more  cheerful,  and  thofe  who  were  married, 
carried  their  infants  on  their  backs  in  a  kind  of  fatchel. 

f  .  -  * 

We  returned  on  board  about  one  o’clock,  but  landed 

again  after  dinner.  Having  obferved  that  the  bufhes  and 

trees  near  the  fea  fide,  were  better  flocked  with  birds  than 

thofe  in  the  interior  country,  becaufe  they  afforded  more 

fhade  and  more  food,  we  confined  our  excurfion  to  the 

plain,  being  defirous  of  encreafing  our  zoological  collection. 

We  fell  in  with  another  group  of  huts,  clofe  to  the  water ; 

here  the  natives  had  put  one  of  their  large  earthen  pots 

over  the  fire,  and  filled  it  with  fhells,  of  which  by  this 

means  they  roafled  the  fifli.  We  faw  one  of  them  who 

had  a  hatchet  in  his  hand,  of  a  very  remarkable  fhape.  It 

was  made  of  a  crooked  piece  of  wood,  which  forms  a  great 

knob,  but  has  a  fliort  handle,  not  exceeding  fix  inches.  The 
>  .  ✓  *  • 
other  end  is  hollowed  out,  and  a  black  done  juft  fitting  the 

cavity  is  placed  in  it,  without  being  tied  on,  as  is  the  cafe 

with  the  hatchets  of  the  Society  and  Friendly  Iflands.  We 

purchafed  this  hatchet,  it  being  the  firft  inftrument  relating 

to  agriculture  which  we  had  feen  in  this  country.  We 

likewife  made  an  acquifition  of  fome  clubs,  flings,  and 

fpears,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  admiring  the  fkill  of 

feveral  youths,  who  made  ufe  of  their  flings  with  the  greateft 

precilion.  In  the  courfe  of  our  rambles,  we  came  to  an 

enclofure  of  flicks,  round  a  little  hillock  or  mound,  four 
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feet  high ;  within  the  enclofure  the  natives  had  duck  in 
the  ground  fome  other  dicks  befet  with  large  trumpet- 
fhells.  We  enquired  for  what  purpofe  this  fpot  was  fo 
enclofed,  and  were  told  that  the  chiefs  of  the  didrift  were 
buried  in  that  ground.  As  wc  found  numerous  burying- 
places  on  the  hills,  it  appears  to  be  a  general  cudom 
with  the  natives,  to  commit  their  dead  bodies  to  the 
earth.  This  manner  of  difpofing  of  the  dead,  feems  indeed 
much  more  judicious  than  that  of  Taheitee,  where  they 
expofe  them  above  ground,  till  all  the  delh  is  perfectly 
putrified.  If  the  mortality  were  more  condderable,  than 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  it  in  that  happy  idand,  this 
cudom  might  have  the  mod  pernicious  confequences,  and 
produce  a  dreadful  epidemical  didemper.  Europeans, 
above  all,  Ihould  be  extremely  cautious  of  communicating 
any  contagious  diforder  to  the  people  whom  they  vifit  in 
the  South  Seas.  Such  a  difeafe  as  the  fmall  pox,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  would  undoubtedly  make  dreadful  havock,  and  goi 
near  to  dedroy  the  whole  race  of  Taheitians. 

The  acrimony  of  the  poifon  which  we  had  received  into 
the  body,  by  tading  the  liver  of  the  fifh,  had  fo  much, 
weakened  us,  that  we  were  entirely  exhauded  towards, 
evening,  and  obliged  to  fit  down  repeatedly,  in  order  to* 
recruit  our  waded  fpirits.  We  dill  felt  returns  of  dizzinefs 
which  made  us  unfit  for  any  kind  of  researches,  in  fpite  of 
ourfelves,  and  even  deprived  us  of  the  power  of  thinking,. 

judging,. 
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judging,  and  remembering,  as  well  as  of  the  perfeCt  ufe  of 
our  external  fenfes.  I  cannot  mention  this  misfortune, 
without  lamenting  once  more,  that  it  befell  us  in  a  coun¬ 
try  newly  difcovered,  where  we  had  more  need  than  ever 
of  perfect  health,  and  of  all  our  attention  and  difcernment, 
in  order  to  make  the  moll  of  the  few  moments  which  we 
were  allowed  to  fpend  among  a  people  wholly  different 
from  all  we  had  hitherto  feen.  The  reader,  who  perhaps 
may  find  lefs  food  for  his  curiofity  in  this  part  of  our  nar¬ 
rative,  than  he  expected,  is  requefled  to  confider  our  un- 
happy  fituation  at  that  time,  when  all  our  corporeal  and 
intellectual  faculties  were  impaired  by  this  virulent  poifon. 
We  came  back  before  it  was  dark  to  the  fhip,  which  the  na¬ 
tives  left  foon  after  our  return.  A  few  of  them  only  went 
off  in  canoes  ;  for,  as  the  wind  blew  very  hard,  the  greateft 
number  had  come  on  board  fwimming,  and  returned  the 
fame  way.  We  faw  forty  or  fifty  put  off  together,  and  in 
fpite  of  the  great  agitation  of  the  water,  fwim  to  the  fliore  ; 
it  blew  fo  hard  the  next  morning,  however,  that  none  of 
them  came  back  to  the  fhip. 

We  went  afhore  again,  though  we  were  much  wetted  in 
our  paffage  thither,  and  took  a  walk  to  the  weflward.  On 
this  excurfion  we  faw  a  great  number  of  birds,  and  enriched 
our  collection  with  many  new  fpecies.  It  is  not  to  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  that  the  vicinity  of  fuch  an  extenfive  continent  as  that  of 
New  Holland,  contributes  to  encreafe  the  variety  of  animal 
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and  vegetable  fpecies  in  this  ifland.  To  confirm  this 
afiertion,  we  may  quote  the  teftimony  of  captain  Cook,  and 
of  all  thofe  perfons  who  had  feen  New  Holland  with  him 
in  the  Endeavour,  and  who,  upon  examining  New  Caledonia, 
unanimoufly  pronounced  that  in  its  general  appearance  it 
perfectly  refembled  that  continent.  New  Holland  is  faid  to 
differ  from  New  Caledonia  only  in  having  a  more  fertile 
foil  in  fome  places,  confiding  of  a  flratum  of  vegetable 
earth  ;  hut  there  is  no  difference  in  the  growth  of  the  trees, 
the  want  of  fhrubbery  in  the  forefls,  and  the  general  dry- 
nefs  or  parched  appearance  of  the  country.  We  flopped 
at  feveral  houfes  of  the  natives,  fituated  in  a  group  of  fhady 
trees  ;  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  huts  were  feated  on  the- 
ground,  without  any  occupation,  and  none  but  young  peo¬ 
ple  rofe  from  their  feats  at  our  approach.  We  found  here 
a  man  who  had  perfectly  flaxen  hair,  a  complexion  much 
fairer  than  common,  and  his  face  covered  with  freckles. 
Anomalous  individuals  have  been  found  among  the  Negroes 
of  Africa,  and  the  inhabitants  of  America,  the  Moluccas, 
and  the  tropical  iflands  of  the  South  Sea;  but  their  weak 
habit  of  body,  and  particularly  a  weaknefs  in  their  eyes, 
have  given  the  greatefl  room  to  believe,  that  a  difeafe  of  the 
parents  occafioned  thefe  varieties  *,  In  the  man  whom  we 

* 

*  This  opinion  is  very  ably  fet  forth  by  M.  Paauw,  in  the  Recherches 
Philofophiques  fur  Ie  Americains,  vol.  II.  fedb.  i.  Des  Blafards  Sc  des  Negres 
fclancs. 

faw, 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  . 

faw,  no  fymptom  of  weaknefs,  and  no  defed  in  the  organs 
of  fight  could  be  obferved ;  and  therefore  fome  flighter 
caufe  mull  have  influenced  the  colour  of  his  hair  and  fkin. 
A  gentleman  cut  off  a  lock  of  his  hair,  as  well  as  another 
from  a  man  of  the  common  colour,  and  gave  them  both  to 
us.  The  natives  exprefled  fome  diflike  on  lofing  their  lock 
of  hair,  but  as  he  had  performed  the  operation  before  they 
were  aware,  he  foon  pacified  them  with  a  few  trifles.  Their 
good  temper,  and  their  indolence,  feem  to  make  their  re- 
fentment  very  fhort-lived,  efpecially  upon  trifling  occaflons. 

After  leaving  thefe  huts,  we  rambled  feparately  all 
the  morning,  and  did  not  rejoin  each  other  till  it 
was  time  to  return.  Dr.  Sparrman,  with  my  fa¬ 
ther,  had  gone  upon  the  hills,  whilfi:  I  remained  in 
the  woody  fldrts  of  the  plain,  and  converfed  as  well  as 
I  could  with  the  natives.  They  gave  me  the  names  of 
many  diftrids  upon  their  ifland,  of  which  we  had  not  heard 
before,  and  of  which  we  could  not  make  ufe,  for  want  of 
knowing  their  proper  fituations.  Here  I  faw  again  many 
individuals  with  one  leg,  or  arm,  of  an  enormous  fize,  im 
the  fame  manner  as  I  had  obferved  fome  at  our  firfi:  landing, 
(fee  p.  383.)  and  one  had  both  his  legs  afilided  in  the  fame  - 
manner.  I  touched  this  fwelling,  and  found  it  extremely 
hard ;  but  the  fkin  was  not  harfli  and  fcaly  alike  in  all  the 
fick  perfons.  The  preternatural  expanfion  of  the  leg  or  arm. 
did  not  appear  to  be  a  great  inconvenience  to  them,  and,  as 

far 
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far  as  I  underflood,  they  rarely  feel  any  pain  it ;  but  in  fome 
the  diforder  caufed  a  kind  of  excoriation,  and  began  to  form 
blotches,  which  were  marks  of  a  greater  degree  of  viru¬ 
lence.  The  leprofy,  of  which  this  elephantiafis,  or  prodi¬ 
gious  fwelling,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  medical  fa¬ 
culty,  is  a  fpecies,  feems  to  be  a  difeafe  particularly  incident 
to  dry,  parched  climates.  The  countries  where  it  commits 
the  greatefl  ravages,  as  the  coafl  of  Malabar,  Egypt,  Pa- 
lefline,  and  all  Africa,  are  remarkable  for  droughts,  and 
contain  in  many  places  vaft  tratfls  of  fandy  defarts.  I  do 
not  mean  to  fuppofe  that  leprofy  is  the  natural  effect  of  a 
dry  climate,  but  only  to  hint,  that  heat  and  drought  may 
contribute  to  make  the  human  body  more  liable  to  its  at¬ 
tacks.  I  obferved  this  day  that  the  women  of  New  Caledo¬ 
nia  are  hardly  fo  much  efleemed  by  the  men  as  thofe  of 
Tanna.  They  commonly  kept  at  a  diftance  from  the  men, 
and  feemed  fearful  of  offending  them  by  a  look  or  geflure; 
they  were  the  only  perfons  in  the  family  who  had  any  em¬ 
ployment,  and  feveral  of  them  brought  bundles  of  flicks  and 
fuel  on  their  backs.  Their  infenfible  hufbands  feldom 
deigned  to  look  upon  them,  and  continued  in  a  kind  of 
phlegmatic  indolence,  whilft  the  women  fometimes  in¬ 
dulged  that  focial  cheerfulnefs,  which  is  the  diftinguifhing 
ornament  of  the  fex.  Thus,  in  every  country,  mankind  are 
fond  of  being  tyrants,  and  the  poorefl  Indian,  who  knows 
no  wants  but  thofe  which  his  exigence  requires,  has  already 

learnt 
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learnt  to  enfiave  his  weaker  helpmate,  in  order  to  fave  him-  September 
felf  the  trouble  of  fupplying  thofe  wants,  and  cruelly  exacts 
an  obedience  from  her,  which  has  been  continued  among 
favages  as  a  curfe  upon  the  fex*.  Confidering  thefe  hu¬ 
miliations  and  cruel  oppreflions  of  the  fex,  we  have  fome- 
times  the  greateft  reafon  to  admire,  that  the  human  race  has 
perpetuated  itfelf,  and  that  the  Creator  has  wifely  planted  a 
motive  in  the  female  bread,  which  (lands  the  teft  of  every 
outrage,  which  makes  them  patient  to  fuffer,  and  prevents 
their  withdrawing  from  the  power  of  their  tyrants. 

After  dining  on  board,  we  padded  the  afternoon  afliore 
again,  and  were  fo  far  fuccefsful  in  our  refearches,  as  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  beautiful  fpecies  of  parrot,  which  was  entirely  new 
to  zoologifts.  It  was  (hot  in  a  plantation  far  exceeding 
every  thing  I  had  feen  upon  New  Caledonia  for  extent,  as 
well  as  for  the  variety  and  flourilhing  (late  of  the  vegetables, 
in  it.  There  were  feveral  walks  of  bananas,  feveral  fields 
of  yams  and  eddoes,  together  with  fugar-canes,  and  like- 
wife  fome  fpecies  of  yamboo-trees  ( eugenia ),  which  we  had 
never  feen  before.  Different  parts  of  it  were  feparated  by 
paths,  and  the  whole  was  kept  in  good  order.  Induftrious 
individuals  are  therefore  to  be  met  with  even  among  thefe 
indolent  people ;  and  when  navigators  have  an  opportunity 
of  becoming  the  benefactors  of  favages,  for  example,  by 

*  Gen.  iii,  ver.  i6» 
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giving  them  domeftic  animals,  they  fliould  feletft  fuch 
people  as  are  molt  likely  to  make  a  good  ufe  of  their 
prefents. 

We  returned  on  board  in  the  evening,  after  (hooting  at  a 
mark  to  amufe  fome  of  the  natives,  who  fet  up  their  clubs 
for  that  purpofe,  and  were  much  pleafed  with  our  fuppofed 
(kill.  Soon  after  arrived  the  two  boats  which  lieutenant 
Pickerfgill  had  conducted  to  the  wellward,  and  which  had 
been  detained  by  contrary  winds.  We  were  fortunate 
enough  to  collect  the  following  particulars  of  that  intel¬ 
ligent  officer’s  excurfion.  Having  fet  out  from  the  (hip,  he 
did  not  approach  the  fhore  till  he  had  advanced  feverai 
leagues,  and  faw  many  turtles  on  the  water,  of  which  he 
could  not  llrike  one,  on  account  of  the  violence  of  the 
wind.  The  boats  putting  afhore,  found  the  face  of  the 
country,  towards  the  N.  W.  end  of  the  ifland,  very  like  the 
part  oppofite  our  anchoring  place,  though  confiderably  more 
fertile  and  cultivated,  and  covered  with  many  coco-trees. 
The  natives  were  as  civil  and  inoffenllve  in  this  place  as  we 
had  found  them  from  the  beginning.  Two  of  them,  who 
had  already  been  on  board  the  fhip,  hearing  that  our  peo¬ 
ple  intended  to  crofs  over  to  the  ifle  of  Balabeea,  more  to 
the  northward,  took  a  paffage  in  the  cutter.  One  of  them, 
whofe  name  was  Boobik,  was  a  merry  fellow,  different  in 
this  refpe<5l  from  moll  of  his  countrymen  ;  he  talked  a  great 
deal  to  our  people  at  firft,  and  taught  them  is  name,  which 

they 
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they  pronounced  booby,  with  the  fame  pleafure  with  which  1774- 
he  heard  it.  After  fome  time,  however,  the  waves  rifing, 
and  frequently  wafhing  into  the  boar,  he  became  very  fdent, 
and  crept  into  a  boat-cloak,  to  fcreen  himfelf  from  the  wet, 
and  recover  from  the  chillinefs  which  the  wind  occafioned 
on  his  naked  body.  He  likewife  grew  very  hungry,  having 
taken  no  provifions  with  him,  and  very  thankfully  received 
what  our  people  offered  him.  His  fituation,  and  that  of  all 
his  companions,  however,  became  very  foon  alarming  to 
the  higheft  degree.  The  cutter  fprung  a  leak,  which  ad¬ 
mitted  fuch  quantities  of  water,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  free 
the  boat,  though  every  body  baled  with  his  hat,  or  fuch 
utenfil  as  he  could  find  moft  fit  for  the  purpofe.  They 
were  prefently  reduced  to  hCave  over-board  a  cafk  of  frefh 
water,  and  many  other  articles,  in  order  to  lighten  the  boats 
but  all  was  to  no  purpofe,  till  having  cleared  away  fome 
bundles,  they  found  the  leak,  which  they  flopped  as  well  as 
they  could  for  the  prefent  with  their  caps,  and  with  rags, 
and  proceeded  for  the  ifle  of  Balabeea  with  all  poffible  dif- 
patch.  Mr.  Pickerfgill,  in  the  launch,  met  a  canoe  of  that 
ifland  with  a  few  natives,  who  had  caught  a  large  quantity 
of  fifh,  of  which  they  readily  fhared  out  a  part  to  him  for 
a  trifling  confideration  of  iron-ware.  It  was  late  in  the 
afternoon  when  he  arrived  upon  the  ifland.  The  natives, 
being  exactly  of  the  fame  race  as  thofe  of  New  Caledonia, 
were  not  lefs  good-tempered,  and  freely  parted  with  their 
Vol.  II.  Hhh 
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arms  to  our  people  for  trifles  of  iron-ware,  or  Taheitee 
cloth.  They  alfo,  at  the  defire  of  Mr.  Pickerfgill,  brought 
him  fome  frefli  water. 

In  the  evening  our  party  retired  to  a  few  bullies,  and 
made  a  great  fire,  by  which  they  broiled  the  fifli  which  had 
been  prefented  to  them,  and  ate  their  fuppers.  A  number 
of  the  natives  Hill  remained  with  them,  and  fpoke  of  a  great 
land  to  the  northward,  which  they  called  Mingha,  of  which 
the  inhabitants  were  their  enemies,  and  very  warlike. 
They  likewife  pointed  out  a  fepulchral  mound  or  tumulus, 
where  one  of  their  chiefs  lay  buried,  who  had  been  killed 
in  defence  of  his  own  country,  by  the  hand  of  a  native  of 
Mingha.  The  appearance  of  a  large  beef-bone,  which 
fome  of  our  people  began  to  pick  towards  the  conclufion  of 
their  fupper,  interrupted  this  converfation.  The  natives 
talked  very  loud  and  earneftly  to  each  other,  looked  with 
great  furprize,  and  fome  marks  of  difguft,  at  our  people, 
and  at  laft  went  away  all  together,  exprefling  by  figns  that 
they  fufpe&ed  the  ftrangers  of  eating  human  flelh.  Our 
officer  endeavoured  to  free  himfelf  and  his  Ihipmates  from 
this  fufpicion  ;  but  the  want  of  language  was  an  unfur- 
mountable  obfiacle  to  this  undertaking,  even  fuppoling  it 
polfible  to  perfuade  a  fet  of  people,  who  had  never  feen  a 
quadruped  in  their  lives.  The  next  morning  they  went 
about  to  mend  their  boat,  and  fpread  their  wet  cloaths  upon 
the  ground  to  dry  in  the  fun.  The  natives  gathered  about 

them 
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them  in  great  crouds  from  all  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  Mr. 
Pickerfgill  found  it  advifeable  to  draw  lines  on  the  fand,  in 
order  to  fecure  the  cloaths  of  his  people.  The  natives  very 
readily  came  into  his  propofal,  and  never  eroded  the  lines. 

One  of  them,  however,  feemed  to  be  more  furprifed  than  all 
the  reft  at  this  contrivance,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  hu¬ 
mour  drew  a  circle  round  about  himfelf,  on  the  ground, 
with  a  ftick ;  and  intimated,  by  many  ludicrous  geftures, 
that  every  body  prefent  fhould  keep  at  a  diftance  from  him. 

This  little  fally  was  the  more  ftriking,  as  it  was  extremely 
uncommon  among  the  grave  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries. 

They  fpent  the  day  in  repairing  their  boats,  and  examining 
the  ifland  on  which  they  had  landed  5  and  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  before  day-break  put  off,  in  order  to  return.  They 
were,  however,  unfortunate  enough  to  find  their  repairs  to 
little  purpofe,  and  therefore,  in  order  to  lighten  the  boat, 
landed  on  New  Caledonia  at  fix  in  the  morning.  They  left 
only  the  rowers  in  the  boat,  and  proceeded  on  foot,  along 
a  coaft  of  near  twenty-four  miles,  to  the  land  abreaft  of  the 
fhip.  One  of  the  furgeon’s  mates,  who  went  on  this  ex- 
cuifion,  collected  a  prodigious  variety  of  new  and  curious 
fhells  upon  the  ifland  of  Ballabeea,  and  likewife  met  with 
many  new  fpecies  of  plants,  of  which  we  did  not  fee  a  fin- 
gle  fpecimen  in  the  diftridts  we  had  vifited  ;  but  the  meaneft 
and  moft  unreafonable  envy  taught  him  to  conceal  thefe 
difcoveiies  from  us,  though  he  was  utterly  incapable  of 

H  h  h  2  making 
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sh-tTmber.  making  ufe  of  them  for  the  benefit  of  fcience  *  We  had 
therefore  more  reafon  than  ever  to  regret  that  our  illnefs 
difabled  us  from  fharing  the  perils  of  this  little  excuifion. 

We  accompanied  captain  Cook  the  next  morning  into 
the  river  to  the  eaftward,  where  he  went  to  give  his  friend 


*  It  will  not  be  improper  to  acquaint  the  reader,  that  we  were  fo  fituated  on 
board  the  Refolution,  as  to  meet  with  obftacles  in  all  our  refearches,  from  thofe 
who  might  have  been  expedled  to  give  us  all  manner  of  afliftance.  It  has  always 
been  the  fate  of  fcience  and  philofophy  to  incur  the  contempt  of  ignorance,  and 
this  we  might  have  fuffered  without  repining ;  but  as  we  could  not  purchafe  the 
good  will  of  every  petty  tyrant  with  gold,  we  were  ftudioufly  debarred  the  means 
of  drawing  the  leaft  advantage  to  fcience  from  the  obfervations  of  others,  who  of 
themfelves  did  not  know  how  to  make  the  proper  ufe  of  a  difeovery  when  they 
had  made  it.  Circumftances  which  were  known  to  every  perfon  around  us,  re¬ 
mained  impenetrable  myfteries  to  us  j  and  it  was  affuredly  not  owing  to  the  good 
nature  of  our  fhipmates,  if  we  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  even  fuch 
trifling  information,  as  has  enabled  me  to  give  the  true  and  exadt  fituations  of 
every  place  in  this  narrative,  and  in  my  chart.  If  it  had  been  poffible,  they 
would  have  deceived  even  our  eyes.  It  may  feem  extraordinary,  that  men  of 
fcience,  fent  out  in  a  fhip  belonging  to  the  moft  enlightened  nation  in  the  world, 
fhould  be  cramped  and  deprived  of  the  means  of  purfuing  knowledge,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  which  would  only  become  a  fet  of  barbarians }  but  it  is  certain,  that  the  tra¬ 
veller  who  vifits  the  ruins  of  Egypt  and  Paleftine,  cannot  experience  greater  mor¬ 
tification  from  the  ignorant  felfifhnefs  of  Bedouins  and  other  Arabs,  than  fell  to 
our  lot  j  fince  every  difeovery  we  attempted  to  make,  was  fuppofed  to  contain  a 
treafure,  which  became  the  objedf  of  envy.  The  world  will,  however,  derive 
one  advantage  from  this  proceeding  ;  we  Ihall  have  little  to  offer,  but  what  we 
have  feen  with  our  own  eyes,  and  for  the  truth  and  precifion  of  which  we  can  be 
anfwerable.  If  there  had  not  been  a  few  individuals  of  a  more  liberal  way  of 
thinking,  whofe  difinterefted  love  for  the  fciences  comforted  us  from  time  to  time, 
we  fhould  in  all  probability  have  fallen  vidlims  to  that  malevolence,  which  even 
the  pofitive  commands  of  captain  Cook  were  fometimes  inefficient  to  keep  within 
bounds, 

Heebax 
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Heebai  a  little  pig  of  each  fex,  in  order  to  provide,  if  pof-  Se pSer 
fible,  a  Rock  of  domeftic  animals  for  a  nation,  whofe  good, 
inoffenfive  temper  Teemed  highly  to  deferve  fuch  a  prefent. 

We  found  this  man  and  his  family  at  the  huts  where  wre 
had  full  feen  him  ;  and  captain  Cook  having  delivered  the 
pigs  to  him,  each  of  us  contributed  his  mite  of  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  language,  in  order  to  make  it  intelligible  to 
him,  that  the  propagation  of  thefe  animals  would  fupply 
him,  in  courfe  of  time,  with  conftant  food,  and  that  they 
deferved  to  be  carefully  nurfed.  He,  as  well  as  the  whole 
family,  were  furprifed  at  the  fight  of  thefe  creatures,  and 
at  fir  ft  exprefied  fo  much  diflike  and  dread  of  them,  that 
they  made  figns  to  us  to  take  them  back.  We  now  re¬ 
doubled  our  efforts  to  convince  them  of  their  error,  and  at 
laft  prevailed  upon  them  to  keep  the  pigs.  It  muft  be  al¬ 
lowed,  that  fwine  are  far  from  being  well-looking  quadru¬ 
peds,  and  that  thofe  who  have  never  feen  an  animal  of  that 
clafs,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  like  them  at  firft  fight.  Men 
feem  to  have  had  recourfe  to  animal  food  through  neceflity 
at  firft,  as  the  depriving  any  creature  of  life  is  an  a&  of 
violence,  which  demands  a  powerful  caufe,  before  it  is 
made  familiar  by  habit.  When  they  had  the  choice,  it 
fhould  feem  that  fuch  ill-looking  animals  as  hogs  were 
commonly  reje<5ted,  till  a  more  urgent  opportunity  proved, 
that,  in  fpite  of  their  appearance,  their  flefh  was  as  deli¬ 
cious  as  that  of  fheep  and  oxen.  The  poor  natives  of  New 
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Caledonia  had  hitherto  tailed  no  other  animal  food  than 
fifh  and  birds,  and  therefore  the  introdu&ion  of  a  qua¬ 
druped  into  their  ceconomy,  could  not  fail  to  furprife  them. 

We  walked  about  for  fome  time  among  the  marfhes  and 

% 

plantations,  and  came  to  a  houfe  detached  from  the  reft, 
which  was  enclofed  by  Hakes,  and  behind  which  we  faw  a 
row  of  wooden  pillars.  Each  of  them  was  about  a  foot 
fquare,  and  nine  feet  high  ;  and  on  the  top  of  each  a  hu¬ 
man  head  was  rudely  carved.  Here  we  found  a  folitary 
old  man,  who,  on  our  pointing  to  thefe  pillars,  made  figns 
that  they  indicated  his  burying-place.  Nothing  is  more  re¬ 
markable  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  than  the  general  con¬ 
currence  of  different  nations,  to  ere£t  a  monument  on  the 
fpot  where  they  lie  buried.  To  dive  into  the  original  mo¬ 
tives  for  this  cuftora,  with  various  people,  would  be  a 
curious  and  interefting  purfuit,  and  might  perhaps  lead  us 
to  difcover,  among  all  nations  an  univ.erfal  idea  of  a  future 
ftate. 

After  leaving  this  fpot,  we  paffed  a  plantation,  where 
the  natives,  and  particularly  the  women,  were  at  work  to 
clear,  and  dig  up  a  piece  of  fwampy  ground,  probably  in 
order  to  plant  it  with  yams  or  eddoes.  They  had  an  in- 
ftrument  with  a  long  crooked,  and  fharp-pointed  bill,  like 
the  bill  of  a  bird,  with  which  they  ftirred  up  the  foil.  The 
fame  tool  they  frequently  make  ufe  of  as  an  offenfive  wea¬ 
pon,  and  as  fuch  I  mentioned  it  page  385.  It  feems  the 

foil 
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foil  of  this  country  is  fo  poor,  as  to  require  more  than  c  ’774- 
ordinary  pains  to  make  it  fit  for  planting,  efpecially  as  I 
never  obferved  the  people  digging  in  this  manner,  in  any  ' 
of  the  i (lands  of  the  South  Sea.  We  fliot  fome  curious 
and  beautiful  birds  at  this  place,  and  then  returned  to  the 
ihip,  where  we  found  all  the  other  boats  hoifted  in.  We 
landed  at  the  watering-place  after  dinner,  where  captain 
Cook  ordered  the  following  infeription  to  be  cut  into  a  re¬ 
markable  large  and  ihady  tree  on  the  beach,  clofe  to  the 
rivulet ;  “  His  Britannic  Majefty’s  Ship  Refolution,  Sept. 

I  7  7  4-’’  This  being  done,  we  rambled  for  the  laft  time 
along  the  brook,  which  had  fupplied  us  with  as  much 
water  as  we  had  expended  fince  our  departure  from  Tanna  ; 
and  having  fnatched  a  few  plants,  which  our  diforder  had 
caufed  us  to  overlook  before,  we  took  our  laft  leave  of  this 

large  iiland,  and  were  hurried  on  board  from  our  feene  oft 
action. 

At  day-light  the  next  morning,  the  feamen  weighed  the  -  , 

,  ,  o  t uelday  i  j, 

anchors,  the  hup  foon  cleared  the  reefs,  and  we  flood  along 
iliore  to  the  N.  W.  We  had  lain  in  this  harbour  exactly 
feven  days  and  a  half ;  but  on  the  third  night  after  our 
arrival,  we  were  poifoned  by  eating  of  the  fifh,  by  which 
means  we  loft  the  opportunity  of  making  the  moft  of  this 
ftiort  flay.  On  leaving  this  place,  we  were  far  from  being 
recovered,  but  had  daily  acute  head-aches,  and  fpafmodic 
pains  over  the  body,  together  with  an  eruption  on  our 
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lips.  We  alfo  felt  ourfclves  much  weakened,  and  unfit  to 
go  through  our  ufual  occupations  ;  whilft  the  want  of 
frefli  food  greatly  contributed  to  keep  us  in  a  lingering 
Rate,  and  retarded  our  recovery.  Thus  we  left  an  ifland 
fituated  in  the  wefternmoft  part  of  the  South  Pacific  Ocean, 
not  above  12  degrees  diftant  from  the  coafl  of  New  Holland, 
and  inhabited  by  a  race  of  men  very  diftinft  from  all  we 
had  hitherto  feen  in  the  fame  ocean.  From  their  vicinity 
to  New  Holland,  one  might  have  been  apt  to  fuppofe,  that 
they  had  the  fame  origin  with  the  people  of  that  continent  ; 
but  upon  comparing  all  the  accounts  of  former  voyagers, 
who  have  vifited  New  Holland,  its  inhabitants  bear  no  re- 
femblance  to  one  another,  and  as  a  farther  proof,  the  vo- 

0 

cabulary  of  both  nations  is  totally  different  *.  Their  num¬ 
bers  appear  to  be  very  inconfiderable,  and  the  moll  proba¬ 
ble  guefs  we  would  form  of  them,  after  ranging  the  whole 
northern  coal!  of  the  ifland,  does  not  make  them  amount 
to  fifty  thoufand,  upon  a  fea-coafi:  of  near  two  hundred 
leagues.  The  country  which  they  inhabit,  feems  indeed  to  be 
very  unfit  for  cultivation  in  mod  parts.  The  narrow  plain 
which  furrounds  it,  is  full  of  fwamps  on  the  fea-fide,  covered 
with  mangroves  ;  and  this  part  is  with  much  trouble  drained 
by  ditches,  and  dug  till  it  is  made  fit  for  the  purpofes  of 

*  A  vocabulary  of  the  New  Holland  language  was  obligingly  communicated 
to  us  by  captain  Cook. 

a&ri- 
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agriculture.  The  reft  of  the  plain  is  fomewhat  higher,  but 
in  return  exceflively  dry,  fo  that  they  are  obliged  to  moiften 
it  by  means  of  canals  which  conduct  the  water  from  the 
rivulets  or  pools.  Beyond  this  feveral  hillocks  rife,  covered 
with  a  dry  parched  earth,  where  fome  fpecies  of  (hrivelled 
grafs,  the  cayputi-tree,  and  a  few  fhrubs  thrive,  at  a  great 
diftance  afunder;  and  from  thence  upwards,  the  interior 
mountains  are  almoft  entirely  deftitute  of  vegetable  earth  in 
many  places,  and  confift  of  a  (Lining  red  glimmer,  and 
large  pieces  of  quartz.  The  nature  of  this  foil  cannot  give 
luxuriance  to  the  growth  of  vegetables  ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  rather  furprifing,  that  fuch  a  variety  of  fpecies  fpring 
up  in  it,  as  we  met  with,  though  they  are  for  the  greatefl 
part  dry,  and  of  a  very  homely  appearance.  Only  the 
woods  on  fome  parts  of  the  plain,  are  filled  with  (hrubberies, 
bind-weeds,  gay  flowers,  and  tufted  (hady  trees.  It  is  eafy 
to  be  conceived,  that  the  contraft  between  Nova  Caledonia, 
and  the  New  Hebrides,  was  very  (hiking  to  us,  who  had 
fo  lately  vifited  thofe  rich  and  fertile  iflands,  where  the 
vegetable  kingdom  glories  in  its  greatefl  perfe&ion.  The 
difference  in  the  charafter  of  the  people  was  no  lefs  fur¬ 
prifing.  All  the  natives  of  the  South  Sea  iflands,  excepting 
thofe  only  which  Tafman  found  on  Tonga-Tabboo  and 
Namoka  *,  made  fome  attempt  to  drive  away  the  (hangers 

*  And  thofe  perhaps  had  been  informed  of  what  had  parted  between  le  Maire, 
and  the  natives  of  Horne,  Cocos,  and  Traitors  Irtand,  fome  years  before. 

Vol.  II.  I  i  i  who 
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who  came  to  vifit  them.  But  the  people  of  New  Caledonia 
at  the  firft  fight  of  us,  received  us  as  friends  ;  they  ventured 
to  come  on  board  our  fihip,  without  the  leaft  marks  of  fear 
or  diftruft,  and  fuffered  us  to  ramble  freely  throughout 
their  country  as  far  as  we  pleafed.  They  refembled  mod 
the  people  of  Tanna  in  colour,  and  the  woollinefs  of  their 
hair  ;  but  their  ftature  was  fuperior,  their  limbs  in  general 
more  flout,  their  features  more  mild,  open,  and  inoffenfive ; 
and  their  cufloms  in  many  refpe&s  very  different.  The 
peculiar  character  of  their  faces  may  be  feen  in  the  ac¬ 
curate  portraits  which  Mr.  Hodges  has  drawn  of  each  fex, 
and  which  are  engraved  for  captain  Cook’s  account  of  this 
voyage.  A  juft  idea  of  the  country  may  likewife  be  formed, 
by  confulting  the  views  which  that  ingenious  artift  has 
copied  from  nature.  There  is,  however,  fome  fimilarity 
between  their  manufatftures,  and  thofe  of  Tanna  ;  efpecially 
in  the  fhape  of  their  arms,  in  the  ufe  of  the  rope  or  becket , 
(fee  p.  279.)  to  throw  the  fpear,  in  the  nature  of  the  orna¬ 
ments  which  they  wear,  and  particularly  in  what  I  have 
mentioned  p.  277,  and  p.  383*.  The  language,  which  on 
thefe  occafions  is  the  fureft  guide,  is  totally  diffonant ;  their 
dwellings  are  of  a  different  conftrucftion,  and  their  mode  of 
living  feems  to  correfpond  only  in  a  few  inftances.  The 

4 

*  Their  arms,  their  cap,  their  becket,  and  various  other  articles  have  been 
accurately  drawn  and  engraved,  under  my  father’s  infpe&ion,  for  captain  Cook’s 
account  of  this^voyage. 
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people  of  Tanna  are  rich,  in  comparifon  with  thofe  of  New  ssptem»'« 
Caledonia ;  their  plantations  furnifh  them  with  abundance 
of  vegetables,  and  if  thefe  fhould  fail,  the  woods  on  their 
fea-fhore  are  full  of  coco-palms,  which  offer  an  ample  (lore 
of  fruits.  At  New  Caledonia,  the  plantations  yield  in  moil 
places  a  fcanty  produce  j  and  the  wild  country,  as  far  as 
we  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  it,  does  not  contain 
a  fingle  article  which  could  be  deemed  of  great  fervice.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  people  of  New  Caledonia  feem  to  be 
great  fifhermen,  and  the  reefs  round  their  ifland,  give  them 
excellent  opportunities  for  this  purpofe,  and  are  doubtlefs 
at  certain  feafons,  the  refort  of  turtles.  As  nature  has  been 

fo  fparing  here  of  her  gifts,  it  is  the  mofl  furprifing,  that 

\  v  -# 

inftead  of  feeing  the  inhabitants  favage,  diftruftful,  and 
warlike  as  at  Tanna,  we  fhould  find  them  peaceable,  well- 
difpofed,  and  unfufpicious.  It  is  not  lefs  remarkable,  that 
in  fpite  of  the  drought  which  prevails  in  their  country,  and 
the  fcanty  fupply  of  vegetable  food,  they  fhould  have  at¬ 
tained  to  a  greater  fize,  and  a  more  mufcular  body.  Per¬ 
haps  inftead  of  placing  the  caufes  which  effect  difparity  of 
ftature  among  various  nations  in  the  difference  of  food, 
this  inftance  ought  to  teach  us,  to  have  fome  retrofpeft  like- 
wife  to  the  original  races  from  which  thofe  tribes  are  def- 
cended,  that  fell  under  our  examination.  Let  us  for  inftance 
fuppofe,  that  the  people  of  New  Caledonia  are  the  offspring 
of  a  nation,  who  by  living  in  affluence,  and  in  a  genial 
,  I  i  i  2  climate, 
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climate,  have  not  been  {tinted  in  their  growth  ;  the  colony 
which  removed  into  the  barren  foil  of  New  Caledonia,  will 
probably  preferve  the  habit  of  body  of  their  anceftors  for 
many  generations.  The  people  of  Tanna  may  have  under¬ 
gone  a  contrary  revolution,  and  being  defcended  of  a  (lender 
and  ffiort  race,  like  the  Mallicollefe,  the  richnefs  of  their 
prefent  country  may  not  yet  entirely  have  taken  effedr. 
Thefe  hints  are  fubmitted  to  the  learned,  whofe  province  it 
is  to  confirm  or  refute  them;  but  on  which  fide  foever  the 
truth  may  fall,  I  (hall  reft  equally  contented,  as  ;I  have 
adopted  no  particular  fyftem. 

The  inoffenfive  character  of  the  people  of  New  Caledonia 
appears  to  great  advantage  in  their  conduct  towards  us. 
They  are  the  only  people  in  the  South  Seas  who  have  not 
had  reafon  to  complain  of  our  arrival  among  them.  When 
we  confider  how  eafy  it  is  to  provoke  the  mariner  to  fport 
with  the  lives  of  Indians,  from  the  numerous  examples 
throughout  this  narrative,  we  muft  acknowledge  that  it  re¬ 
quired  an  uncommon  degree  of  good  temper,  not  to  draw 
upon  themfelves  a  fingle  acft  of  brutality.  Thofe  philofo- 
phers  who  are  of  opinion  that  the  temper,  the  manners,  and 
genius  of  a  people,  depend  entirely  upon  the  climate,  will 
be  at  alofs  to  account  for  the  peaceful  character  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  New  Caledonia.  If  we  admit  that  they  are 
only  ftrangers  to  diftruft,  becaufe  they  have  little  to  lofe,  we 
{hall  not  folve  the  difficulty  ;  fince  the  people  of  New  Hol¬ 
land, 
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land,  under  the  influence  of  a  fimilar  climate  and  foil,  and 
in  a  more  wretched  fituation  than  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Caledonia,  are  favage  and  unfociable.  The  different  cha¬ 
racters  of  nations  feem  therefore  to  depend  upon  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  different  caufes,  which  have  a&ed  together  during  a 
feries  of  many  ages.  The  inhabitants  of  New  Caledonia  do 

i 

not  owe  their  kind  difpofition  to  a  total  ignorance  of  wars 
and  difputes  ;  the  variety  of  their  offenfive  weapons  being 
alone  fuflicient  to  put  this  matter  out  of  doubt.  By  con- 
verfing  with  them  we  learnt  that  they  have  enemies,  and 
that  the  people  of  an  ifland  called  Mingha  had  a  very  different 
character  from  their  own.  I  was  once  in  a  boat  with  cap¬ 
tain  Cook  and  Mr.  Wales,  when  one  of  the  natives  acquainted 
us  by  very  fignificant  and  intelligible  geftures,  that  they 
had  enemies  who  feafted  on  human  flefh ;  and  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  inhabitants  of  Balabeea,  on  feeing  our  peo¬ 
ple  eat  fait  beef,  which  they  miftook  for  human  flefli,  con¬ 
tributes  to  prove  that  fuch  a  cuftom  is  not  unknown  to 
them,  and  that  they  look  upon  it  with  horror  and  detefta- 
tion.  Civilization  is  therefore  much  farther  advanced  in 
this  refpeCt  among  them,  than  with  their  more  opulent 
neighbours.  That  higher  degree  of  culture,  where  the  un¬ 
demanding  is  fufficiently  enlightened  to  remove  the  unjuft 
contempt  fhewn  to  the  fair  fex,  is  however  unknown  to 
them  j  their  temper  is  too  grave  to  be  captivated  by  female 
blandiftiments,  or  to  fet  a  proper  value  upon  the  refined  en¬ 
joyments 
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joyments  of  life.  They  are  obliged  to  work  hard,  at  times, 
for  the  means  of  fubfiftence  ;  but  their  leifure  hours  are 
fpent  in  indolence,  without  thofe  little  recreations  which 
contribute  fo  much  to  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and  dif- 
fufe  a  fpirit  of  cheerfulnefs  and  vivacity  throughout  the 
Society  and  Friendly  Iflands.  Befides  the  little  whittle 
which  I  have  mentioned  above,  we  never  faw  a  mufical  in- 
ftrument  among  the  people  of  New  Caledonia.  Their 
dances  and  fongs  are  equally  unknown  to  us  ;  and  what  we 
obferved  during  our  fliort  flay,  gave  us  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  even  laughter  is  an  uncommon  gueft  among  them. 
They  are  likewife  niggards  of  fpeech,  and  we  rarely  met 
with  individuals  among  them,  who  took  a  pleafure  in  hold¬ 
ing  converfe  with  us.  Their  language  therefore  feems  to 
be  uncultivated,  and  their  pronunciation  fo  indiftinCt,  that 
the  vocabularies  which  feveral  of  our  fhipmates  colle&ed, 
difagreed  remarkably.  Though  they  have  few  harfli  con- 
fonants,  they  have  a  frequent  return  of  gutturals  and  fome- 
times  a  nafal  found,  or  rhinifmus ,  which  commonly  puzzled 
thofe  who  were  not  acquainted  with  any  other  language 
than  the  Englilh.  Perhaps,  their  plantations  lying  remote 
from  each  other,  are  the  means  of  preventing  that  familiar 
intercourfe  which  would  gradually  give  life  to  the  pleafures 
of  fociety.  As  their  country  feems  not  to  be  very  fit  for 
agriculture,  the  beft  means  to  forward  civilization  among 
them  might  be  the  introduction  of  quadrupeds,  fuch  as 

they 
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they  fhould  not  find  it  difficult  to  maintain  ;  for  indance,  a 
few  hogs,  to  keep  near  their  huts,  and  goats  to  run  wild. 
The  latter  in  all  probabilily  would  thrive  extremely  well 
in  that  dry  climate,  and  afford  an  excellent  article  of 
food. 

» 

That  fimplicity  which  is  remarkable  in  their  domeftic 
life,  cannot  fail  to  be  confpicuous  in  their  government. 
Teabooma  was  acknowledged  as  a  chief  in  the  diflricSL  op- 
polite  the  fhip’s  anchoring-place  j  but  the  poverty  of  the 
country  did  not  afford  him  great  and  exclufive  advantages, 
and  luxury  being  hitherto  unknown,  he  lived  like  the  red 
of  his  countrymen.  Among  a  people  fo  fimple  we  cannot 
exped  exterior  marks  of  deference  ;  and  the  only  ad  which 
feemed  to  indicate  a  certain  degree  of  homage  on  tHeir  part* 
confided  in  delivering  to  the  chief,  the  prefen ts  which  they 
had  received  from  Mr.  Pickerfgill  at  their  firfl  interview. 
The  neighbouring  didrids  are  not  under  the  government 
of  Teabooma,  and  probably  have  their  own  chiefs  ;  or  per¬ 
haps  each  family  forms  a  little  kingdom  of  its  own,  which 
is  direded  by  its  patriarch,  as  mufl  be  the  cafe  in  all  infant 
Hates.  We  cannot  attempt  to  extend  our  obfervations  to  the 
religion  of  the  natives,  of  which,  in  the  fpace  of  eight  days, 
we  had  no  opportunity  of  acquiring  any  information.  We 
did  not  obferve  any  thing  which  might  didantly  be  con- 
firued  into  a  religious  ad,  nor  remark  a  fingle  cufiom 
which  had  the  lead  colour  of  fuperdition.  Probably  the 
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fimplicity  of  their  ideas  on  this  fubjetff,  correfponds  with  the 
whole  tenour  of  their  character.  There  is  nothing  to  dis¬ 
prove  this  fuppofition,  unlefs  the  flight  marks  which  point 
out  their  burying-places,  fliould  be  deemed  indications  that 
fome  ceremonies  attend  their  funerals.  Death,  the  mofl 
remarkable  feene  in  the  oeconomy  of  human  affairs,  is 
commonly  honoured  with  fome  unufual  ad  by  the  fur- 
vivors ;  and  grief  is  particularly  apt  to  be  extravagant.  It 
remains  unknown  whether  the  mortality  is  great  or  mo¬ 
derate  at  New  Caledonia,  and  what  difeafes  are  mofl  fatal  in 
that  ifland.  We  faw  no  other  than  the  elepliantiafis,  a  fort 
of  leprofy,  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  which  was 
very  common.  However,  I  never  obferved  this  evil  in  fo 
violent  a  degree,  that  the  patient  feemed  to  be  in  danger  of 
lofing  his  life  by  it.  Upon  the  whole,  a  great  multitude 
of  difeafes  are  the  confequences  of  unbounded  luxury,  and 
cannot  take  place  among  perfons  fo  little  refined  as  thofe 
of  New  Caledonia.  I  faw  fome  among  them  whofe  grey 
hair  and  wrinkles  indicated  a  great  age;  but  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  converfe  with  them  upon  fuch  an  abflrad  idea 
as  age,  fuppofing  they  took  the  pains  to  number  their 
years.  We  were  not  able  to  make  ourfelves  underftood 
when  we  attempted  to  make  enquiries  at  Taheitee  concern¬ 
ing  the  age  of  the  inhabitants,  though  our  knowledge  of 
their  language  was  very  extenfive,  when  compared  with  the 
few  words  which  we  had  fnatched  up  in  hafte  on  New 
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Caledonia.  After  thefe  few  remarks,  I  refume  the  narrative 
of  the  voyage. 

« 

We  fleered  between  the  north  and  weft,  along  the  reefs 
which  enclofe  New  Caledonia,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  pofi- 
tion  of  lands  which  we  had  indiftin&ly  feen  in  that 
quarter.  Having  advanced  towards  Balabeea,  we  found  the 
reefs  running  northerly,  and  in  fome  places  near  fix  leagues 
from  the  fhore.  Man  of  war  birds,  boobies,  and  tropic 
birds  frequented  this  part  of  the  fea  in  great  numbers,  ho¬ 
vering  about  our  Ihip.  We  difcovered  on  the  i  yth,  that 
there  were  three  iflands  to  the  north  of  the  weft  end  of 
New  Caledonia ;  but,  as  the  reef  extended  very  far  to  the 
eaft  of  them,  and  we  could  find  no  paflage,  it  was  impofli- 
ble  to  form  an  exacft  idea  of  their  figure  and  extent.  The 
largeft  of  them  might  be  about  feven  leagues  long.  We 
were  becalmed  on  the  15th,  within  four  miles  of  the  reef, 
towards  which  a  heavy  fwell  drifted  11s  very  vifibly.  In 
order  to  prevent  ftriking  on  thefe  dangerous  rocks,  we 
hoified  out  two  boats,  and  the  crew  were  obliged  to  labour 
very  hard  to  tow  the  fhip  off.  A  faint  breeze  in  the  even- 
ing  gave  them  fome  refpite,  but  at  midnight  they  were 
obliged  to  return  to  their  work,  releafing  each  other  from 
time  to  time.  The  morning  was  fo  calm  that  we  went  out 
to  (hoot  birds,  but  had  little  fuccefs.  We  did  not  obtain  a 
breeze  till  the  evening  came  on,  and  then,  inftead  of  lofing 
our  time  in  farther  refear.ches  to  the  northward,  where  we 
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tried  in  vain  to  find  a  pafTage,  we  left  that  part,  and  prepared 
to  range  the  fouth-eaft  end  of  New  Caledonia.  The  nor- 
thernmoft  lands,  which  we  had  feen,  lie  in  i  o°  37 /  S.  and 

i  6  3  0  4o7  E. 

The  next  morning  we  pafied  the  diflritffc  of  Balladd, 
where  we  had  lain  at  anchor.  Repeated  calms  rendered  our 
courfe  very  tedious ;  we  did  not  advance  above  twenty 
leagues  in  two  days,  and  ftill  feeing  the  land  to  the  fouth  of 

1 

11s,  were  apprehenfive  of  coming  late  to  New  Zeeland, 
where  it  was  now  faid  we  fliould  prepare  for  the  laft  fouth — 
ern  cruize.  We  continued  however  handing  to  the  eafl- 
ward,  and  fomewhat  foutherly,  having  gentle  breezes  which 
lafted  feveral  hours,  between  the  calm  intervals.  On  the 
2 2d,  in  the  evening,  we  faw  a  remarkable  bluff  point  on* 
the  land,  which  was  named  Cape  Coronation,  in  commemo¬ 
ration  of  that  day.  The  reefs  which  had  enclofed  the 
northern  coafts  of  New  Caledonia,  did  not  extend  to  this 
part ;  but  as  we  had  hitherto  kept  at  the  diftane  of  four  or 
five  leagues,  we  could  not  difcern  any  thing  of  the  nature 
of  the  country,  except  that  the  ridge  of  mountains  continued 
to  run  along  of  the  fame  height  as  near  our  anchoring- 

1 

place,  and  without  any  remarkable  prominences  or  peaks. 
In  the  morning  we  faw  a  fpot  of  ground,  which  could  not 
be  lefs  than  half  a  mile  in  length,  from  whence  a  quantity 
of  fmoke  afcended.  The  fea  coaft  near  it  was  covered  with 
innumerable  columnar  forms,  of  a  confiderable  height, 

which 
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which  we  diflinguifhed  by  the  help  of  our  glades.  Some 
of  them  flood  remote  from  each  other,  but  far  the  greater 
part  were  placed  in  clofe,  and  feemingly  compadl,  groups. 
The  nature  of  the  pillars  of  Bafaltes,  which  are  found  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  *,  gave  us  fome  reafon  to  look 
upon  thefe  extraordinary  appearances  as  fo  many  colonnades 
of  Bafaltes ;  and  having  fo  lately  feen  feveral  volcanoes  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  one  fo  near  as  Tanna,  we  were 
greatly  flrengthened  in  this  opinion,  it  being  afTerted  by 
the  moft  judicious  and  experienced  mineralogifls,  that  ba¬ 
faltes  is  a  volcanic  production.  In  the  evening,  having  left 
Cape  Coronation  aftern,  we  difcerned  a  vaft  quantity  of 
thefe  columnar  forms  projecting  into  the  fea,  on  a  flat  point. 

Early  on  the  24th,  we  came  in  fight  of  a  cape  which 
terminated  New  Caledonia  to  the  eaft ;  it  was  rather  fleep, 
but  of  no  great  height,  and  perfectly  level  at  the  top  to  a 
confiderable  diflance.  A  number  of  pillars  flood  upon  it, 
which  fomething  invalidated  the  opinion  of  their  being 
bafalt-columns.  This  cape,  which  captain  Cook  named 
Queen  Charlotte’s  Foreland,  lies  in  220  15'S.  and  1C70 
15  E.  In  the  evening,  towards  fix  o’clock9  another  ifland 
was  difcovered  far  to  the  fouth-eafl  from  the  mafl-head,  and 
the  next  morning  feveral  fmall  iflands  appeared  between 

*  Near  Affuan,  or  Syene,  in  Upper  Egypt ;  at  Bolfena  in  Italy ;  near  Hadie  in 
Arabia  Felix  ;  at  Hildefheim,  Stolpen,  and  Yauer,  in  different  parts  of  Germany; 
in  the  Hebrides  of  Scotland  ;  and  in  the  county  of  Antrim  in  Ireland. 
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New  Caledonia  and  this  new  difcovery,  which  the  inftabi- 
lity  of  the  wind  would  not  permit  us  to  examine.  We  ob- 
ferved,  however,  that  a  great  reef  enclofed  thefe  iflands, 
which  feemed  entirely  to  preclude  a  paffage,  and  obliged 
us  to  (land  on  to  the  eaftward,  in  order  to  weather  all  the 
diftant  land  in  fight.  This  part  of  our  cruize  was  ex¬ 
tremely  difagreeable  and  tantalizing  j  we  longed  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  country,  and  were  at  prefent 
in  great  didrefs  for  frefh  food.  A  fcanty  portion  of  yams 
remained,  which  were  eaten  as  dainties  at  the  officers 
tables  ;  but  the  crew  had  not  tailed  any  refreffiments  fince 
our  departure  from  Namoka.  The  appearance  of  new 
lands  made  but  little  amends  for  the  involuntary  faft. 
which  we  kept,  and  only  fupported  our  hopes  of  making 
fome  fortunate  difcovery,  which  might  perhaps  offer  usi 
frefh  fupplies. 

We  did  not  obtain  a  fettled  breeze  till  the  2  6  th  in  the 
evening,  when  we  immediately  began  to  ply  to  windward,, 
in  order  to  double  the  large  ifland  before  us.  It  confided 
of  a  mountain  of  lefs  elevation  than  New  Caledonia,  and) 
eafy  of  afcent,  every  where  furrounded  by  fiat  land,  on  which 
the  columnar  bodies  were  innumerable.  As  we  made  fe~ 
veral  trips  within  two  miles  in-(hore,  we  were  at  lad  con¬ 
vinced  that  they  were  nothing  elfe  than  trees,  which  on  a> 
prodigious  tall  dem  had  (hort  and  Render  branches,  not  dif- 
cernible  at  a  didance. 
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We  doubled  the  eaftermoft  extremity  of  this  ifland,  and  September, 
of  its  reefs,  on  the  28th,  at  day-break,  and  then  bore  away 
along  its  fouth-eaft  fliore.  Captain  Cook  gave  it  the  name 
of  Ifte  of  Pines,  fufpe&ing  the  columnar  trees  upon  it  to  be 
of  that  kind.  It  feems  to  be  about  eighteen  leagues  in 
circumference,  and  the  middle  is  fituated  in  22  0  40  S.  and 
167°  40'  E.  The  fouth-eaft  wind,  which  had  now  fet  in 
very  frefh,  cooled  the  air  fo  much  in  this  latitude,  that  the 
thermometer  funk  to  6  3°,  which  caufed  a  difagreeable  fen- 
fation  to  our  bodies,  long  ufed  to  a  warmer  climate.  The 
next  day  we  found  a  paflage  between  feveral  reefs,  and  Tliurfday 
came  to  an  anchor  off  a  little  illand,  not  above  two  miles 
in  circuit,  which  was  covered  with  tall  columnar  trees, 
though  it  was  intirely  flat  and  fandy.  The  fouth  end  of 
New  Caledonia  was  not  above  fix  leagues  diftant  from 
hence,  and  the  fouthern  coaft  of  that  ifland  feemed  to  run 
nearly  parallel  to  the  northern,  giving  the  whole  a  long, 
narrow  fhape.  This  fouth  point,  which  was  called  the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  Foreland,  lies  in  220  30'  S.  and  1 66° 

5  S'  E. 

We  hoifted  a  boat  out  immediately,  and  rowed  to  the 
little  iflet,  which  was  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  us.  It 
was  furrounded  with  a  fmall  reef  of  its  own,  in  which  we 
found  a  narrow  paflage,  containing  many  rocks,  notwith- 
Handing  which  we  landed  with  fafety.  The  tall  trees  im¬ 
mediately  demanded  our  firft  attention,  and  we  found  that; 

they/ 
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siptemIe*.  they  belonged  to  the  genus  of  cyprefles.  They  were  re¬ 
markably  ftrait,  and  at  lead  ninety  or  a  hundred  feet  high. 
Their  branches  grew  round  the  Item,  forming  little  tufts,  but 
feldom  exceeded  the  length  of  ten  feet,  and  were  very  Render 
in  proportion.  A  variety  of  other  trees  and  fhrubs  grew 
up  between  them,  and  rendered  this  little  fpot  the  refort  of 
a  great  number  of  birds.  We  faw  here  alfo  fome  feurvy- 
grafs,  and  another  plant  ( tetragonia ),  which  we  commonly 
made  ufe  of  at  New  Zeeland  in  our  foups.  Captain  Cook 
returned  to  the  fhip  with  us,  after  this  difeovery,  intending 
to  land  again  after  dinner,  in  order  to  cut  down  fome  of 
the  trees,  and  to  collect  fome  greens.  We  met  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  plants  in  the  afternoon,  which  quite  furprifed  us, 
on  fuch  a  confined  fpot.  We  alfo  faw  fome  fire-places  on 
its  fandy  fhores,  on  which  lay  the  remains  of  feveral  tur- 

* 

ties,  which  had  probably  afforded  a  delicious  repaft  to  fome 
of  the  natives.  A  fpecies  of  hawk  was  fhot,  which  proved 
to  be  the  common  falce  baliaetos ,  or  ofprey  *  ;  a  kind  of  fly¬ 
catcher  likewife  fell  into  our  hands,  which  was  not  known 
before  ;  but  befides  this  we  faw  feveral  large  beautiful  pi¬ 
geons,  which  we  could  not  fhoot.  Flat-tailed  water-fnakes 
-(. angitis  platura)  were  likewife  numerous  upon  the  ifland. 
The  cyprefs-trees  were  found  to  be  exceeding  good  timber, 
and  the  younger  ones  were  very  elaflic,  and  fit  for  fludding 

*  See  Mr.  Pennant’s  Britifli  Zoology. 
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fail-booms.  After  ^rambling  about  this  little  fpot  till  near  September 
fumfet,  we  all  returned  on  board,  and  at  day-light  the  next 
morning,  weighed  the  anchor,  and  failed  flowly  on  to  clear  Frklay  3»* 
the  reefs.  Captain  Cook  gave  this  little  iflet  the  name  of 
Botany  Ifland,  becaufe  it  contained  in  fo  fmall  a  fpace  a 
jiora  of  near  thirty  fpecies,  among  which  we  faw  feveral 
new  ones.  Its  fituation  is  nearly  2  2°  ,  28'  S.  and  167° 

1  6'  E.  Its  foil  is  very  fandy  on  the  Ihores,  but  in  the  in¬ 
terior  part  mixed  with  vegetable  earth,  from  the  trees  and 
plants  which  continually  decay  on  it,  without  being  cleared 
away  by  human  indudry.  Whilft  we  lay  at  anchor,  the 
iird  lieutenant  caught  a  fifli,  exactly  of  the  fame  fpecies 
with  that  which  poifoned  captain  Cook,  my  father,  and 
myfelf.  He  ordered  it  to  be  cleaned  and  boiled,  in  fpite  of 
the  earned  reprefentations  of  all  his  meflmates,  who  warned 
him  againft  its  pernicious  effe&s.  It  was  at  lad  fet  before 
him,  by  his  pofitive  orders,  and  his  friends  found  no  other 
means  to  fave  him,  than  to  ridicule  his  mad  deiign.  Their 
humorous  and  fatirical  remarks  had  a  better  effect  than 
friendly  admonitions,  and  he  defided  4fom  the  attempt. 

A  little  dog  was,  however,  unfortunate  enough  to  eat  of  the  • 
entrails  of  the  fifli,  and  lay  feveral  days  in  fuch  exquifite  .* 
torments,  that  it  was  at  lad  thrown  overboard,  to  put  an 
end  to  its  pain  and  mifery.  This  circumdance  proves  to 
what  great  didrefles  we  were  now  driven  for  want  of  frefh 
food,  fince  even  the  rifk  of  being  poifoned  was  made  light 
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of,  for  the  fake  of  a  fingle  meal.  All  our  officers,  who 
had  made  feveral  voyages  round  the  world,  and  experienced 
a  multiplicity  of  hardffiips,  acknowledged  at  prefent,  that 
all  their  former  fufferings  were  not  to  be  compared  to  thofe 
of  the  prefent  voyage,  and  that  they  had  never  before  fo 
thoroughly  loathed  a  fait  diet.  Captain  Cook  had  made  a 
provifion  of  dried  hams  for  the  voyage,  which  by  length  of 
time  were  much  corrupted  ;  all  the  fat  being  converted  into 
a  rancid  oil,  and  the  fait  having  filled  the  fleffi  with  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  alkaline  concretions  like  tartar.  However,  as  often 
as  this  putrid  and  loathfome  meat  was  carried  to  table, 
which  happened  once  a  week,  the  petty  officers  devoured 
it  with  willful  looks,  and  fpoke  of  our  good  fortune  fo 
feelingly,  that  it  would  have  given  pain  to  a  favage.  It  was 
owing  to  our  having  fuch  an  excellent  prefervative  as  four- 
krout  on  board,  that  the  feurvy  did  not  at  this  time  make 
any  confiderable  progrefs  among!!  us  ;  but  our  fituation  was 
indeed  wretched  enough,  without  the  additional  horrors  of 
difeafe. 

We  were  becalmed  in  the  evening  among  the  reefs, 
which  furrounded  us  on  all  fides,  and  made  our  fituation 
dangerous,  on  account  of  the  tides  and  currents,  as  well  as 
for  want  of  anchoring-ground,  having  founded  in  vain 
with  aline  of  150  fathoms.  At  half  paft  feven  o’clock 
we  faw  a  ball  of  fire  to  the  northward,  in  fize  and  fplcndor 
refembling  the  fun,  though  fomewhat  paler.  It  bur!!  a 

few 
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Lew  moments  after,  and  left  behind  it  feveral  bright  fparks, 
of  which  the  large!!,  of  an  oblong  fhape,  moved  quickly 
out  of  our  horizon,  whilll  a  kind  of  bluilh.  flame  followed, 
and  marked  its  courfe,  Some  heard  a  hilling  noile,  which, 
accompanied  the  fwift  defeent  of  this  meteor.  Our  fhip- 
mates  expeefted  a  frelh  gale  after  its  appearance,  having  fre¬ 
quently  obferved  the  fame  to  enfuc  upon  fimilar  occafions. 
And  in  fa£t,  whatever  may  be  the  relation  between  this 
phenomenon,  and  the  motion  of  the  atmofphere,  or  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  accident,  their  predi&ions  were  verified  the  fame 
night.  A  brilk  gale  fp rung  up,  which  fettled  at  fouth,  the 
next  morning,  and  permitted  us  to  direct  our  courfe  E.  by  S. 
and  S.  S.E.  from  New  Caledonia.  This  ifland,  the  large!! 
hitherto  difeovered  in  the  South  Seas  between  the  tropics, 
remains  entirely  unexplored  on  its  fouth  fide.  The  direc¬ 
tion  and  outline  of  its  northern  coaft,  was  fketched  out 
during  the  fhort  time  which  we  could  afford  to  fpend  on 
this  valuable  difeovery  ;  but  its  animals,  vegetables,  and 
minerals  ftill  remain  untouched,  and  offer  an  ample  field 
to  the  naturalifl.  The  appearance  of  cyprefs  trees  on  the 
-eaftern  part,  feems  to  prove  that  the  nature  of  the  foil,  and 
the  mineral  produ&ions  are  totally  different  in  that  part, 
from  thofe  of  Balladd,  of  which  we  had  a  curfory  view ; 
and  from  what  we  faw  on  the  little  fandy  Botany  Ifland,  a 
diftineff  fet  of  plants  muft  there  cover  the  ground,  and 
vvaiious  unknown  birds  inhabit  the  woods.  Thus  it  fliil 
Vol.  If,  l  1  1 
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remains  for  future  navigators,  to  continue  our  difcoveries  in 
the  South  Seas,  and  to  take  more  time  in  inveftigating  their 
productions.  Several  parts  of  the  .  Pacific  Ocean  are  Hill 
untouched  by  former  tracks  ;  for  inftance,  the  fpace  be¬ 
tween  io°  S.  and  the  line,  acrofs  the  whole  ocean,  from 
America  to  New  Britain  ;  the  fpace  between  io°S,  and  140 
S.  included  between  the  meridian  of  1400  and  1600  W. 
the  fpace  included  between  the  parallels  of  30°  and  20 0  S. 
and  the  meridian  of  1400  and  17 50  weft;  the  fpace  be-^ 
tween  the  fouthernmoft  of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  and  New 
Caledonia,  and  that  between  New  Caledonia  and  New  Hol¬ 
land.  M.  de  Surville’s  track,  which  I  have  mentioned 
vol.  I.  p.  238,  is  the  only  one  which  lies  between  thefe 
two  countries.  But  New  Guinea,  New  Britain,  and  all 
the  lands  in  that  neighbourhood,  obvioufly  require  to  be 
more  minutely  examined,  and  would  doubtlefs  reward  the 
navigator  by  a  world  of  new  and  important  difcoveries.  All 
thefe  diftridfs  of  the  South  Sea  being  fearched,  the  northern 
part  of  the  fame  fea  will  require  feveral  voyages  before  it 
can  be  thoroughly  explored. 

It  fell  calm  again  on  the  2d  in  the  forenoon,  and  feveral’ 
fharks  appearing  about  the  (hip,  one  of  them  was  caught, 
and  divided  inftantly  among  the  whole  (hip’s  company.  We 
had  our  (hare  of  it,  which  the  keen  fauce  of  hunger  made 
very  delicious  to  our  palate,  though  it  was  in  fa<5t  very  oily. 

We 
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We  foon  recovered  a  wefterly  breeze,  which  permitted  us  to 
go  to  the  S.  S.  E.  after  eroding  the  tropic  of  capricorn. 

On  the  fifth  in  the  afternoon,  we  had  fight  of  two  al- 
batroflfes  again,  being  between  the  26th  and  2  7  th  degree  of 
fouth  latitude.  The  calm  which  happened  the  day  after, 
permitted  our  officers  to  go  out  in  a  boat,  in  order  to  fhoot 
fome  biids  j  but  after  toiling  the  whole  day,  they  brought 
on  board  only  four,  of  which  two  were  petrels,  and  two 
albatroffies.  We  were  now  once  more  on  the  confines  of 
the  eafterly  trade-wind,  which  fo  near  the  folfiice  became 
variable  as  foon  as  we  had  palled  the  tropic.  On  the  7  th 
in  the  afternoon,  we  had  a  gentle  breeze  with  which  we 
failed  between  the  fouth  and  weft  ;  captain  Cook  being 
defirous  to  fall  in  with  the  weft  coaft  of  New  Zeeland,  in 
order  to  efcape  the  fame  difficulties  which  we  had  expe¬ 
rienced  the  year  before  in  going  into  Cook’s  Strait.  In 
the  evening  of  the  8th,  a  numerous  fhoal  of  large  por- 
pelies  palled  the  Ihip,  and  played  about  it,  leaping  frequently 
out  of  the  water.  One  of  them  was  ftruck  with  an  har¬ 
poon,  and  by  giving  it  a  great  deal  of  line,  we  had  time 
to  hoift  a  boat  out,  and  to  kill  it  with  five  mulket  fhot. 
It  was  of  that  fpecies  which  the  ancients  called  the  dol¬ 
phin  *,  and  which,  with  the  common  porpefs,  is  found  in 
every  fea.  It  was  fix  feet  long,  and  its  dugs  were  full  of 

AeXtyiv,  Ariftot.  Delpbinus  delpbis ,  Linn, 
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milk,  it  being  a  viviparous  animal  of  the  clafs  which  fuckle 
their  own  young.  It  was  cut  up  the  next  morning,  and 

the  meat  diftributed  to  the  fhip’s  company  ;  its  colour  was 

/ 

not  very  inviting,  being  almoft  black  ;  but  its  tafte  after 
cutting  away  all  the  fat,  was  very  like  beef,  only  fomewhat 
dry.  We  dined  on  it  very  heartily,  and  were  very  well 
contented  with  our  good  fortune.  We  faw  land  the  fame 
morning,  which  proved  to  be  a  fmall  ifland,  of  moderate 
elevation,  wholly  covered  with  cyprefs-trees,  refembling 
thofe  we  had  found  on  Botany  Ifland.  We  had  foundings 
at  a  good  diftance,  in  twenty  fathom  more  or  lefs,  and 
about  nine  o’clock  were  abreaft  of  it.  It  feemed  to  be. 
about  two  or  three  miles  long,,  was  very  fteep,  almoft  en¬ 
tirely  covered  with  woods,  and  to  appearance  uninhabited* 
Many  aquatic  fowls  of  different  fpecies  were  obferved  about  * 
it,  which  gave  us  hopes  of  making  at  leaft  a  provifion  of 
another  frefh  meal.  We  haftened  to  finifh  our  dinner,  and 
went  on  fliore  with  captain  Cook  in  two  boats.  Several- 
large  broken  rocks  project  into- the  fea  from  the  ifland,  on 
all  fldes.  We  were  fortunate  enough  to  find  a  little  cove 
fo  well  fheltered  by  fome  of  thefe  rocks,  that  our  boats  lay 
very  fafe  in  it,  and  were  able  to  land  without  wetting  a. 
foot.  A  heap  of  large  Hones  formed  a  kind  of  beach,  be¬ 
yond  which  the  fhore  rofe  very  fteep,  and  in  fome  parts 
perpendicular.  We  found  a  little  rill  which  defcended  in 
a  cleft  between  two  hills j  and  following  the  courfe  of  it, 

we 
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wc  penetrated  into  the  woods  with  great  difficulty,  through 
a  thick  tiffiie  of  bindweeds  and  climbers.  However,  as 
foon  as  we  had  pafled-  through  this  outward  fence,  we 
found  the  forefl  tolerably  clear  of  underwood,  and  had 
not  the  lead;  difficulty  to  walk  forwards.  The  rocks  of  this 
ifland  confided  of  the  common  yellowiffi  clayey  done, 
which  we  had  found  at  New  Zeeland  ?■  and  in  fome  places 
we  met  with  fmall  bits  of  porous  reddifh  lava,  which* 
feemed  to  be  decaying,  but  made  us  fufpeCt  this  idand  to  • 
have  had  a  volcano.  The  vegetables  which  we  founds 
upon  it,  throve  with  great  luxuriance  in  a  rich  dratum  of 
black  mould,  accumulated  during  ages  pad,  from  decaying 
trees  and  plants.  The  greated  number  of  fpecies  which 
we  met  with  were  well  known  to  us,  as  belonging  to  the 
flora  of  New  Zeeland,  but  they  appeared  here  with  all; 
the  advantages  which  a  milder  climate,  and  an  exuberant 
foil  could  give  them.  The  New  Zeeland  flag  (fthormium 
tenax ),  ffiot  flalks  eight  or  nine  feet  high,  having  flowers 
much  larger  and  brighter  than  we  had  feen  at  Queen  Char¬ 
lotte's  Sound.  The  productions  of  New  Zeeland  were  here 
united  to  thofe  of  New  Caledonia,  and  the  New  Hebrides  5 , 
for  the  cyprefs  of  the  one,  and  the  cabbage  palm  which 
we  had  feen  in  the  latter,  flouriffied  here  in  the  greated; 
perfection.  It  was  chiefly  on  thefe  two  fpecies,  that  we 
beflowed  our  attention  ;  the  former  fupplied  the  carpenter 
with  feveral  fpare  booms,  and  pieces  of  timber  5  and  the 
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latter  offered  us  a  mod  welcome  and  palatable  refreshment. 
We  cut  down  Several  of  them,  and  took  on  board  the  cen¬ 
tral  fhoot,  or  heart,  which  in  tafte  more  refembles  an 
almond  than  a  cabbage.  The  animal  creation,  like  the 
vegetable,  confided  chiefly  of  the  fame  fpecies  which  we 
found  at  New  Zeeland.  The  parrots  and  parroquets  were 
infinitely  brighter  coloured,  though  evidently  of  the  fame 
fpecies  ;  but  the  pigeon  was  exactly  the  fame.  We  found 
befides  thefe,  a  number  of  Small  birds,  peculiar  to  this  Spot, 
fome  of  which  were  very  beautiful.  On  the  beach  we  found 
Several  Succulent  plants,  fuch  as  a  fpecies  of  tetragonia ,  and 
a  mefembryanthemum ,  of  which  we  gathered  a  quantity  to  boil 
in  our  foups.  The  melody  of  the  birds  was  very  pleafing 
in  this  little  deferred  Spot,  which  if  it  had  been  of  a  greater 
Size,  would  have  been  unexceptionable  for  an  European  fettle- 
ment.  We  put  off  from  it  late  in  the  evening,  and  when 
we  arrived  on  board,  we  greatly  regretted  that  we  had  not 
thought  of  leaving  a  hog  of  each  Sex,  which  would  doubtlefs 
have  propagated  undifturbed,  and  in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
years  flocked  the  ifland,  fo  as  to  become  ufeful  to  future 
navigators.  Captain  Cook  gave  this  pretty  little  Spot,  the 
name  of  Norfolk  Ifland}  it  is  Situated  in  290  2  30  ' S.  and 
1  6  8°  1  6'  E.  Whilft  we  had  examined  the  woods,  fome 
of  the  boats’  crew  had  been  no  lefs  bufy  in  catching  fifli, 
having  been  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  a  pool,  where 
they  had  come  in  at  high  water.  The  tops  of  the  cab¬ 
bage- 
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i>age-palm,  thefe  fiffi,  and  the  birds  which  we  had  Riot, 
afforded  us  an  excellent  refreffiment  for  a  day  or  two.  We 
paded  the  S.  E.  end  of  the  ifland  the  next  morning,  and 
faw  a  large  {ingle  rock  off  that  end.  We  founded  re¬ 
peatedly  all  the  forenoon,  and  found  bottom  at  thirty  and 
forty  fathom,  to  the  diftance  of  eight  leagues  and  upwards 
from  the  ifland.  The  vaft  number  of  boobies,  and  ffiear- 
waters,  which  were  continually  catching  fifh  about  us,  by 
darting  down  into  the  fea,  indicated  that  this  was  a  kind  of 
fiffiing-bank.  At  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  were 
out  of  foundings,  and  advanced  with  a  frefh  breeze  towards 
New  Zeeland,  where  we  could  exped  to  meet  with  regular 
refrefhments  after  our  tropical  cruize,  which  towards  the 
latter  end  had  greatly  weakened  the  crew,  by  confining  them 
to  a  putrid  falt-diet,  and  which  had  proved  particularly 
fatal  to  the  officers  and  ourfelves,  by  means  of  the  poi- 
fonous  fifties  that  unfortunately  fell  in  our  way. 

We  made  fuch  fpeed,  attended  by  flocks  of  pintadas,  pe¬ 
trels,  and  albatroffes,  that  we  made  the  coaft  of  New  Zeeland 
on  the  1 7th,  early  in  the  morning,  after  having  heavy 
dews  for  two  nights  before,  which  are  commonly  reckoned 
figns  of  land.  The  part  of  New  Zeeland  which  we  now 
fell  in  with,  was  Mount  Egmont,  that  prodigious  peak, 
which  forms  the  north  point  of  Cook’s  Strait  coming  from 
the  weft.  It  appeared  to  be  covered  with  fnow  and  ice 
nearly  from  the  middle  to  the  fumrnit,  of  which  we  had' 
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only  a  glimpfe  now  and  then,  when  the  clouds  broke 
which  involved  it.  Its  appearance  is  remarkably  majefiic, 
and  the  neighbouring  hills  look  like  dwarfs  in  comparifon. 
It  Hands  upon,  or  rather  its  bafe  gradually  flattens  into  an 
extenfive  plain  on  all  fides ;  and  its  fummit,  tapering  gra¬ 
dually,  terminates  in  a  fmall  point.  Its  height  is  fuppofed 
to  be  not  much  inferior  to  the  peak  of  TenerifF,  from  the 
fpace  which  the  fnow  occupies  on  it. 

The  breeze,  which  had  hitherto  been  moderate,  now 
changed  into  a  hard  gale,  which  carried  us  forward  at  the 
rate  of  eight  knots  an  hour  j  and  we  felt  the  air  very  fharp 
and  uncomfortable,  the  thermometer  Handing  at  58°.  Wo 
now  eHeemed  ourfelves  happy  to  be  on  the  weH  coaH  of 
New  Zeeland,  where  this  gale  was  favourable,  which  on  the 
eaH  fide  would  have  been  furioufly  againH  us.  The  next 
morning  it  hurried  us  paH  Cape  Stephens,  Admiralty  Bay, 
and  Point  Jackfon.  As  foon  as  we  entered  Queen  Charlotte’s 
Sound,  it  only  blew  in  intermittent  guHs,  with  the  help  of 
which  we  came  fafely  to  an  anchor,  the  third  time  during 
this  voyage,  in  Ship  Cove,  which  we  had  left  near  eleven 
months  before.  The  fight  of  each  well-known  object,  how¬ 
ever  bleak  and  favage  its  appearance,  conveyed  a  pleafing 
fenfation,  and  the  hope  of  recruiting  our  wafled  fpirits  and 
Hrength,  infpired  unufual  chearfulnefs. 
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"Third  and  lafi  Jlay  at  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound ,  in  New  Zeeland , 


EPEATED  fliowers,  and  chilling  fqualls  of  wind,  Tucrday  «tj 


gave  us  a  rough  reception  on  the  wild  fhores  of 
New  Zeeland.  The  feafon  was  not  yet  far  advanced  in 
this  raw  climate,  and  the  withered  foliage  of  the  lafi;  year, 
had  not  made  room  on  many  trees  for  the  verdure  of  fpring. 
After  dinner,  we  went  on  fhore  to  examine  the  beach  where 
we  had  twice  before  fixed  our  tents  during  this  voyage,  be¬ 
ing  defirous  of  feeing  what  was  become  of  the  bottle  which 
contained  a  letter  to  captain  Furneaux.  Before  we  landed 
we  took  notice  of  a  fmall  flock  of  Ihags,  which  had  built 
their  nefts  on  fome  trees  hanging  over  the  water  j  a  fign 
that  the  cove  had  not  lately  been  vifited  by  men.  Indeed 
we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  natives  dwell  in  the  in¬ 
terior  recedes  of  the  bay  during  winter,  thofe  parts  being 
probably  reforted  to  by  the  fifli  at  that  inhofpitable  feafon. 


After  diflodging  the  fliags,  and  killing  fome  of  their  young. 


which,  though  fledged,  were  yet  too  ftupid  to  fly  away,  we 
landed,  and  were  prefently  convinced  that  an  European  fliip 
had  vifited  this  place  after  our  departure  in  November  lafi. 
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Many  trees  which  we  had  left  {landing  were  cut  down  with 
faws  and  other  tools  unknown  to  the  natives ;  the  bottle 
was  removed,  and  other  indubitable  veftiges  of  the  new  vi- 
fitation  remained.  The  plantations  which  we  had  formerly 
made  were  almoft  entirely  deftroyed,  being  partly  rooted 
out,  and  partly  Rifled  by  the  indigenous  weeds,  which  grew 
luxuriantly  in  the  foil  after  it  had  been  turned  up.  Our 
failors  dragged  a  net  feveral  times,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  how¬ 
ever,  we  were  fomewhat  more  fuccefsful  after  our  return  to 

the  ihip,  where  feveral  fiflh  were  caught  with  the  hook  and 

»  . 

line.  Amongft  others,  a  fine  fea-bream  ffparus  pagrusj , 
weighing  eleven  pounds,  was  taken,  it  being  one  of  thofe 
fpecies  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  almoft  every  ocean 
About  funfet  a  cannon  was  fired,  with  a  view  to  apprize  the 
natives  of  our  arrival,  if  any  of  them  happened  to  be  within 
hearing.  It  was  our  intereft  to  have  them  near  us,  in  order 
to  fupply  us  with  fifti,  which  our  failors  were  not  expert 
enough  to  catch  in  any  quantity,  fuppofing  we  could  have 
difpenfed  with  their  labours  in  repairing  the  rigging,  Sec. 

At  day -break  all  our  people  began  to  warp  the  (hip* 
deeper  into  the  cove,  and  about  nine  o’clock  they  had 
brought  her  into  a  convenient  fituation  very  near  the  ihoret 
We  profited  by  an  interval  of  fair  weather,  in  order  to  vifit 

*  It  is  caught  on  the  coafts  of  England,  in  the  Mediterranean,  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  in  the  South  Seas. 

the 
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the  beach,  where  we  once  more  pitched  our  tents.  The 
laft  year’s  generation  of  birds,  unacquainted  with  the 
treacherous  arms  of  Europeans,  fat  patiently  till  we  came 
near  enough  not  to  run  the  rifle  of  miffing  them ;  and  thus 
we  not  only  recruited  our  colle&ion,  but  likewife  provided 
a  delicious  refreffiment.  The  creepers  in  particular,  and 
feveral  fmaller  fpecies,  were  to  the  full  as  grateful  to  the 
palate  as  ortolans  ;  and  every  land-bird  of  this  part  of  New 
Zeeland,  hawks  excepted,  would  have  been  relifhed  at  the 
moft  luxurious  tables. 

In  the  afternoon  we  accompanied  captain  Cook  to  Cani- 
bal  Cove,  the  next  to  the  northward  of  our  anchoring-place. 
The  fhores  of  this  cove  we  knew  to  be  rich  in  celery  and 
feurvy-grafs,  which  it  was  the  captain’s  conftant  care  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  his  crew,  wherever  they  were  to  be  had.  In  our 
rambles  through  the  woods  at  this  place  we  found  a 
true  cabbage-palm  (arcca  oleracea ),  of  the  fame  fort  which 
we  had  feen  at  Norfolk  Ifland.  Its  fituation  in  this  high 
latitude  was  fomewhat  furprifing,  and  feems  to  prove  that 
this  fpecies  is  of  a  more  hardy  nature  than  the  reft  in  the 
fame  clafs.  We  returned  on  board  with  a  rich  load  of 
greens,  very  acceptable  to  all  our  fhipmates,  but  eyed  with 
peculiar  pleafure  by  all  thofe  who  had  been  poifoned,  and 
who  hoped,  by  the  ufe  of  this  wholefome  diet,  to  be  reftored 
to  health  and  ftrength,  which  they  had  never  enjoyed  fince 
that  unfortunate  event.  Another  cannon  was  fired  in  the 
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evening,  as  no  natives  had  hitherto  made  their  ap¬ 
pearance. 

The  nest  day  we  experienced  dreadful  gales,  which  com¬ 
ing  over  the  bleak  and  fnow-capt  alps  to  the  fouth  of  us, 
chilled  the  air  molt  uncomfortably,  and  at  lafl  brought  on 
heavy  rains.  The  wind  abated  the  day  following,  but 
fhowers  and  thick  fogs  continued  till  the  evening.  A 
N.  W.  wind  then  fpringing  up,  chafed  the  clouds  from  the 
mountains,  8cc.  The  fun  arofe  in  all  his  fplendor  the  next 
morning ;  the  choir  of  feathered  fongfters  was  heard  on  all 
fides  for  the  firft  time  fince  our  arrival,  announcing  a  mild 
vernal  day,  and  fummoned  us  into  the  woods.  Many  of 
our  officers  immediately  embraced  this  opportunity  of  re¬ 
creation,  and  we  accompanied  captain  Cook  in  a  boat,  coaft- 
ing  the  fliores  towards  Point  Jackfon,  and  landing  from 
time  to  time  in  the  different  coves  on  our  way.  The  after¬ 
noon  was  fpent  in  an  excurfion  to  the  Hippah-rock,  on 
which  we  made  a  fire  to  allure  the  natives,  being  very  de- 
firous  of  their  company.  We  likewife  vifited  the  cabbage- 
garden  on  Motu-Aro,  and  found  the  plants  fhot  into  feed, 

\ 

which  had  been  for  the  greatefl  part  confumed  by  the 

birds.  In  the  evening  all  the  fportfmen  returned  loaded 

• 

with  birds ;  the  different  boats’  crews  had  collected  frefh 
fupplies  of  greens,  and  the  reft  had  caught  fifh  during  the 
fair  weather.  All  thefe  fucceffes  contributed  to  make  a 
kind  of  general  feftival  in  the  fhip,  which  the  levity  of  the 
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mariners  rendered  the  more  chearful,  as  every  paft  difcom-  October; 
fort  was  already  forgotten. 

Having  waited  in  vain  another  day  for  the  appearance 
of  the  natives,  we  refolved  to  go  in  queft  of  them  into  the 
fouthern  creeks  on  the  24th.  That  morning,  however,  at  Monday  2$, 
day-break,  two  canoes  appeared  off  the  point  of  Shag  Cove 
with  their  fails  fet  ;  but  they  were  no  fooner  in  fight  of  the 
Ihip,  than  the  fail  was  inftantly  let  down,  and  the  people 
betook  themfelves  to  paddling  very  fall  back  again.  Their 
referve  only  made  us  more  defirous  to  have  fome  intercourfe 
with  them,  as  it  appeared  to  be  a  mark  of  fear  or  diftruft. 

Captain  Cook  fet  out  in  his  boat  with  us,  and  we  came  into 
Shag  Cove,  where  we  paffed  fome  time  (hooting  fhags  and 
fea-pies,  of  which  we  found  great  numbers.  At  laft,  how¬ 
ever,  we  heard  fome  Ihouts  on  the  fouth  fliore  of  the  cove, 
and  coming  towards  that  part,  difcerned  feveral  natives 
who  had  retired  to  the  upper  part  of  the  hills,  whilft  only 
three  or  four  remained  below  on  a  riling,  where  feveral 
huts  were  concealed  in  the  woods.  Here  we  found  their 
canoes  hauled  on  the  beach,  and  immediately  landing, 
made  figns  for  thefe  people  to  come  to  us.  They  hefitated 
a  little  ;  then  one  defcended,  and  having  joined  nofes  with 

us,  the  ufual  fign  of  friendlliip,  the  reft  came  down,  and 

\ 

thofe  who  had  afcended  the  higher  parts  likewife  joined 
us.  They  were  all  dreffed  in  ihaggy  cloaks,  which  were 
old  and  ragged  \  their  hair  hung  about  their  heads  in  dif¬ 
ord  er, 
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order,  and  filth  and  fiench  announced  them  even  at  a  dis¬ 
tance.  We  did  not  remember  to  have  Seen  above  three  or 
four  of  them  at  our  former  flay  in  this  found  ;  but  having 
learnt  their  names,  enquired  concerning  many  of  their  coun¬ 
trymen  who  were  better  known  to  us.  They  gave  us  an 
anfwer  which  was  infinitely  too  complex  to  be  intelligible 
to  us  ;  but  we  could  colle<5t  that  they  fpoke  of  a 
battle,  and  mentioned  the  death  of  Several  of  the  natives. 
They  continued  from  time  to  time  to  afk  if  we  were  dif- 
pleafed  with  them,  and  Seemed  to  be  very  apprehenfive  that 
our  prefent  protefiations  of  friendship  were  not  quite  Sincere. 
We  fufpcTed  from  this  circumftance,  that  a  fatal  mifun- 
derftanding  had  happened  between  the  natives  and  the  crew 
of  Some  European  Ship,  and  we  naturally  thought  of  our 
confort  the  Adventure.  However,  far  from  confirming  the 
natives  in  their  fears,  we  endeavoured  by  every  method  to 
gain  their  confidence,  in  which  we  Succeeded  very  well,  by 
waving  the  Subject  of  our  difeourfe,  and  afking  if  they  had 
any  fifh  to  fell.  They  ran  to  their  canoes  immediately, 
and  clearing  away  the  mats  with  which  they  were  covered, 
produced  a  vaft  quantity  of  fifh,  probably  caught  the  fame 
morning.  For  a  few  pieces  of  Taheitian  cloth,  a  nail, 
Some  medals,  and  a  bit  of  red  baize,  we  bought  a  Sufficient 
quantity  to  Supply  our  whole  Ship’s  company,  and  So  far 
gained  the  confidence  of  the  natives,  that  they  promifed  to 
come  to  the  fhip  the  next  day.  One  of  them,  of  a  middle 

age, 
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age,  who  feemed  to  be  the  principal  man  in  this  fmall  vil¬ 
lage,  told  us  his  name  was  Peeterre,  and  (hewed  himfelf 
the  friendlieft  of  them  all.  We  parted  from  them,  after 
admiring  their  bold  fpirit,  which  difdained  concealment,  at 
the  moment  when  they  were  filled  with  apprehenfions  that 
we  fhould  take  advantage  of  our  fuperiority  of  numbers. 
We  were  indeed  ignorant  at  that  time  how  much  reafon 
they  had  to  dread  our  refentment,  a  circumftance  which 
gives  (bill  greater  luftre  to  their  bravery. 

They  were  indeed  as  good  as  their  word,  and  came  to  us 
at  fun-rife  the  next  morning,  in  five  canoes,  felling  a  great 
quantity  of  fine  filh,  and  thus  reftoring  affluence  on  our  ta¬ 
bles.  Having  parted  with  their  fifh,  they  produced  a  num¬ 
ber  of  pieces  of  green  nephritic  (lone,  wrought  into  duffels 
and  various  ornaments,  which  they  eagerly  exchanged  for 
Taheitian  and  Epglifh  cloth,  as  well  as  iron  ware.  Not 
content  with  what  they  could  colled  on  board,  fome  of 
them  went  to  the  beach,  where  a  number  of  our  people, 
were  employed  in  watering,  wooding,  & c.  and  where  Mr. 
Wales  had  once  more  fixed  his  obfervatory.  Here  they 
made  many  acquifitions,  and  then  all  went  to  pafs  the  night 
on  a  neighbouring  beach.  They  rofe  at  day-break,  and 
caught  abundance  of  fifh,  with  which  they  returned  to  us5 
continuing  to  fupply  us  every  day  in  the  fame  manner. 
Their  favourite  place  of  refort  was,  however,  our  watering- 
place  ;  for  there  they  met  with  feveral  marines,  who  took- 

a  plea- 
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a  pleafure  in  converting  with  them,  as  well  as  they  could, 
for  hours  together.  It  appears  this  kind  of  familiar  inter- 
courfe  fuited  their  difpotition,  for  they  foon  became  fo  in- 
<  timate  as  to  impart  to  their  new  friends  a  tale,  of  which 
the  particulars  were  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  us.  They 
related,  that  an  European  veflfel  had  put  into  the  harbour 
fome  time  ago  j  but  that  in  a  quarrel  with  the  inhabitants, 
all  her  people  had  been  killed  and  eaten.  This  intelligence 
alarmed  us  greatly,  as  we  apprehended  that  this  veflel  was 
mod  probably  the  Adventure.  The  natives  were  repeatedly 
queftioned,  and  in  every  converfation  we  difcovered  fome 
additional  circumftances,  by  which  the  fa£t  was  more 
dearly  eftablifhed.  At  laft,  however,  obferving  that  our 
enquiries  on  this  fubjedl  were  frequently  repeated,  they 
refolved  to  give  us  no  farther  information,  and  by  threats 
flopped  fhort  one  of  their  own  brethren,  who  had  been  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  fpeak  once  more  on  the  fubjecft.  Captain 
Cook  being  very  detirous  of  obtaining  fome  certainty  con¬ 
cerning  the  fate  of  the  Adventure,  called  Peeterrc  and  an¬ 
other  native  into  the  cabin,  both  of  whom -denied  that  any 
harm  had  been  done  to  the  Europeans.  We  made  two 
pieces  of  paper,  to  reprefent  the  two  fhips,  and  drew  the 
figure  of  the  Sound  on  a  larger  piece  ;  then  drawing  the 
two  (hips  into  the  Sound,  and  out  of  it  again,  as  often  as 
they  had  touched  at  and  left  it,  including  our  laft  depar¬ 
ture,  we  flopped  a  while,  and  at  laft  proceeded  to  bring  our 

Clip 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

(hip  in  again  :  but  the  natives  interrupted  us,  and  taking 
up  the  paper  which  reprefented  the  Adventure,  they  brought 
it  into  the  harbour,  and  drew  it  out  again,  counting  on 
their  fingers  how  many  moons  fhe  had  been  gone.  This 
circumftance  gave  us  two-fold  pleafure,  fince  at  the  fame 
time  that  we  were  perfuaded  our  confort  had  fafely  failed 
from  hence,  we  had  room  to  admire  the  fagacity  of  the  na¬ 
tives.  Still,  however,  there  was  fomething  myfterious  in 
the  former  accounts,  which  intimated  that  fome  Europeans 
were  killed  ;  and  we  continued  to  doubt  whether  we  had 
rightly  underftood  this  part  of  their  converfation,  till  we  re¬ 
ceived  more  certain  intelligence  at  our  return  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  Here  we  learnt  that  our  confort  had  loft  a  boat 
with  ten  men  at  New  Zeeland.  Some  accountof  this  melancholy 
event  will,  I  hope,  not  be  unwelcome  to  my  readers,  as  I  fhali 
occafionally  compare  the  ftory  of  the  natives  with  the  reports 
of  our  fellow-voyagers.  It  appears  that  captain  Furneaux, 
after  feparating  from  us,  was  obliged,  on  the  9th  of  No¬ 
vember  1773,  to  put  into  Tolaga  Bay  *,  on  the  northern  ifle 
of  New  Zeeland,  where  he  lay  till  the  1  6  th.  He  then  failed 
towards  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
30th,  a  few  days  after  our  departure.  O-Mai,  the  native 
of  Raietea,  whom  he  had  on  board,  told  me  he  was  the  fir  ft 
who  found  the  infcription  on  the  tree,  under  which  our 

bottle  was  buried.  He  pointed  it  out  to  the  captain,  and 

% 

*  See  the  chart  of  New  Zeeland,  in  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II. 
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the  bottle  with  the  letter  was  immediately  found.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this,  captain  Furneaux  made  all  the  necelTary 
preparations  for  the  remaining  part  of  his  voyage,  in  as  lit¬ 
tle  time  as  poffible.  His  {hip  the  Adventure  was  ready  to 
fail,  when  he  fent  a  boat  to  Grafs  Cove,  on  the  eaftern  {bore 
of  the  Sound,  in  order  to  gather  a  load  of  celery  and  fcurvy- 
grafs  for  the  crew.  Mr.  Rowe,  the  unfortunate  youth  who 
had  the  command  of  this  boat,  combined  with  many  libe¬ 
ral  fentiments  the  prejudices  of  a  naval  education,  which 
induced  him  to  look  upon  all  the  natives  of  the  South  Sea 
with  contempt,  and  to  affume  that  kind  of  right  over  them, 
with  which  the  Spaniards,  in  more  barbarous  ages,  difpofed 
of  the  lives  of  the  American  Indians.  After  landing  in 
Grafs  Cove,  his  people  began  to  cut  greens,  and  fome  in  all 
probability  {tripped  off  their  cloaths,  to  perform  their  talk 
with  greater  eafe  ;  for  the  accounts  which  we  obtained  from 
the  natives  at  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  import,  that  one  of 
their  countrymen  Role  a  failor’s  jacket ;  that  our  people 
had  hereupon  immediately  begun  to  fire,  and  continued  to 
do  fo  till  all  their  ammunition  was  fpent  j  that  the  natives 
had  taken  this  opportunity  to  rufh  upon  the  Europeans,  and 
had  killed  every  one  of  them.  This  relation  is  very  recon- 
cileable  with  the  opinion  which  the  late  Mr.  Rowe  always 
entertained  of  the  New  Zeelanders,  viz.  that  they  would 
never  {land  the  fire  of  European  mufketry.  He  had  before, 
when  at  Tolaga  Bay,  been  exceeding  defirous  of  firing  upon 
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them,  for  having  Rolen  a  fmall  keg  of  brandy  from  the 
boat's  crew  ;  but  the  judicious  and  humane  advice  of  lieu¬ 
tenant  Burney  checked  his  impetuofity.  Captain  Furneaux 
finding  that  his  boat  did  not  return  the  next  day,  fent  Mr. 
Burney  in  another  boat,  well  armed,  to  look  after  the  for¬ 
mer.  They  foon  reached  the  entrance  of  Eaft  Bay,  where 
they  obferved  a  canoe  containing  many  natives,  who  at  fight 

of  them  paddled  away  as  fall  as  poflible.  Our  people  made 

'  » 

after  them,  but  the  fear  of  being  taken  made  the  natives 
jump  overboard,  and  fwim  to  the  fhore.  This  behaviour 
alarmed  Mr.  Burney,  and  his  apprehenfions  were  but  too 
fully  verified  when  he  came  up  with  the  canoe.  Here  they 
found  feveral  mangled  limbs  of  their  comrades,  and  fome 
of  their  cloaths.  After  rowing  about  fome  time,  they  came 
to  Grafs  Cove,  towards  feven  in  the  evening,  where  they 
faw  a  confiderable  number  of  the  natives  affembled,  who 
feemed  prepared  to  oppofe  them.  The  whole  hill  to  the 
top  was  covered  with  crouds  of  people,  as  in  a  fair,  and 
fmokes  afcended  in  feveral  places,  where  they  were  proba¬ 
bly  dreffing  human  flefh.  Horror  chilled  the  failors  blood 
in  their  veins,  but  the  next  moment  they  glowed  with  the 
fierce  ardour  of  revenge,  and  cooler  reafon  was  obliged  to 
give  way  to  the  powerful  impulfe.  They  fired  and  killed 
feveral  of  the  natives,  driving  them  at  laft,  but  with  great 
difficulty,  from  the  beach,  and  deftroying  a  great  number 
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of  canoes,  which  they  found  hauled  on  fhore.  They  then 
landed,  and  fearched  the  huts,  where  they  found  many  other 
limbs  of  their  friends  packed  into  balkets,  and  particularly 
a  hand,  which  they  knew  to  be  that  of  the  unfortunate 
Rowe.  Mr.  Burney  is  of  opinion,  that  the  boat  had  been 
beaten  to  pieces  by  the  natives,  for  the  fake  of  the  iron,  as 
lie  only  met  with  fome  detached  parts  of  it.  It  is  not  un¬ 
likely  that  the  unhappy  people  who  were  thus  cut  off,  did 
not  take  fufficient  care  to  keep  their  boat  afloat,  but  fuffered 
the  tide  to  leave  it  dry  upon  the  rocks,  by  which  means 
they  made  their  retreat  impracticable  afterwards.  Captain 
Furneaux  having  fuffered  this  heavy  lofs,  more  heavy  to 
him,  as  Mr.  Rowe  was  his  relation,  fet  fail  from  Queen 
Charlotte  Sound  on  the  2  2d  of  December,  and  paffcd  round 
Cape  Horn,  touching  at  no  port,  nor  feeing  any  land,  till  he- 
arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  the  19  th  of  March 
1774;  from  whence  he  returned  to  England,  anchoring  at 
Spithead  on  the  1  5th  of  July  following,  at  the  time  when 
we  were  near  the  New  Hebrides  in  the  South  Sea. 

1 

The  New  Zeelanders  have  been  dangerous  enemies  to 
all  the  nations  who  have  vifited  them.  The  firft  difcoverer, 

%  *  *  . ,  t 

Abel  Janfan  Tafman,  a  Dutch  navigator,  loft  four  of  his 
people,  in  an  anchoring-place,  which  he  named  Murderers- 
Bay,  and  which  feems  to  be  the  fame  with  captain  Cook’s 
Blind  Bay.  The  natives  took  one  of  the  dead  bodies  into 

the 
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the  canoe  with  them,  and  had  therefore  doubtlefs  tailed 
the  fleih  of  an  European,  fo  early  as  the  year  1642*.  By 
killing  ten  perfons  of  the  Adventure’s  crew,  they  have 
been  Rill  more  pernicious  to  the  Englifh,  and  by  murdering 
M.  Dufrefne  Marion,  with  twenty-eight  men,  they  have 
treated  the  French  more  roughly  than  all  the  reft.  M. 
Crozet,  captain  of  a  fire-fhip,  in  the  French  navy,  happening 
to  be  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  his  way  to  India,  at 
the  time  of  our  return  to  that  fettlement,  gave  us  an  account 
of  the  melancholy  fate  of  his  countrymen.  He  com- 
manded  the  king’s  floop  the  Mafcarin,  under  M.  Marion, 
and  put  into  the  Bay  of  Iflands,  on  the  northern  ifland  of 
New  Zeeland  f  in  great  diftrefs.  He  was  obliged,  having, 
loft  his  mafts,  to  look  out  for  new  ones  in  the  woods  of 
this  country  ;  but  when  he  had  found  trees  fit  for  his  pur- 
pofe,  it  appeared  almoft  impoftible  to  bring  them  from  the 
hills  to  the  water  fide.  However,  neceflity  at  laft  obliged 
them  to  make  a  road  two  or  three  miles  long,  through  the 
thickeft  forefts,  to  the  place  where  he  met  with  the  beft 
trees.  A  party  of  his  people  were  in  the  mean  while 
placed  on  an  ifland  in  the  bay,  to  fill  the  cafks  with  water, 
and  another  party  occafionally  went  on  fhore  to  cut  wood 
for  the  (hip’s  ufe.  They  had  lain  here  thirty-three  days 

*  See  M.  Dalrymple’s  CoIle£Vion,  vol.  II.  p.  72. 

f  See  vol.  I.  p.  ii2,  where  I  have  mentioned  the  difcoveries  of  that  voyage,. 
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upon  the  bed  terras  with  the  natives,  who  freely  offered 
their  women  to  the  failors,  when  M.  Marion  went  on  fhore 
with  feveral  people,  to  vifit  the  different  parties  who  were 
at  work,  without  leaving  word  that  he  intended  to  come 
back  to  the  fhip  the  fame  day.  His  firft  vifit  to  the  wa- 
terers  being  performed,  he  went  to  the  Hippah,  or  fortifica¬ 
tion  of  the  natives,  where  he  commonly  ufed  to  call  in  his 
way  to  the  carpenters,  who  were  encamped  in  the  woods 
with  M.  Crozet.  Here  however,  it  feems  he  was  cut  off, 
with  his  company,  and  boat’s  crew.  The  next  morning, 
the  lieutenant,  who  commanded  on  board,  not  knowing 
what  had  happened,  fent  a  party  to  cut  wood  within  the 
neck  of  land,  which  may  be  feen  in  captain  Cook’s  draught 
of  this  bay  *.  A  party  of  the  natives  waited  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  when  every  one  was  at  work  to  fall  upon  the  French, 
and  killed  them  all,  except  a  fingle  failor  who  ran  over  the 
idhmus,  and  threw  himfelf  into  the  fea,  in  order  to  fwim 
towards  the  Chips,  though  he  was  wounded  by  feveral 
fpears.  He  called  out  at  lafl,  and  being  taken  on  board, 
gave  the  general  alarm.  M.  Crozet’s  fituation  in  the  woods 
with  a  fmall  party,  was  the  mod  critical.  A  corporal  and 
four  marines  were  immediately  difpatched,  to  acquaint 
him  of  his  danger,  while  feveral  boats  attended  to  receive 
his  party,  at  a  place  where  the  fick  had  been  lodged  in 
tents  for  the  recovery  of  their  health.  He  difpofed  every 


*  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  323. 
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thing  as  well  as  the  time  would  permit,  and  effected  his 
retreat  to  the  fea-fide.  Here  however,  he  found  a  pro¬ 
digious  croud  of  the  natives  affembled,  dreft  out  in  their 
heft  habits,  with  feveral  chiefs  at  their  head.  M.  Crozerf 
told  the  four  marines,  to  be  ready  in  cafe  he  found  it  ne- 
ceffary,  to  fire  at  fuch  perfons  as  he  (hould  point  out.  He 
gave  orders  to  his  party  to  ftrike  the  tents  of  the  fick,  to 
embark  all  their  tools  and  apparatus,  and  to  retire  into 
the  boat,  whilft  he  with  the  foldiers  walked  up  to  the 
chief.  This  man  immediately  told  him,  that  M.  Marion 
was  killed  by  another  chief  whom  he  named.  M.  Crozet 
took  up  a  flake,  and  forcing  it  into  the  ground,  juft  before 
the  feet  of  the  chief,  bid  him  advance  no  further.  The 
violence  of  the  action  ftartled  the  favage,  whofe  irrefolution 
M.  Crozet  obferving,  infilled  on  his  commanding  the  croud 
to  fit  down,  which  was  accordingly  complied  with.  He 
now  walked  up  and  down  before  the  New  Zeelanders,  till 
all  his  men  were  in  the  boat ;  his  foldiers  were  ordered  to 
follow,  and  himfelf  was  the  laft  who  embarked.  He  had 
fcarce  put  off,  when  the  whole  body  of  New  Zeelanders 
rofe,  began  their  fong  of  defiance,  and  threw  ftones  after 
him ;  however,  by  the  timely  exertion  of  his  people,  they 
all  came  fafe  on  board.  The  New  Zeelanders  from  this 
time  forward,  made  feveral  attempts  to  cut  him  off.  They 
made  an  expedition  againft  the  watering-party  at  night, 
which,  but  for  the  vigilance  of  the  French,  would  have  been* 

fatal 
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fatal  to  them ;  and  they  likewife  attacked  the  fhips  in  more 
than  a  hundred  large  canoes  full  of  men,  who  felt  the 
effects  of  European  artillery.  At  laft  M.  Crozet,  feeing  it 
impoflible  to  fupply  the  fhips  with  mads,  unlefs  he  could 
drive  the  natives  from  this  neighbourhood,  went  to  attack 
their  hippah,  which  was  one  of  the  greateft  and  ftrongeft. 
He  put  the  carpenters  in  the  front,  to  cut  down  the  pal- 
lifadoes,  behind  which  the  natives  flood  in  great  numbers 
on  the  fighting  ftages,  described  in  captain  Cook’s  former 
voyage  *.  His  people  drove  the  natives  from  thefe  fiages 
by  keeping  up  a  regular  fire,  which  did  fome  execution. 
The  carpenters  could  now  approach  without  danger,  and 
in  a  few  moments  cut  a  breach  in  the  fortification.  A 
chief  inflantly  flepped  into  it  with  a  long  fpear  in  his 
hand.  He  was  (hot  dead  by  M.  Crozet’s  markfmen,  and 
prefently  another  occupied  his  place,  ftepping  on  the  dead 
body.  He  likewife  fell  a  victim  to  his  intrepid  courage, 
and  in  the  fame  manner  eight  chiefs  fucceffively  defended, 
and  bravely  fell  on  this  pofi  of  honour.  The  reft  feeing 
their  leaders  dead,  took  flight,  and  the  French  purfued  and 

\ 

killed  numbers  of  them.  M.  Crozet  offered  fifty  dollars 
to  any  perfon  who  fhould  take  a  New  Zeelander  alive,  but 
this  was  abfolutely  impracticable.  A  foldier  feized  an  old 
man,  and  began  to  drag  him  towards  his  captain,  but  the 
favage  being  unarmed,  bit  into  the  fiefby  part  of  the  French- 

'*  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  342,  344. 
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man’s  hand,  of  which  the  exquifite  pain  fo  enraged  him, 
that  he  ran  the  New  Zeelander  through  with  the  bayonet. 
M.  Crozet  found  great  quantities  of  drefles,  arms,  tools, 
and  raw  flax  in  this  hippah,  together  with  a  prodigious 
(lore  of  dried  flfli,  and  roots,  which  feemed  to  be  intended 
for  winter  provifion.  He  completed  the  repairs  in  his 
fhip  without  interruption,  after  accomplifhing  this  enter- 
prize,  and  profecuted  his  voyage  after  a  flay  of  fixty-four 
clays  in  the  Bay  of  Iflands. 

The  character  of  the  New  Zeelanders  would  appear  to 
no  great  advantage  in  this  tranfa&ion  with  the  French,  if 
vve  fuppofed  that  nothing  pafled  previous  to  the  maflacre 
to  rouze  their  indignation.  But  the  whole  tenour  of  their 
behaviour  to  Europeans,  feems  to  acquit  them  of  treachery 
and  cruel  malevolence.  It  is  therefore  greatly  to  be  fuf- 
pe&ed  that  they  took  umbrage  at  fome  affront,  perhaps  un¬ 
wittingly  committed  by  the  ftrangers,  and  revenged  it  with 
that  paflionate  fury  which  hurries  on  the  favage  into  ex- 
ceflfes.  We  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  flnce  they  accufed  their  own 
countrymen  of  theft;  but  it  plainly  appears  from  thefe  in- 
ftances,  that  the  rafli  acflion  of  revenging  this  theft  with 
death,  and  moft  probably  revenging  it  indifcriminately  on 

,  •  ,  ■  •  ■  -  r  •  • 

a  whole  body  of  natives,  muft  have  provoked  them  to  re¬ 
taliate.  Born  to  live  our  dated  time  on -this  globe,  every 

* 

one  who  puts  a  premature  period  to  our  exiflence  here, 
Vol.  If.  O  o  o  offends 
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offends  the  laws  of  the  Creator.  The  paffions  are  wifely 
implanted  in  our  bread  for  our  prefervation  ;  and  revenge* 
in  particular,  guards  us  againd  the  encroachments  of 
others.  Savages  do  not  give  up  the  right  of  retaliating  in¬ 
juries  j  but  civilized  focietics  confer  on  certain  individuals- 
the  power  and  the  duty  to  revenge  their  wrongs.  Still, 
even  in  the  mod  polilhed  countries  of  Europe,  this  method 
of  adminidring  judice  is  not  fufficient  in  all  cafes.  Such 
is  the  imperfection  of  human  inditutions,  that  the  public 
avenger  of  wrongs  oft  lifts  his  hand  againd  the  facred 
rights  of  the  whole  community.  On  that  occafion  all  civil 
agreements  are  diffolved,  every  man  affumes  his  rights,  and 
gives  free  courfe  to  the  paffions.  Even  in  private  life  there 
are  occafions  where  this  facred  principle  of  revenge  is  of  in¬ 
finite  fervice  in  the  bed  regulated  community.  Nothing  is 
more  common  than  oppreffions,  affronts,  and  injuries  againd 
which  the  law  provides  no  remedy  ;  nothing  more  frequent, 
than  that  a  fet  men  are  powerful  enough  to  wred  the  laws 
to  the  difadvantage  of  the  wretched  and  friendlefs.  Thefe 
indanccs  would  be  dill  more  numerous,  and  be  carried  to 
the  mod  detedable  pitch  of  tyranny,  if  this  dread  did  not 
with-hold  them,  that  the  injured  party  may  refume  that 
power  of  redreffing  his  wrongs,  which  he  fees  fo  in¬ 
adequately  exercifed'by  his  reprefentative.  He  that  attempts 
another’s  property,  runs  the  rifk  of  being  killed  without  a 
trial  by  the  perfon  \^hom  he  robs ;  and  the  fear  of  the 
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fword  or  the  cane,  hath  often  kept  villains  within  bounds, 
who  are  invulnerable  to  the  attacks  of  the  law. 

Chi  fa  fua  vendetta,  okra  che  ofFende 

Chi  1  offefo  ha,  da  molti  fi  difende.  Ariosto. 

Being  fatisfied  that  the  Adventure  had  fafely  failed  from 
Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  by  the  figns  of  Peeterre,  we 
took  the  opportunity  of  a  fair  day  to  vifit  the  innermoft  re¬ 
cedes  of  Weft  Bay,  in  order  to  be  convinced,  if  poflible, 
whether  there  was  any  probability  that  the  hogs  and  fowls, 
brought  thither  almoft  a  year  before,  would  ever  ftock  thefe 
wild  woods  with  numerous  breeds.  We  came  to  the  fpot 
where  we  had  left  them,  but  faw  not  the  lead  veftiges  of 
their  having  been  on  the  beach,  nor  did  it  appear  that  any 
of  the  natives  had  vifited  this  remote  place  ;  from  whence  we 
have  fome  room  to  hope,  that  the  animals  had  retreated 
into  the  thickeft  part  of  the  woods.  We  afterwards  found 
a  few  families  of  the  natives  in  an  oppofite  part  of  the  bay, 
who  furnifhed  us  with  abundance  of  fifh. 

We  went  to  Grafs  Cove  on  the  ad  of  November,  having 
had  rainy  and  ftormy  weather  after  our  excurfion  to  Weft  Bay. 
Ignorant  of  the  dreadful  tragedy  which  had  there  been 
aefted,  we  landed  in  all  the  creeks  thereabouts,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  far  into  the  country,  feeing  feveral  paths  which  led 
up  the  hills,  but  meeting  no  inhabitants.  We  fliot  here 
about  thirty  birds,  amongft  which  were  a  dozen  pigeons, 

O  o  o  2  that 
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that  frequented  this  fpot  on  account  of  a  fpecies  of  fophora- 
tree,  of  which  they  confumed  the  leaves  and  feeds.  We  re¬ 
turned  in  the  evening  at  eight  o’clock,  finding  a  number  of 
natives  on  board,  who  had  arrived  from  another  part  of  the 
bay.  Thefe  natives  fold  us  no  provifions  like  thofe  who 
came  with  Peeterre,  but  brought  dreffes,  arms,  and  other 
curiofities  ;  captain  Cook  therefore  abfolutely  prohibited  all 

S  '  r  m  a  ■  .  " 

commerce  with  them.  They  returned  to  us  again  the  next 
morning,  but  the  captain  perfified  in  his  refolution  of  not 
admitting  them,  unlefs  they  brought  us  refrefhments.  In¬ 
deed,  this  manner  of  proceeding  was  equally  laudable  and 
necelfary ;  it  required  the  utmoft  exertion  of  authority,  as 
well  as  the  enforcement  of  example,  to  make  the  ftubborn 
failor  take  the  leaf:  ftep  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  health, 
as  foon  as  his  attention  was  engaged  by  the  manufactures 
of  the  natives.  It  is  furprifing  to  what  a  pitch  the  rage  of 
collecting  arms  and  utenfils  had  rifen  among  the  crew. 
During  our  flay  at  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  feveral  of  our 
people  who  were  fent  to  make  brooms,  with  the  boatfwain 
at  their  head,  robbed  the  hut  of  a  poor  native  of  feveral 
tcols,  and  forced  upon  him  fome  nails,  which  they  thought 
an  equivalent.  Fortunately,  the  natives  found  means  to 
complain  to  captain  Cook,  and  the  offenders  were  jufily 
punifhed.  The  crew  of  the  Endeavour  were  not  a  whit 
more  equitable  or  honeft  j  they  robbed  the  wife  ofTuborai 
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Tamaide  at  Taheitee,  and  Teemed  at  New  Zeeland  *  to  think 
they  had  a  right  to  the  property  of  the  natives.  Indeed 
their  chara&er  is  very  uniform,  and  cannot  well  be  other- 
wife  from  their  manner  of  life;  and  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  their  own  commanders  complain  of  the  fame  inhuman 
propenfity  to  dellroy  the  poor  liarmlefs  people  of  the  South 
Seas,  which  I  have  fo  frequently  obferved  in  the  courfe  of 
this  voyage  f. 

The  embargo  which  was  laid  on  the  trade  was  the  rea- 
fon  that  all  the  natives  left  us  on  the  4th,  except  a  Tingle 
.wretched  family,  who  had  not  been  able  to  catch  filh  during, 
the  two  lalt  days,  on  account  of  the  ilormy  weather.  We 
found  them  at  the  Indian  Cove,  feeding  on  inlipid  fern- 
roots,  for  want  of  more  nutritive  food.  Each  of  their  huts 
contained  a  lire,  of  which  the  fmoke  entirely  involved 
them ;  however,  by  lying  down  clofe  to  the  ground,  they 
were  lefs  incommoded  by  the  fmoke  than  if  they  had  fat 
upright.  Notwithftanding  the  inconvenience  of  this  fit  a- 
ation,  there  were  not  wanting  feveral  of  our  fhipmates  who 
readily  took  up  with  the  fame  lodging,  in  order  to  receive 
the  cardies  of  the  filthy  female  inhabitants.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  imagined  that  only  brutilh  Tailors  could  have  fuch 

.5  \ 

*  See  Hawkfworth,  vol  II.  p.  103,  and  136.  We  may  likewife  confult  vol,  IIT. 
p.  659,  where  an  inftance  of  barbarity  is  recorded,  fimilar  to  that  mentioned  in  this 
work,  vol.  I.  p.  282. 

f  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  365. 
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groveling  appetites  ;  but  the  imperious  element,  on  which 
they  are  continually  -  tolled  about,  feems  to  level  all  dif- 
tin&ions.  Indeed,  when  people  habitually  give  full  courfe 
to  their  unbounded  delires,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  they  gra¬ 
tify  one  fenfe  at  the  expence  of  all  the  reft.  The  nations 
whom  we  had  lately  vifited  in  the  New  Hebrides,  and  at 
New  Caledonia,  having  very  wifely  declined  every  indecent 
familiarity  with  their  guefts,  the  moft  loathfome  obje&s  in 
a  New  Zeelander’s  fmoky  and  nafty  hovel,  were  eagerly 
add  relied. 

The  next  day  was  very  fair,  after  an  interval  of  bad 
weather  ;  captain  Cook  therefore  chofe  to  make  an  excur- 
fion,  to  trace  the  end  of  the  found,  which  Hill  remained 
unknown.  We  fet  out  in  a  boat,  and  advanced  a  conlider- 
able  way  towards  fome  canoes  which  were  lilhing.  At 

fight  of  us  the  people  in  them  left  their  employment,  and 

*  ■ 

paddled  away  ;  but  as  our  crew  rowed  very  brifkly,  we 
foon  overtook  them,  and  enquired  if  they  knew  a  paffage 
out  to  fea  through  the  extremity  of  the  Sound.  They 
feemed  not  to  underftand  our  queftion,  but  offered  us  fome 
lilh,  which  they  had  juft  caught.  We  purchafed  a  great 
quantity,  and  found  the  natives  very  friendly  in  their  be¬ 
haviour,  they  having  been  on  board  the  fhip  a  few  days  be¬ 
fore.  Receiving  no  intelligence  from  them,  we  rowed  a 
great  way  higher,  and  paffed  an  arm  of  the  Sound  to  the 
left,  and  feveral  bays  and  coves  on  the  right  hand.  Here 
.  -  meeting 
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*  ^ 

meeting  with  another  canoe,  which  came  up  towards  us, 

we  afked  the  natives  concerning  the  outlet  into  the  fea. 
They  pointed  out  the  left  or  eaftern  arm,  and  told  us  that 
the  other  to  the  fouth  at  laft  ended  in  a  bay,  which  w-as 
every  where  furrounded  by  mountains.  Upon  their  report 
we  {leered  into  the  eaftern  arm,  and  foon  difcovered  a  moil 
fpacious  bay  in  it,  to  the  right  of  which  the  fhores  weie 
every  where  lined  with  natives.  We  landed  at  one  of  the 
moft  populous  places,  and  faluted  by  the  nofe  the  chief  and 
principal  people,  who  ftepped  forward  from  the  reft.  The 
chief  immediately  acquainted  us  that  his  name  was  Tringo- 
Boohee  *.  He  was  a  little  elderly  man,  but  very  a&ive, 
lively  and  friendly;  his  face  was  punctured  all  over  in 
fcrolls,  by  which  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  from  every  one 
of  his  countrymen  prefenr,  who  were  all  much  lefs  disfi¬ 
gured  by  this  operation.  The  women  fat  in  feveral  rows- 
before  their  huts,  and  a  few  of  them  were  known  to  us, 
having  been  on  board  the  {hip  fome  days  before.  They  all 
feemed  to  be  much  better  fituated  than  the  fcattered  fami- . 
lies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  cove ;  their  garb  was  new 
and  neat,  and  the  features  of  fome  much  lefs  difgufting  than 
we  had  generally  feen.  Perhaps  this  was  owing  to  their 
faces  being  clean,  without  being  covered  with  paint,  foot, 

or  other  dirt.  The  number  of  men  encreafed  about  us 

\ 

*  Tringho  Teems  to  be  a  kind  of  title  among  them,  being  affixed  to  feveral 
names  of  their  chiefs. 
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every  minute,  as  we  traded  eagerly  for  fi(h,  which  they 
were  equally  eager  to  fell.  Our  friend  Tringho-Bohee, 
however,  feemed  to  diflike  the  arrival  of  fo  many  peo¬ 
ple,  efpecially  as  the  price  of  his  fifh  fell,  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  the  market  was  better  fupplied.  A  great  num¬ 
ber  of  them  likewife  brought  their  arms  and  clothes 
to  fell,  and  mod  of  them  went  naked,  except  a  fmall 
piece  of  mat  girt  about  the  loins,  this  day  being  re¬ 
markably  mild,  and  the  place  fheltered  from  all  winds. 
After  (laying  here  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  captain 

X 

Cook  reimbarked  with  us,  which  was  the  more  advifeable, 
as  many  of  the  natives  who  arrived  lad,  brought  their 
arms,  and  the  whole  croud  now  amounted  to  two  hundred 
and  upwards,  a  much  greater  number  than  we  had  fufpedled 

the  found  to  contain,  or  had  ever  feen  aiTembled  together. 

/  - 

We  had  already  put  off,  when  a  failor  acquainted  the  cap¬ 
tain,  that  he  had  bought  a  bundle  of  fifh  from  one  of  the 
natives,  for  which  he  had  not  paid  him.  Captain  Cook 
took  the  lad  nail  which  was  left,  and  calling  to  the  native, 
threw  it  on  the  beach  at  his  feet.  The  favage  being  of¬ 
fended,  or  thinking  himfelf  attacked,  picked  up  a  done, 
and  threw  it  into  the  boat  with  great  force,  but  luckily 
without  hitting  any  one  of  us.  We  now  called  to  him 
again,  and  pointed  to  the  nail  which  we  had  thrown  towards 
him.  As  foon  as  he  had  feen,  and  picked  it  up,  he  laughed 
at  his  own  petulance,  and  feemed  highly  pleafed  with  our 

conduct 
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conduct  towards  him.  This  circumdance,  with  a  little 
rafhnefs  on  our  part,  might  have  become  very  fatal  to  us, 
or  might  at  lead  have  involved  us  in  a  dangerous  quarrel. 
If  we  had  relented  the  affront  of  being  pelted  with  a  done, 
the  whole  body  would  have  joined  in  the  caufe  of  their 
countryman,  and  we  mud  have  fallen  an  eafy  prey  to  their 
numbers,  being  at  the  didance  of  five  or  fix  leagues  from 
the  fliip,  without  any  hopes  of  aflidance.  It  was  fortunate 
that  we  were  not  acquainted  at  that  time  with  the  wretched 
fate  of  Mr.  Rowe  and  his  companions  ;  elfe  the  unexpected 
meeting  with  fuch  a  body  of  natives,  would  greatly  have 
alarmed  us,  efpecially  as  it  appears  probable  from  their 
fituation,  that  they  aCted  a  principal  part  in  his  maffacre. 
When  we  confider  the  numerous  opportunities  which  we 
gave  the  natives  to  cut  us  off,  by  leaving  our  boats,  walking 
up  hills,  landing  in  their  populous  fettlements,  going 
among  them  unarmed,  and  the  like  ;  it  becomes  every  mo¬ 
ment  clearer  to  me,  that  their  friendfhip  is  always  to  be 
truded,  unlefs  it  is  infringed  on  our  part,  and  that  accord¬ 
ingly  they  did  not  cut  off  the  Adventure’s  people  without 
provocation.  It  mud  neverthelefs  be  acknowledged,  that 
we  were  peculiarly  fortunate  in  our  excurfions,  which  Provi¬ 
dence  always  guided  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  we  did  not 
fall  unawares  into  the  hands  of  any  families  of  the  natives, 
with  whom  we  had  not  concluded  a  previous  treaty  of 
peace. 
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The  people  at  this  place  agreed  with  thofe  to  whom  we 
had  fpoken  in  the  canoe,  that  the  arm  which  we  had  en¬ 
tered  communicated  with  the  Tea.  We  continued  our  route 
accordingly,  and  obferved  after  fome  turnings,  that  the 
inlet  ran  to  the  northward,  at  the  back  of  Grafs  Cove,  and 
Eaft  Bay.  We  found  in  it  many  coves  and  beaches,  with 
greens,  and  plenty  of  wild  fowl ;  the  water  was  perfectly 
fmooth,  and  the  mountains  formed  many  romantic  prof- 
pefts,  being  clothed  with  fine  forefts.  Having  advanced 
about  three  leagues  from  Tringo-Boohee’s  fettlement, 
which  the  natives  call  Ko-Haghee-nooee,  we  began  to  fee 
many  fhags,  with  a  double  crefl,  a  fpecies  which  always 
builds  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fea.  A  few  moments  after¬ 
wards  we  alfo  faw  breakers  at  the  farther  end  of  the  inlet, 
which  fully  confirmed  the  accounts  of  the  natives.  On 
the  left,  or  at  the  back  of  Grafs  Cove,  we  faw  a  hippah% 
built  on  a  high  rock  which  flood  in  a  manner  infulated, 
on  a  fine  fpot  of  level  land.  The  whole  fort  was  fur- 
rounded  with  many  tall  poles,  and  appeared  to  be  in  very 
good  order.  Having  left  it  at  fome  diftance,  (for  it  lay  in 
a  kind  of  bay)  we  faw  the  outlet  into  Cook’s  Strait,  and 
found  it  a  very  narrow  pafTage ;  before  it  lay  many  dan¬ 
gerous  and  lofty  rocks,  upon  which  a  dreadful  furf  broke 
continually.  In  the  pafTage,  or  gap  itfelf,  we  had  thirteen 
fathom  of  water,  and  obferved  a  flrong  tide  running 
paft.  We  had  a  fair  view  from  hence  of  the  northern 
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ifland,  and  of  the  flrait  through  which  we  were  to  pafs  kovJmbW 
into  the  South  Sea  for  the  laft  time.  It  was  about  four 
o'clock  when  we  made  this  difcovery,  but  having  the  wind 
againft  us,  or  at  lead  very  uncertain,  we  were  obliged  to 
return  the  fame  way  we  came,  inftead  of  going  round 
cape  Koamaroo,  which  would  have  faved  us  much  time. 

As  we  knew  of  fuch  a  numerous  tribe  of  natives  living 
in  this  neighbourhood,  we  did  not  venture  to  Ray  a  night 
on  fhore  ;  but  palling  the  Hippah,  and  Ko-Haghee-nooee, 
arrived  fafe  on  board  about  ten  o’clock  at  night,  having 
failed  the  whole  time,  and  being  thoroughly  fatigued  with 
our  long  excurfion.  The  new  channel  which  we  had  now 
difcovered,  is  indicated  as  a  bay  in  captain  Cook’s  map  of 
the  Straits,  inferted  in  his  former  voyage,  he  being  at  that 
time  unacquainted  with  its  outlet  into  the  fea. 

The  weather  was  rather  dull  the  next  day ;  however,  our  Sunday  s. 
friend  Peeterre  returned  with  his  family  to  vifit  us.  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook  took  him  into  the  cabin,  and  drelTed  him  in  a 
fhirt,  Rockings,  breeches,  and  coat,  as  a  mark  of  friendlhip 
for  his  affiduity  in  fupplying  us  with  filh.  Peeterre 
feemed  highly  delighted  with  his  new  drefs,  and  valued 
himfelf  upon  being  in  favour  with  us.  As  he  was  con¬ 
tented  with  thefe  prefents,  he  did  not  venture  to  beg  for 

i  '  *  t 

any  others,  but  behaved  with  great  moderation.  He  ac¬ 
companied  us  to  Long  Illand,  where  we  palTed  fome  time  in 
{hooting,  and  then  returned  on  board  to  dinner,  of  which 
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Peeterre  partook  with  peculiar  good  manners,  confidering 
his  education.  It  is  fcarce  to  be  doubted,  that  he  felt  the 
fuperiority  of  our  knowledge,  of  our  arts,  manufa&ures, 
and  mode  of  living,  in  fome  degree,  efpecially  as  he  was 
always  remarkably  in  good  fpirits  when  amongft  us ;  but 
notwithftanding  all  this,  he  never  once  expreffed  a  defire  of 
going  with  us ;  and  when  we  propofed  it  to  him,  he  de¬ 
clined  it,  preferring  the  wretched  precarious  life  of  his 
countrymen,  to  all  the  advantages  of  which  he  faw  U3 

v 

poffeffed.  I  have  already  mentioned  in  another  place*,  that 
this  way  of  thinking  is  common  to  all  favages  ;  and  I 
might  have  added,  that  it  is  not  entirely  obliterated  among 
poliftied  nations.  The  force  of  habit  no  where  appears 
more  ftrikingly  than  in  fuch  inftances,  where  it  feems  alone 
to  counterbalance  the  comforts  of  a  civilized  life. 

Peeterre  returned  on  fhore  with  his  comrades  in  the 
evening,  but  came  to  fell  us  fifh  again  the  next  day.  We 
frequently  heard  him  and  the  reft  of  the  natives  finging  on 
fliore,  and  were  fometimes  favoured  with  a  fong  when  they 
viftted  us  on  board.  Their  mufic  is  far  fuperior  in  variety 
to  that  of  the  Society  and  Friendly  Iflands  ;  and  if  any  nation 
of  the  South  Sea  comes  in  competition  with  them  in  this 
refpe<5t,  I  fhould  apprehend  it  to  be  that  of  Tanna.  The 
fame  intelligent  friend  who  favoured  me  with  a  fpecimen  of 

*  See  p.  53. 
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the  fongs  at  Tonga-Tabboo,  (fee  vol.  I.  p.  429),  has  likewife  Novt^b*£Ri 
obligingly  communicated  to  me  another  of  the  New  Zee- 
land  mufic,  which  will  be  fufficient  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
tafte  of  the  people.  He  did  not  vifit  the  ifland  of  Tanna, 
but  allured  me  that  there  appeared  to  be  fome  difplay  of 
genius  in  the  New  Zeeland  tunes,  which  foared  very  far 
above  the  wretched  humming  of  the  Taheitian,  or  even  the 
four  notes  of  the  people  at  the  Friendly  Illands. 


Of  this  tune  they  continue  to  fing  the  two  firll  bars  till 
the  words  of  their  fong  are  at  an  end,  and  then  they  clofe 
with  the  laft.  Sometimes  they  alfo  ling  an  under-part,  which 
is  is  a  third  lower,  except  the  two  laft  notes,  which  are 
unifons. 


The  fame  gentleman  likewife  took  notice  of  a  kind  of 
dirge-like  melancholy  fong,  relating  to  the  death  of  Tupaya. 
This  fong  was  chiefly  pra&ifed  by  the  inhabitants  round 
Tolaga  Bay,  on  the  northern  ifland,  where  the  people  feem 
to  have  had  a  high  regard  for  that  Taheitian.  There  is  an 
extreme  fimplicity  in  the  words,  though  they  feem  to  be 

metrically 
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metrically  arranged,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  exprefs  the 
feelings  of  the  mourners,  by  their  flow  movement. 

aghee,  matte  awhay  Tupaya  ! 

Departed,  dead,  alas  !  Tupaya  ! 

The  firft  eflfufions  of  grief  are  not  loquacious  j  the  only 

y 

idea  to  which  we  can  give  utterance  is  that  of  our  lofs, 
which  takes  the  form  of  a  complaint.  Whether  the  fim- 
plicity  of  the  tune  is  equally  agreeable,  or  well  judged,  is  a 

queftion  which  I  cannot  pretend  to  determine.  The  con- 
noifleurs  in  mufic  mult  acquit  or  condemn  the  New 

Zeelanders, 


0 

F  ►  . 
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A-ghee  mat-te  a-whay  Tu-pa-ya. 


They  defcend  at  the  clofe  from  c  to  the  ofrave  below  in 
a  fall,  refembling  the  Aiding  of  a  finger  along  the  finger¬ 
board  on  the  violin.  I  fhall  now  difmifs  this  fubjecft  with 
the  following  obfervation,  that  the  tafte  for  mufic  of  the 
New  Zeelanders,  and  their  fuperiority  in  this  refpetfl:  to  other 
nations  in  the  South  Seas,  are  to  me  ftronger  proofs,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  their  heart,  than  all  the  idle  eloquence  of  philo- 
fophers  in  their  cabinets  can  invalidate.  They  have  violent 
paflions  *,  but  it  would  be  abfurd  to  aflert  that  thefe  only  lead 
them  to  inhuman  excefles. 
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We  continued  to  make  feveral  excurfions  along  ffiore, 
and  to  the  iflands  in  the  Sound,  till  the  9th  of  November. 
In  this  interval  we  made  fuch  additions  to  our  botanical 
and  zoological  collections,  as  could  hardly  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  at  fo  early  a  feafon,  and  after  fearching  the  fame 
v  Is  fo  many  times.  We  collected  ten  or  twelve  fpecies 
of  plants,  and  four  or  five  forts  of  birds,  which  we  had  not 
feen  before.  Our  crew  afliduoufly  filled  all  our  water-cafks, 
cut  a  great  quantity  of  wood,  repaired  the  rigging,  and 
fitted  the  lhip  once  more  to  encounter  the  fury  of  fouthern 
gales.  The  quantity  of  fifh  which  the  natives  daily 
brought  for  fale,  allowed  us  to  fait  fo  many  as  to  fill  feveral 
calks  with  them,  which  ferved  as  a  fea-ftock  during  our 
pafifage  to  Tierra  del  Fuego,  kept  extremely  well,  and  were 
very  palatable  to  moft  people.  The  latter  part  of  our  flay  was 
likewife  employed  in  laying  in  an  ample  provifion  of  lhags, 
cormorants,  and  fuch  other  birds  as  we  could  find,  in  order 
that  we  might  prolongas  much  as  poffiblethe  term  of  living 
on  frefh  food. 

On  the  9th,  in  the  afternoon,  we  unmoored,  and  rode 
all  night  at  a  fingle  anchor,  which  we  weighed  the 
next  morning  at  four,  thus  leaving  New  Zeeland  a  third 
time  in  the  courfe  of  one  voyage.  As  often  as  we  had  vifited^ 
this  country,  it  had  abundantly  fupplied  us  with  refreffi-- 
ments,  which  were  particularly  efficacious  in  reftoring 
our  health,  and  banilhing  the  fymptoms  of  the  fcurvy. 

Not 
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Not  only  well-tafted  antifcorbutic  plants,  but  likewife  the 
fifli,  which  are  eafily  digefted,  Teem  to  me  to  have  been  equally 
falutary  reftoratives.  The  keen  air  which  is  felt  in  New 
Zeeland,  on  the  fined;  days,  contributed  not  a  little  to  brace 
our  fibres,  relaxed  by  a  long  cruize  in  warmer  climates,  and 
the  firong  exercife  we  took  was  doubtlefs  beneficial  in  many 
refpedts.  From  hence  it  happened  that  we  always  left  that 
country  with  new  vigour.  If  we  came  in  ever  fo  pale  and 
emaciated,  the  good  cheer  which  we  enjoyed  during  our 
day,  foon  rekindled  a  glow  of  health  on  our  cheeks,  and 
we  returned  to  the  fouth,  like  our  fhip,  to  all  outward  ap¬ 
pearance,  as  clean  and  found  as  ever,  though  in  reality 
fomewhat  impaired  by  the  many  hard  rubs  of  the  voyage. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  attributed  in  part  to  the  healthinefs  of 
the  air,  the  fimplicity  of  food,  and  particularly  its  eafy  di- 
geftion  and  great  abundance,  that  the  natives  have  attained 
a  tall  ftature,  are  mufcular,  well  proportioned  *,  and  well 
formed.  It  appears  indeed  from  many  circumftances,  that 
fifh  are  fo  innumerable  on  their  coafts,  as  to  fupply  them 
with  confiant  food,  in  fufficient  quantity  throughout  the 
year,  efpecially  as  M.  Crozet  and  ourfelves  obferved  that 
they  had  laid  up  a  plentiful  Iharc  of  dried  filh  for  the 
winter. 

*  Except  their  legs,  which  are  ill-fhaped,  from  their  mode  of  fitting. 
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CH  AP.  V. 

*  * 

The  courfe  from  New  Zeeland  to  Tierra  del  Fuego, — Stay  at  Chrijlmas 

Harbour . 

-%  *• 

Barbara  prseruptis  inclufa  eft  (infula)  faxis  : 

Horrida,  defertis  undique  vafta  locis. 

Umbrarum  nullo  ver  eft  laetabile  fcetu, 

Nullaque  in  infaufto  nafcitur  herba  folo.  Seneca 

W  E  cleared  Cook’s  Strait  on  the  10th  in  the  afternoon, 
after  paffing  within  a  few  leagues  of  the  new  in¬ 
let,  which  we  had  difeovered  previous  to  our  departure. 
We  were  becalmed  all  the  next  day  in  fight  of  the  land,  and 
did  not  obtain  a  breeze  till  towards  evening.  On  the  12th 
in  the  morning  we  were  out  of  fight  of  land,  and  fleered 
away  between  the  fouth  and  eaft,  towards  Tierra  del  Fuego. 
We  entered  upon  this  navigation  with  more  chearfulnefs, 
than  upon  the  lafl  fouthern  cruize.  We  were  perfuaded 
that  no  land  lay  in  our  way  to  retard  our  progrefs  ;  the 
weflerly  winds,  which  prevail  in  thefe  latitudes,  were  in  our 
favour  ;  and  we  knew  that  the  hardfhips  of  the  voyage 
were  drawing  to  an  end.  Indeed  we  looked  upon  our- 
felves  as  already  fafe  from  perils,  and  the  hope  of  revifit- 
ing  Europe,  after  many  hazardous  tracks  and  narrow 
VoL  IL  '  '  Q.q<l  efcapes, 
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efcapes,  feemed  to  animate  us  with  new  Promethean  ffrq. 
The  run  from  New  Zeeland  to  Tierra  del  Fuego  furpafled 
our  warmed:  expectations,  and,  confidering  the  conftruction 
of  our  fliip,  which  was  always  reckoned  a  dull  failor,  was 
indeed  one  of  the  quickefi:  paflages  which  can  be  imagined, 
as  we  made  one  day  with  another  upwards  of  forty  leagues. 
We  faw  a  whale  on  the  12th,  about  twelve  yards  long, 
with  an  oblong  blunt  head,  on  which  were  two  longitudi¬ 
nal  furrows,  and  as  many  upright  ridges.  It  had  fmall 
eyes,  two  femilunar  apertures,  from  whence  it  occafionally 

v 

fpouted  the  water,  and  was  mottled  all  over  with  white 
fpots.  It  had  two  large  fins  behind  the  head,  but  none  on 
the  back.  This  extraordinary  creature  feems  to  have  been 
intirely  unknown  before. 

We  had  fprung  a  leak  on  going  out  of  Queen  Charlotte’s 
Sound,  which  we  difcovered  on  the  1 4th  ;  but  it  gave  us 
very  little  uneafinefs,  as  the  water  in  the  pump-well  en- 
creafed  only  five  inches  in  eight  hours.  The  wefterly  winds 
blew  with  aitoniihing  violence,  and  the  breadth  of  the  ocean 
being  very  confiderable,  the  billows  encreafed  to  an  im- 
menfe  fize,  and  feemed  to  be  fometimes  feveral  hundred 
yards  long.  The  fhip  rolled  very  difagreeably  when  the 
wind  was  quite  aft  ;  and  though  it  has  been  fuppofed  that 
a  {hip’s  inclination  in  the  greateft  roll  never  exceeds  twenty 
degrees,  we  have  obferved  it  inclined  above  thirty,  and  fe¬ 
veral  times  even  to  forty  degrees. 

During 
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During  this  run  we  faw  birds  of  the  albatrofs,  petrel, 
and  pinguin  kinds,  almoft  every  day,  and  efpecially  at  equal 
diftances  from  New  Zeeland  and  America,  which  are  about 
fifteen  hundred  leagues  afunder.  On  the  27th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  we  made  a  greater  run  than  ever  was  made  in  our  fliip 
before,  which  confifted  of  1  84  miles  by  the  log. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  after  a  fhort  calm,  we  had  a 
freffi  breeze,  which  continued  to  blow  without  intermiflion, 
but  with  different  degrees  of  velocity,  till  the  1  8th,  when 
we  made  the  land,  a  little  after  midnight,  near  Cape  De- 
feado,  on  one  of  the  weftermoft  illands  of  Tierra  del  Fuego. 
The  fifli  which  we  had  falted  at  New  Zeeland  had  lafted 
during  the  whole  run,  and  we  had  found  great  benefit 
from  living  upon  them  preferably  to  fait  beef  and  pork, 
which  was  now  fio  univerfally  loathed,  that  captain  Cook 
himfelf  declared  he  (hould  probably  never  eat  ft  again  with 
any  degree  of  fatisfa£tion.  The  four-k.rout  had  been  con- 
fiantly  ufed  in  the  mean  while,  and  the  wort  had  been  taken 
as  a  prefervative  by  many  perfons  in  the  fliip.  The  for¬ 
mer  was  ftill  as  good  as  ever,  but  the  malt  was  much  da¬ 
maged,  and  had  loll  part  of  its  efficacy,  by  having  been  put 
up  in  green  unfeafoned  calks.  I  drank  plentifully  of  it, 
but  was  notwithffanding  afflkffed  with  confiderable  fwell- 
ings  in  the  legs,  attended  with  pains,  which  returned  from 
time  to  time. 
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The  part  of  the  world  which  was  now  in  fight  had  a? 

very  unfavourable  afpeft.  About  three  o’clock  in  the 

/ 

morning  we  ran  along  it,  and  found  it  for  the  greateft  pan 
hid  in  a  thick  haze.  The  parts  near  us  feemed  to  be  fmall 
iflands,  which  though  not  very  high,  were  however  very 
black,  and  almoft  entirely  barren.  Beyond  them  we  faw 
fome  broken  high  lands,  which  were  covered  with  fnow, 
almoft  to  the  water’s  edge.  Great  flocks  of  fhags,  fhear- 
waters,  fkuas,  and  other  water-fowl,  in  fome  meafure  made 
amends  for  the  defolate  appearance  of  the  coaft,  as  they 
gave  us  great  hopes  that  we  fhould  meet  with  refrefhments,. 
if  we  could  find  a  harbour.  Few  countries  that  we  touched 
at  are  fo  wretchedly  deftitute,  as  not  to  have  afforded  us 
fome  fupply  of  food,  either  animal  or  vegetable,  by  the  af- 
fiftance  of  which  we  made  fhift  to  keep  ourfelves  free  from, 
a  high  degree  of  the  fcurvy  and  other  diftempers. 

In  the  afternoon  we  palled  the  ifland,  upon  which  Cape 
Noir  is  fituated,  mentioned  by  M.  Frezier.  The  view 
which  he  gives  of  the  land  correfponded  very  well  with 
what  we  faw  ;  and  to  the  N.  E.  there  appeared  to  be  a  long 
inlet,  which  is  dbubtlefs  the  channel  of  St.  Barbara.  In 
the  Spanifh  charts  this  extremity  of  Tierra  del  Fuego  has 
long  fince  been  very  accurately  laid  down  as  divided  into 
many  iflands  and  channels,  which  have  been  explored,  and 
tach  in  particular  named,  by  their  early  navigators.  One 
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of  the  bed  charts  of  this  kind  accompanies  the  SpaniSh  r.  "n' 
rranflation  of  the  anonymous  account  of  Mr.  Byron’s  Voy¬ 
age  round  the  World,  by  Dr.  Cafimir  Gomez  Ortega. 
Agreeably  to  their  discoveries,  we  found  many  Separate 
iflands,  from  the  place  where  we  made  the  coaft  to  Cape 
Noir,  and  fhould  perhaps  have  Seen  many  more,  if  the  wea¬ 
ther  had  not  been  very  hazy. 

We  found  the  land  to  all  appearance  much  more  com¬ 
pact  after  palling  Cape  Noir ;  and  the  next  morning  in  Monday  i9. 
particular,  the  coaft  Seemed  to  be  entirely  conne&ed  ;  the 
mountains  roSe  to  a  much  greater  height,  immediately 
from  the  fea-fide,  and  were  covered  with  Snow  in  every 
part.  The  wind  gradually  leftened,  and  towards  noon  we 
were  entirely  becalmed,  having  the  fineft  fun-lhine,  and 
mild  weather.  Many  forts  of  water-birds  appeared  about 
us  from  time  to  time,  and  feveral  Seals  alSo  Sported  in  the 
water.  In  the  afternoon  about  thirty  grampulTes  were 
Seen  playing  about  us,  chiefly  Swimming  in  couples.  An¬ 
other  calm  Succeeded  again  the  next  day,  though  we  had-  Tuefday*^ 
had  an  eafterly  wind  during  a  part  of  the  preceding  after¬ 
noon.  It  was  very  amufing  to  us,  to  meet  with  mild  wea¬ 
ther  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  tempeftuous  cape,  of 
which  the  name  alone  has  affrighted  the  mariners,  ever 
Since  lord  Anfon’s  voyage.  The  deftru6lion  of  vulgar  pre  ¬ 
judices  is  of  fo  much  Service  to  Science,  and  to  mankind  in. 
general,  that  it  cannot  fail  of  giving  pleafure,  to  every  one 

fenfible. 
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fenfible  of  its  benefits.  We  had  this  day  the  thermometer 
at  43°  which,  confidering  the  neighbourhood  of  the  huge 
heaps  of  fnow  on  fhore,  was  very  moderate.  This  part  of  the 

'  1 

world  has  been  called  the  Coafl  of  Defolation  by  the  navi¬ 
gators  who  firfl  vifited  it,  and  feems  fully  to  deferve  the 
appellation.  Here  we  difeerned  nothing  but  vafl  moun¬ 
tains,  of  which  the  fpiry  fummits  were  every  where  co¬ 
vered  with  eternal  fnow.  Along  the  fea,  the  nearefl  rocks 
were  clear  of  fnow,  but  black,  and  dellitute  of  graffes  or 
fhrubbery.  Some  inlets  appeared  in  different  parts,  wTherc 
a  few  iflands  feemed  to  have  a  covering  of  green.  We 
flood  in  to  one  of  thefe  in  the  evening,  having  then  ob¬ 
tained  an  eaflerly  breeze.  A  huge  perpendicular  wall  of 
rock  formed  its  weflern  entrance,  and  captain  Cook  called 
it  the  York  Minfler,  having  difeovered  a  flrong  refemblance 
between  that  Gothic  building,  and  this  dreary  chaotic  rock. 
It  lies  in  SS°  3°  S.  and  700  28  W.  Along  the  coafl  we 
found  regular  foundings,  but  in  the  mouth  of  the  inlet, 
we  could  not  reach  the,  bottom  with  one  hundred  and  fifty 
fathom  of  line.  This  circumflance  had  already  happened 
to  us  before  at  Dufky  Bay  (vol.  I.  p.  123);  but  as  we  faw 

/  -  f  * . . ■  -v  11  y*  SflHCRKiUl 

a  very  fpacious  found  before  us,  we  ventured  to  Hand  on, 

x  .  L.  k'ttj  '  % 

amidfl  different  rude  iflands,  on  which  the  fummits  of 
hills  were  fometimes  capt  with  fnow.  A  boat  was  hoifted 
out,  in  which  my  father  accompanied  fome  of  the  lieu¬ 
tenants,  who  endeavoured  to  fhoot  birds,  but  brought  only 
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one  on  board.  After  being  much  retarded  by  calms,  we 
arrived  about  nine  o’clock  in  a  fmall  cove,  indifferently 
fheltered  either  from  wind  or  fea,  but  a  welcome  place  of 
refuge  on  account  of  the  approach  of  night.  Here,  then 
we  dropped  the  anchor,  which  had  been  a  weigh  only  forty- 
one  days,  during  which  we  had  croffed  the  South  Sea  in 
its  full  extent,  from  New  Zeeland  to  Cape  Defeado. 

The  next  morning  captain  Cook,  accompanied  by  feveral 
officers,  as  well  as  my  father,  Dr.  Sparrman,  and  myfelf, 
went  in  a  boat  in  quell  of  a  more  fafe  and  convenient 
anchorage.  We  only  rowed  round  a  (ingle  point  of  the 
iffand  under  which  our  (hip  lay,  and  immediately  found  a 
fine  cove  (heltered  from  all  winds,  and  perfectly  land- locked, 
with  a  little  rill  of  water,  and  a  (hrubbery.  The  weather 
was  mild  confidering  the  climate,  and  feveral  birds  were 
heard  on  the  (hore.  We  found  many  little  clefts,  which 
cannot  properly  be  called  vallies,  where  a  few  fhrubs  of 
different  fpecies,  fprung  up  in  a  thin  layer  of  fwampy  foil 
being  defended  againft  the  violence  of  dorms,  and  expofcd 
to  the  genial  influence  of  reverberated  fun-beams.  The 
rock  of  which  the  whole  ifland  confided,  is  a  coarfe  granite, 
compofed  of  feld-fpatb,  quartz,  and  black  mica  or  glimmer. 
This  rock  is  in  mod  places  entirely  naked,  without  the 
fmalled  vegetable  particle;  but  wherever  the  rains,  or  melted 
fnows  have  wafhed  together  fome  little  rubbiffi,  and  other 
particles  in  decay,  it  is  covered  with  a  coating  of  minute 
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R  plants,  in  growth  like  mofles,  which  forming  a  kind  of 
turf,  about  an  inch  or  more  in  thicknefs,  very  eafily  flip 
away  under  the  foot,  having  no  firm  hold  on  the  rock. 
In  flieltered  places  a  few  other  plants  thrive  among  thefe 
mofiy  fpecies,  and  thefe  at  laft  form  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
foil,  for  the  nutriment  of  fhrubs,  efpecially  in  fuch  fpots  as 
I  have  mentioned  before.  Among  them  we  immediately 
found  the  fpecies,  the  bark  of  which  captain  Winter  dif- 
covered  to  be  an  excellent  aromatic,  known  in  the  fliops  by 
the  name  of  Winter’s  bark,  but  frequently,  till  of  late,  con¬ 
founded  with  a  very  different  plant,  th z  canella  alba,  of  Jamaica. 
This  Winter’s  bark-tree  grows  on  the  Chores  of  thefiraits  of 
Magalhaens,  and  on  the  eaftern  parts  of  Tierra  del  Fuego, 
to  a  (lately  fize ;  but  in  this  barren  part  we  never  faw  it  un¬ 
der  any  other  form  than  that  of  a  fhrub,  about  ten  feet 
high,  crooked  and  fhapelefs.  Barren  as  thefe  rocks  ap¬ 
peared,  yet  almoft  every  plant  which  we  gathered  on  them 
was  new  to  us,  and  fome  fpecies  were  remarkable  for  the 
beauty  of  their  flowers,  or  their  fmell.  A  new  fpecies  of 
geefe,  a  fort  of  (hags,  the  black  oyfter-catchers,  or  fea-pies, 
and  feverai  other  birds  dwelt  along  the  fliores,  which  were 
lined  with  immenfe  floating  beds  of  rockweeds.  At  our 
return,  all  our  people  began  to  remove  the  fl>ip  into  her 
new  fituation,  where  (lie  was  moored  in  the  afternoon.  A 
few  final!  fifli,  of  a  new  fpecies  of  cpdj  were  caught  arpong 
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the  weeds ;  but  in  general  every  attempt  to  fupply  the  table 
by  fhhing  proved  unfuccefsful. 

Early  the  next  morning,  captain  Cook  fet  out  to  take 
bearings  in  the  found,  and  we  took  that  opportunity  of 
examining  its  natural  productions.  The  found  is  very  fpa- 
cious,  and  furrounded  to  the  north  and  eaft  by  feveral  ranges 
of  high  mountains,  which  feem  covered  with  permanent 
fnow  and  ice.  In  the  bay  itfelf  are  feveral  iflands  of  con- 
fiderable  elevation,  though  not  equal  to  the  height  of  the 
main  land,  of  which  only  the  highelt  have  fome  fnow  on 
their  very  fummits.  That  under  which  our  (hip  lay  at 
anchor,  was  free  from  fnow,  though  it  feemed  to  be  at 
lead  two  hundred  yards  perpendicular  in  height.  Befides 
thefe  high  iflands,  we  obferved  feveral,  from  ten  to  twenty 
yards  high,  which  lay  in  the  northern  part  of  the  found, 
and  appeared  to  be  almoft  covered  with  verdure  at  a  dif— 
tance.  We  directed  our  courfe  to  one  of  thefe,  about  three 
miles  off,  of  which  the  moffes  and  fhrubs,  upon  nearer 
examination,  feemed  to  have  been  burnt  in  feveral  places. 
The  rock  was  here  a  kind  of  yellowifh  date,  which  lay  in 
horizontal  ftrata,  covered  with  a  much  thicker  flratum  of 
foil,  than  we  had  feen  on  the  other  ifland.  Among  the 
plants  which  grew  on  it,  we  picked  up  fome  new  ones,  and 
on  its  fhores  met  with  a  new  fort  of  fly-catcher,  which  lived 
upon  fheil-fiflh  and  worms,  and  feemed  for  that  purpofe  to 
be  furnifhed  with  a  much  flronger  bill,  than  the  birds  of 
V 6 l .  II.  Rrr  that 
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that  genus  commonly  have.  Rowing  round  one  end  of 
this  ifland,  we  obferved  a  fhrubbery,  or  little  grove  on  a 
point  of  land,  in  the  fliade  of  which  flood  feveral  empty 
huts.  They  refembled  in  fhape  that  which  is  defcribed 
and  drawn  in  the  Endeavour’s  voyage  *,  with  this  difference, 
that  they  were  not  covered  with  feals-fkins,  which  are  perhaps 
put  on  occafionally,  and  deemed  too  valuable  to  be  left 
behind.  They  were  only  fkeletons  of  huts,  confiding  of 
boughs  of  trees,  which  for  the  greatefl  part  had  frefli  green 
foliage  on  them;  a  fign  that  the  natives  had  but  lately 
made  them.  On  entering  this  found,  and  taking  notice  of 
its  dreary,  defolate  appearance,  we  had  fuppofed  that  the 
natives  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  never  touch  upon  this  in- 
hofpitable  parr,  but  confine  themfelves  to  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  the  Straits  of  Magalhaens,  and  to  the  eaflern  fide  of 
Tierra  del  Fuego;  but  it  feems  that  human  nature  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  withflanding  the  greatefl  inclemencies  of  weather, 
and  of  fupporting  its  exiflence  alike  in  the  burning  fands 
of  Africa,  and  in  the  frozen  extremities  of  the  globe.  We 
landed  on  feveral  other  iflands,  from  whence  we  had  a  molt 
extenfive  view  acrofs  the'  found,  which  looked  wild  and 
horrid  in  its  wintery  drefs.  This  was  however,  the  firfl 
fummer  month  of  thefe  regions  ;  mofl  of  the  plants  we 
fa w  were  in  flower,  and  the  birds  were  every  where  bringing 
up  their  young.  From  thence  we  may  eafily  form  an 


*  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II. 
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adequate  idea  of  the  torpid  Rate  of  thefe  regions,  where 
the  fun-beams  cannot  melt  the  fnow,  at  a  feafon  when 
their  influence  is  the  ftrongefl.  The  farther  we  advanced 
from  the  fea,  the  more  fnow  appeared  on  the  mountains. 
In  fome  places  we  faw  cafcades,  and  ftreams  gufliing 
down  over  the  fnow,  efpecially  where  the  rays  of  the  fun 
took  effect  by  being  frequently  refletfted.  We  found  a 
moft  beautiful  cove  on  this  coaft,  which  formed  a  circular 
bafon,  where  the  water  was  fmooth  and  tranfparent  as  a 
mirror.  All  the  lower  parts  were  fringed  with  trees,  which 
we  had  no  where  feen  fo'  tall  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
many  ftreams  ruflied  down  with  great  impetuofity  between 
their  roots,  making  a  mod  convenient  watering-place.  A 
prodigious  number  of  fmall  birds  fat  on  every  branch,  and 
twittered  around  us  in  the  fun -fhine.  They  were  of  many 
different  fpecies,  but  unacquainted  with  men,  hopped  fo 
near  us,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  flioot  them,  efpecially  as 
we  had  now  no  other  than  coarfe  fliot  lefr,  and  that  in  very 
fmall  quantity.  Abundance  of  mofles,  ferns,  and  climbers 
grew  up  between  the  trees,  and  were  no  fmall  impediment 
to  us  in  walking.  Various  flowers  enlivened  thefe  woods, 
and  encreafed  our  colle&ion  with  new  fpecies.  Here  then 
there  was  the  appearance  of  fummer  ;  but  if  we  looked  up 
to  the  monftrous  cloud-capt  mountains  which  formed 
almoft  perpendicular  walls  on  all  fides  of  the  harbour,  and 
beheld  them  ^covered  with  fnow  and  ice,  which  had  fome- 
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times  a  blue,  and  fometimes  a  yellowifh  tinge,  we  thought 
ourfelves  tranfported  to  the  Glaciers  of  Switzerland,  where 
the  feafons  feem  likewife  to  be  loft,  and  confounded  in  each 
other.  The  height  of  thefe  mountains  was  very  confiderable, 
though  not  equal  to  the  Alps,  and  their  fummits  were  di¬ 
vided  into  many  fharp  and  craggy  points,  between  which 
the  interval  was  filled  with  fnow.  We  landed  here,  and 
walked  along  the  fliore  to  another  port,  formed  by  a 
number  of  low  iftands,  which  entirely  fheltered  it  from 
all  winds.  Here  we  met  with  feveral  fpecies  of  wild 
ducks,  and  particularly  one  of  the  fize  of  a  goofe,  which 
ran  along  the  furface  of  the  fea  with  amazing  velocity,, 
beating  the  water  with  its  wings  and  feet.. 

-  -fugit  ilia  per  undas 

©cyor  et  jaculo,  et  ventos  sequante  fagitta*.  Virgil. 

Indeed  its  motion  was  fo  quick,  that  we  faw  it  was  ira 
vain  to  attempt  to  (hoot  at  it ;  a  more  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity  was  therefore  eagerly  wifhed  for.  In  the  fequefc 
we  really  obtained  feveral  fpecimens  of  this  curious  bird,, 
which  refembled  a  duck,  except  in  the  fize,  and  in  the 

extreme  fhortnefs  of  its  wings!  It  had  a  grey  plumage,. 

/ 

with  a  few  white  quill-feathers  ;  a  yellow  bill  and  feet, 
and  two  large,  naked,  callous  knobs  of  the  fame  colour,, 
upon  the  joint  of  each  wing,  at  the  alula.  Our  failors 
called  it  a  race-horfe,  from  its  vaft  fwiftnefs  ;  but  in  the 

Falkland 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


Falkland  Iflands,  the  Englilh  have  given  it  the  name  of 
loggerhead- duck  *.  Befides  this  fpecies,  we  found  num¬ 
bers  of  the  great  gull  or  fkua,  which  had  their  nefls 
among  fome  dry  grafs  on  one  of  the  iflands.  We  were 
fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  an  ifland  entirely  co¬ 
vered  with  the  (hrubs  of  a  fpecies  of  arbutus,  loaded  with 
red  fruit,  of  the  fize  of  fmall  cherries,  which  were  very  well 
tailed,  and  combined  an  agreeable  tartnefs  with  a  fweet  and 
a  bitter  flavour.  The  rocks  of  the  fame  ifland,  at  the  wa¬ 
ter’s  edge,  were  covered  with  large  mufcle-lhells,  of  which 
we  found  the  filh  more  delicious  than  oyfters.  On  thefe 
two  articles,  with  the  help  of  a  few  bifcuits,  and  a  little 
piece  of  falt-beef,  we  dined  luxurioufly,  amidft  the  dreary 
rocks  of  a  country,  which  at  firft  fight  did  not  feem  likely 
to  furnilh  fuch  an  entertainment.  To  add  to  our  good  for¬ 
tune,  we  met  with  feveral  iflands  in  our  return,  covered 
with  excellent  celery,  which,  though  much  fmaller  than 
that  of  New  Zeeland,  was  much  higher  flavoured,  its  juices 
being  probably  more  concentrated.  We  loaded  our  boat 
with  it,  and  returned  late  on  board,  after  being  overtaken 
by  feveral  fmart  fhowers.  On  our  return,  we  found  that 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  fhip  was  very  fenfibly  warmer 
than  the  northern  parts  of  the  found,  where  the  air  was 
refrigrated  by  the  abundance  of  fnow  on  the  mountains'. 

>  v 

*  See  the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions,  vol.  LXVI.  part  i . 
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One  of  the  lieutenants  returned  the  fame  evening  from  an 
excurfion  to  the  north-weftward,  whither  he  had  been  fent 
by  captain  Cook  to  take  the  bearings  of  the  land. 

The  next  day  was  fo  fine  and  mild,  that  feverai  gentle¬ 
men  walked  acrofs  the  ifland  under  which  the  (hip  lay  at 
anchor,  and  {hot  many  little  birds  in  their  excurfion.  Mr. 
Hodges  took  a  draught  of  the  whole  found  from  the  height, 
which  has  a  mod  picdurefque  appearance  in  that  point  of 
view.  It  has  been  engraved  for  captain  Cook’s  account  of 
this  voyage  ;  and  the  print  is  remarkable  for  the  figure  of 
a  falcon  in  the  fore-ground,  which,  from  its  fupernatural 
fize,  feems  to  refemble  the  rukh,  celebrated  in  the  Arabian 
Tales,  more  than  any  bird  of  lefs  fanciful  dimenfions. 
We  met  with  a  mod  beautiful  fpecies  of  hawk  on  Tierra  del 
Fuego,  about  the  fize  of  the  falcon  gentil,  brown,  with  a 
black  cred,  and  the  neck  and  fhoulders  barred  with  a  grey 
and  chocolate  colour ;  the  figure  above  mentioned  may 
perhaps  be  meant  for  this  fpecies. 

We  accompanied  the  captain  this  morning  on  an  excur¬ 
fion  round  the  idand  under  which  the  fhip  lay  at  anchor, 
whild  he  fent  lieutenant  Pickerfgill  to  explore  another  part 
of  the  bay.  The  trouble  of  this  day  we  thought  well  re¬ 
warded  by  a  great  number  of  (hags  which  we  fhot  among 
the  rocks,  where  they  had  built  their  neds  by  thoufands. 
The  power  ofindindt  had  commonly  impelled  them  tochoofe 
for  tlris  purpofe  fuch  places  where  the  rocks  project  over  the 
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fea,  or  where  at  lead  they  rife  perpendicular ;  that  in  cafe 
their  young  fhould  happen  to  fall  out,  they  might  take  no 
hurt  by  dropping  only  in  the  water.  The  date  of  which 
the  rock  confided  in  this  part  was  not  very  hard ;  but  it 
is  neverthelefs  very  furprifing  that  thefe  birds  have  found 
means  to  make  holes  in  it,  or  even  to  enlarge  its  natural 
cavities  fo  much,  as  to  make  room  for  their  offspring  in 
them.  Thefe  fhags  always  returned  to  their  nefts  imme¬ 
diately  after  we  had  fired,  and  flew  fo  heavily,  that  we 
found  not  much  difficulty  to  ffioot  them  on  the  wing. 
The  French  at  the  Falkland  Ifles  have  called  thefe  birds 
nigauds,  or  ninnies,  on  account  of  their  feeming  ftupidity, 
which  could  hardly  be  taught  tofliun  deftrucTion  *  Befides 
thefe,  we  alfo  brought  on  board  three  geefe  which  we  had 
{hot  on  this  excurfion,  and  which  were  very  remarkable,  on 
account  of  the  difference  of  colour  between  the  male  and 
female.  The  gander  was  fomewhat  lefs  than  a  common 
tame  goofe,  and  perfectly  white,  except  the  feet,  which 
were  yellow,  and  the  bill,  which  was  black.  The  goofe, 
on  the  contrary,  was  black,  with  white  tranfverfe  bars,  & 
grey  head,  fome  green,  and  fome  white  quill- feathers.  It 
fhould  feem  that  nature  hath  very  wifely  ordered  this  dif- 
parity  ;  for  the  female  being  obliged  to  lead  the  young 
brood,  its  graver  colour  does  not  fo  eafily  difeover  them  to 

*  See  Dom  Pernetty’s  Voyage  to  the  Malouines. 


>774- 

Decemeer. 


V 


falcons 


4  96 


1774- 

Dec  EMBER., 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

falcons  and  other  birds  of  prey.  I  would  only  hint  this  as 
a  fuppofition  which  requires  farther  confirmation  j  perhaps 
our  underflanding  is  much  too  fhort-fighted  to  affign,  on 
fuch  flight  grounds,  the  true  ways  of  Divine  Providence  in 
the  wonderful  works  of  the  creation. 

After  we  had  returned  on  board,  lieutenant  Pickerfgill 
arrived,  who  had  met  with  a  cove  on  the  eaflern  (bore  of 
the  found,  where  a  prodigious  number  of  geefe  had  taken 
up  their  refidence.  Captain  Cook  being  defirpus  to  procure 
fome  kind  of  refreshment  for  his  people,  and  to  enable  them 
to  fpend  their  Chriflmas-day  with  ehearfulnefs,  proceeded 
towards  that  place  the  next  morning,  and  fent  Mr.  Pickerfgill 
thither  in  another  boat  by  a  different  route.  My  father. 
Dr.  Sparrman,  myfelf,  and  one  midfhipman,  accompanied 
the  captain  in  the  pinnace.  We  flood  out  to  fea,  along  an 
ifland  to  the  calf  of  the  fhip,  which  lay  between  us  and  the 
Goofe  Cove.  It  happened  very  fortunately  that  we  took 
this  courfe,  without  which  we  fliould  probably  have  made 
a  very  unfuccefsful  excurfion.  But  along  the  whole  fouth- 
ern  extremity  of  the  ifland,  extending  at  leaf!  four  or  five 
miles,  we  faw  prodigious  numbers  of  geefe,  which  fuffered 
us  to  come  clofe  to  them.  We  perceived  that  they  were, 
for  the  greated  parr,  young  birds  of  the  laft  year’s  brood, 
which  moulted  their  feathers  in  this  place,  and  having  lo.fj 
their  quill-feathers,  could  not  fly  to  any  great  diflance.  If 
sye  had  been  apprifed  of  this  circu.mflance  at  firfl,  we 
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alight  have  taken  greater  fpoils  than  we  did  ;  however,  ,,  1774 
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after  toiling  till  funfer,  we  had  colle&ed  no  lefs  than  fixty- 
three  geefe,  which  enabled  us  to  give  a  frefli  meal  to  every 
man  on  board.  The  fport  of  the  day  was  extremely  enter¬ 
taining  \  for  though  the  object  of  our  million  was  variety, 
yet  our  principles  were  not  yet  fufficiently  fancTified,  to  re- 
fufe  a  good  meal  when  it  was  offered  *  We  found  many 
deep  caverns  in  the  rock,  which  vaulted  fometimes  thirty 
yards  over  our  heads ;  and  the  fwell  being  rather  moderate, 
we  could  often  enter  into  thefe  dark  places  with  the  boat, 
and  were  always  amply  rewarded  for  our  trouble  by  meet¬ 
ing  with  a  number  of  birds.  Several  of  thefe  caverns  were 
forty  or  fifty  yards  in  length,  and  the  rocky  walls,  about 
their  entrance,  were  commonly  the  abode  of  fhags,  to  which 
we  paid  no  attention  at  prefent.  The  Hate  of  which  many 
of  thefe  rocks  confift  had  likewife  huge  chafms  and  cre¬ 
vices,  which  commonly  proved  fatal  to  the  geefe,  as  they 
could  feldom  fly  over,  but  fell  between  them,  and  were 
taken  up  alive  by  our  failors,  to  whom  this  employ¬ 
ment  was  an  inexhauflible  fund  of  diverfion.  It  was  late 
in  the  evening  when  we  arrived  on  board,  where  we  found 
lieutenant  Pickerfgill,  who  had  difcovered  a  fmall  ifland  in 
his  way,  almoft  entirely  covered  with  the  eggs  of  fea  f wal¬ 
lows  or  terns.  He  brought  away  about  three  hundred  of 
them,  which  were  in  general  very  fit  to  be  eaten. 

*  See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  III.  p.  502. 
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During  our  abfence  fome  of  the  natives,  in  four  fmali 
canoes,  had  vifited  the  {hip;  they  were  defcribed  to  us  as 
wretched  and  poor,  but  inoffenfive,  and  ready  to  part  with, 
their  fpears,  feal-fkins,  and  the  like.  We  now  regretted 
that  we  had  loft  the  opportunity  of  feeing  them,  but  fortu¬ 
nately  they  returned  the  next  morning,  though  the  weather 
was  rainy.  The  four  canoes  in  which  they  came  were 
made  of  the  bark  of  trees,  which  could  hardly  have  grown* 
in  this  found,  on  account  of  their  fize.  Several  fmali  fticks 
are  the  ribs  which  diftend  this  bark,  and  another  ftick 
forms  the  gunwale,  over  which  they  have  wrapped  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  bark,  and  fewed  it  on.  A  few  ftones,  with  a 
fmali  quantity  of  earth,  are  laid  in  the  bottom  of  each 
canoe,  and  on  this  the  natives  keep  a  conftant  fire.  Their 
paddles  are  fmali,  and  rudely  formed,  and  they  work  very 
ilowly  with  them*  Each  canoe  contained  from  five  to  eight 
perfons,  including  children,  who,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of 
all  the  nations  in  the  South  Sea,  were  very  filent  in  their  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  fhip,  and  when  along  fide,  hardly  pronounced:’ 
any  other  word  than  pejferay.  Thofe  whom  M.  de  Bougainville- 
faw  in  the  Strait  of  Magelhaens,  not  far  from  hence,  ufed 
the  fame  word,  from  whence  he  gave  them  the  general  name 
of  Pecherais.  We  beckoned  to  them  to  come  into  the  fhip,. 
and  fome  accepted  the  invitation,  though  without  the  leaft 
fign  cf  being  pleafed,  and  feemingly  without  the  fmalleft 
degree  of  curiofity.  Their  perfons  were  fhort,  not  excced- 
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sing  five  feet  fix  inches  at  moft,  their  heads  large,  the  face  dk«««. 
broad,  the  cheek-bones  very  prominent,  and  the  nofe  very 
fiat.  They  had  little  brown  eyes,  without  life ;  their  hair-  . 
was  black  and  lank,  hanging  about  their  heads  in  dif- 
order,  and  befmeared  with  train-oil  On  the  chin  they  had 
a  few  draggling  fhort  hairs  inftead  of  a  beard,  and  from  their 
nofe  there  was  a  conftant  difeharge  of  mucus  into  their  ugly 
open  mouth.  The  whole  aflemblage  of  their  features 
formed  the  moft  loathfome  picture  of  mifery  and  wretched- 
nefs  to  which  human  nature  can  poflibly  be  reduced.  Mr. 

Hodges  made  a  moft  excellent  drawing  of  one  of  the  men, 
which  is  extremely  chara&eriftic,  and  the  print  which  Mr. 

Bafire  has  executed  after  it,  for  captain  Cook  s  account  of 
this  voyage,  is  a  proof  of  his  confummate  fkill.  The  fliouU 
ders  and  cheft  were  broad  and  bony,  but  the  reft  of  the  fi¬ 
gure  was  fo  thin  and  fhrivelled,  that  to  have  feen  it  fepa- 
rate,  we  could  not  have  fuppofed  it  belonged  to  the 
fame  perfon.  Their  legs  were  lean  and  bowed,  and  their 
knees  difproportionately  large.  They  had  no  other  clothing 
than  a  fmall  piece  of  old  feal-fkin,  which  hung  from  their 
fhoulders  to  the  middle  of  the  back,  being  faftened  lound 
the  neck  with  a  firing.  The  reft  of  their  body  was  per¬ 
fectly  naked,  not  the  leaft  regard  being  paid  to  what  Eu¬ 
ropeans  would  term  decency.  Their  natural  colour  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  an  olive-brown,  with  a  kind  of  glofs,  which 
has  really  fome  refemblance  to  that  of  copper  ;  but  many 
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December,  of  them  had  difguifed  themfelves  with  ftreaks  of  red  painty 
and  fometimes,  though  feldom,  with  white  ;  from  whence 
it  fhould  feem  evident,  that  the  ideas  of  ornament  are  of 
a  more  ancient  date  with  mankind,  than  thofe  of  (hams 
and  modefty.  The  women  were  nearly  formed  as  the  men* 
though  fomewhat  lefs  in  fiature  ;  their  features  were  not 
lefs  uncouth  and  ugly,  and  their  drefs  exactly  the  fame. 
They  had  only  added  a  fmall  piece  of  feal-fkin,  not  fo  large 
as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  which-  hung  down  before,  fixed 
to  a  firing,  which  was  tied  about  the  waifi.  Round  their 
necks  they  wore  leather  firings,  on  which  they  had  hung 
a  number  of  (hells  ;  and  on  their  heads  they  had  a  kind  of 
bonnet,  confifting  of  a  few  white  quill  feathers  of  geefe^ 
which  they  occafionally  placed  upright  on  the  head,  by  that 
means  giving  them  a  refemblanee  to  the  French  head-drefifes 
of  the  laft  century*.  There  was  but  a  fingle  perfon  among 
them,  who  had  a  fmall  piece  of  a  guanaco’s  fkin  fewed  on 
his  feal-fkin,  to  lengthen  it.  The  children  were  perfectly 
naked,  and,  like  their  mothers,  huddled  about  the  fire  in 
each  canoe,  (hivering  continually  with  cold,  and  jarely  ut¬ 
tering  any  other  word  than  -pcjferay ,  which  fometimes  founded 
like  a  word  of  endearment,  and  fometimes  feemed  to  be 

the  exprefiion  of  complaint.  Thofe  of  the  men  who  had 

\ 

come  on  deck,  fpoke  a  few  other  words,  which  contained 
many  confonants  and  gutturals,  particularly  the  11  of  the. 
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Welch  ;  and  all  feemed  to  lifp  very  ftrongly,  which  contri¬ 
buted  to  make  them  wholly  unintelligible.  They  accepted 
trifles,  fuch  as  beads,  without  Teeming  to  value  them,  but 
at  the  Tame  time  they  alTo  gave  away  their  own  arms,  or 
even  their  ragged  Teal-fldns,  without  the  leaft  concern 
their  whole  character  being  the  flrangeft  compound  of  flu^ 
pidity,  indifference,  and  inadfivity.  They  had  no  other 
arms  than  bows  and  arrows  j  the  former  were  made  of  a 
kind  of  berberry  wood,  very  fmall  and  ill-fhaped ;  and  the 
latter  of  a  different  wood,  between  two  and  three  feet  long, 
feathered  at  one  end,  and  not  pointed.  The  points  are  put 
on  occaflonally,  and  they  carried  them  in  little  feal-fkin 
fatchels,  and  parted  only  with  a  Tingle  one,  which  was  a 
wretched  irregular  triangle  of  black  flate.  Befides  thefe 
they  have  fiffi-gigs,  of  which  the  ftaffs  are  about  ten  feet 
long,  of  equal  thicknefs,  but  angular  inftead  of  being  round, 
and  provided  at  one  end  with  a  Tharp  bone  about  a  foot 
long,  which  has  a  Tingle  barb  on  one  fide,  and  is  occafion- 
ally  tied  on.  Thefe  inflruments  they  employ  to  take  {hells* 
from  the  rocks,  according  to  the  accounts  of  former  voy¬ 
agers  *.  All  thofe  geftures,  which  the  mofl  wretched  na¬ 
tion  in  the  South  Sea  had  eafily  underflood,  were  made  to 
them  in  vain  j  they  feemed  not  to  have  the  mofl  diftam- 
idea  of  teaching  us  their  language,  and  having  probably 
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no  eager  defire  of  pofiefting  any  thing  which  they  faw 
amongft  us,  they  were  not  follicitous  to  make  jhemfelvcs 
intelligible.  All  thofe  who  had  made  the  voyage  in  the 
Endeavour  agreed,  that  the  people  whom  they  had  feen  at 
Succefs  Bay,  lived  much  more  comfortably  and  happily  than 
thefe  wretched  outcafts  *  j  and  upon  comparing  my  ac¬ 
count  with  the  publilhed  narrative  of  that  voyage,  it  will 
eafily  appear,  that  the  Pecherais  of  Succefs  Bay  were  confi- 
derably  more  civilized  (if  I  may  make  life  of  this  term) 
than  thofe  who  fell  under  our  obfervation.  Their  ftature 
was  taller  ;  they  had  contrived  bufkins,  which  fecured  their 
feet ;  they  appeared  to  be  fenlible  of  the  excellence  of  feve- 
ral  European  goods,  and  to  fet  a  value  upon  them  ;  laftly, 
they  were  more  communicative,  and  had  ideas  of  ceremony 
or  civility  ;  whereas  thofe  we  faw,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  felt  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  were  yet  too  ftupid, 
too  indolent,  or  too  wretchedly  deftitute  of  means  to  guard 
againft  it.  They  feemed  totally  infenfible  of  the  fuperiority 
of  our  (ituation,  and  did  not  once,  with  a  (ingle  gefture, 
exprefs  their  admiration  of  the  (hip,  and  its  many  great  and 
remarkable  objects.  I  cannot  figure  to  myfelf  a  more  un¬ 
happy  human  being,  than  one  who  feems  to  be  fo  far  de¬ 
prived  of  reafon,  as  not  to  defend  himfelf  againft  the  in¬ 
juries  of  weather,  whilft  he  feverely  feels  its  effects  ;  and 

.  f  See  Hawkefworth,  vol,  II.  p,  54,- 
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who  is  incapable  of  combining  ideas,  and  comparing  bis 
own  neceflitous  fituation  with  that  of  others  more  happy 
than  himfelf.  If  ever  the  pre-eminence  of  a  civilized  life 
over  that  of  the  favage  could  have  been  reafonably  dif- 
puted,  we  might,  from  the  bare  contemplation  of  thefe  mi- 
ferable  people,  draw  the  moll  Eriking  conclufions  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  our  fuperior  happinefs.  Till  it  can  be  proved,  that: 
a  man  in  continual  pain,  from  the  rigour  of  climate,  is 
happy,  I  fhall  not  give  credit  to  the  eloquence  of  philofo- 
phers,  who  have  either  had  no  opportunity  of  contemplat¬ 
ing  human  nature  under  all  its  modifications,  or  who  have- 
not  felt  what  they  have  feen  *.  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that 
the  confcioufnefs  of  thofe  great  advantages  which  heaven* 
hath  bellowed  on  us,  in  preference  to  fo  many  of  our  ra¬ 
tional  fellow-creatures,  might  tend  to  the  general  reforma¬ 
tion  of  morals  amongfl  us  ;  inftead  of  which,  our  civilized- 
communities  are  flained  with  vices  and  enormities,  un¬ 
known  to  the  wretch,  who,  compared  with  ourfelves,  is 
next  to  a  brute,  being  deflitute  of  that  fuperior  knowledge,, 

✓  '  «•  i  .  I  ,  / 

*  Th-e  ill-natured  fyftem  of  phiTofophy  which  thefe  men  fupport,  is  only  co¬ 
pied  from  Seneca,  who  made  light  of  the  diftreffes  of  others,  being  himfelf  in  af¬ 
fluence.  The  following  paflage  is  very  applicable  to  the  poor  Pecherais,  and  the 
reflexion  at  the  end  is  one  of  thofe  I  allude  to.  Perpetua  illoi  biems ,  trifle  ccelum 
premit ; — imbrem  culma  aut  fronde  defendant  \  nulla  Hits  domicilia,  nulla  fedcs  funt, 

nift  quas  lajjltudo  in  diem  pofuit. - In  alimentis  feras  captant , — vilis,  &  hie  queer  en—- 

dus  rr.anu  vifl us. — Miferi  tibi  videntur  ? — Nihil  miferum  ejl  quod  in  naturam  con- 
fuetudo  per duxit.——  Hoc  quod  tibi  cala/nitas  videtur,  tot  gentium,  vita  eft,- — Seneca  de. 
P-rovidentia.,  See  alfo  Hawkefwqrth,  vul.  II.  p,  59.. 
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of  which,  to  our  fhame  be  it  fpoken,  we  do  not  always  make 
the  hell  ufes. 

Tliefe  wretched  natives  of  a  moft  dreary  country,  fed  on 
pieces  of  feal’s-flefli,  which  being  very  putrid,  were  become 
highly  offenfive.  They  relifhed  the  fat  oily  part,  which 
we  would  rejedt  at  all  times,  and  offered  fome  of  it  to  our 
failors.  It  fhould  feem  that  they  prefer  this  vile  blubber 
by  inffincff,  as  all  nations  in  high  latitudes  are  fond  of  it, 
and  are  faid,  in  fome  meafure  to  feafon  their  bodies  againft 
the  cold  by  this  diet.  The  matural  confequence  of  ,it  was 
an  infix  pportable  rank  flench,  which  exhaled  from  their 
whole  body,  and  which  their  .fleffi,  their  dreffes,  arms,  or¬ 
naments,  and  utenfils  feemed  to  have  thoroughly  imbibed. 
This  odour  was  fo  completely  naufeous,  that  we  could  not 
continue  long  in  their  company,  and  with  our  eyes  fhut, 
could  fmell  them  at  a  confiderable  diflance.  It  almofl  fur- 
paffes  belief,  but  is  neverthelefs  an  undeniable  fadl,  that 
our  boldeft  and  roughefl  failors  were  fo  totally  overcome 
by  this  horrid  exhalation,  that  they  did  not  offer  to  contract 
any  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  women.  Our  people 
offered  them  fait  provifions,  and  rotten  bifcuit,  but  they  fet 
no  manner  of  value  on  this  food,  and  could  hardly  be  per- 
fuaded  to  taffe  of  it.  Did  their  inftintSt  perhaps  teach  them 
that  it  was  more  unwholefome  than  their  own  rotten  feal's- 
ffefh  f—We  did  not  obferve  any  kind  of  fubordination 
among  thefe  people,  whofe  mode  of  life  approaches  nearer 
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to  that  of  brutes,  than  that  of  any  other  nation.  It  is  indeed 
very  probable,  that  they  are  the  miferable  out-cads  of  fome 
neighbouring  tribe,  which  enjoys  a  more  comfortable  life ; 
and  that  being  reduced  to  live  in  this  dreary  inhofpitable 
part  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  they  have  gradually  loft  every  idea, 
but  thofe  which  their  moft  urgent  wants  give  rife  to.  They 
ramble  perhaps  in  queft  of  food,,  from  one  inlet  or  bay 
into  another,  as  we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe  this  found  com¬ 
municates  with  others,  and  take  up  their  winter  refidence 
in  the  leaft  uncomfortable  fpot  of  this  horrid  country.  I 
am  indeed  of  opinion  that  the  rigour  of  the  winter,  is  not 
proportionate  to  the  cold  during  fummer,  particularly  as 
the  thermometricalobfervations  made  in  the  Falkland  Iflands, 
(fee  vol.  I.  p.  499.)  which  are  not  far  from  Tierra  del 
Fuego,  and  nearly  in  the  fame  latitude,  drongly  confirm 
this  fuppolition.  But  allowing  the  winters  to  be  as  mild 
as  poflible,  Hill  however  they  mud  prove  dreadfully  didreff- 
ing  to  thefe  poor  deditute  wretches,  who  have  not  fagacitv 
enough  to  guard  againd  them.  We  are  told  by  the  Dutch 
navigators,  efpecially  admiral  Jacques  THermite,  who  con¬ 
ducted  the  Naflau  fleet  into  the  South  Sea  in  1624,  that 
the  natives  on  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Tierra  del  Fuego 
are  cannibals,  and  kill  each  other  in  order  to  regale  them- 
felves  *.  If  there  be  any  likelihood  that  want  of  food  has 

*  See  Recueil  des  Voyages  qui  ont  fervi  a  l’Etabliflement  de  la  Compagnie 
des  Indes  Orientales,  Amfterd.  1705,  vol.  IV.  p,  702.. 

Vol.  I.  T  1 1 

% 


S°S 


1774,. 

Pecember. 


ever 


5  o6 


T7J4. 

Dl'C  EMBER. 


Monday  a 6. 


Tuefday  27. 


1 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

ever  fuggefted  this  horrid  praHicc,  I  fhould  admit  that  k 
was  poffible,  among  a  fmall  number  of  unhappy  individuals, 
driven  from  more  convenient  feats  to  thefe  barren  extremi¬ 
ties  of  the  world ;  and  in  that  cafe  it  muft  likewife  be  al¬ 
lowed,  that  fuch  a  tribe  cannot  long  continue  in  being. 

The  poor  Pccherais  embarked  in  their  canoes  again 
about  noon,  and  flowly  and  fdently  paddled  away,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  came.  Our  failors  well  pleafed  to 
fee  their  fhip  fafe  at  anchor,  had  already  begun  their 
holiday  the  evening  before,  and  continued  to  caroufe  during 
two  days  without  intermiffion,  till  captain  Cook  ordered  the 
greatefl  part  of  them  to  be  packed  into  a  boat,  and  put 
afhore,  to  recover  from  their  drunkennefs  in  the  frefh 
air. 

On  the  27  th  in  the  morning,  fome  of  the  people  being 
tolerably  fober,  captain  Cook  manned  a  boat,  and  went 
with  my  father,  and  Dr.  Sparrman,  to  the  fame  ifland  where 
we  had  been  fo  fuccefsful  on  the  24th.  He  brought  on¬ 
board  in  the  evening  fome  geefe  and  other  fowls,  which 
were  roafled,  and  preferved  as  a  kind  of  fea-ftock.  In  his 
abfence  the  natives  came  on  board  again,  but  made  a  very 
fhort  flay,  as  nobody  took  any  notice  of  them  on  account 
of  their  infufferable  flench;  The  word  pejferay  which  they 
repeated  from  time  to  time,  was  pronounced;  in  fuch  a 
piteous  tone,  that  we  fometimes  believed  the  natives  were 
begging  ;  but  upon  looking  at  them,-  we  difeovered  no 
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change  of  countenance ;  nothing  but  that  vacant  flare  December 
which  is  the  charatfteriftic  of  the  moft  confummate  ftu- 
pidity. 

Having  completed  our  provifion  of  wood  and  water,  and 
brought  the  tents  on  board,  which  had  been  erected  on 
fhore,  we  failed  the  28th  in  the  morning,  at  eight  o’clock,  wednefd. 
on  our  way  towards  Cape  Horn.  The  refrelliments  which 
we  had  obtained  in  this  found,  which  was  named  Chrift- 
mas  Sound,  and  its  convenient  fituation  for  fhips  coming 
into,  or  going  out  of  the  South  Sea,  make  it  a  very  fit 
place  of  refort.  It  contains  many  excellent  harbours,  and 
has  wood  enough  for  fuel,  though  little  or  none  for  the 
carpenter’s  ufe ;  its  water  is  very  pure,  and  well-tafled,  and 
the  air  though  keen,  is  yet  very  falubrious.  Whilft  we 
lay  in  this  found,  one  of  the  marines  was  unfortunately 
drowned.  He  was  not  miffed  till  two  days  after,  when  an 
enquiry  being  made,  it  was  difcovered,  that  being  much  in¬ 
toxicated  he  had  gone  down  into  the  head,  where  he  had 
probably  flipped  overboard.  It  was  the  fdme  perfon  who 
had  before  efcaped  drowning  off  the  Ifle  of  Irromanga,  and 
who  afterwards  fhot  a  native  of  Tanna.  This  was  the 
fourth  and  laft  man  we  loft  in  the  courfe  of  our  whole 
voyage. 

In  the  afternoon  we  paffed  the  ifland  of  St.  Ildefonfo,  Thurfday 
probably  fo  called  by  Spanifh  navigators  ;  after  which  we 
fleered  to  the  eaft ward  whilft  it  was  light,  and  tacked  till 
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the  day  broke.  At  fix  in  the  morning  we  pafied  Cape  Horn, 
which  is  a  large  black  rock,  at  the  extremity  of  an  ifland,. 
lying  before  the  Nafifau  inlet,  difeovered  by  Jacques  l’Her- 
mite  *.  This  famous  cape  has  hitherto  been  ill  placed  in 
the  charts,  but  the  two  voyages  of  captain  Cook  round  it, 
have  fixed  its  fituation  exa&ly  at  55 °  58' S.  and  67°  46^. 
After  taking  our  leave  of  the  South  Sea,  we  fleered  for  Le 
Maire’s  Strait,  between  Tierra  del  Fuego,  and  Staten  Ifland. 
Towards  evening,  we  came  near  enough  to  obferve,  that 
this  fide  of  Tierra  del  Fuego  had  a  much  milder  afpeft, 
than  that  about  Chriflmas  Sound.  Here  the  land  Hoped 
down  from  the  hills  into  long  level  points,  covered  with 
tall  forefls  ;  and  no  fnow  was  to  be  feen,  except  on  the 
diftant  weflern  mountains.  We  entered  the  ftrait  the  next 
morning,  but  were  becalmed  in  it  almofl  the  whole  day. 
Succefs  Bay  lay  open  to  our  eyes,  and  the  country  about  it 
looked  fo  rich  and  fertile,  that  we  heartily  wifhed  to  make 
fome  flay  there. 

About  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  whilfl  we  were  at 
dinner,  captain  Cook  difpatched  a  boat  to  the  fhore,  in  order 
to  examine  whether  the  Adventure  had  touched  there,  and 
to  leave  fome  account  of  our  palling  the  flrait.  The  fhip 
in  the  mean  while  flood  on  with  faint  breezes  towards  the 

*  See  Recueil  des  Voyages  qui  ont  fervi  a  I’Eftabliflement,  &c.  vol.  IV.  p. 
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fide  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  in  order  to  take  up  the  boat  on  its  December, 
return.  A  number  of  large  whales,  not  lefs  than  thirty,  * 
and  fome  hundreds  of  feals,  played  in  the  water  about  us; 

The  whales  went  chiefly  in  couples*  from  whence  we  fup- 
pofed  this  to  be  the  feafon  when  the  fexes  meet.  Whenever 

t 

they  fpouted  up  the  water,  or,  as  the  Tailors  term  it,  were 
feen  blowing  to  windward,  the  whole  fhip  was  infefled 
with  a  moft  deteftable,  rank,  and  poifonous  flench,  which 
went  off  in  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  minutes.  Sometimes 
thefe  huge  animals  lay  on  their  backs,  and  with  their  long, 
pe<5toral  fins  beat  the  furface  of  the  fea,  which  always 
eaufed  a  great  noife,  equal  to  the  explofion  of  a  fwivel. 

This  kind  of  play  has  doubtlefs  given  rife  to  the  mariner’s 
ftory  of  a  fight  between  the  thrafher  and  whale,  of  which 
the  former  is  faid  to  leap  out  of  the  water,  in  order  to  fall 
heavily  on  the  latter.  Here  we  had  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving  the  fame  exercife  many  times  repeated,  and  difeerned; 
that  all  the  belly  and  under  fide  of  the  fins  and  tail  are  of  a 
white  colour,  whereas  the  reft  is  black.  As  we  happened 
to  be  only  fixty  yards  from  one  of  thefe  animals,  we  per-  • 
ceived  a  number  of  longitudinal  furrows,  or  wrinkles,  on 
its  belly,  from  whence  we  concluded  it  was  the  fpecies  by 
Linnaeus  named  balana  boops.  Befides  flapping  their  fins  in  the 
water,  thefe  unwieldy  animals,  of  forty  feet  in  length,  and: 
not  lefs  than  ten  feet  in  diameter,  fometimes  fairly  leaped 
into  the  air,  and  dropped  down  again  with  a  heavy  fall, 

which 
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which  made  the  water  foam  all  round  them.  The  pro^ 
digious  quantity  of  power  required  to  raife  fuch  a  vaft  crea¬ 
ture  out  of  the  water  is  aftonifhing  *,  and  their  peculiar 
oeconomy  cannot  but  give  room  to  many  reflexions. 

The  boat  which  the  captain  had  fent  to  Succefs  Bay  re- 

/ 

turned  about  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening.  The  lieutenant 
acquainted  us  that  his  boat  had  been  followed  into  the  bay 
by  many  feals,  and  fome  whales,  upon  one  of  which  the 
boat  narrowly  efcaped  ftriking.  He  had  not  found  the 
lead  fign  at  the  watering-place  of  any  European  ihip  haring 
lately  palled  this  way  ;  but  on  landing,  feveral  natives  met 
him  well  drefled  in  guanacoe-fkins,  and  large  cloaks  of 
feal-ikins,  with  a  much  more  chearful  and  happy  coun¬ 
tenance,  than  the  poor  tribe  whom  we  had  left  at  Chriflmas 
Sound.  They  had  bracelets  of  reed,  with  filver-wire 
wrapped  about  it,  to  which  they  often  pointed,  pronouncing 
the  word  pajferay,  and  feeming  to  fet  no  value  on  any  thing 
our  people  had  to  offer.  It  was  concluded  that  they  had 
received  thefe  ornaments  from  the  Spaniards,  either  by 
means  of  fhips  which  had  touched  at  this  bay,  or  indireXIy 
through  the  hands  of  other  tribes  to  the  north  of  the  ftrait 
of  Magelhaens.  After  flaying  on  fhore  two  or  three  mi¬ 
nutes,  our  people  re -embarked,  and  came  on  board.  We 
continued  our  courfe  through  the  Strait  of  Le  Maire,  and  the 
next  morning  ran  along  the  -fhore  of  Staten  Land,  which 
was  wrapped  in  thick  fogs.  Later  in  the  day  the  fog  cleared 
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a  little  away,  and  gave  us  a  view  of  the  land,  which  con-  dumber. 
filled  of  mountains,  to  the  full  as  craggy  and  barren  as 
thofe  of  the  weft  coaft  of  Tierra  del  Euego,  though  not  fo 
high,  and  therefore  lefs  covered  with  fnow*  Several  illands, 
about  thirty  yards  perpendicular  in  height,  lay  off  this 
coaft,  and  feemed  entirely  covered  with  grafs  at  the  top. 

Great  numbers  of  feals  were  feen  about  them  ;  and  as  cap¬ 
tain  Cook  was  in  want  of  oil,  he  thought  he  Ihould  have 
the  bell  opportunity  of  providing  himfelf  with  this  article, 
by  coming  to  an  anchor  fomewhere  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Thefe  illands  were  feen  by  father  Feuillee,  who  has  given  a 
map  of  them  in  his  Voyage  to  Peru,  which  we  found  to  be 
very  erroneous.  After  turning  round  them,  we  perceived 
a  fnug  harbour  on  Staten  Land,  but  captain  Cook  did  not 
choofe  to  put  in  there,  becaufe  he  was  of  opinion  he  might 
be  detained  in  it  by  contrary  winds.  He  therefore  preferred 
anchoring  under  the  lee  of  one  of  the  low  illands  ;  and  as 
the  31ft  of  December  ended  at  noon,  according  to  the  nau¬ 
tical  reckoning,  he  gave  thefe  illands  the  name  of  New 
Year’s  Illands,  and  the  harbour  on  Staten  Land,  that  of  New 
Year’s  Harbour. 
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Stay  at  the  New  Tears  IJlands. — Difcovery  of  lands  to  the  fouthwardx 

Return  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 


V  U  R  boats  were  hoifted  out  immediately  after  dinner, 
and  we  went  in  them  to  the  ifland,  which  was  above  a 
mile  off.  The  rocks  along  fliore  were  covered  with  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  feals,  amongft  which  the  largeft  had  a  long  fliaggy 
mane,  and  therefore  deferved  to  be  called  fea-lions  with 
much  greater  propriety,  than  thofe  fmooth  animals  to 
which  Lord  Anfon  gave  that  name  at  Juan  Fernandez.  In- 

/  r 

deed  many  former  navigators  have  alfo  given  them  that 
name,  though  their  writings  are  little  read  at  prefent*, 

*  Francis  Pretty,  in  Hackluyt,  III.  fpeaks  of  our  fea-lions,  p.  805.  “  Thefe 

feales  are  of  a  wonderfull  great  bigneffe,  huge  and  monftrous  of  fhape,  and  for  the 
forepart  of  their  bodies  cannot  be  compared  to  any  thing  better  than  to  a  lion  :  their 
head  and  necke,  and  foreparts  of  their  bodies,  are  full  of  rough  haire.”  Sir  Richard 
.Hawkins  fays  fomething  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  adds,  that  they  have  whifkers, 
of  which  one  may  make  tooth-picks.— See  Des  BrolTes  Nav.  aux  Terres  Auftrales, 
vol.  I.  p.  244.  Sir  John  Narborough  likewife  takes  notice  of  their  ftriking  re- 
femblance  to  lions;  and  Labbe,  in  the  Lettres  des  Miflionnaires,  tom.  XV.  adds, 
that  the  fea-lion  only  differs  from  the  fea-bear  by  the  long  liair  about  his  neck ;  an 
obfervation  which  is  ftri&ly  true.— See  Des  BrolTes  Nav.  aux  Terres  Auftrales, 
vol.  II,  p.  434. 

We 
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We  put  into  a  little  cove  under  {halter  of  a  few  rocks,  and 
fired  at  fome  of  thefe  fierce  animals,  mofl  of  which  imme¬ 
diately  threw  themfelves  into  the  water.  Some  of  the  mod 
unwieldy,  however,  kept  their  ground,  and  were  killed  by 
our  bullets.  Several  fhowers  interrupted  our  fport  for  fome 
time,  but  the  weather  clearing  up  afterwards,  we  killed 
with  dubs  a  great  number  of  the  fatteft  fea-lions,  which 
our  crew  carried  on  board,  in  order  to  boil  their  blubber 
into  train-oil.  The  old  males  were  in  general  very  fat, 
and  meafured  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  in  length  ;  the  fe¬ 
males  were  more  {lender,  and  from  fix  to  eight  feet  lone 
The  weight  of  the  largeft  male  amounts  to  1200  or 
1  5  00  lb.  for  one  of  a  middle  fize  weighed  5501b.  after  the 
fkin,  entrails,  and  blubber  were  taken  off.  The  head  of 
the  male  has  really  fome  refemblancc  to  a  lion's  head,  and 
the  colour  is  likewife  very  nearly  the  fame,  being  only  a 
darker  hue  of  tawny.  The  long  Ihaggy  hair  on  the  neck 
and  throat  of  the  male,  beginning  at  the  back  of  the  head, 
bears  a  firong  refemblance  to  a  mane,  and  is  hard  and 
coarfe  to  the  touch  ;  all  the  reft  of  the  body  is  covered  with 
fhort  hairs,  which  lie  very  clofe  to  the  {kin,  and  form  a 
hnooth  glofty  coat.  The  lionefs  is  perfectly  fmooth  all 
over  the  body  ;  but  both  fexes  are  formed  alike  with  regard 
to  the  feet,  or  rather  fins.  Thofe  fins  which  originate  near 
the  bread:  are  large  flat  pieces  of  a  black  coriaceous  mem¬ 
brane,  which  have  only  fome  fmall  indiftindt  veftiges  of 
Vql.  If.  U  u  u  nails  ^ 


$1  3 


»774- 

December. 


5*4 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


^  ’774- 
December, 


nails  on  their  middle.  The  hinder  fins  are  rather  more 
like  feet,  being  black  membranes  divided  into  five  long 
toes,  with  a  thin  thong,  or  membrane,  projecting  far  beyond 
the  nails,  which  are  very  fmall.  With  thefe  nails  how¬ 
ever  we  have  feen  them  fcratch  all  parts  of  their  body. 
The  tail  is  exceflively  fliort,  and  hid  between  the  hind  feet 
or  fins,  which  grow  clofe  together.  The  whole  hind  quar¬ 
ters  are  very  round,  being  covered  with  an  amazing  quan¬ 
tity  of  fat.  The  noife  which  all  the  animals  of  this  kind 
make  together  was  various,  and  fometimes  flunned  our  ears. 
The  old  males  fnort  and  roar  like  mad  bulls  or  lions  ;  the 
females  bleat  exactly  like  calves,  and  the  young  cubs  like 
lambs.  Of  the  young  we  faw  great  numbers  on  the 
beaches ;  and  one  of  the  females  being  knocked  down  with 
a  club,  littered  in  the  fame  inftant.  The  fea-lions  live  to^- 
gether  in  numerous  herds.  The  oldeft  and  fattefl  males  lie 
apart,  each  having  chofen  a  large  flone,  which  none  of  the 
red  dares  approach  without  engaging  in  a  furious  battle. 
We  have  often  feen  them  feize  each  other  with  a  degree  of 
rage  which  is  not  to  be  deferibed  ;  and  many  of  them  had 
deep  gafhes  on  their  backs,  which  they  had  received  in  the 
wars.  The  younger  active  fea-lions,  with  all  the  females 
and  the  cubs,  lie  together.  They  commonly  waited  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  our  people ;  but  as  foon  as  fome  of  the  herd  were 
killed,  the  reft  took  flight  with  great  precipitation,  fome  fe¬ 
males  carrying  off  a  cub  in  their  mouths,  whilft  many  were 
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fo  terrified  as  to  leave  them  behind.  When  left  to  them- 
felves,  they  were  often  feen  carefling  each  other  in  the  moft 
tender  manner,  and  their  fnouts  oft  met  together,  as  if  they 
were  killing.  The  late  profeflor  Steller  found  thefe  ani¬ 
mals  at  Bering's  Ifland,  near  Kamtchatka,  where  he  was 
fhipwrecked ;  and  his  descriptions,  the  firft  and  befi  ever 
drawn  up,  correspond  exadlly  with  our  obfervations.  M. 
Pernetty,  in  his  Voyage  to  the  Falkland  Iflands,  has  like- 
wife  mentioned  them  ;  but  his  figure,  which  is  very  inac¬ 
curate,  is  perfe&ly  in  thefiyle  of  all  his  other  drawings,  and 
corresponds  with  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  his  writings  *. 
M.  de  Bougainville,  in  his  Voyage  round  the  World,  alfo 
Speaks  of  them.  They  come  afliore  on  thefe  uninhabited 
Spots  to  breed  ;  they  do  not,  however,  feed  during  their  flay 
on  Ihore,  which  fometimes  lafis  feveral  weeks,  but  grow 
lean,  and  Swallow  a  confiderable  quantity  of  flones  to  keep 
their  Stomach  diftended.  We  were  furprifed  to  find  the 
Stomachs  of  many  of  thefe  animals  entirely  empty,  and  of 
others  filled  with  ten  or  a  dozen  round  heavy  flones,  each 
of  the  Size  of  two  fills  j\ 

*  See  his  Voyage,  Englilh  edition,  p.  240,  and  tab.  15,  fig.  2. 

f  Beauchefne  Gouin,  the  French  navigator,  has  made  the  fame  obfervation,  and 
adds,  “  there  was  fome  appearance  that  thefe  ftones  were  already  begun  to  be  di- 
gefted  j’’  though  I  doubt  whether  this  part  of  the  ftory  will  gain  credit  with  his 
readers.— -See  Des  Brofles  Navig.  auxTerres  Auftral.es,  vol.  II.  p.  114. 
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Having  made  Tome  havock  among  thefe  creatures,  we 
walked  upon  the  fummit  of  the  ifland,  which  was  nearly 
level,  but  covered  with  innumerable  little  mounds  of  earthy 
on  each  of  which  grew  a  large  tuft  of  grafs  (daftyhs  glomerata). 
The  intervals  between  thefe  tufts  were  very  muddy  and 
dirty,  which  obliged  us  to  leap  from  one  tuft  to  the  other. 
We  foon  difeovered  that  another  kind  of  feals  occupied  this 
part  of  the  ifland,  and  caufed  the  mud  by  coming  wet  out 
of  the  fea.  '  Thefe  were  no  other  than  the  fea-bears  which 
we  had  already  feen  at  Bulky  Bay,  but  which  were  here 
infinitely  more  numerous,  and  grown  to  a  much  larger 
iize,  equalling  that  afligned  to  them  by  Steller.  They  are 
however  far  inferior  to  the  fea-lions,  the  males  being  never 

above  eight  or  nine  feet  long,  and  thick  in  proportion. 

/ 

Their  hair  is  dark  brown,  minutely  fprinkled  with  grey, 
and  much  longer  on  the  whole  body  than  that  of  the 
fea-lion,  but  does  not  form  a  mane.  The  general  outline 
of  the  body,  and  the  fhape  of  the  fins  are  exactly  the  fame. 
They  were  more  fierce  towards  us,  and  their  females  com¬ 
monly  died  in  defence  of  their  young.  Great  numbers  of 
a  fpecies  of  vultures,  commonly  called  carrion  crows  by 
the  failors  ( vultur  aura),  were  feen  upon  this  ifland,  and 
probably  feed  on  young  feal-cubs,  which  either  die  in  the 
birth,  or  which  they  take  an  opportunity  to  feize  upon. 
Befides  them  we  alfo  found  a  new  fpecies  of  hawks,  and 

feveral 
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feveral  geefe  of  the  fort  which  had  fo  well  furnifhed  out 
our  Chriflmas  entertainment.  Here  we  likewife  faw  a  few 
pinguins,  of  a  fpecies  which  we  had  not  met  with  before, 
fome  large  grey  petrels  of  the  fize  of  albatroffes,  being  the 
fame  fpecies  which  the  Spaniards  name  que-branta-lmejjos ,  or 
the  bone-breakers,  and  fome  fhags. 

The  new  year  began  with  a  very  fair  day,  though  it 
blew  frefh,  and  the  air  was  fharp.  A  boat  was  difpatched 
to  New  Year’s  harbour,  to  found  and  furvey  it,  but  as  lieu¬ 
tenant  Pickerfgill  had  orders  not  to  make  any  Ray  on  (hore, 
we  did  not  accompany  him,  choofmg  rather  to  take  an¬ 
other  turn  on  the  new  ifland  with  captain  Cook.  The 
flrata  of  this  ifland,  confifted  of  a  yellowifli  clay-ftone,  and 
fometimes  of  a  grey  flate,  both  which  were  of  different 
degrees  of  hardnefs,  in  different  places.-  We  fell  in  with 
many  herds  of  fea-bears,  and  fea-lions,  which  we  did  not 
attack,  as  another  party  was  fent  out  upon  that  errand. 
We  obferved  however,  that  thefe  two  fpecies,  though  fome¬ 
times  encamped  on  the  fame  beach,  always  kept  at  a  great 
diftance  afunder,  and  had  no  communication  with  each 
other.  A  ftrong  rank  flench  is  common  to  them,  as  well 
as  to  all  other  feals ;  a  circumftance  as  well  known  to  the 
ancients,  as  their  inactivity  and  drowfinefs  whilft  they  lie 
©n  fhore. 
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Webfooted  feals  forfake  the  whitening  waves. 

And  fleep  in  herds,  exhaling  naufeous  flench. 

Rowing  along  fhore,  we  fell  in  with  a  fpot  wliGre 
feveral  thoufand  (bags  had  built  their  nefts,  on  thofe  ele¬ 
vated  tufts  which  I  have  mentioned  before.  Here  was  an 
opportunity  to  provide  the  whole  (hip’s  company  with  a 
frefli  meal,  which  was  not  neglected.  The  birds  were  for 
the  greateft  part  fo  tame,  as  to  let  our  boat’s  crew  come 
among  them  with  clubs  and  (laves ;  by  which  means 
feveral  hundreds  of  them  were  killed.  On  this  day’s  ex- 
curfion  we  found  a  bird  of  a  new  genus,  which  was  of  the 
fize  of  a  pigeon,  and  perfectly  white.  It  belonged  to  the 
clafs  of  wading  water-fowl,  its  toes  were  half  webbed,  and 
its  eyes,  as  well  as  the  bafe  of  the  bill,  furrounded  by  many 
little  white  glands  or  warts.  It  had  fuch  an  horrid  of- 
fenfive  fmell,  that  we  could  not  tafte  the  flefh,  though  at 
this  time  we  were  not  eafily  difgufted.  Captain  Cook  ob- 
ferved  the  latitude  on  the  eaft  end  of  the  ifland,  which  was 
a  barren  rock  wholly  covered  with  herds  of  feals,  flocks  of 
gulls,  fhags,  and  other  animals.  We  returned  to  dine  on 
board,  and  then  fpent  the  afternoon  upon  the  ifland  again. 
We  (hot  there  feveral  geefe,  amongft  which  was  a  new 
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fpecies ;  and  were  not  lefs  fuccefsful  among  a  flock  of 
pinguins,  than  we  had  been  among  the  (hags  in  the 
morning.  They  were  of  the  fize  of  fmall  geefe,  and  of 
that  fpecies  which  is  the  moft  common  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  Straits  of  Magelhaens.  The  Englifh  at  the 
Falkland  Iflands  have  named  them  jumping-jacks  *.  They 
fleep  very  found,  for  Dr.  Sparrman  met  one  of  them,  which 
he  kicked  feveral  yards  by  accidentally  Rumbling  over  it, 
without  breaking  its  fleep,  till  by  repeatedly  fhaking  the 
bird,  it  awoke.  When  the  whole  flock  was  befet,  they  alb 
became  very  bold  at  once,  and  ran  violently  at  us,  biting; 
our  legs,  or  any  part  of  our  clothes.  They  are  exceflively 
hard-lived,  for  having  left  a  great  number  of  them,  feem- 
ingly  dead  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  going  in  the  purfuit 
of  the  reft,  they  all  at  once  got  up,  and  walked  off  with 
great  gravity.  The  feals  and  fea-lions  were  likewise  killed 
with  great  difficulty,  but  their  lnout  was  by  far  the  moft 
fenfible  part.  Dr.  Sparrman,  and  myfelf,  were  near  being 
attacked  by  one  of  the  oldeft  fea-bears,  on  a  cliff  where 
feveral  hundreds  lay  aflembled,  which  all  feemed  to  wait 
the  iffue  of  the  fight.  The  Do&or  had  difcharged  his* 
mufket  at  a  bird,  and  was  going  to  pick  it  up,  when  tins  * 
old  bear  growled  and  fnarled,  and  feemed  ready  to  oppofe' 
him.  As  foon  as  I  was  near  enough,  I  fhot  the  furly  crea¬ 
ture  dead,  and  at  that  inftant  the  whole  herd,  feeing  their 

j 

*  See  Phil.  Tranf.  vol,  LX VI.  part,  i, 
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champion  fallen,  hurried  to  the  fea ;  and  many  of  them 
hobbled  along  with  fuch  precipitation,  as  to  leap  down  ten 
or  fifteen  yards  perpendicular,  upon  the  pointed  rocks  on 
the  fliore,  though  without  receiving  any  hurt,  which  may 
be  attributed  to  their  fat  eafily  giving  way,  and  their  hide 
being  remarkably  tough. 

The  chace  of  thefe  animals  afforded  great  fport  to  our 
people  ;  and  the  many  fingular  circumflances  which  mufl 
flrike  the  obferver,  in  contemplating  a  fpecies  of  animals 
aflbciated  into  numerous  herds,  gave  us  much  fatisfa&ion. 
All  thefe  creatures  were  here  in  their  proper  climate  ;  for 
the  feals  and  fea  lions  being  loaded  with  an  immenfe  quan¬ 
tity  of  fat,  and  the  fhags  and  pinguins  with  a  thick  plu¬ 
mage,  felt  no  inconvenience  from  the  coolnefs  of  the  wea¬ 
ther.  The  captain  obtained  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
blubber,  which  was  put  into  calks,  and  afterwards  converted 
into  oil  ;  but  a  difagreeable  putrid  flench  infe&ed  the  whole 
{hip  for  feveral  days  after  leaving  thefe  New  Year’s  Ifles. 
In  the  evening  our  party  returned  from  New  Year’s  Har¬ 
bour,  on  Staten  Land,  which  they  had  found  extremely 
fafe  and  commodious.  They  brought  with  them  fome 
gulls,  and  five  large  ducks  of  the  fhort-winged  fort,  which 
our  failors  called  race-horfes.  Each  of  thefe  weighed  fix- 
teen  pounds,  but  their  meat  was  remarkably  fetid,  and  not 
fit  to  be  eaten.  We  fpent  the  fecond  of  January  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  firft,  flill  making  an  acquifition  of 
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fome  new  fpecies  of  birds,  with  which  this  ifland,  not  with  - 
(landing  its  fmall  fize,  abounded.  Among  the  reft  we 
found  a  fine  fort  of  grey  curlew,  with  a  yellow  neck,  which 
was  one  of  the  ftatelieft  birds  we  had  ever  feen.  The  ve¬ 
getable  productions  of  this  fpot  were  confined  to  fix  or 
eight  fpecies,  among  which  we  faw  fome  fmall  Ihrubs  not 
above  three  feet  high,  and  a  new  plant ;  but  the  grafs 
above  mentioned  (dadlylis  glomerata)  occupied  almoft  the 
whole  furface  of  the  ifland.  In  the  evening  we  hoifted  in 
all  our  boats,  and  the  next  morning  at  three  o’clock  we  fet 
fail,  and  doubled  the  N.  E.  end  of  Staten  Land,  which  is 
named  Cape  St.  John  by  father  Feuillee.  A  prodigious 
ftrong  tide  was  obferved  to  run  paft  our  (hip  every  day 
whilft  we  lay  at  anchor,  at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  miles  an 
hour.  This  is,  however,  fo  much  the  lefs  remarkable,  as 
the  Straits  of  Magelhaens  and  the  eaflern  coaft  of  America, 
in  high  fouthern  latitudes,  are  likewife  known  to  have 
ftrong  tides.  The  New  Year’s  Iflands,  which  we  now  left, 
are  fituated  in  54°  46'  s*  and  6 4°  3°'  W.  The  largeft 
of  them  is  about  fix  leagues,  and  that  under  which  we  lay 
at  anchor  appeared  to  be  between  three  and  four  leagues  in 
circuit.  They  are  excellent  places  of  rexiefhment  for  a 
fhip’s  crew  bound  on  expeditions  like  ours  ;  for  though  the 
flefti  of  fea-lions  and  pinguins  is  not  the  moft  palatable 
food,  yet  it  is  infinitely  more  falubrious  than  fait  meat ; 
and  by  fearching  the  different  iflands,  it  is  not  impro cable 
Vol.  II.  X  x  x  that 
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that  a  fufficient  quantity  of  celery  and  fcurvy-grafs  might' 
be  found  to  fupply  the  whole  crew,  efpecially  as  we  faw 
both  the  fpecies  on  our  excurfions.  Our  feamen  lived  fe- 
veral  days  on  young  fhags  and  pinguins,  of  which  they 
found  the  former  extremely  palatable,  comparing  them  to 
young  pullets.  They  likewife  roafted  feveral  little  cubs  of 
feals,  but  there  was  a  degree  of  foftnefs  in  the  meat  which 
made  it  difguflful.  The  flefli  of  young  but  full-grown 
fea-bears  was  greatly  preferable,  and  tailed  like  coarfe  and 
bad  beef  ;  but  that  of  the  old  fea  lions  and  bears  was  fo 
rank  and  offenfive,  that  we  could  not  touch  it. 

After  ranging  the  eaftern  and  fouthern  coafl  of  Statem 
Land,  till  the  afternoon,  we  took  our  departure,  and  fleered 
to  the  E.  S.  E.  in  order  to  pafs  our  third  fummer  feafon  to 
the  fouthward.  We  had  flrong  gales,  which  carried  away 
a  main-top-gallant-maft,  and  fome  fludding  fail-booms ;  but 
as  the  wind  was  in  our  favour,  thefe  Ioffes  were  effeemed' 
of  little  confequence.  A  halo  of  very  great  circumference 
was  obferved  round  the  fun  on  the  yth.  It  inclofed  a  dark 

area,  but  the  circle  itfelf  was  white,  with  feveral  faint 

* 

prifmatic  hues  on  the  edges.  This  was  reckoned  a  prog- 
noflic  of  florms,  but  we  experienced  mild  weather  for  feve¬ 
ral  days  afterwards,  from  whence  we  may  conclude  how 
far  fuch  figns  are  to  be  relied  upon.  The  latefl  charts  pub- 
lifhed  in  England  and  France,  have  laid  down  a  great  fea- 
coafl  between  40 0  and  s  3°  weft,  in  the  latitude  of  3*4° 

and* 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


and  58°  foutli,  which  they  found  marked  in  a  chart  pro¬ 
jected  by  Ortelius,  in  1586  and  in  that  of  Mercator,  pub- 
lifhed  fo  early  as  the  year  1  569.  It  appears  to  have  been 
difcovered  by  Spanifh  navigators,  as  the  name  of  Golfo  dc 
San  Sebaftiano  feems  to  indicate.  We  pafled  over  that  part 
of  the  ocean,  where  the  weftern  coaft  of  this  gulph  is  faid 
to  be  fituated,  but  did  not  meet  with  any  land.  Captain 
Furneaux  likewife  the  year  before,  pafled  acrofs  both  the 
eaftern  and  weftern  fhores  of  this  gulph,  in  6o°,  and  after¬ 
wards  58°  S.  from  6o°  to  40 0  W.  without  feeing  land. 
It  appears  therefore  that  either  this  gulph  does  not  exift,  or 
that  it  is  not  rightly  laid  down  in  former  charts  ;  and  the 
latter  is  much  more  probable,  fince  it  can  hardly  be  con¬ 
ceived  by  what  means  fuch  a  difcovery  could  obtain  a  place 
in  the  old  charts,  without  fome  authority  to  fupport  it. 

On  the  6th,  at  eight  in  the  evening,  we  changed  our 
courfe,  and  flood  to  the  northward,  having  reached  up¬ 
wards  of  5  S°  S.  without  feeing  any  ice  ;  though  Dr.  Hal¬ 
ley,  in  the  year  1700,  at  the  fame  feafon,  found  abun¬ 
dance  of  ice  in  the  latitude  of  520  S.  A  heavy  dew  fell 
on  the  8th  in  the  evening,  which  is  reckoned  an  indubit¬ 
able  flgn  of  land  ;  and  petrels,  albatrofles,  and  feals  had 
been  feen  from  time  to  time,  ever  fince  we  left  Staten  Land. 

*  See  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  Memoir  of  a  Chart  of  the  Southern  Ocean,  and  the 
Chart  itfelf,  which  bear  an  indifputable  teftimony  of  the  laudable  enthufiafrn  with 
, which  that  gentleman  has  profecuted  his  inquiries  on  this  fubjedl, 
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Having  run  into  540  S.  we  began  to  fteer  to  the  eaftward 
again,  in  fearch  of  the  land  which  was  difcovered  by  M. 
Duclos  Guyot,  in  the  Spanifh  (hip  Lion,  which  failed  from 
Callao  in  Peru,  in  February  1756,  and  pafled  Cape  Horn 
in  the  depth  of  Winter 

Wc  continued  to  Rand  to  the  eaftward,  feeing  many 
birds,  and  now  and  then  pinguins,  and  fea-weeds,  till  the 
1  4th,  in  the  morning,  when  the  officer  of  the  watch  ac¬ 
quainted  the  captain  that  an  ifland  of  ice  was  in  fight.  We 
continued  failing  towards  it  all  day  ;  but  in  the  evening  we 
difcovered  that  what  had  been  taken  for  ice,  was  really  land, 
which  feemed  to  be  of  great  height,  and  covered  with  fnow 
for  the  greateft  part.  By  confulting  the  accounts  of 
M.  Guyot,  it  appears  to  be  certain,  that  this  land  is  the 
fame  of  which  he  faw  the  fouth  end  in  June  1756,  and 
which  he  named  Ifle  de  St.  Pierre.  He  lays  it  down  in  3  85 
1  o'  W.  from  Greenwich,  which  agrees  entirely  with  our 
obfervations  of  the  north-weft  extremity,  and  is  only  be¬ 
tween  thirty  and  forty  leagues  to  the  weft  of  the  longitude 
which  we  affign  for  the  S.  E.  end  f.  Notwithftanding  this 
coincidence,  many  were  ftill  of  opinion  that  we  only  faw 

*  See  a  Collection  of  Voyages,  chiefly  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  Ocean,  pub* 
Jifhed  by  Mr.  Dalrymple,  1775.  The  land  feen  by  Antonio  la  Roche,,  in  1675,, 
appears  to  be  the  fame  with  this  difcovered  in  the  Lion. 

f  See  the  Extraft  of  Mr.  Guyot’s  Journal,  publilhed  by  Mr.  Dalrymple  in 
his  Collection  of  Voyages  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  Ocean,  p,  5,  and  p,  15. 
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a>n  ifland  of  ice ;  and  as  the  wind  was  very  boifterous  the 
next  day,  and  the  weather  extremely  foggy,  the  point  re¬ 
mained  undetermined  till  the  i  6th.  We  had  very  cold 
weather  all  this  time,  the  thermometer  being  at  3410,  and 
great  falls  of  fnow  covering  our  decks.  On  the  1  6  th,  in 
the  morning,  we  had  fight  of  the  land  again,  and  found 
its  mountains  of  a  vaft  height,  covered  with  loads  of  fnow 
and  ice,  in  moft  places  down  to  the  water’s  edge.  The  only 
parts  which  were  clear  of  fnow  were  a  few  black  and  bar¬ 
ren  cliffs,  and  particularly  fome  huge  hollow  rocks,  that 

—  ■  o’er  their  wave-worn  bafis  bowed.-  Shakespeare. 

Towards  the  fouth  end  of  this  land  we  faw  feveral  low 
iflands,  like  the  New  Year’s  iflands,  which  appeared  to  have 
fome  verdure  upon  them,  and  were  therefore  called  the 
Green  Iflands.  As  it  had  been  the  main  objeft  of  our 
voyage  to  explore  the  high  fouthern  latitude,  my  father 
fuggefted  to  captain  Cook,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  name 
this  land  after  the  monarch  who  had  fet  on  foot  our  expe¬ 
dition,  folely  for  the  improvement  of  fcience,  and  whofe 

* 

name  ought  therefore  to  be  celebrated  in  both  hemi- 

# 

fpheres, 

— ■■■  ’  T ua  fe&us  orbis 

Nomina  duget  !  HqrJ 

It  was  accordingly  honoured  with  the  name  of  Southern 
Georgia,  which  will  give  it  importance,  and  continue  to> 
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fpread  a  degree  of  luflre  over  it,  which  it  cannot  derive 
from  its  barrennefs  and  dreary  appearance. 

In  the  afternoon  we  faw  two  rocky  iflands  at  the  north 
end  of  Georgia,  which  lay  about  a  league  afunder,  and  were 
of  a  dull  black  colour..  We  fleered  towards  them,  and 
about  five  o’clock  pafTed  in  the  middle  between  them.  The 
northernmoft  was  a  craggy  cliff,  nearly  perpendicular, 
which  contained  the  nefls  of  many  thoufand  fhags,  and  was 
named  Willis’s  Ifland  ;  it  is  fituated  in  540  S.  and  38° 

2  s'  W.  The  fouthernmofl  Hoped  gradually  to  the  well- 

* 

ward,  being  covered  on  that  fide  with  fome  grafs,  and  with 
innumerable  flocks  of  birds  of  all  forts,  from  the  largefl  al- 
batroffes  down  to  the  leafl  petrels,  for  which  reafon  it  was 
named  Bird  Ifland.  Great  numbers  of  fhags,  pinguins, 
divers,  and  other  birds  played  about,  and  fettled  in  the 
water  around  us,  this  cold  climate  feeming  to  be  perfectly 
agreeable  to  them.  Several  porpeffes  were  likewife  noticed, 
and  many  feals  were  feen,  which  probably  came  to  breed 
on  thefe  inhofpitable  fliores. 

We  ran  along  the  north-eaft  coafl  of  the  land  till  it  was 
dark,  when  we  brought  to,  and  did  not  refume  our  courfe 
till  the  next  morning  at  three  o’clock.  The  afpeft  of  the 
land  was  extremely  unpromiflng  ;  the  mountains  were  the 
molt  craggy  we  had  ever  feen,  and  formed  many  fharp 
points,  between  which  the  intervals  were  filled  up  with 
ffiow.  We  paffed  a  bay,  which,  from  the  number  of  low 

green 
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green  iflands  in  if,  was  named  the  Bay  of  Iflands,  and 
opened  another,  towards  which  we  Rood  with  the  {hipy 
having  foundings  at  the  didance  of  two  or  three  miles. 
About  nine  o’clock  a  boat  was  hoifled  out,  and  captain 
Cook,  accompanid  by  one  midlhipman,  my  father,  Dr, 
Sparrman,  and  myfelf,  went  into  the  bay.  We  founded  in 
the  entrance,  but  found  no  bottom  with  thirty-four  fathom. 
Upon  advancing  into  the  furtheft  recefs  of  the  bay,  we  foon 
obferved  a  folid  mafs  of  ice,  fuch  as  is  found  in  the  harbours 
of  Spitfbergen  *,  in  the  northern  hemifphere.  This  mafs  of 
ice  bore  a  great  refemblance  to  thofe  detached  iflands,  of 
which  we  faw  fuch  numbers  floating  upon  the  ocean  in  the 
high  fouthern  latitudes.  The  {hores  of  the  bay,  nearer  the 
fea,  were  clear  of  fnow,  but  exceflively  dreary,  and  almoft 
perpendicular.  We  landed  in  a  fpot  which  was  perfectly 
fheltered  from  the  fwell,  and  where  the  land  formed  along 
proje&ing  point.  Here  we  faw  a  number  of  feals  aflembled 
on  a  flony  beach,  and  among  them  a  huge  animal,  which 
we  had  taken  to  be  a  rock  at  a  diftance,  but  which  proved 
to  be  exactly  the  fame  animal  with  lord  Anfon’s  fea-lion. 
The  midihipman  {hot  it  through  the  head  whilft  it  lay  fall 
afleep,  and  we  afterwards  found  a  younger  one  of  the  fame 
fort.  It  was  all  over  of  a  dark  grey  colour,  with-  a  flight 
olive  caft,  fomething  like  the  feals  in  the  northern  hernia 

*  See  the  Hon.  captain  Phipp’s  (now  lord  Mulgrave’s)  Voyage  towards,  the 
North  Pole,  1775, 
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tanuvry,  ^P^ere*  ^  likewise  refembled  tbefe  animals  in  the  more 
perfeift  fhape  of  its  fore  feet,  and  the  want  of  external  ears. 
Its  nofe  projected  far  beyond  the  mouth,  and  had  a  loofe 
wrinkled  fkin,  which  may  perhaps  be  occafionally  puffed 
up  when  the  animal  is  angry,  and  will  in  that  cafe  form 
fomething  like  the  creft  which  has  been  figured  in 
the  print  accompanying  lord  Anfon’s  .voyage.  The 
animal  which  we  examinedvwas  about  thirteen  feet  long, 
but  in  proportion,  of  a  more  flender  make  than  the 
fea-lion  with  a  mane,  which  we  faw  at  Staten  Land  *.  Here 
we  likewife  found  a  flock  of  about  twenty  pinguins,  of  a 
much  greater  flze  than  any  we  had  hitherto  feen  ;  they  were 
thirty-nine  inches  long,  and  weighed  forty  pounds.  Their 
belly  was  of  a  moil  enormous  fize,  and  covered  with  a 
vaft  quantity  of  fat.  An  oval  fpot  of  bright  yellow,  or 
lemon  colour,  appears  on  each  fide  of  the  head,  and  is 
edged  with  black,  the  reft  of  the  body  being  of  a  blackifh- 
grey  colour  on  the  whole  back,  and  upper-fide,  and  white 
on  the  belly,  under  the  fins,  and  all  the  fore-part.  Thefe 
birds  were  fo  dull,  as  hardly  to  waddle  from  us  ;  we  eafily 
overtook  them  by  running,  and  knocked  them  down  with 
flicks.  When  we  returned  on  board,  we  found  that  they 
were  mentioned  by  that  great  zoologift  Mr.  Pennant,  in 


*  This  animal,  or  Anfon’s  fea-lion,  (phoca  leonina ,  Linn.)  feems  to  be  the  fame 
which  the  Englifh,  at  Falkland  Ifland,  have  called  the  clapmatch-feal.<— -See  the 
Philof.  Tranfadt,  vol.  LXVI,  part  i. 
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the  Phil.  Tranf.  by  the  name  of  Patagonian  pinguins,  and 
we  likewife  fuppofe  them  to  be  the  fame  fpecies  which 
the  Englifh  at  the  Falkland  Blands,  have  named  yellow, 
or  king  pinguins  *.  The  feals  which  we  found  here, 
were  more  fierce,  than  any  we  had  feen  on  the  New  Year’s 
Illes,  and  did  not  run  out  of  our  way.  The  youngeft  cubs 
barked  at  us,  and  ran  after  our  heels  when  we  pafled  by 
them,  trying  to  bite  our  legs.  They  were  all  of  the  fpecies 
which  I  have  before  named  fea-bears,  (urfme  feals ,  Penn.J 
and  not  a  fingle  fea-lion  with  a  mane,  was  to  be  feen 
among  them.  We  climbed  upon  a  little  hummock,  about 
eight  yards  high,  where  we  found  two  fpecies  of  plants 
one  was  the  grafs  which  grows  plentifully  on  the  New 
Year’s  Illes  ( daBylis  glomerata ) ,  and  the  other  a  kind  of  burnet 
(fangmforba.)  Here  captain  Cook  difplayed  the  Britifh  flag, 
and  performed  the  ceremony  of  taking  poffefiion  of  thefe 
barren  rocks,  “  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and 
his  heirs  for  ever.’’  A  volley  of  two  or  three  mulkets  was 
fired  into  the  air,  to  give  greater  weight  to  this  afiertion ; 
and  the  barren  rocks  re-echoed  with  the  found,  to  the 
utter  amazement  of  the  feals  and  pinguins,  the  inhabitants 
of  thefe  newly  difcovered  dominions.  The  rocks  confided 
of  a  bluifh  grey  Hate,  in  horizontal  flrata,  of  which  many 
fragments  every  where  covered  the  beaches.  As  far  as 

*  Seethe  Philofophical  Tranfa£tions,  vol.  LXVI.  part  j„ 
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we  were  able  to  examine  them,  they  contained  no  other 
minerals  of  any  kind  ;  the  whole  country  being  ufelefs, 
and  frightfully  barren  in  every  refpecft.  We  embarked 
foon  after  with  a  load  of  feals,  pinguins,  and  fhags,  and 
leaving  this  bay,  which  was  named  PofTeftion  Bay,  and  is 
fituated  in  SA°  15'  S.  and  37  0  1  s'  W.  arrived  fafe  on  board 
before  noon.  During  our  flay  on  fhore,  we  faw  fome 
fmall  fragments  of  ice  floating  out  to  fea,  and  heard  the 
huge  mafles  in  the  farthefl  part  of  the  bay,  crack  very  loud 
from  time  to  time.  We  continued  to  coaft  the  land  during 
the  two  following  days,  and  difcovered  feveral  bays  and 
head-lands  upon  it,  which  were  fucceflively  named  Cum¬ 
berland  Bay,  Cape  George,  Royal  Bay,  Cape  Charlotte,  and 
Sandwich  Bay.  The  appearance  of  the  land  was  always 
nearly  the  fame  ;  its  mountains  towards  the  fouth  were 
exceffively  high,  and  divided  into  innumerable  ragged 
points,  like  the  flames  in  a  raging  fire.  Mr.  Hodges  has 
drawn  a  very  maflerly  view  of  part  of  this  coaft,  where  the 
horrors  and  caricatures  of  nature  are  faithfully  copied,  in 
that  great  ftyle  which  is  peculiar  to  him,  and  which  ani¬ 
mates  all  his  views  of  favage  countries.  The  drawings  I 
here  mention  are  engraved,  and  intended  for  captain  Cook’s 
account  of  this  voyage. 

On  the  1  pth  we  reached  the  S.  E.  extremity  of  fouthern 
Georgia,  which  we  now  difcovered  to  be  an  ifland,  between 
fifty  and  fixty  leagues  in  length.  A  rock  which  was  named 

Cooper’s-- 
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Cooper’s  Ifland,  lies  off  the  fouth  end,  in  540  52'S.  and 
35°  S  o'  W.  We  difcovered  at  the  fame  time,  an  ifland  to 
the  fouth-eaftward,  about  fourteen  leagues  diftant,  of  which 
we  could  not  yet  determine  the  fize. 

We  failed  towards  it  on  the  20th  in  the  morning,  after 
having  coafted  the  fouth  end  of  the  Ifle  of  Georgia,  till 
we  came  in  light  of  the  Green  Iflands,  difcovered  on  the 
1 6tli.  The  weather  had  for  thefe  four  days  paft,  been 
extremely  fair,  and  favourable  for  the  purpofe  of  exploring 
this  land ;  the  winds  had  likewife  been  gentle,  and  the  air 
very  mild.  We  had  however,  no  fooner  left  the  coaft,  than 
a  flrong  gale,  attended  with  fogs  and  rains  fprung  up, 
which  obliged  us  to  take  in  all  our  topfails  ;  but  it 
fortunately  was  of  a  fliort  duration,  for  at  midnight  we 
were  becalmed.  The  land  towards  which  we  failed,  was 
fo  much  involved  in  fogs,  that  our  feamen  were  uncertain 
of  the  fituation,  and  continued  to  tack  from  time  to  time, 
in  order  to  avoid  it.  The  fog  continued  during  the  21ft, 
and  2 2d,  and  obliged  us  to  change  our  courfe  very  fre¬ 
quently. 

On  the  23d,  the  fame  thick  weather,  being  attended 
with  a  frefh  breeze,  we  flood  boldly  on  a  tack,  which  all 
on  board  were  firmly  perfuaded,  would  carry  us  direcTly 
from  the  land.  Inftead  of  that,  about  eleven  o’clock, 
lieutenant  Clerke  faw  the  breakers  fcarce  half  a  mile  ahead, 
and  feveral  (hags  came  to  meet  us,  which  feldom  go  to  a 
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January  greater  diflance  from  land.  We  now  difcovered  that  we 
had  very  providentially  efcaped  being  wrecked  on  the 
land,  by  making  the  circuit  of  it  without  knowing  it.  We 
put  about  inflantly  after  this  difcovery,  and  flood  off  and 
on  all  day,  as  well  as  the  next,  becaufe  the  fame  kind  of 
thick  fog,  with  frequent  intervals  of  calm  weather  con¬ 
tinued.  In  the  evening  however,  the  fog  cleared  for  a ' 
little  while,  and  gave  us  a  fair  view,  both  of  the  Ifle  of 
Georgia,  and  of  the  fmaller  one  round  which  we  had 
failed.  We  found  the  latter  of  an  inconfiderable  fize,  and 
furrounded  with  other  broken  rocks  ;  the  whole  dangerous 
group  was  therefore  named  Clerke’s  rocks,  and  lies  in  55 0 
Wednefd.  a5,  S.  and  340  50'  W.  Early  On  the  2  j-th,  we  directed  our 
courfe  to  the  eaflward,  and  afterwards  fomewhat  foutherly, 
in  order  to  make  another  run  towards  the  fouth  before  we 
returned  into  milder  climates. 

It  has  been  fuppofed,  that  all  parts  of  this  globe,  in¬ 
cluding  thofe  which  are  barren  and  dreary  in  the  higheft 
degree,  are  fit  to  become  the  abode  of  men.  Before  we 
arrived  at  this  Ifland  of  Georgia,  we  had  nothing  to  oppofe 
to  this  opinion,  fince  even  the  wintery  fhores  of  Tierra  del 
Fuego  were  inhabited  by  human  beings,  who  were  flill  one 
flep  removed  from  brutes.  But  the  climate  of  Tierra  del 
Fuego  is  mild  with  refpeft  to  that  of  Georgia,  th,p  difference 
in  the  thermometer  which  we  obferved,  being  at  leaft  ten 
degrees.  It  has  befides  the  advantage  of  producing  a 

quantity 


THE  world;- 


43  3 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND 

quantity  of  fhrubbery  and  wood,  fufficient  to  fupply  the 
wants  of  the  natives,  who  are  by  that  means  enabled  to  reft 
fheltered  from  the  inclemencies  of  the  air,  and  to  light  fires, 
which  give  them  warmth,  and  may  ferve  to  make  their  food 
eatable  and  wholefome.  As  New  Georgia  is  wholly  deftitute 
of  wood,  and  of  any  other  combuftible  to  ferve  as  a  fuc- 
eedaneum,  I  apprehend  it  would  be  impoffible  for  any  race 
of  men  to  live  upon  it,  though  they  fhould,  inftead  of  the 
ftupidity  of  the  Pefferais,  be  poffeffed  of  the  ingenuity  of 
Europeans.  The  fummers  of  this  new  ifland  are  rigoroufly 
cold,  the  thermometer  having  never  rifen  ten  degrees  above 
the  freezing  point,  during  our  ftay  on  the  coaft  ;  and  though 
we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the  winters  are  not  colder 
in  the  fame  proportion  as  in  our  liemifphere,  yet  it  is 
probable  there  will  be  at  leaft  a  difference  of  twenty  or 
thirty  degrees.  This  I  think  is  fufficient  to  kill  any  men 
who  may  furvive  the  fummer  there,  fuppofing  them  pro- 
vided  with  no  other  defence  than  that  which  the  country 
affords.  But  South  Georgia,  befides  being  uninhabitable, 
does  not  appear  to  contain  any  lingle  article,  for  which  it 
might  be  vifited  occafionally  by  European  fhips.  Seals, 
and  fea-lions,  of  which  the  blubber  is  accounted  an  article 
of  commerce,  are  much  more  numerous  on  the  defart  coafts  - 
of  South  America,  the  Falkland,  and  the  New  Year’s  Iflands, 
where  they  may  likewife  be  obtained  at  a  much  fmaller 
rifk.  If  the  northern  ocean  fhould  ever  be  cleared  of 
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whales,  by  our  annual  filheries,  we  might  then  viflt  the 
other  hemifphere,  where  thefe  animals  are  known  to  be 
numerous.  However,  there  feems  to  be  little  neceffity  to 
advance  fo  far  fouth  as  New  Georgia  in  queft  of  them, 
fince  the  Portuguefe,  and  the  North  Americans,  have  of  late 
years  killed  numbers  of  them  on  the  coaft  of  America,  going 
no  farther  than  the  Falkland  Iflands.  It  Ihould  therefore 
feem  probable,  that  though  Southern  Georgia  may  hereafter 
become  important  to  mankind,  that  period  is  at  prefent  fo 
far  remote,  and  perhaps  will  not  happen,  till  Patagonia  and 
Tierra  del  Fuego  are  inhabited,  and  civilifed  like  Scotland 
and  Sweden. 

We  Rood  to  the  fouthward  on  the  26th,  with  a  frefh 
breeze,  and  the  horizon  tolerably  clear,  confidering  the 
■ufual  weather  of  thefe  climates,  and  returned  to  our  wonted 
but  loathed  diet  of  falted  meat,  having  eaten  the  laft  pin- 
guin  which  we  had  killed  in  Pofleflion  Bay  ;  however,  the 
expectation  of  a  fpeedy  arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
in  fomc  meafure  alleviated  our  fuflferings.  On  the  27  th 
at  noon  we  had  pafied  the  latitude  of  s^t°  S.  and  faw  fe- 
veral  fulmars  ( procellaria  glaclalis)  which  are  commonly  the 
forerunners  of  ice  in  high  latitudes.  Accordingly  in  the 
evening,  between  flx  and  feven,  we  faw  feveral  iflands  of 
ice,  and  a  quantity  of  loofe  ice.  Fogs  and  wet  weather  fet 
in  this  day,  which  prevented  our  fleering  fo  much  to  the 
fouthward  as  we  had  hitherto  done.  Many  great  majTes 
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of  ice  furrounded  us  on  all  fides  the  next  day,  and  in  the 
afternoon  a  large  bed  of  fraall  ice,  adjoining  to  feveral 
fields  of  ice,  flopped  our  farther  progrefs,  greatly  to  the  fa- 
tisfadlion  of  all  the  crew,  who  were  at  prefent  thoroughly 
tired  of  this  dreadful  climate,  and  exhaufled  by  perpetual 
watching  and  attendance,  which  the  frequency  and  fudden 
appearance  of  dangers  required.  We  had  this  time  pene¬ 
trated  only  a  few  minutes  beyond  6  o°  S.  and  gradually 
fleered  to  the  northward,  as  well  as  the  winds,  the  thick- 
nefs  of  the  weather,  and  the  ice  would  permit.  Many  of 
our  people  were  at  this  time  afflicted  with  fevere  rheumatic 
pains  and  colds,  and  fome  were  fuddenly  taken  with  faint¬ 
ing  fits,  fince  their. unwholefome,  juicelefs  food  could  not 
fupply  the  wafle  of  animal  fpirits.  The  thermometer  flood 
at  350  in  thefe  high  latitudes;  and  this  degree  of  cold,  as 
well  as  the  continuance  of  fnow-fhowers  and  wet  fogs, 
greatly  retarded  the  recovery  of  our  patients.  However,  as 
we  now  fleered  to  the  northward,  we  were  in  hopes  of  foon, 
reaching  a  milder  climate,  fully  perfuaded  that  no  farther 
obflacles  lay  in  wait  to  try  our  patience.  But  we  were  again 
doomed  to  experience  difappointment,  and  difcovered  am- 
other  frozen  country,  which 

Lies  dark  and  wild,  beat  with  perpetual  ftorms 

Of  whirlwind  and  dire  hail  which  on  firm  land 

Thaws  not,  but  gathers  heap,  and  ruin  feems, 

Of  ancient  pile.  Milton.. 
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The  difcovery  of  this  land  happened  on  the  31ft  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  at  feven  in  the  morning,  when  the  weather  was  fo 
hazy,  that  we  could  not  fee  four  or  five  miles  around  us. 
We  ran  towards  it  near  an  hour,  when  we  were  within  half 
a  mile  of  the  rocks,  which  were  black,  cavernous,  and  per¬ 
pendicular  to  a  vaft  height,  inhabited  by  flocks  of  fliags, 
,and  beaten  by  dreadful  breakers.  Thick  clouds  veiled  the 
-upper  parts  of  the  mountains,  but  one  immenfe  peak  ap¬ 
peared  towering  beyond  them,  covered  with  fnow.  It  was 
agreed  by  all  prefent,  that  the  perpendicular  height  of  this 
mountain  could  not  be  far  fliort  of  two  miles.  We  founded 
with  170  fathom  clofe  in  lliore,  and  then  put  about,  dand¬ 
ling  to  the  fouth,  in  order  to  weather  the  weftern  point, 
k which  we  had  now  difcovered.  We  had  not  run  above  an 
hour  on  this  tack,  when  we  faw  high  mountains  to  the 
S.  S.  E.  about  five  or  fix  leagues  diflant,  which,  from  the 
courfe  we  had  kept,  we  mud  have  narrowly  efcaped  about 
midnight.  This  being  the  fouthernmofi  extremity  of  the 
land,  my  father  named  it  Southern  Thule,  a  name  which 
captain  Cook  has  preferved.  It  is  fituated  in  590  30' S. 
and  27?  30'  W.  At  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  put 
about,  and  flood  to  the  northward,  beyond  the  point  which 
we  had  firft  feen.  This  now  appeared  to  be  a  black  rock, 
Separated  from  a  great  projecting  head-land.  The  rock  was 
named  Freezeland’s  Head,  from  a  German  failor  who  firfl 
difcovered  it,  and  lies  in  5 8Q  5/  S.  and  27?  W.  The 

^  head- 


v  • 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 


SZ1 


head-land,  which  has  fince  been  named  Cape  Briftol,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  connected  with  the  Southern  Thule,  by  fome 
lands  which  we  faw  very  far  to  the  eaftward,  forming  a 
fpacious  bay.  Captain  Cook,  however,  did  not  venture  to 
lofe  any  time  in  the  inveftigation  of  this  .coaft,  where  he 
was  expofed  to  imminent  danger  from  the  violence  of 
wefterly  winds.  He  chofe  rather  to  explore  its  northern 
extremities,  which  befides,  were  doubtlefs  the  moft  likely  to 
be  of  importance  to  navigators.  We  kept  at  the  diftance 
of  two  or  three  leagues  from  the  land,  having  little  winds, 
and  feeing  the  coaft  every  where  deep  and  inacceffible. 
The  mountains  appeared  to  be  of  vaft  height,  their  fummits 
being  conftantly  wrapped  in  clouds,  and  the  lower  part  co¬ 
vered  with  fnow  down  to  the  water’s  edge  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  we  ftiould  have  found  it  difficult  to  pronounce 
whether  we  faw  land  or  ice,  if  fome  hollow  rocks  had  not 
Ihewn  their  black  and  naked  caverns  in  feveral  places. 

We  found  ourfelves  abreafl  of  another  projecting  point  in 
the  morning,  which  captain  Cook  has  fince  named  Cape 
Montague,  and  which  feems  to  be  connected  with  Cape 
Briftol,  a  kind  of  bay  lying  between  them.  Beyond  it  we 
difcovered  another  point  to  the  north,  which  upon  our 
nearer  approach  was  found  to  be  a  feparate  ifiand,  and 
named  Saunders’s  Ifland.  It  was  not  inferior  in  height  to 
the  mountainous  coaft  to  the  fouth  of  it,  and  was  covered 
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February  with  fnow  and  ice  in  the  fame  manner.  It  is  fituated  in 
570  48'  St  and  26°  35/  W. 

Thurfday  2.  We  had  little  wind  during  night,  but  with  the  return  of 
day-light,  Rood  to  the  eaftward,  in  order  to  weather  Saun¬ 
ders’s  Ifland.  On  this  courfe  we  faw  two  fmall  iflands  far 

t 

to  the  northward  of  us,  which,  from  the  day,  were  named 
Gandlemas  Iflands.  We  could  not  accomplifh  our  point 
with  a  fingle  board,  but  the  wind  being  contrary,  tacked 
all  the  afternoon,  in  order  to  double  the  northern  extremity 
of  Saunders’s  Ifland.  We  came  very  near  it  feveral  times, 
and  obferved  a  flat  point  or  beach  running  out  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  covered  with  heaps  of  fhingle,  which  were  piled  up 
in  the  wildeft  manner,  and  offered  nothing  but  fliarp  points 
and  ridges  to  the  eye.  The  whole  country  had  the  moft 
defolate  and  horrid  appearance  which  can  poffibly  be  con¬ 
ceived  ;  not  a  fingle  grafs  could  be  difcerned  upon  it,  and  it 
feemed  to  be  forfaken  even  by  the  amphibious  and  lumpifh 
animals  which  dwelt  on  Southern  Georgia.  In  fhort,  we 
could  not  help  applying  to  it,  that  remarkable  exprefUon: 
of  Pliny,, 

Pars  mundi  damnata  a  rerum  natura,  et  dcnfamerfa  caligine. 

Hift.  Nat.  lib,  xv.  c,  36^ 

The  wind  permitted  us  the  next  day  to  approach 
the  Candlemas  Ifles,  in  order  to  afcertain  their  fituation* 

which 
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'  which  we  found  to  be  in  57 0  1  o'  S.  and  27°  6'  W.  We 
now  fleered  to  the  eaftward,  and  loft  fight  of  the  fouthern 
land,  having  doubled  its  northern  extremity.  Captain  Cook 
at  firft  gave  it  the  general  name  of  Snowland,  but  after¬ 
wards  honoured  it  with  that  of  Sandwich  Land.  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  believe  that  this  land  has  been  difcovered  by  thofe 
early  navigators,  who  have  furnifhed  the  geographers  with 
the  Gulph  of  St.  Sebaftian,  and  the  ifie  of  Creffalina.  It 
remains  very  doubtful,  whether  the  different  projecting 
points  of  Thule,  Cape  Briftol,  and  Cape  Montague,  form  one 
connected  land,  or  feveral  diftinct  iflands ; '  and  this  may 
probably  continue  undetermined  for  ages  to  come,  fince  an 

expedition  to  thofe  inhofpitable  parts  of  the  world,  befides 

\ 

being  extremely  perilous,  does  not  feem  likely  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  great  advantages  to  mankind.  It  was  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  our  hazardous  voyage  to  explore  the  fouthern  hemi- 
fphere  to  the  fixtieth  degree  of  latitude,  and  to  afcertain  the 
exiftence  of  a  fouthern  continent  in  the  temperate  zone. 
Our  different  tracks  have  not  only  rendered  it  evident,  that 
a  continent  does  not  exift  in  the  temperate  fouthern  zone, 
but  have  likewife  made  it  probable,  by  advancing  into  the 
frigid  zone  to  feventy  one  degrees  fouth,  that  the  fpace 
within  the  autarkic  circle  is  far  from  being  every  where 
filled  up  with  land.  The  exiftence  of  fuch  a  continent  has 
been  believed  by  the  mod  philofophic  enquirers  of  the  pre- 
fent  age ;  and  this  opinion,  though  now  fo  much  invali- 
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dated,  is  neverthelefs  a  proof  of  their  great  intelligence, 
eonfidering  the  few  data  upon  which  they  could  proceed. 
Without  afcertaining  whether  Sandwich  Land  is  part  of  a 
greater  tradt,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention,  that  one 
of  the  reafons  alledged  in  favour  of  a  continent,  has  lately 
been  overthrown  by  experiments.  It  has  always  been  fup- 
pofed  that  the  ice,  which  is  feen  floating  in  immenfe.  quan¬ 
tities  on  the  fea,  muft  be  formed  on  fliore  from  fnow  or 
frefh  water;  but  it  has  now  been  proved  that  fea-water  will 
freeze,  and  that  the  ice  which  is  thus  formed  does  not  con¬ 
tain  any  particles  of  fait,  except  where  it  comes  in  contact 
with  the  water,  which  introduces  itfelf  into  its  pores  and 
interftices 

The  barrennefs  of  Sandwich  Land,  the  gradual  encreafe 
of  the  nights,  and  the  approach  of  a  more  rigorous  feafon 
in  thefe  high  latitudes,  added  to  the  confideration  that  we 
had  a  long  run  to  make  before  we  arrived  at  another  place 
of  refrelhment,  and  that  our  provifions  were  almoft  ex¬ 
pended,  induced  captain  Cook  to  abandon  the  further  invefti- 
gation  of  the  coaft,  and  to  fleer  to  the  eaftward,  nearly  in 
the  parallel  of  58°  S.  where  we  had  frequent  fnow  Ihow- 
ers,  faw  many  ice-iflands  every  day,  and,  contrary  to  our 
former  obfervations,  found  the  northerly  winds  colder  than 

*  See  Mr.  Nairne’s  Experiments  in  the  LXVI.  voJ,  of  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
e&ions,  part  i, 
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thofe  from  the  fouth  j  on  which  a  ftrong  prefumption  may 
be  founded,  that  there  is  no  land  in  the  laft  mentioned  di¬ 
rection. 

The  four  krout,  that  excellent  antifcorbutic  food,  of 
which  fixty  large  calks  were  put  on  board  our  {hip,  was 
now  entirely  confumed,  and  the  want  of  it  was  feverely  felt 
from  the  captain  down  to  the  failor.  It  enabled  us  to  eat 
our  portion  of  fait  meat,  of  which  it  corrected  the  feptic 
quality.  The  wilh  for  a  fpeedy  releafe  from  this  naufeous 
diet  now  became  univerfal,  and  our  continuance  in  the  high 
latitudes  of  58°  and  si°  was  difagreeable  to  all  on  board. 
On  the  1  jth  we  bore  away  to  the  northward,  having  eroded 
the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  and  on  the  17  th,  at  noon, 
reached  the  parallel  of  M,  Bouvet’s  difcovery  of  Cape  Cir- 
cumcifion,  when  we  again  ran  to  the  eaflward  that  we  might 
not  mifs  it.  The  weather  was  favourable  for  the  purpofe  ; 
we  had  a  fair  wind,  and  could  fee  to  the  diftance  of  eight 
or  ten  leagues.  On  the  1  9th,  in  the  morning,  we  eroded 
the  place  where  this  cape  is  laid  down  by  M.  des  Loziers 
Bouvet,  according  to  his  own  journal *,  without  having  at 
that  time  the  lead  figns  of  land,  or  palling  more  than  four 
or  five  idands  of  ice  in  the  courfe  of  the  whole  day.  We 
continued  to  run  on  in  the  fame  parallel  till  the  2 2d,  hav- 

*  See  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  Cclle&ion  of  Voyages  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  Ocean, 
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ing  then  explored  fix  degrees  of  longitude  to  the  weft  of  M. 
Bouvet’s  fuppofed  land,  and  about  feven  degrees  to  the  eaft 
of  it.  Captain  Furneaux  likewife,  after  failing  over  the 
fpacc  where  the  Gulph  of  St.  Sebaftian  is  delineated  in  the 
charts,  and  paffing  between  our  two  difcoveries  of  Georgia 
and  Sandwich  Land,  crofted  the  meridian  of  Cape  Circum- 
cifion,  in  the  latitude  of  54°  S.  without  meeting  with  land. 
From  the  joint  authority  of  thefe  two  tracks,  we  have  great 
room  to  fuppofe,  that  Mr.  des  Loziers  Bouvet  faw  only  a  field 
of  ice,  with  fuch  huge  mountainous  iflands  of  ice  upon  it, 
as  we  fell  in  with  on  the  1  4  th  of  December,  1772*.  Some 
of  our  officers  were  at  that  time  ftrongly  of  opinion  that 
they  faw  land,  as  the  ice  bore  a  linking  refemblance  to  ir, 
and  the  French  captain  might  be  deceived  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner.  Captain  Cook  was  unwilling  to  leave  it  in  doubt 
whether  there  was  land  or  not  in  the  fituation  of  that  field 
of  ice  feen  in  the  beginning  of  our  voyage  ;  and  therefore 
directed  his  courfe  acrofs  it  on  the  23  d,  without  meeting 
with  any  obftacles  in  his  way,  nor  feeing  a  fingle  ifland  of 
ice  in  the  fame  fpot  which  had  been  covered  with  immenfe 
floating  mafies  about  two  years  and  two  months  before. 
Being  now  well  allured  that  there  was  no  confiderable  land 
in  this  part  of  the  ocean,  we  fleered  to  the  northward,  in 

order  to  make  the  bell  of  our  way  towards  the  Cape  of  Good 

\  • 

*  See  vol.  I.  p.  98. 
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Hope.  The  winds  being  north-weflerly,  and  blowing  very  m1rcSh. 
frefh,  obliged  us  to  make  a  great  deviation  to  the  eafi  of 
our  proper  courfe,  till  the  firfi  of  March,  when  we  could  Wednefd#  i. 
fleer  diredtly  towards  the  Cape.  The  wind,  however,  foon 
fhifted,  and  blew  from  its  former  quarter  at  feveral  inter¬ 
vals.  Its  frequent  changes  occafioned  great  difcontent 
among  our  fhip’s  company,  whofe  expe<5fations  of  putting 
an  end  to  their  diflreffes,  were  wound  up  to  the  highefl 
pitch.  The  clouds  had  perhaps  never  before  been  fo  atten¬ 
tively  examined,  in  order  to  find  fome  prognoftics  of  a 
fair  wind  in  their  appearance,  and  the  general  uneafinefs  and 
impatience  at  an  unfavourable  change  can  fcarcely  be  de- 
fcribed.  Our  voyage  had  now  lafted  twenty-feven  months 
after  leaving  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  fince  which  time  we 
had  not  touched  at  any  European  port,  and  lived  chiefly 
upon  fait  provifions.  The  fum  total  of  all  the  days  which 
we  had  fpent  on  fliore  at  different  iflands,  and  at  very  great 
intervals  of  time,  did  not  amount  to  more  than  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty,  or  about  fix  months.  This  was  the  only 

% 

time  of  refrefhment  in  the  courfe  of  our  long  voyage,  and  • 
yet  during  part  of  this,  efpecially  the  laft  year’s  cruize,  we 

obtained  no  frefh  provifions  at  feveral  iflands.  The  run 

*  % 

from  New  Zeeland  towards  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  by 
far  the  lcngeft  and  mofl  difficult  which  we  had  ever  made  $ 
for  the  trifling  refrefhments  which  we  obtained  in  Chrifl- 

mas  Sound,  and  at  the  New  Year’s  Iflands,  did  not  afford 

the. 
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March.  the  crew  more  than  four  or  five  frefh  meals.  If  we  add  to 
this,  the  deficiency  of  fuch  a  falutary  article  of  provifion  as 
four  krout,  and  the  continual  progreflive  decay  of  our  fait 
meat,  it  cannot  be  very  furprifing,  that  towards  the  latter 
end  of  this  run,  the  hardlhips  of  our  unnatural  fituation 
Ihould  become  more  intolerable  than  ever.  Several  obvious 
reflections  likewife  encreafed  our  uneafinefs,  in  proportion 
as  we  advanced  towards  a  place  which  had  fome  intercourfe 
with  Europe.  All  thofe  who  had  left  behind  them  relations 
and  parents,  were  apprehenfive  that  they  had  loft  fome  of 
the  number  during  their  abfence  ;  and  it  was  more  than 
probable,  that  this  interval  of  time  would  have  diftblved 
many  valuable  connections,  diminifhed  the  number  of  our 
friends,  and  robbed  us  of  the  comforts  which  we  ufed  to 
find  in  their  fociety. 

wednefd.  ij.  Notwithftanding  the  frequent  changes  of  wind,  we  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  northward  fo far,  that  we  began  to  change  our 
cloaths  on  the  15th,  being  then  between  35?  and  36°  S. 
The  next  morning,  at  feven,  we  faw  a  (hip  to  the  windward 
of  us,  and  about  three  hours  afterwards  we  came  in  fight  of 
another  ;  and  the  eagernefs  with  which  every  perfon  on 
board  bent  his  eyes  towards  thefe  welcome  objeCts,  was  the 
ftrongeft  proof  of  that  univerfal  longing  for  an  intercourfe 
with  Europeans,  which,  though  hitherto  filenr,  now  broke 
out  into  loud  and  fervent  willies.  It  was  thought  proper  to 
hoift  Dutch  colours,  upon  which  the  fhip  in  fight  hoifted 

the 
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the  fame ;  we  then  hoifled  the  Britifh  flag,  and  fired  a  gun  M’7R7c?-# 
to  leeward,  but  the  firanger  flill  continued  to  fliew  the  fir  ft. 

As  we  were  now  arrived  in  a  part  of  the  fea  frequented  by 
European  fhips,  captain  Cook  called  together  all  his  officers 
and  failors,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Admiralty  board,  de¬ 
manded  their  journals  and  log-books,  which  were  all  packed 
up  and  fealed.  Thofe  who  did  not  belong  to  the  military 
eftablifhment  *,  were  not  fubjed  to  this  reflri&ion,  but  pre- 
ferved  their  papers,  being  only  requeftcd  not  to  divulge  the 
particular  fituations  of  our  late  difcoveries,  previous  to  their 
arrival  in  England.  The  zealous  and  candid  concern  for 
the  advancement  of  the  fciences,  which  animates  the  BritiHa 
government,  has  not  fuffered  them  to  conceal  the  improve¬ 
ment  which  different  branches  of  knowledge  have  received 
under  their  aufpices  ;  and  it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  fo  laud¬ 
able  and  generous  an  example,  might  be  followed  by  other 
maritime  powers,  who  at  prefent  feem  to  Ileal  into  the  South 
Seas,  and  to  be  afhamed  of  owning  that  they  have  been 
there. 

The  fhip  in  fight  feemed  to  be  a  homeward  bound  Dutch 
Indiaman,  and  held  the  fame  courfe  with  us,  but  we  gra¬ 
dually  came  up  with  her.  On  the  17  th  in  the  morning  Friday  i7. 
we  founded,  and  found  bottom  with  fifty-five  fathom,  being 
arrived  on  the  bank  which  runs  off  the  fouth  end  of 

*  Mr.  Wales,  Mr.  Hodges,  my  father,  and  myfelf. 
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Africa.  Some  fifhing  lines  were  thrown  overboard,  and  a?, 
fifh  called  a  pollack  was  caught.  In  the  evening  we  made 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  which  here  confifted  of  low  fandy 
hummocks,  and  on  which  we  perceived  "feveral  fires.  The 
next  morning  a  boat  was  hoifled  out,  and  fent  on  board  the 
Indiaman,  which  was  now  about  five  miles  off.  Our  peo¬ 
ple  returned  in  a  few  hours  with  the  welcome  news,  that* 
there  was  univerfal  peace  in  Europe.  The  pleafure  of  this, 
intelligence,  was  however,  in  a  great  meafure  foured  by  an 
account  of  the  maffacre  of  the  Adventure’s  boat’s  crew.  The 
Dutch  captain  having  been  long  at  fea  from  Bengal,  la*- 
mented  that  he  had  no  refrefhments  to  offer  us.  In  the? 
afternoon,  the  weather  being  very  fair,  and  the  breeze 
frefhening,  we  got  fight  of  two  Swedifh,  one  Danifli,  and: 
an  Englifli  fliip,  which  glided  along  with  all  their  fails 
fer,  and  colours  flying,  and  offered  to  our  eyes  one  of  the 
moft  pleafing  fights  which  we  had  beheld  for  fome  time 
pad.  The  next  morning,  the  Englifh  fliip  bore  down  to 
us,  and  lieutenant  Clerke,  with  my  father,  and  a  midfhip- 
man,  went  on  board  of  her.  In  the  afternoon,  a  firong; 
breeze  fet  in,  our  boat  returned,  and  the  Indiaman  carefully 
flood  off  to  fea,  whilft  we  proceeded  till  we  were  clofe  in. 
fliore.  This  fliip  was  the  True  Briton,  captain  Broadley,  om 
her  return  from  China.  Our  gentlemen  fpoke  in  the 
flrongeft  terms  of  the  hearty  hofpitality  with  which  they 
had  been  received,  and  invited  to  a  plain  dinner.  Our 
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Teaders  may  imagine  with  what  avidity  three  familhed  cir¬ 
cumnavigators,  who  had  not  feen  frefh  meat  for  fix  weeks 
paft,  fell  upon  a  difh  of  fattened  Chinefe  quails,  and  a  de¬ 
licious  goofe,  which  their  hoft  reckoned  a  very  homely  fare. 
On  relating  how  long  they  had  been  abfent  from  any 
European  fettlement,  how  long  they  had  lived  upon  fait- 

■ 

beef,  and  how  oft  they  had  regaled  themfelves  with  feals, 
albatrofles,  and  pinguins,  the  captain  and  his  mates  drops: 
their  knives  and  forks,  and  in  pure  pity  to  the  Grangers, 
Tefigned  all  pretenfions  to  their  dinner.  At  parting,  captain 
Broadley  prefented  them  with  a  large  fat  pig,  and  feveral 
geefe,  on  which  we  dined  the  two  following  days.  We 
palled  Cape  Agulhas  on  the  20th,  and  were  near  being 
blown  far  to  leeward  of  the  Cape,  by  a  very  hard  gale,  if 
we  had  not  difcovered  the  land  through  the  haze  early  on 
the  2 1  ft.  We  hauled  up  for  it,  and  carrying  more  fail 
than  we  had  ever  ventured  to  do,  in  the  courfe  of  the  whole 
voyage,  we  came  fafe  to  an  anchor  in  Table  Bay,  on  the 
2 2d  in  the  morning,  which  we  found  was  only  the  21ft, 
according  to  the  reckoning  of  the  people  on  fhore,  we 
having  gained  a  whole  day  by  failing  round  the  world  to 
the  eaftward. 

Errabant  a&i  fatis  maria  omnia  circum.  Virgii.. 
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Second- flay  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.— 'Run  from  thence  to  the  IJlands- 

of  St.  Helena  and  Afcenjion*. 

Tuefday  it.  \T  7  E  found  the  Table  Bay  full  of  fhips  at  our  arrival, 
*  *  amongft  which  was  one  Englifh  Indiaman,  the  Ceres, 
captain  Newt.  As  foon  as  we  were  feen  in  the  entrance  of 
the  bay,  and  known  by  our  bleached  rigging  and  anti¬ 
quated  appearance,  captain  Newt  very  politely  fent  one  of 
his  mates  with  a  boat  load  of  the  belt  refrefhments,  and 
with  an  offer  of  his  affiftance  in  cafe  our  crew  had  been  in 
diftrefs.  Having  been  fo  long  at  fea,  we  were  touched  with 
this  generous  conduft,  and  with  no  fmall  degree  of  pleafure 

'  r  >  i 

and  fatisfa&ion,  felt  ourfelves  once  more  in  the  company  of 
men.  We  landed  foon  after,  and  having  paid  our  devoirs 
to  the  governor,  and,  the  principal  officers  of  the  company, 
retired  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Brand,  where  we  were  received 
with  that  hearty  welcome,  which  always  makes  men  forget 
national  chara£ters,  and  convinces  them,  that  real  worth 
is  not  confined  to  certain  climates  or  nations.  The  wea¬ 
ther  was  fo  intenfely  hot  this  day,  that  we  did  not  remem¬ 
ber  to  have  ever  felt  fuch  a  degree  of  heat  in  the  courfe  of 
cur  whole  voyage.  Notwithftanding  this,  we  dined,  accord- 
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ing  to  the  Dutch  cuftom,  at  one  o’clock,  or  during  the  time 
of  the  greated  heat,  and  devoured  our  meal  with  a  ravenous 
appetite,  which  painted  our  pad  didrefles  in  more  lively  co¬ 
lours,  and,  as  it  were,  with  greater  efficacy,  than  all  the 
the  powers  of  language.  However,  as  it  would  have  been 
dangerous  to  our  emaciated  bodies  to  indulge  our  voracity 
too  far,  we  were  content  to  rife  from  table  with  a  good  ap¬ 
petite.  We  foon  found  the  benefit  of  this  proceeding,  and 
vifibly  regained  drength  and  healthy  looks  during  our  day 
at  the  Cape.  The  officers  of  the  ffiip  took  lodgings  on 
fliore  the  next  day ;  but  having  negletted  to  take  the  fame 
precaution,  and  eating  immoderately  at  fird,  were  prefently 
furfeited,  and  continued  to  labour  under  a  want  of  appetite 
and  ficknefs,  which  made  their  fituation  truly  tantalizing. 
Captain  Cook  fent  two  or  three  fcorbutic  patients  to  the  hof- 
pital,  thefe  being  the  only  perfons  who  were  not  able  to  do 
their  duty.  The  red  were  foon  redored  to  perfect  health 
by  a  condant  fupply  of  refreihments,  among  which,  a  kind 
of  brown  rye-loaves,  and  all  forts  of  greens,  were  doubt- 
lefs  the  mod  efficacious. 

The  pleafure  of  receiving  fome  intelligence  from  all  thofe 
who  were  united  to  us  by  the  ties  of  blood  and  affeflion, 
was  inexpreffible  ;  and  the  fatisfacdion  of  converfing  with 
Europeans,  after  our  long  voyage,  revived  our  fpirits,  which 
a  thoufand  incidents  had  confpired  to  deprefs.  We  palled 
emr  time  very  agreeably,  and  affiduoudy  collected,  from 
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heaps  of  old  gazettes,  the  hiflory  of  thofe  years,  during 
which  we  had  been  banifhed,  as  it  were,  from  all  the  world. 
This  fettlement  being  reforted  to,  in  fummer  and  autumn, 
by  fhips  of  all  nations,  appeared  at  prefent  in  a  more  flou- 
rifhing  light,  than  during  our  former  flay  in  1772.  Be- 
Tides  the  great  annual  fleet  of  Dutch  Indiamen,  we  found 
here  feveral  French  veffels  from  the  Ifle  of  France,  and  like- 
■wife  one  from  Europe,  commanded  by  M.  Crozet,  who  had 
formerly  been  at  New  Zeeland.  Several  Danifh  and  two 
Swedifh  Indiamen  alfo  came  in  ;  a  Portuguefe  fhip  of  war 
lay  here  feveral  days,  and  three  Spanifli  frigates,  one  home¬ 
ward  bound  from  Manilla,  and  two  going  out  to  that  fet- 
tlemenr,  pafled  feveral  weeks  in  this  bay.  The  great  events 
which  had  happened  in  Europe  during  our  abfence,  crouded 
upon  us  unexpectedly.  Sweden  delivered  from  the  yoke 
of  ariflocratical  tyranny,  by  a  young  hero,  emulous  of 
Guflave-Vafa  ;  the  barbaric  darknefs,  which  in  the  Eaft  of 
Europe  and  Afia  had  baffled  the  Herculean  efforts  of  Peter, 
difpelled  by  a  princefs,  who,  like  the  wonder  of  the  polar 
iky,  fpreads  luminous  beams,  which  turn  night  into  day* 
laflly,  Poland  reftored  to  peace,  from  anarchy  and  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  civil  war,  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  leading  pow¬ 
ers  in  Europe;  and  Frederick  the  Great  refling  from  his 
triumphs,  and  facrificing  to  the  Mufes  in  the  fhade  of  his 
laurels,  revered  and  beloved  even  by  his  former  foes  !  Such 
were  the  great  and  unexpected  profpeCts,  which  all  at  once 

opened 
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opened  to  our  eyes,  which  promifed  general  happinefs  to 
the  human  race,  and  feemed  to  announce  a  period  of  time, 
when  mankind  will  appear  in  a  more  exalted  light  than 
ever  ! 

During  our  flay  at  the  Cape,  we  made  an  excurfion  to 
Falfe  Bay,  where  Mr.  Brand  commanded  for  the  Dutch  Ead 
India  Company.  The  heat  of  the  fummer  had,  in  many 
places,  darkened  all  the  tints  of  green,  on  that  immenfe  va¬ 
riety  of  low  fhrubs  and  plants,  which  grow  in  Africa. 
However  we  found  a  great  number  of  fpecies  in  flower, 
with  which  we  filled  our  herbals.  The  roads  are  very 
bad,  confiding  of  deep  fand  in  many  places,  and  of  rugged, 
heaps  of  the  hardeft  Hones,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Falfe 
Bay.  In  our  way  we  faw  great  coveys  of  a  fpecies  of  par¬ 
tridge,  which  the  Dutch  improperly  call  pheafants.  They 
are  not  very  fhy,  and  may  ealily  be  taken  alive,  and  tamed. 
As  there  are  many  parts  about  the  Gape  where  thefe  par¬ 
tridges  do  not  breed,  the  Dutch  have  found  the  method  of 
flocking  fuch  fpots  with  them.  They  take  feveral  pair  of 
tame  partridges,  dip  them  in  water,  and  firew  them  with 
afhes,  and  thus  put  them  among  the  bufhes,  with  their 
heads  under  the  wing.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  many 
readers  will  call  in  quedion  the  fuccefs  of  this  fimple  ma¬ 
noeuvre  ;  but  I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  heard  it  from  per— 
fons  whofe  fincerity  I  had  no  reafon  to  fufpedt. 

The; 
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The  environs  of  Falfe  Bay  are  more  dreary  than  thofe  of 
Table  Bay,  the  country  being  almoft  entirely  defart,  if  we 
except  the  commander’s  houfe,  two  or  three  other  houfes 
belonging  to  private  perfons,  and  fome  magazines  and 
work-fhops,  the  property  of  the  Company.  The  colour  of 
the  mountains,  however,  is  lefs  gloomy,  and  the  variety  of 
plants  and  birds  which  we  found  there  is  furprifing.  An¬ 
telopes  likewife  refide  in  great  numbers,  fome  among  the 
mod  inacceffible  cliffs,  and  others  amidft  the  fmall  dry 
graffes  and  fhrubberies  in  more  level  fpots.  We  fpent  a 
whole  morning  in  climbing  thefe  hills,  an'd  returned  ex- 
ceffively  fatigued  from  the  immoderate  heat  of  the  day. 
On  the  mountains  we  faw  feveral  over-hanging  rocks, 
forming  fmall  caverns,  where  the  Dutch  frequently  pafs  the 
night,  when  they  leave  the  town  to  fhoot  antelopes. 

Simmon’s  Bay  is  that  part  of  Falfe  Bay,  where  the  Blips 
are  bed  fheltered  from  the  violence  of  the  N.  W.  winds, 
which  prevail  here  during  the  winter  months.  A  pier 
clofe  to  the  commander’s  houfe  is  built  out  into  the  fea, 
where  the  boats  can  take  in  water  and  all  kinds  of  {lores, 
with  the  fame  facility  as  in  Table  Bay.  Fifli  of  the  bed 
and  mod  palatable  forts  are  caught  here  in  great  plenty, 
and  all  kinds  of  refrefhments  are  eafily  procured  from  the 
plantations  on  the  idhmus,  or  from  the  Cape-Town  itfelf, 
which  is  only  -twelve  miles  didant.  The  arrival  of  the 
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(hips  draws  feveral  inhabitants  from  thence  to  Falfe  Bay, 
who  confine  themfelves  in  narrow  lodgings,  for  the  fake 
of  enjoying  the  company  of  ftrangers.  This  peculiar  fitu- 
ation  affords  many  favourable  opportunities  towards  form¬ 
ing  more  intimate  connections,  which,  we  were  told,  the 
firangers  feldom  negleCt,  efpecially  as  beauty  and  vivacity 
are  not  uncommon  at  the  Cape. 

After  a  flay  of  three  days,  we  returned  to  the  Cape-Town, 
where  we  paded  our  time  in  examining  the  animals  at  the 
Company’s  garden,  and  fearching  all  the  furriers  (hops,  in 
order  to  colled:  an  aflbrtment  of  antelopes  (kins.  We  were 
likewife  favoured  with  the  fight  of  a  live  ourang-outang ,  or 
ape,  from  the  ifland  of  Java,  of  that  fpecies  which  has  the 
honour  to  be  adopted  as  a  near  relation  by  feveral  philofo- 
phers.  This  animal  was  about  two  feet  fix  inches  high, 
and  preferred  crawling  on  all  fours,  though  it  could  like¬ 
wife  fit  and  walk  upon  the  hind-legs.  Its  fingers  and  toes 
were  remarkably  long,  and  its  thumbs  very  (hort,  its  belly 
prominent,  and  its  face,  which  was  as  ugly  as  it  can  well 
be  imagined,  had  a  nofe  more  refembling  the  human  than 
that  of  other  monkies.  This  animal  has,  I  am  told,  been 
fince  brought  over  to  the  menagerie  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
at  the  Hague  *, 

*  This  creature  died  at  the  Hague  in  January  1777  ;  but,  through  the  grofs 
ignorance  and  canine  malice  of  the  keeper,  the  ableft  anatomifts  in  Holland  were 
difappointed  in  the  hope  of  diffedting  it.  He  cut  off  its  head,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  examining  the  organs  of  fpeech  ;  and  its  hands  and  feet,  to  preclude  the  pof- 
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We  became  acquainted,  in  the  courfe  of  our  flay,  with, 
M.  Crozetj  who,  attended  by  all  his  officers,  dined  with»us,. 
upon  captain  Cook’s  invitation,  and  entertained  us  with 
many  curious  particulars  relating  to  his  voyage.  We  were 
afterwards  introduced  to  the  Spanifh  officers,  anaongft  whom 
there  were  feveral  whofe  accompliffiments  and  extenfive 
knowledge  do  great  honour  to  their  corps.  They  viiitedi 
our  aftronomer,  Mr.  Wales,  and  were  much  pleafed  with 
the  time-keepers,  or  new-invented  watches,  which  they 
faw  in  his  poffeffion,  complaining,  at  the  fame  time,  of  the 
inaccuracy  of  all  the  aftronomical  inflruments  which  they 
obtained  from  their  correfpondents  at  London.  Mr.  Wales 
readily  parted  with  one  of  his  fextants  to  them,  having  now, 
in  a  manner,  completed  the  voyage ;  but  captain  Cook  refufed 
to  have  any  communication  with  them,  and  fhunned  them 
on  all  occaEons,  from  what  motives  we  were  at  a  lofs  to> 
determine.  Their  frigates  were  reckoned  very  fine  ffiips 
by  our  officers ;  that  homeward  bound  was  the  Juno,  com¬ 
manded  by  Don  Juan  Arraos ;  the  others,  going  to  Manila, 
were  the  Aftrea,  captain  Don  Antonio  Albornos,  and  the 

A 

Venus,  captain  Don  Gabriel  Guerna.  The  Dutch  formerly 
did  not  fuffer  the  Spaniards  to  land  at  the  Cape  of  Good 

fibility  of  comparing  the  phalanges  with  the  human  and  other  fkeletons.  When 
we  confider,  through  whofe  intereft  the  infpe&or  of  that  princely  collection  at  the  ' 
Hague  was  appointed,  we  cannot  wonder,,  that  he  was  a  flranger  to  liberality  of 
fentiment.,  1  /. 


Hope, 
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Hope,  and  difcouraged  them,  as  much  as  lay  in  their  power,  aprL 
from  touching  there,  keeping  ftri&ly  to  the  Pope’s  bull, 
which  points  out  the  limits  of  navigation,  and  (hares  the 
world  between  the  crowns  of  Portugal  and  Spain.  They 
have,  however,  of  late  adopted  more  Protefiant  principles, 
and  will  foon  drop  entirely  the  averfion  which  they  have 
long  expreffed  towards  the  Spaniaids,  as  they  alr^aciy  feel 
no  reluClance  in  taking  their  fuperfluous  dollars. 

Our  (hip’s  company  being  well  refrefhed,  and  in  perfed 
health,  and  the  (hip  being  likewife  refitted  and  painted,  we 
took  on  board  a  quantity  of  provifions,  to  ferve  on  our  re¬ 
turn,  and  prepared  to  fail  with  the  firfl  fair  wind.  After 
taking  leave  of  all  our  friends,  and  particularly  of  Dr. 
Sparrman,  who  had  (hared  the  perils  and  diftrefies  of  our 
voyage,  and  whofe  heart  had  endeared  him  to  all  who 
knew  him,  we  came  on  board  on  the  2  7  th  in  the  morning  Thurfday  17. 
About  noon,  the  Dutton  Indiaman,  captain  Rice,  got  under 
fail,  and  we  followed  her  example,  after  faluting  the  fort. 

The  Spanifh  frigate,  the  Juno,  fainted  us  with  nine  guns  ; 
which  unexpected  mark  of  politenefs  our  gunners  returned 
a  full  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards.  A  Daniih  Indiaman, 
captain  Hanfien,  likewife  faluted  us  with  eleven  guns. 

*  Dr,  Sparrman  arrived  in  Sweden  in  July  1776,  having  fpent  a  year  on  a  . 

TOoft  hazardous  .and  fatiguing  expedition  into  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  where 
he  penetrated,  farther  than  Dr.  Thunberg,  and  all  who  went  before  him  ;  and 
made  many  important  difeoveries,  which  he  intends  to  communicate  to  the  public. 
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left  us  far  behind. 

We  paffed  through  the  northern  part  of  the  bay,  between 
Piobben  Ifland  *  and  the  main.  This  ifland  is  a  barren 
fandy  fpot,  where  many  murderers  and  other  mifcreants 
are  confined  by  order  of  the  Dutch  India  Company. 
Among  them  however  there  are  fome  unhappy  viftims  to 
the  mercilefs  ambition  of  thefe  merchants.  We  need  only 
mention  the  king  of  Madure,  who,  deprived  of  his  poflefll- 
ons,  and  driven  to  the  greateft  horrors  of  defpair,  here 
lingers  out  a  burthenfome  life,  in  the  defpicable  condition, 
of  a  common  Have  f; 


i  efcape  who  can. 

When  man’s  great  foe  affumes  the  fhape  of  man.  Cumberland;. 

On  the  28th,  in  the  morning,  a  man  was  found  con¬ 
cealed  in  the  hold,  and  proper  enquiry  being  made,  it 
was  difcovered  that  one  of  the  quarter-matters  had 
condu&ed  him  thither  fome  days  before,  and  (hared  his 
daily  allowance  with  him.  His  good-nature  was  punilhed 
with  a  dozen  laflies,  and  another  dozen  applied  on  the 

*  This  is  called  Pinguin  Ifland  in  Englifh  charts. 

f  I  forbear  to  repeat  the  horrid  ftory  of  this  unfortunate  monarch,  which  refle£ls 
indelible  difhonour  on  his  inhuman  tormentors.-  It  is  indeed  very  fully  and  feelingly 
related  in  a  book  little  known,  intitled  a  Voyage  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  1747  and 
1748,  containing  an  account  of  St.  Helena,  Java,  Batavia,  the  Dutch  Government, 
and  of  China;  interfperfed  with  anecdotes,  and  illuflrated  with  copper-plates, . 
Svo.  London,.  1762. 
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ftranger’s  back  as  a  welcome.  He  was  a  native  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  German  dominions,  who  having  been  kidnapped 
into  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  fervice,  had  applied  to  captain 
Cook  to  take  him  under  his  prote&ion.  But  it  being 

deemed  improper  to  proteCl:  all  his  majefty’s  fubjeds  alike, 

\ 

he  had  been  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  coming  on  board  by 
Health,  in  order  to  efcape  from  a  fervice  to  which  he  had 
been  unjuftly  forced.  He  foon  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
moft  induftrious  men  in  the  whole  fhip,  and  gave  our  crew 
a  good  idea  of  their  Hanoverian  fellow-fubjecSts. 

We  fhaped  our  courfe  direClly  for  the  ifland  of  St.  Helenaj 
as  foon  as  we  had  cleared  the  land  about  Table  Bay.  The 
Dutton  Indiaman  kept  company  with  us,  her  captain  rely¬ 
ing  on  the  fuperior  accuracy  of  our  computations  ;  it  beingr 
cuftomary  with  all  India  Chips,  firfl  to  run  down  the  lati¬ 
tude,  and  then  to  bear  away  for  the  ifland  upon  a  parallel. 
We  made  the  ifland  right  a-head  on  the  15th  of  May,  earl/ 
in  the  morning,  and  came  to  an  anchor  at  midnight  in  the 
ufual  anchoring-place  of  James’s  Bay.  As  we  ran  along  the 
fouth-eaftern  fhore,  we  found  it  of  a  confiderable  height, 
and  confifting  of  perpendicular  porous  rocks,  of  a  brown 
and  blackifli  colour,  which  in  fome  places  appeared  to  be 
hollowed  out  by  the  continual  dafliing  of  the  waves  againft 
them  *. 

*  The  defcription  of  thefe  cavities,  in  Dr.  Hawkfworth’s  Compilation,  vol.  III. 
j>,  796,  mult  be  confidered  as  a  poetical  flight. 
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Early  the  next  morning  our  fhip  was  faluted  from 
James’s  Fort,  which  is  the  principal  fort  in  the  bay,  and  as 
foon  as  we  anfwered  it,  the  Dutton  alfo  faluted.  The  town, 
which  lay  before  us,  had  a  fteep  dreary  mountain  on  each 
fide,  which  looked  more  burnt  and  defolate  than  Eafter  Ifland 
itfelf.  However,  at  the  head  of  the  valley  between  them 
we  perceived  fome  green  mountains,  and  in  the  town  itfelf 
two  coco-palms  rofe  behind  the  fort.  After  breakfaft  we 
landed  at  a  flight  of  fteps  newly  conftru&ed,  but  which  had 
at  all  times  been  much  wanted,  as  the  furf  breaks  in  with 
great  violence  on  every  part. of  the  fliore.  We  walked  be¬ 
tween  a  huge  impending  rock  and  a  parapet  wall  which 

■\ 

faces  the  fea,  to  a  gate  with  a  draw-bridge,  defended  by 
fmall  batteries.  It  led  to  a  very  confiderable  battery  front¬ 
ing  an  .efplanade,  with  a  fhady  walk  of  banian-trees  (ficus 
religiofa.)  Here  we  pafled  another  gate,  and  entered  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  houfe,  which  is  likewife  fortified,  and  forms  a  kind 
of  caftle.  The  governor,  Mr.  Skottowe,  received  captain 
Cook  with  the  greatefl:  marks  of  diftinCtion,  a  falute  of 
thirteen  guns  being  fired  on  his  arrival  at  the  houfe.  Soon 
after,  the  paflengcrs  from  on  board  the  Dutton  *  likewife 
came  to  vifit  the  governor.  This  worthy  and  generous 

*  They  were  the  Hon.  Frederick  Stuart,  fon  to  the  earl  of  Bute,  J.  Graham, 
Efq.  late  in  the  council  of  Bengal,  and  his  lady,  J.  Laurel,  Efq.  —  — —  Johnfon, 
■Efq.  and  his  lady,  colonel  Macleane,  and  feveral  others.  Mr.  Graham  is  fiflce 
dead,, 

veteran, 
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veteran,  who  has  been  crippled  in  his  country’s  fervice, 
took  every  opportunity  to  make  our  flay  on  the  ifland 
agreeable,  and,  in  particular,  to  facilitate  our  refearches 
as  naturalifls.  We  were  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  principal  officers  of  the  Company  in  the 
town,  who  received  us  with  a  degree  of  eafy  politenefs,  pe¬ 
culiar  to  men  of  liberal  principles.  The  governor’s  houfe 
contains  feveral  fpacious  and  convenient  apartments,  which 
are  particularly  agreeable  in  this  hot  climate,  on  account  of 
their  loftinefs.  Its  outfide  is,  however,  very  plain,  as  are 
all  the  buildings  in  the  town,  not  excepting  the  church,, 
which  is  newly  built  of  lime-ftone  found  on  the  ifland.  A 
fmall  garden,  at  the  back  of  the  governor’s  houfe,  contains 
a  few  fhady  walks,  and  fome  curious  Eaft  Indian  trees, 
among  which  is  the  Earringtonia.  The  barracks  of  the 
garrifon,  which  is  here  fupported  by  the  Eaft  India  Com' 
pany,  are  fituated  farther  in  the  valley  j  as  is  likewife  an. 
hofpital,  with  a  fmall  orchard,  from  whence  the  fick  are 
fupplied  with  greens,  and  where  they  are  allowed  to  walk. 
Several  other  buildings  belonging  to  the  Company  are  fi* 
tuated  in  the  fame  valley,  where,  notvvithflanding  the  fea- 
breeze,  we  felt  the  heat  exceffive,  being  confined  and  rever¬ 
berated  by  a  high  barren  mountain  on  each  fide,  which 
muft  make  the  refidence  in  town  highly  difagreeable  and 
gloomy.  Many  of  the  principal  inhabitants  open  their 
houfes  for  the  reception  of  ftrangers  who  come  on  fhore  at 

this 


1775. 

Mat.. 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


this  place  from  the  India  (hips.  The  terms  are  here  nearly 
the  fame  as  at  the  Cape  ;  but  the  produce  of  fo  fmall  an 
ifland  as  St.  Helena,  will  not  allow  of  that  provifion  of  good 
cheer,  for  which  the  Dutch  colony  is  famous  over  all  the 
world.  We  were  entertained  by  Mr.  Mafon,  a  very  worthy 
old  man,  to  whom  this  fettlement  owes  fome  of  its  bed; 
and  molt  amiable  inhabitants.  Having  taken  our  lodgings, 
we  went  to  dine  with  the  governor  j  and  the  fpirit  with 
which  the  converfation  was  carried  on,  gave  a  convincing 
proof,  that  the  means  of  acquiring  ufeful  knowledge,  from 
a  ftore  of  good  books,  were  by  no  means  neglected  among 
the  inhabitants.  Dr.  Hawkefworth’s  account  of  captain 
Cook’s  firft  voyage  round  the  world,  in  the  Endeavour,  had 
reached  this  ifland  fome  time  before  ;  it  had  been  eagerly  pc- 
rufed,  and  feveral  articles,  relative  to  this  fettlement,  were 
now  taken  notice  of  with  great  good  humour  and  pleafant 
raillery.  The  total  want  of  wheelbarrows,  and  the  ill- 

treatment  of  the  flaves,  which  are  fpoken  of  in  that  ac- 

\ 

count  *,  were  reckoned  particularly  injurious,  and  captain 
Cook  was  called  upon  to  defend  himfelf.  Mrs.  Skottowe, 

*  See  Hawkefworth’s  Compilation,  vol.  III.  p.  797.  There  are  many  wheel¬ 
barrows  and  feveral  carts  on  the  ifland,  fome  of  which  feemed  to  be  ftudioufly 
placed  before  captain  Cook’s  lodgings  every  day.  The  treatment  of  flaves  is  alfo 
mifreprefented ;  they  have  not  that  pernicious  influence  on  the  education  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  which  is  but  too  frequent  at  the  Cape,  and  which  there  fans  the  fire 
caufed  by  the  heat  of  the  climate. 
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the  fprightlieft  lady  on  the  ifland,  difplayed  to  advantage 
her  witty  and  fatirical  talents,  from  which  there  was  no 
other  efcape  left,  than  to  lay  the  blame  on  the  abfent  phi- 
lofophers  whofe  papers  had  been  confulted. 

Early  the  next  morning,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stuart,  captain 
Cook,  and  myfelf,  took  an  airing  on  the  hills.  We  rode 
up  that  which  lies  to  the  weft  ward,  and  is  named  the  Lad¬ 
der-hill.  The  road,  which  has  been  lately  made,  afcends  in 
zigzag  along  its  fteep  fides,  and  is  very  eafy  of  afcent.  Its 
breadth  is  nine  feet,  being  enelofed  on  the  declivity  by  a 
wall  about  three  feet  high,  made  of  the  fame  ftone  of 
which  the  whole  mountain  conftfts.  This  is  nothing  but  a 
heap  of  lava,  crumbling  and  decaying  into  a  brown  earth 
in  fome  parts,  whilft  in  others  it  forms  huge  mafles  of 
black  cavernous  flags,  which,  in  a  few  inftances,  feemed  to 
be  fome  what  vitreous.  Many  rocks  of  this  kind  hang  over 
the  road,  and  fometimes  roll  down  to  the  terror  and  great 
riik  of  the  inhabitants,  being  frequently  detached  by  goats, 
which  came  to  brouze  there ;  but  the  foldiers  of  the  gar- 
rifon  have  received  orders  to  flioot  thofe  animals  as  often 
as  they  appear  on  thefe  eminences ;  and  no  other  command 
is  obeyed  with  greater  alacrity,  becaufe  they  are  generally 
permitted  to  feaft  upon  the  goat  which  they  have  killed. 
We  proceeded  into  the  country  along  the  fummit  of  this 
hill,  about  half  a  mile,  when  all  at  once  appeared  one  of 
the  fineft  profpects  we  had  ever  feen.  It  confifted  of  feveral 
Vol.  II.  .  4  C  Hoping 
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Roping  hillocks,  covered  with  rich  verdure,  and  interfperfed 
with  fertile  vallies,  which  contained  gardens,  orchards,  and 
various  plantations.  Many  paftures  furrounded  by  en- 
clofures  of  flone,  were  filled  with  a  fmall,  but  fine  breed 
of  cattle,  and  with  English  fheep  ;  and  every  valley  was 
provided  with  a  little  rivulet,  many  of  which  probably  take 
their  rife  near  two  high  mountains  in  the  midit  of  the 
ifland,  which  are  frequently  involved  in  clouds.  We 
eroded  feveral  hills,  and  looked  down  into  Sandy  Bay,  which 
is  a  fmall  cove  fituated  on  the  oppofite  part  of  the  ifland,  and 
defended  by  a  battery.  The  view  was  here  romantic,  the 
mountains  being  covered  with  thick  wild  woods  to  their 
fummits,  and  feveral  of  them,  efpecially  that  named  Diana’s 
Peak,  rifing  in  the  molt  elegant  forms.  The  rocks  and 
Hones  in  this  higher  part  of  the  ifland,  were  quite  different 
from  thofe  in  the  valley  which  we  had  left.  Below  they 
bore  evident  marks  of  the  exiftence  of  a'  former  volcano  ; 
but  here  above,  they  confifted  of  a  dark  grey  clayey  flone  in 
flrata,  or  in  fome  places  of  lime-flone,  and  in  others  of  an 
un&uous  foft  flone,  like  foap-rock  *.  The  foil  which 

*  Thefe  obfervations  do  not  agree  with  thofe  in  Dr.  Hawkefworth’s  Compi¬ 
lation,  vol.  Ill,  p.  795.  That  volcanos  are  always  feated  in  the  higheft  mountains 
of  the  country  where  they  are  found,  is  an  opinion  contradidled  by  many  fadls  ; 
and  the  correfpondence  of  angles  in  oppofite  mountains,  is  not  more  evident 
to  critical  obfervers,  than  landfcapes  on  Florentine  marbles.  Dr.  Hawkefworth 
has  generally  been  unfortunate  in  his  remarks  on  Nature,  as  well  as  in  his 
philofophical  digreffions,  and  often  mifunderftood  M.  Pauvv  and  de  BufFon, 
from  whom  he  has  freely  copied  without  making  the  leaft  acknowledgment.  If 

the 
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■covers  thefc  Rrata,  is  in  many  places  a  ricli  mould,  from  may. 
fix  to  ten  inches  deep,  and  a  variety  of  plants  thrive  in  it 
with  luxuriance.  I  found  feveral  fhrubs  on  this  excurfion, 
which  I  had  feen  in  no  other  part  of  the  world,  and  among 
them  were  thofe  which  the  inhabitants  named  cabbage- 
trees,  gum-trees,  and  red-wood  j  the  former  thrive  in  places 
where  the  ground  is  very  moift ;  but  the  latter  are  always 
found  on  the  ridge  of  hills  where  the  foil  is  dry  *.  The 
cabbage-tree  is  one  of  the  indigenous  fpecies,  and  has  rather 
large  leaves  ;  but  after  many  repeated  enquiries,  I  found 
that  it  was  never  made  ufe  of  any  other  way,  than  as 
fuel,  and  that  no  reafon  could  be  affigned  why  it  has  ob¬ 
tained  that  name.  It  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the 
cabbage-tree  of  America,  India,  and  the  South  Seas,  which 

is  a  fpecies  of  palm. 

We  were  thoroughly  wetted  feveral  times  by  fmart 
fhowers,  after  each  of  which  the  heat  of  the  fun  diied  us  in 
a  few  minutes.  We  Hopped  every  Have  whom  we  met 
on  the  road,  in  order  to  enquire  of  him  what  treatment 

the  reader  is  defirous  of  knowing  the  true  Fate  of  volcanos,  we  will  venture  to 
refer  him  to  Ferber’s  letters  to  Baron  Born,  London,  1776.  Rafpe  Specimen 
Globi  Terraquei,  &c.  Amfterd.  1763.  Alfo  Mr.  Rafpe’s  Account  of  fome  Ger¬ 
man  volcanos,  London,  1776. 

*  This  difference  is  confequently  not  owing  to  the  diverfity  of  the  climate, 
in  various  parts  of  the  Bland.  I  have  feen  all  thefe  plants  growing  at  fhort 
diftances  afunder,  and  the  ifland  upon  the  whole  is  not  fo  immenfely  high,  a*  to 
Admit  of  feveral  climates.  See  Rawkefw.orth’s  Compilation,  vol.  III.  p.  79°* 
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he  received  from  his  mailer  ;  being  defirous  to  know  whe¬ 
ther  the  publifhed  accounts  were  more  to  be  relied  upon, 
than  thofe  of  the  inhabitants.  In  general,  we  obtained 
fuch  anfwers  as  were  favourable  to  thefe  happy  iilandcrs, 
and  removed  the  blame  which  had  formerly  been  thrown 
on  them.  A  few  indeed  complained  that  they  were  fpa- 
ringly  fupplied  with  food,  but  this  is  a  difadvantage  under 
which  I  am  told,  even  their  mailers  fometimes  labour, 
being  obliged  to  eat  fait  provifions  at  certain  feafons.  The 
fituation  of  the  foldiers  appeared  to  be  by  far  more  irkfome, 
they  being  confined  to  conilant  falt-diet,  of  which  the  Eail- 
India  Company,  it  is  faid,  allows  very  fcanty  portions.  Their 
pay  is  alfo  very  fmall,  and  made  much  lefs  before  it  comes 
from  England.  Thofe  who  are  moil  induilrious,  obtain 
leave  at  times  to  work  for  the  inhabitants,  and  earn  their 
fubiiilence  by  carrying  wood  for  fuel,  from  the  mountains 
to  the  town.  We  faw  feme  old  grey-headed  men  employed 
in  this  manner,  who  feemed  very  chearful,  till  we  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  them  to  fpeak  of  their  hardihips,  which  they 
could  not  do  without  emotion.  All  however  mentioned 
their  governor  with  great  affe&ion,  who  is  indeed  gene¬ 
rally  eileemed  on  the  iEand,  and  has  the  good  of  the  fettle- 
ment  much  at  heart. 

We  returned  into  the  town,  defeending  along  the  ilope 
of  the  hill,  oppoiite  to  that  by  which  we  went  up,  and 
found  ourfelves  much  refrefhed  by  our  excurfion.  The 
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horfes  at  St.  Helena,  are  imported  chiefly  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  a  few  are  now  bred  on  the  ifland  ;  they 
are  fmall,  but  travel  well  in  this  hilly  country. 

f 

The  next  day  after  breakfaft,  the  governor  invited  to  his  Thmfday  13. 
country-houfe  a  numerous  company,  confiding  of  the 
captains  and  paflfengers  in  our  fhip,  and  the  Dutton.  We 
rode  up  the  fame  hill  which  I  had  afcended  in  the  fir  ft 
ramble,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about  three  miles  from  the 
town,  arrived  at  the  place  appointed.  We  were  elegantly 
entertained  at  a  fmall  houfe,  agreeably  fituated  in  the  midfl: 
of  a  very  fpacious  garden,  where  we  faw  feveral  plants  of 
Europe,  Africa,  and  America,  and  particularly  a  profufion 
of  rofes  and  lilies,  interfperfed  with  myrtle  and  laurel. 

Several  walks  of  peach-trees  were  loaded  with  fruit,  which  * 
had  a  peculiar  rich  flavour  different  from  that  of  our 
peaches  *,  but  all  other  European  fruit-trees  throve  indif¬ 
ferently,  and  if  I  was  rightly  informed,  never  bear  any 
fruit.  Vines  have  likewife  been  planted  feveral  times,  but 
have  not  fucceeded,  on  account  of  the  climate  ;  and  cabbages 
and  other  greens,  which  thrive  extremely  well,  are  devoured 
by  caterpillars.  We  walked  on  all  the  neighbouring  hills, 
and  faw  fome  fmall  fpots  which  had  been  fowed  with 
barley ;  but  this,  and  all  other  kinds  of  corn,  are  generally 
deftroyed  by  the  rats,  which  are  immenfely  numerous  on 
the  ifland.  The  ground  is  therefore  laid  out  in  paftures, 

o£  which  the  vivid  verdure,  in  a  tropical  climate,  was  really 

fur- 
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furprifing.  We  were  told  that  the  whole  ifland  can  Tup- 
port  3000  head  of  cattle,  but  that  there  were  only  2600 
upon  it  at  that  time.  From  the  number  of  fields  which 
we  faw  unoccupied,  we  judged  that  a  much  greater  num¬ 
ber  might  find  fufficient  food  ;  but  we  were  allured  that 
the  grafs  does  not  grow  up  again  during  winter,  and  that 
a  certain  number  of  fields  muft  be  referved  'for  that  feafon. 
The  beef  is  juicy,  delicious,  and  very  fat,  and  the  confiant 
confumption  of  it  prevents  the  cattle  growing  old  on  rhe 
ifland.  The  common  furze  or  gorfe  ( ulcx  europaus)  which 
our  farmers  take  great  pains  to  eradicate,  has  been  planted 
here,  and  now  over-runs  all  the  paftures.  The  inhabitants 
have  found  means  to  draw  advantage  from  a  fhrub,  which 
has  univerfally  been  efteemed  ufelefs  and  pernicious.  The 
afpecfl:  of  the  country  was  not  always  fo  delightful  as  it  is 
at  prefent ;  the  ground  was  parched  by  the  intenfe  hear, 
and  all  kinds  of  herbage  and  grafs  were  fhrivelled  up. 
The  introdu&ion  of  furze  bulhes,  which  throve  as  it  were 
in  defpite  of  the  fun,  preferved  a  degree  of  moifture  in  the 
ground  ;  under  their  lhade  the  grafs  began  to  grow,  and 
gradually  covered  the  whole  country  with  a  rich  and  beau¬ 
tiful  fodL  At  prefent  the  furze  is  no  longer  wanted,  and 
the  people  afliduoufly  root  it  out,  and  make  ufe  of  it  for 
fuel,  which  is  indeed  very  fcarce  upon  the  ifland,  though  I 
never  faw  a  more  ceconomical  ufe  made  of  it  titan  there,  and 
at  the  Gape.  It  is  really  furprifing  to  fee  a  variety  of  dilhes 
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dreflfed,  efpecially  at  the  laft  mentioned  fettlement,  with  no 
greater  fire  than  an  Englifh  cook  would  make  under  a  fmall 
tea-kettle. 

In  our  return  we  faw  feveral  coveys  of  partridges,  which 
are  of  the  fmall  red-legged  fort,  common  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa.  We  likewife  faw  feveral  beautiful  ring-pheafant3, 
which  have  been  introduced  into  the  illand  by  the  go¬ 
vernor,  together  with  guinea-hens  and  rabbits.  There  is  at 
prefent  a  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  killing  a  pheafanr,  by 
which  means  they  multiply  fo  fad,  that  the  reftndion  will 
foon  be  needlefs.  Several  other  ufeful  importations  might 
Rill  be  made,  which  would  contribute  to  the  greater  oppu- 
lence  of  the  people.  Snail-trefoil  and  clover  might  be 
fowed,  which  would  doubtlefs  give  more  fubftantial  food 
for  the  cattle  than  grafs  alone ;  and  the  cultivation  of  pulfe, 
fuchas  carvanfes  and  Chinefe  beans  (dolichs finenfis  pbafeolus 

mungo),  of  which  fago  is  made  in  the  province  of  Georgia, 
in  North  America  %  cannot  be  too  frequently  recommended,. 
A  little  perfeverance,  and  a  few  trials,  would  eafily  fucceed  in- 
deftroying  the  rats  and  caterpillars,  which  now  devour  many 
ufeful  plants  ;  and  thefe  appear  to  be  the  principal  obstacles 
to  agriculture  on  the  illand.  Affes  ought  to  be  carried 

*  This  is  equal  in  goodnefs  to  the  real  fago,  which  is  the  pith  of  a  fern  in  the 
eaftern  iflands  of  India.  The  North  American  fort  is  now  well  known  m  '  ng- 
land,  by  the  name  of  Bowen’s  fago-powder,  and  the  royal  navy  is  iupp  ie 

with  it. 
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thither  from  Senegal ;  where,  as  M.  Adanfon  fays,  they  have 
an  excellent  breed  of  them.  The  removal  of  all  kinds  of 
goods  would  be  infinitely  facilitated  by  this  importation ; 
and  there  are  feveral  fpots  of  ground,  where  cattle  cannot 
feed,  that  would  be  extremely  fuitable  to  animals  which  are 
fo  indifferent  in  regard  to  food. 

We  pafifed  the  next  day  at  Mr.  Mafon’s  country-houfe, 
at  the  diftance  of  four  or  five  miles  from  the  town.  We 
made  a  circuit,  in  order  to  go  up  a  high  mountain  adjacent 
to  Diana’s  Pea^:,  where  we  collected  fome  curious  plants, 
though  the  weather  was  very  rainy.  Having  feen  on  this 
excurfion  a  fmall  kind  of  blue  dove,  which  is  faid  to  have 
been  originally  found  in  the  country,  as  well  as  the  red- 
legged  partridge  ;  and  likewife  fome  rice-birds,  commonly 
called  paddies  (loxia  oryzivora),  which  have  been  introduced 
from  the  Eaft 5 Indies  ;  we  paffed  a  fmall  farm,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  road,  where  two  Bramins  re- 
fided,  who  were  accufed  of  having  oppofed  the  Company’s 
interefi  in  India.  Whether  the  crime  was  real  or  imaginary, 
remains  undetermined  ;  but  I  could  not  avoid  taking  notice 
of  the  different  manner  in  which  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  treat 
their  captives.  The  king  of  Madure  is  locked  in  a  dun¬ 
geon  on  Robben  Ifland,  whereas  thefe  Bramins  are  fuffered 
to  be  at  large,  and  have  a  houfe  and  gardens,  with  all  kinds 
of  provifions,  befides  feveral  flaves  to  wait  upon  them. 

s  In 
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In  the  evening  we  returned  to  town,  where  Mr.  Graham 
gave  a  ball  to  the  inhabitants.  On  entering  the  room,  I  was 
very  agreeably  furprifed  with  the  great  beauty  and  elegance 
difplayed  in  a  numerous  circle  of  ladies  ;  I  thought  myfclf 
fuddenly  tranfported  to  the  mod  brilliant  capital  of  Europe: 
their  features  were  regular,  their  forms  graceful,  and  their 
complexion  perfectly  fair.  To  thefe  charms  we  may  add  an 
eafy  deportment,  a  genteel  education,  a  pleafmg  flow  of 
fpirits,  and  acutenefs  of  underftanding,  which  gave  conftant 
life  to  their  converfation,  and  totally  baniflied  all  formal 
conftraint.  The  fame  company  graced  another  ball  the 
next  night,  which  was  given  by  Mr.  Laurel  j  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fhort  interval  which  was  left  for  lcpofe,  we 
had  the  fame  reafon  as  before  to  admire  their  vivacity  and 
a&ivity.  The  number  of  ladies  was  fo  great,  that  fome  of 
them  were  at  a  lofs  for  partners,  notwithftanding  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  many  perfons  from  on  board  the  two  (hips  in  the 
harbour.  On  this  occaflon  we  were  told,  that  the  number 
of  female  children  born  in  this  ifland  evidently  exceeds  that 
of  males,  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  remarkably  does  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  It  would  be  an  important  circum- 
ftance  to  afcertain,  whether  this  is  always  the  cafe  in  warm 
countries,  efpecially  as  philofophers  could  not  fail  to  draw 
many  inferences  from  thence  relative  to  the  domeflic  life 
of  different  nations.  Thefe  proportions  are  not  yet  well 
afcertained,  even  in  fome  parts  of  Europe  ;  and  wheie  they 
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are  determined  with  fome  precifion,  they  offer  feveral  cu¬ 
rious  faCts.  In  England  and  France  the  number  of  male 
children  exceeds  that  of  females ;  but  in  Sweden  it  is  the 
reverfe.  The  number  of  inhabitants  on  St.  Helena  does 
not  exceed  two  thoufand  perfons,  including  near  five  hun¬ 
dred  foldiers,  and  fix  hundred  Raves.  The  greatefl  extent  of 
their  ifland  is  nearly  eight  miles,  and  the  circuit  about 
twenty.  By  the  arrival  of  the  India  {hips,  which  they  fup- 
ply  with  refrefhments,  they  are  in  return  provided  with  all 
forts  of  manufactures  and  other  neceffaries  ,*  and  the  Com¬ 
pany  annually  orders  one  or  two  of  their  fhips  to  touch 
there  in  their  way  to  India,  in  order  to  fend  them  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  European  goods  and  provilions,  which* 
they  Rand  in  need  of.  Many  of  their  Raves  are  employed' 
in  catching  fifh,  which  are  very  plentiful  j  and  by  the  help 
of  thefe,  together  with  their  cattle,  poultry,  roots,  and  fait 
provilions,  they  fubfift  throughout  the  year.  Their  life 
feems  to  pafs  along  very  happily  ;  free  from  the  multitude* 
of  cares  which  diftreffes  their  countrymen-  in  England,  and’ 
bleffed  with  quiet  and  content. 

The  fame  company  which  had  paffed  the  evening  at  the 
bail  appeared  at  church  the  next  morning.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Carr,  a  young  clergyman  of  great  merit,  and  of  very  liberal* 
fentiments,  pronounced  a  fenlible  difeourfe,  well  fuited  to* 
his  audience,  and  convinced  us  that  he  has  all  the  qualities 
of  an  excellent  fpiritual  paflor.  After  the  fermon  we  dined- 

with- 


A  VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


S7* 


with  the  governor  ;  and  taking  leave  of  all  our  friends,  g™. 
whofe  amiable  character  had  endeared  them  to  us  in  fo 
fliort  a  time  as  that  of  our  Ray,  returned  on  board,  captain 
Cook’s  departure  being  honoured  once  more  by  a  falute 
from  the  caltle.  Towards  night  we  got  under  way,  in 
company  with  the  Dutton  Indiaman,  and  proceeded  to  the 
northward.  The  Company  had  fent  an  order  to  St.  Helena 
a  few  months  before  our  arrival,  importing  that  none  of 
their  (hips  fhould  touch  at  the  Me  of  Afcenfion,  which  they 
formerly  ufed  to  frequent  for  the  fake  of  taking  fome 
turtles.  Captain  Cook,  however,  being  delirous  of  vifiting 
this  illand,  parted  company  with  the  Dutton  on  the  24th 
in  the  evening,  after  we  had  all  dined  on  board  that  fliip, 
and  experienced  many  civilities  from  captain  Rice  and  all 
his  paflengers.  We  came  in  fight  of  the  land  early  on  the 
28th  in  the  morning,  and  having  run  all  day  towards  it, 
came  to  an  anchor  in  Crofs  Bay  about  live  o’clock  in  the 
evening.  This  illand  was  fir  ft  difcovered  in  iyot,  by  Joao  Sunday  a*. 
da  Nova  Galego,  a  Portuguefe  navigator,  who  named  it 
llha  de  NolTa  Senhora  de  Conceigao.  The  fame  admiral, 
on  his  return  to  Portugal  in  1502,  difcovered  the  Illand  of 
St.  Helena,  which  obtained  that  name  from  the  day  of  the 
difcovery  *.  Afcenfion  was  feen  a  fecond  time  by  Alfonfo 

Thefe  particulars  are  mentioned  in  a  Portuguefe  MS.  obligingly  communicated 
to  me  by  George  Perry,  Efq.  lately  returned  from  India,  and  intitled,  Conquijla  da 
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d’Albuquerque  on  his  voyage  to  India  in  1503,  and  then 
received  the  name  it  now  bears ;  but  was  already  at  that 
time  in  the  fame  defolate  condition  as  at  prefent  *.  We 
fent  feveral  parties  on  fhore,  who  palled  the  night  on  the 
watch  for  turtles,  which  came  to  lay  their  eggs  on  the 
fandy  fhores.  The  drearinefs  of  this  ifland  furpafled  all 
the  horrors  of  Eafler  Ifland  and  Tierra  del  Fuego,  even  with¬ 
out  the  afliftance  of  fnovv.  It  was  a  ruinous  heap  of  rocks, 
many  of  which,  as  far  as  we  could  difcern  from  the  fhip, 
feemed  to  be  totally  changed  by  the  fire  of  a  volcano. 
Nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  ifland  rifes  a  broad  white  moun¬ 
tain  of  great  height,  on  which  we  difcerned  fome  verdure 
by  the  help  of  our  glaffes,  from  whence  it  has  obtained  the 
name  of  Green  Mountain. 

We  landed  early  in  the  morning  among  fome  rocks,  the 
furf  being  always  immenfely  high  on  the  great  beach ;  which 
confifts  of  minute  fhell-fand,  chiefly  of  a  fnowy  white,  very 
deep,  dry,  and  intolerable  to  the  eyes,  when  the  fun  fhines. 
We  afcended  among  heaps  of  black  cavernous  flone,  which 
perfe&ly  refembles  the  molt  common  lavas  of  Vefuvius  and 
Iceland,  and  of  which  the  broken  pieces  looked  as  if  they 


India  per  huas  e  outras  Armas  ^  reah  e  Ev angelicas  \  the  author  of  which  appears  to 
have  been  a  Jefuit. 

*  See  the  Voyage  of  Giovanni  da  Empoli  on  board  of  one  of  Albuquerque’s- 
fhips;  Ramufio  Raccolta  di  Viaggi,  vol.  I.  p.  145,  edition  of  1563. 
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had  been  accumulated  by  art.  The  lava  currents  cooling 
very  fuddenly,  may  eafily  be  imagined  to  produce  fuch  an 
effect.  Having  afcended  about  twelve  or  fifteen  yards  per¬ 
pendicular,  we  found  ourfelves  on  a  great  level  plain,  of 
fix  or  eight  miles  in  circuit,  in  the  different  corners  of 
which,  we  obferved  a  large  hill  of  an  exa<ff  conical  fliape, 
and  of  a  reddifh  colour,  Handing  perfetftly  infulated.  Part 
of  the  plain  between  thefe  conic  hills,  was  covered  with 
great  numbers  of  fmaller  hillocks,  confiding  of  the  fame 
wild  and  ragged  lava,  as  that  near  the  fea,  and  ringing  like 
glafs  when  two  pieces  are  knocked  together.  The  ground 
between  the  heaps  of  lava,  was  covered  with  a  black  earth 
on  which  we  walked  very  firmly  j  but  where  thefe  heaps 
did  not  appear,  the  whole  was  a  red  earth,  which  was  fo 
loofe,  and  in  fuch  dry  minute  particles,  that  the  wind  raifed 
clouds  of  dull  upon  it.  The  conic  hills  confifted  of  a  very  * 
different  fort  of  lava,  which  was  red,  foft,  and  crumbling 
into  earth.  One  of  thefe  hills  Hands  direttly  in  front  of 

the  bay,  and  has  a  wooden  crofs  on  its  fummit,  from 

% 

whence  the  bay  is  faid  to  take  its  name.  Its  fides  are  very 
fleep,  but  a.  path  near  three  quarters  of  a  mile  long,  winds 
round  it  to  the  fummit.  After  examining  this  remarkable 
country  a  little  longer,  we  concluded  with  a  great  degree  or 
probability  on  our  fide,  that  the  plain  on  which  we 
Hood,  was  once  the  crater  or  feat  of  a  volcano,  by  the  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  whofe  cinders  and  pumice^fiones,  the 
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max-  conic  hills  had  been  gradually  formed  ;  that  the  currents 
of  lava  which  we  now  faw  divided  into  many  heaps,  had 
perhaps  been  gradually  buried  in  frefh  cinders  and  alhes, 
and  the  waters  coming  down  from  the  interior  mountain 
in  the  rainy  feafon,  had  fmoothened  every  thing  in  their 
way,  and  filled  up  by  degrees  the  cavity  of  the  crater. 
The  rocky  black  lava  was  the  refidence  of  numberlefs  men 
of  war  birds  and  boobies,  which  fat  on  their  eggs,  and 
fuffered  us  to  come  clofe  to  them.  The  men  of  war  birds 
in  general,  have  a  prodigious  pendulous  fkin,  of  a  bright 
red,  which  they  can  diflcnd  to  the  fize  of  a  man’s  hand, 
and  which  refembles  the  pelican’s  pouch,  being  perhaps 
intended  for  the  fame  purpofe  by  nature.  On  all  this 
rocky  ground,  we  did  not  meet  with  more  than  ten 
fhrivelled  plants,  which  were  only  of  two  forts  ;  one  a 
fpecies  of  fpurge,  the  other  a  bind- weed  (euphorbia  origami  des, 
6?  convolvulus  pes  cap  red).  We  returned  on  board  at  noon, 
where  we  faw  only  fix  turtles  which  had  been  caught  over 
night,  their  laying  feafon  being  almoft  at  an  end.  The 
officer  who  had  been  fent  to  the  eaftward,  found  the  wreck 
of  a  (hip  there,  which  appeared  to  have  been  partly  con- 
fumed  by  fire,  and  was  probably  run  on  fliore  by  the  people, 
in  order  to  fave  their  lives.  The  diflrefsful  fituation  to 
which  fuch  a  fet  of  men  muft  have  been  reduced,  in  this 
barren  ifland,  before  a  fhip  could  take  them  up,  drew  an 
expreflion  of  pity  even  from  the  failors.  But  their  mif- 

fortune 


fortune  was  now  become  our  advantage  ;  for  our  provifion 
of  fuel  being  very  low,  captain  Cook  fent  his  boats  to  take 
in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  the  timbers  of  this  wreck. 

About  eight  in  the  evening,  it  being  then  quite  dark, 
a-  fmall  veffiel  came  into  the  bay,  and  anchored  directly 
within  us.  Captain  Cook  having  hailed  her  repeatedly, 
received  in  anfwer,  that  {he  was  the  Lucretia,  a  New  York 
{loop,  which  had  been  at  Sierra  Leon,  and  was  now  come 
to  catch  turtles,  in  order  to  fell  them  at  the  windward’ 
iflands  of  the  Well;  Indies.  A  lieutenant  was  fent  on  board, 
who  learnt  from  the  mailer,  that  he  had  taken  our  {hip  to 
be  a  French  Indiaman,  and  was  very  defirous  of  trading 
with  Englilh  India-ffiips,  in  which  he  was  difappointed  by 
the  Company’s  regulations.  He  dined  with  our  officers 
the  next  day,  but  on  the  31ft  at  day-break,  left  the  ifland. 
On  the  30  th  in  the  morning,  we  landed  a  fecond  time,  and 
eroding  the  plain,  arrived  at  a  prodigious  lava  current,  in¬ 
terfered  by  many  channels,  from  fix  to  eight  yards  deep, 
which  bore  ftrong  marks  of  being  worn  by  vaft  torrents  of 
water ;  but  were  at  prefent  perfe<5tly  dry,  the  fun  being 
in  the  northern  hemifphere.  In  thefe  gullies  we  found  a 
fmall  quantity  of  foil,  confiding  of  a  black  volcanic  earth, 
mixed  with  fome  whitifh  particles  gritty  to  the  touch.  Here 
we  faw  fome  fmall  bunches  of  purflane,  and  a  fpecies  off 
grafs  (panicum  fangirineum)  which  found  fufficient  nutriment: 
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in  the  dry  foil.  Having  at  laft  with  great  fatigue,  climbed 
over  this  extenfive  and  tremendous  current  of  lava,  which 
was  much  more  folid  than  the  heaps  nearer  to  the  fea,  we 
came  to  the  foot  of  the  green  mountain,  which  even  from 
the  fhip’s  place  in  the  bay,  we  had  plainly  diftinguifhed  to 
be  of  a  different  nature  from  all  the  reft  of  the  country. 
Thofe  parts  of  the  lava  which  furrounded  it,  were  covered 
with  a  prodigious  quantity  of  purflane,  and  a  kind  of  new 
fern  (lonchitis  adfcenjionis)  where  feveral  flocks  of  wild  goats 
were  feeding.  The  great  mountain  is  divided  in  its  ex¬ 
tremities,  by  various  clefts  into  feveral  bodies,  but  in  the 
centre  they  all  run  together,  and  form  one  broad  mafs  of 

great  height.  The  whole  appears  to  confift  of  a  gritty  to- 

\ 

phaceous  lime-ftone,  which  has  never  been  attacked  by  the 
volcano,  but  probably  exifted  prior  to  its  eruption  ;  its  Tides 
are  covered  with  a  kind  of  grafs,  peculiar  to  the  ifland,  which 
Linnceus  has  named  arijiida  afcenjionis.  We  likewife  obferved 
feveral  flocks  of  goats  feeding  on  it  j  but  they  were  all 
exceflively  fhy,  and  ran  with  furprifing  velocity  along  tre¬ 
mendous  precipices,  where  it  was  impoflible  to  follow 
them.  The  mafter  of  the  New  York  (loop  acquainted  us, 
that  there  is  a  fpring  of  water  on  one  part  of  this  mountain, 
which  falls  down  a  great  precipice,  and  is  afterwards  ab- 
forbed  in  the  fand.  I  am  almoft  perfuaded  that  with  a  little 
trouble,  Afcenfion  might  fhortly  be  made  fit  for  the  refidence 

of 
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of  men.  The  introduction  of  furze  (ulex  europaus ))  and 
of  a  few  other  plants  which  thrive  belt  in  a  parched  foil, 
and  are  not  likely  to  be  attacked  by  rats  or  goats,  would 
foon  have  the  fame  effeCt  as  at  St.  Helena.  The  moifture 
attracted  from  the  atmofphere  by  the  high  mountains  in 
the  centre  of  the  ifiand,  would  then  no  longer  be  evapo¬ 
rated  by  the  violent  aCtion  of  the  fun,  but  colleCt  into 
rivulets,  and  gradually  fupply  the  whole  ifiand.  A  fod 
of  grades  would  every  where  cover  the  furface  of  the 
ground,  and  annually  encreafe  the  ftratum  of  mould,  till 
it  could  be  planted  with  more  ufeful  vegetables. 

We  returned  gradually  to  Crofs  Bay,  in  the  heat  of 
noon,  over  the  plain,  having  a  fpace  of  more  than  five 
miles  to  traverfe,  where  the  fun  burnt,  and  blifiered  our 
faces  and  necks,  and  heated  the  foil  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
our  feet  were  likewife  extremely  fore.  About  three 
o’clock  we  arrived  at  the  water’s-fide,  and  after  bathing 
in  a  fmall  cove  among  a  few  rocks,  we  made  the  fignal 
for  a  boar,  and  were  taken  on  board.  The  next  forenoon  wednefd.  3I. 
we  made  another  fmall  excurfion,  in  company  with  captain 
Cook,  towards  the  Green  Mountain,  but  we  were  all  of  us  fo 
much  fatigued  that  we  could  not  reach  it.  We  made  no  new 
obfervations  in  the  courfe  of  this  day,  the  nature  of  the 
iHand  being  dreary  beyond  defcription,  in  its  outfidrts.  In 
the  afternoon  we  hoifted  in  all  our  boats,  and  fet  fail, 
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having  taken  twenty-four  turtles,  weighing  from  three  to 
four  hundred  pounds  each.  They  lafted  us  three  weeks, 
one  and  fometimes  two  being  killed  every  day,  and  the 
Ihip’s  company  receiving  as  much  as  they  could  eat  of 
this  wholefome  and  palatable  food. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Run  from  A tfcenjion ,  pafl  the  JJland  of  Fernando  da  Noronha ,  to  the 
Azores. — Stay  at  Faya!. — Return  to  England. 

AFTER  leaving  Afcenfion  we  made  a  good  deal  of 
welling,  infomuch  that  we  came  in  fight  of  the  Illand 
of  Fernando  da  Noronha,  near  the  coaft  of  Brafil,  on  the 
9th  of  June,  about  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  lon¬ 
gitude  of  this  illand  being  hitherto  unfettled,  captain  Cook 
only  ran  in  fight  of  it,  in  order  to  determine  its  true  fitua- 
tion.  Americo  Vefpucci,  whofe  name  has  fince  been  given 
to  the  continent,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  fit'll  difco- 
verers,  fell  in  with  this  illand  in  his  fourth  voyage,  fo 
early  as  the  year  1502  ^  $  but  in  what  manner  it  received 
its  prefent  name  remains  unknown.  In  1  7  3  3 »  tlie  Frencb 
India  Company  made  a  fmall  fettlement  on  it ;  but  the  Por- 
tuguefe  laid  claim  to  it,  and  took  poffellion  of  it,  in  1739  1'° 
According  to  the  charts  of  the  French,  all  the  interior  part 
of  the  illand  confifis  of  extenfive  plains,  which  are  fur- 
rounded  by  feveral  hills  along  the  fea-lhores  We  ap- 

*»See  Ramufio  Raccolta  ai  Viaggi,  &c,  tom.  I.  p.  129. 

f  Don  Antonio  Ulloa’s  Voyage  to  South  America,  vol.  II.  may  be  confulted, 
where  fome  account  of  the  Portugufe  fettlement  is  inferted. 

|  A  very  fine  plan  of  the  ifland  is  publifhed  in  M.  Buache’s  map,  intitled. 
Carte  de  la  Pcrtle  de  P  Ocean  vers  PEquateur  entre  les  Coles  cP  Jfrlque  &  d  Amertque, 
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j'unr.  proached  it  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  then  hauled  clofe  round  the 
Ifle  of  Rats,  which  lies  off  its  N.  E.  point,  and  looked  into 
the  Bay  of  Remedios,  which  is  furrounded  by  five  forts, 
fome  on  Fernando  Noronha  itfelf,  and  one  on  a  rock 
which  lies  off  the  N.  E.  end.  The  ifland  appeared  very 
well  wooded  in  all  parts,  and  fome  of  its  mountains  had 
much  the  appearance  of  being  volcanic,  though  they  were 
covered  with  rich  verdure,  which  did  not  fhew  the  lead 
marks  of  cultivation.  The  five  forts  in  fight  hoifted  their 
colours  at  once,  and  one  of  them  fired  a  gun.  We  like- 
wife  hoifted  our  colours,  fired  a  gun  to  leeward,  and  in- 
ftantly  putting  about,  Rood  away  to  the  northward. 

Sunday  n.  On  the  i  i  th  we  croffed  the  line,  after  fpending  two 
years  and  nine  months  to  the  fduth  of  it.  The  calms  which 
are  ufual  in  its  neighbourhood  did  not  retard  our  courfe, 
till  we  had  gained  near  four  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and’ 
lafted  from  the  14th  to  the  1  8 th,  when  the  N.  E.  trade- 
wind  fet  in,  after  we  had  amufed  ourfelves  with  catching 
fome  fiharks  and  a  porpeffe,  which  the  crew  feafted  upon.  Of 
a  very  numerous  collection  of  live  animals,  which  my  fa¬ 
ther  had  collected  at  a  great  expence  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  nearly  one  half  perifhed  before  we  reached  thefe  la- 

1737.  This  map  was  publiflied  with  a  view  to  prove,  that  certain  fhoals  (now 
well  known  not  to  exilf)  caufed  the  various  currents  obferved  in  that  part  of  the 
fea  ;  and  the  tribe  of  French  philofophers  have  built  many  fyftems  upon  it,  which 
are  confequently  very  ill  fupported. 
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titudes.  Being  defirous  of  preferving  the  reft,  he  was 
obliged  to  put  hirnfelf  to  another  expence,  in  order  to  ref- 
cue  them  from  the  malice  of  the  failors,  who  had  flily  and 
envioufly  killed  moft  of  thofe  which  he  had  loft  before. 

The  trade-wind  carried  us  out  of  the  torrid  zone  in 
twelve  days,  and  lafted  us  five  days  more  ;  the  fun,  which 
commonly  regulates  the  extent  of  this  wind,  being  in  the 
northern  figns.  On  the  4th  of  July  we  met  with  fqualls 
and  calms  alternately  j  and  the  next  day  had  a  dead  calm, 
which  lafted  undifturbed  during  two  days,  and  was  inter¬ 
mixed  with  light  airs  for  the  two  following  days.  The 
latitudes  where  thefe  calms  chiefly  reign,  are  named  the 
horfe- latitudes  by  mariners,  who  frequently  crofs  the  ocean 
from  Europe  to  America,  becaufe  they  are  fatal  to  horfes 
and  other  cattle,  which  are  tranfported  to  the  iaft  mentioned 
continent ;  inftances  frequently  happening,  when  the  calms 
have  lafted  a  whole  month  without  being  interrupted,  ex¬ 
cept  by  light  airs  of  a  few  hours  duration. 

Having  obtained  a  fair  wind  on  the  9th,  we  directed, 
our  courfe  towards  the  Azores,  commonly  called  the  Weftern 
Lflands  in  Englifh  charts  ;  and  on  the  1  3th,  at  four  in  the 
afternoon,  faw  the  Ifland  of  FayaL  Early  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  we  flood  in  for  the  land,  and  gradually  came  in  fight 
of  the  lofty  Ifland  of  Pico,  of  which  the  fkirrs  appeared  to 
be  covered  with  verdure  and  habitations.  Towards  feven 
we  drew  near  the  road  or  bay  on  the  Ifland  of  Fayal,  where 
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ffiips  commonly  anchor.  The  Ponuguefe  mailer  of  the 
*  port  came  off  to  us  in  a  fmall  boat,  in  order  to  point  out 
a  fecure  place  of  anchorage,  where  three  veffels  were  al¬ 
ready  moored.  He  acquainted  us  in  French,  that  one  of 
thefe,  a  fnow  under  Portuguefe’colours,  had  lately  arrived 
from  Para  in  the  Brafils,  having,  through  the  ignorance  of 
her  conductor,  miffed  the  Cape  Verd  lflands,  to  which  fhe 
was  bound.  Another  fmall  veffel,  which  did  not  (hew  any 
colours,  was  a  North-American  floop.  The  third  was  the 
Pourvoyeufe,  a  French  frigate,  whofe  captain,  M.  d’Eftelle, 
with  great  politenefs  fent  a  lieutenant  on  board,  to  offer  his 
fervices  to  captain  Cook.  After  coming  to  an  anchor,  an 
officer  was  fent  on  ffiore  to  the  commandant  of  the  fort,  in 
order  to  make  the  ufual  enquiry  with  regard  to  the  falute  ; 
but  after  being  detained  feveral  hours,  he  was  told  that  the 
fort  always  returned  two  guns  lefs  than  it  received,  for 
which  reafon  we  did  not  think  proper  to  pay  the  compli¬ 
ment.  The  American  floop  fet  fail  in  the  afternoon,  being 
greatly  apprehenfive  of  fome  mifchance  from  us,  though 
we  were  inclined  to  be  at  peace  with  all  the  world. 

The  appearance  of  the  town,  from  the  fea  fide,  made 
nearly  the  fame  impreffion  on  us,  as  that  of  Funchal  in 
Madeira.  It  lies  along  the  ffiore  of  the  bay,  and  rifes  in 
the  form  of  an  amphitheatre  upon  the  hill,  with  an  eafy 
Hope.  Its  churches,  monasteries,  forts,  and  flat-roofed 
boufes,  which  are  for  the  greateft  part  white,  produce  a 

very 
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very  pleafing  effedt.  The  hills  beyond  the  town  are  fome 
of  the  richeft  that  nature  and  induftry  ever  adorned.  They 
were  at  this  time  loaded  with  ripe  corn-fields,  interfperfed 
with  gardens,  groves,  and  various  buildings,  which  bore 
evident  marks  of  a  great  population,  and  raifed  every  idea 
of  plenty.  There  are  two  forts  which  command  the  bay, 
one  at  each  extremity  of  the  town,  but  the  fouthernmoft  is  ' 
the  mod  confiderable. 

Immediately  after  dinner  captain  Cook,  accompanied  by 
my  father  and  myfelf,  went  on  fliore  at  the  foot  of  the 
fouthern  fort.  AVe  were  no  fooner  landed  than  we  plainly 
difcovered  from  what  motives  the  Portuguefe  had  refufed 
to  return  an  equal  falute.  The  cannon  refted  on  lotten 
carriages,  which  it  was  not  prudent  to  expofe  to  the  fhock 
of  a  difcharge  ;  and  the  greater  part  of  them  were  placed  on 
a  rampart,  which  was  infinitely  too  narow  to  be  fit  for  ufe. 
Befides  this,  we  were  afterwards  informed,  that  the  expence 
of  powder,  upon  fuch  occafions,  was  deemed  fuperfluous  by 
the  prefent  oeconomical  miniftry  in  Portugal.  We  walked 
through  great  part  of  the  town,  which  is  named  Villa 
da  Horta,  and  extends  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  length, 
confiding  chiefly  of  one  irregular  ftreet,  inteifedled  by  a  few 
fmall  lanes.  The  pavement  is  made  of  large  ftones,  and 
tolerably  clean,  being  little  frequented.  The  houfes  are 
contrived  exatfdy  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  Madeira,, 

with  projecting  balconies  which  are  roofed  at  the  top,  and 
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have  lattices  that  may  be  lifted  up  occafionally,  fupplying 
the  place  of  windows.  After  we  hadg/ifited  the  churches,  of 
which  there  are  three,  dark  and  Gothic  like  thofe  of  Madeira, 
we  were  conduced  to  Mr.  Dent,  the  Englifh  deputy-conful, 
who  received  us  very  kindly,  and  offered  Mr.  Wales,  my 
father,  Mr.  Hodges,  and  myfelf  a  lodging  in  his  houfe 
during  our  flay.  He  accompanied  us  next  to  the  different 
convents  within  the  town.  One  of  thefe  belongs  to  the 
Francifcan  Cordeliers,  who  are  twenty  in  number,  befides 
feveral  lay-brothers  ;  and,  according  to  their  own  account, 
teach  rhetoric,  philofophy,  and  divinity  to  the  children  of 
the  inhabitants.  Another,  fituated  on  an  eminence,  con¬ 
tains  twelve  Carmelites,  with  their  lay-brothers.  The 
third  lies  on  a  hill  above  the  town,  and  belongs  to  twelve 
Capuchins,  with  fome  lay-brothers.  The  fourth  is  placed 
in  the  heft  and  mofl  confpicuous  part  of  the  town,  and 
was  formerly  the  college  of  the  Jefuits,  but  is  now  converted 
into  a  court  of  juflice,  a  part  of  it  being  referved  for  a  pub¬ 
lic  fchool.  It  cannot  be  expc&ed  that  learning  fhould 
flourifli  in  all  thefe  dreary  cells.  The  monks  being  here 
entirely  cut  off  from  the  means  of  acquiring  knowledge, 
are  content  to  live  comfortably  and  agreeably,  without  un- 
dergoing  the  fatigues  of  fludy.  The  two  nunneries  next 
attra&ed  our  attention  ;  the  one  is  dedicated  to  St.  John, 
and  contains  one  hundred  and  fifty  nuns  of  the  order  of  St. 
Clara,  with  as  many  fervants.  They  wear  a  long  cloak,  of 
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dark  brown  ferge,  over  another  of  white  callicoe.  Eighty 
or  ninety  nuns,  of  the  order  of  Noffa  Senhora  de  Conceipao, 
occupy  another  convent,  with  an  equal  number  of  fervants. 
They  wear  white  dreffes,  and  have  a  piece  of  blue  filk  fixed 
on  the  breaft,  together  with  an  image  of  the  Virgin  on  a 
filver  plate.  The  reception  which  we  met  with  at  their 
grates  was  very  polite  ;  but  we  could  not  converfe  with 
them  for  want  of  knowing  their  language.  Their  pro¬ 
nunciation  was  very  foft,  and  in  a  finging  tone,  which  we 
fhould  have  taken  to  be  affe&ed,  if  we  had  not  afterwards 
found  it  general  among  all  ranks  of  people.  The  features 
of  fome  were  very  agreeable,  and  their  complexions  fairer 
than  we  expected,  though  in  general  rather  languid.  Reli¬ 
gion  had  not  yet  fo  entirely  occupied  their  breaft,  as  to  ex- 
tinguifh  every  fpark  of  corporeal  fire;  their  eyes,  which 
were  indeed  their  fineft  features,  ftiil  betrayed  an  attachment 
to  nature ;  and  if  there  is  truth  in  the  hundredth  part  of 
the  accounts  which  we  heard  at  Fayal,love  reigns  with  ab- 
folute  fway  in  the  midft  of  their  cloifters. 

After  walking  about  till  funfet,  we  returned  to  Mr.  Dent’s 
houfe,  and  were  introduced  to  a  Portuguefe  prieft,  who  fpoke 
Latin  better  than  all  the  friars  in  the  different  convents, 
and  appeared  to  be  a  very  intelligent  man,  whofe  inquifi- 
tive  turn  of  mind  had  got  the  better  of  many  prejudices 
which  were  common  among  his  countrymen.  He  com¬ 
municated  to  us  a  Spanifh  literary  and  political  journal, 
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j1 775;  which  is  read  at  prefent  throughout  the  Portuguefe  domi¬ 
nions  ;  the  prime  minifter  having  prohibited  the  printing 
of  any  kind  of  gazette  or  news-paper  in  Portugal.  This 
regulation  greatly  contributes  to  keep  that  kingdom  in  pro¬ 
found  ignorance,  which  is  the  only  fecurity  of  an  oppreffive 
government. 

The  next  morning  we  paid  a  vifit  to  the  officers  of  the 
French  frigate,  who  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Milton,  an 
Engliffi  woman,  and  a  widow.  This  good  lady,  hearing 
we  had  been  round  the  world,  ffied  a  flood  of  tears,  and 
told  us  that  our  arrival  put  her  in  mind  of  the  cruel  death 
of  one  of  her  fons,  who  had  embarked  in  captain  Fuf- 
neaux’s  (hip,  and  was  one  of  thofe  unfortunate  men  that 
were  killed  and  devoured  in  New  Zeeland.  The  circunv 
flances  with  which  his  untimely  fate  w7as  attended,  are 
much  more  horrible,  according  to  the  ideas  we  imbibe  by 
education,  than  thofe  of  any  other  manner  of  death,  and 
could  not  fail  of  making  a  deeper  impreffion  on  the  un¬ 
happy  parent.  Her  grief  was  likewife  of  that  genuine 
kind,  to  which  no  feeling  heart  can  refufe  a  fympathetic 
tribute ;  and  it  taught  us  to  reflecft,  how  many  mothers  in 
Europe,  and  in  the  South  Seas,  have  had  reafon  to  wail  the 
lofs  of  their  fons,  and  to  execrate  the  enterprizing  fpirit  of 
mankind.  Mrs.  Milton,  reflefting  on  the  many  calamities 
which  had  embittered  her  life,  was  refolved  to  fecure  re- 
pofe  and  happinefs  for  her  daughter,  by  placing  her  in  one 
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of  the  nunneries  of  Fayal;  without  confidering  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  world  has  charms  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
which  lofe  their  attra&ive  power  at  fifty.  Her  daughter 
was  handfome  enough  to  difpute  the  palm  of  beauty  with 
all  the  Portuguefe  ladies  at  Fayal.  One  of  our  officers, 
therefore,  undertook  to  diffiiade  Mrs.  Milton  from  her  pro¬ 
ject,  and  affiired  her,  in  very  blunt  terms  indeed,  that  fo  far 
from  doing  a  meritorious  aftion,  ffie  would  incur  the  eter¬ 
nal  difpleafure  of  heaven.  Whether  a  feaman’s  admonition 
could  have  much  effeft  I  leave  the  reader  to  determine  *, 
Mrs.  Milton,  however,  received  it  with  good  humour ; 
and  the  convention  which  followed,  gave  a  convincing 
proof,  that  religious  motives  were  not  fo  urgent,  in  behalf 
of  her  daughter’s  confinement,  as  thofe  of  private  intereft. 

From  hence  we  took  a  walk  upon  the  hills  beyond  the 
town,  and  found  the  ground  extremely  well  cultivated,  all 
the  fields  being  enclofed  by  wails  of  ftone,  in  fome  places 
cemented  together,  in  others  only  wrapped  in  mofs.  The 
people  chiefly  fow  wheat  of  the  bearded  fort,  of  which  the 
ears  were  very  large,  and  the  llraw  of  no  great  length. 
Befides  this,  they  have  likewife  barley,  which  was  already 
houfed  ;  and  maize,  or  Indian  corn,  which  grows  in  fome 
places  under  fine  groves  of  chefnut  trees,  that  greatly 
adorn  the  country ;  but  where  it  ftands  in  open  fields,  they 
mix  it  with  French  beans.  Near  the  cottages  we  found 
fome  fields  of  cucumbers,  gourds,  melons,  and  water- 
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melons,  together  with  fafHor,  which  the  Portuguefe  employ 
to  colour  their  eatables  yellow.  Their  orchards  fupply 
them  with  lemons,  oranges,  plums,  apricots,  figs,  pears,  and 
apples.  They  have  few  cabbages,  and  their  carrots  dege¬ 
nerate,  and  turn  white,  which  obliges  them  to  fend  for  fredi*. 
feeds  to  Europe  every  year.  They  plant  abundance  of  po¬ 
tatoes  by  the  exprefs  command  of  the  government,  and  fell' 
them  very  cheap,  becaufe  they  do  not  like  to  eat  them. 
Large  fweet  onions,  and  garlick,  the  favourite  greens  of  the 
Portuguefe,  are  plentiful  on  the  ifland;  together  with  the 
folanum  Jycoperjicon ,  the  fruit  of  which  they  call  tomatos,  and 
likewife  abundance  of  ftrawberries.  There  are  a  few  vine¬ 
yards  on  the  ifland  ;  but  the  quantity  of  wine  which  is  made 
is  inconfiderable,  and  its  quality  very  indifferent.  Their 
oxen  are  fmall,  but  the  meat  very  good,  though  they  are 
employed  to  draw  the  plough  and  the  cart.  Their  fheep  are 
likewife  of  a  very  fmall  breed,  but  the  mutton  well  tailed,. 
Their  goats  and  hogs  are  long-legged ;  and  befides  thefe, 
they  keep  abundance  of  poultry  of  all  forts.  Their  horfes 
are  fmall  and  ill-looking ;  but  afles  and  mules  are  more  nu¬ 
merous,  and  perhaps  more  ferviceable  in  this  hilly  ifland. 
The  roads  are  much  better  than  at  Madeira,  and  every  thing,, 
upon  the  whole,  bears  evident  marks  of  greater  induftry. . 
The  deafening  noife  made  by  their  carts  is,  however,  very 
difagreeable,  and  owing  to  their  aukward  conflru&ion. 

j 
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wood,  bound  by  iron,  and  fattened  to  a  ftrong  axletree, 
which  moves  therefore  together  with  the  wheels,  and  turns 
in  a  round  hole  made  through  a  fquare  piece  of  wood, 
which  is  tranfverfely  fixed  to  the  bottom  of  the  cart.  The 
cottages  of  the  common  people  are  built  of  clay,  and 
thatched  with  ftraw;  and  are  fmall,  but  cleanly  and  cool.  1 
The  inhabitants  were  in  general  fairer  than  thofe  of  Ma¬ 
deira  ;  their  features,  though  fimilar,  were  however  fome- 
what  fofter  j  and  their  drefs  was  in  general  much  more  de¬ 
cent  and  comfortable,  confifting  of  coarfe  linen  fliirts  and 
drawers,  with  blue  or  brown  jackets,  and  boots  on  the  legs. 

A  Ihort  jacket  and  petticoat  is  the  drefs  of  the  women, 
whofe  hair  is  tied  in  a  bunch  behind,  and  whofe  features 
are  not  always  difagreeable.  When  they  go  to  town,  they 
put  on  a  cloak  which  covers  their  heads,  leaving  only  a 
fmall  opening  for  the  eyes,  and  is  tied  round  the  waitt. 
The^tmen  likewife  add  a  broad-brimmed  hat  and  a  cloak 
upon  thefe  occattons.  Wherever  we  came  we  found  them 
employed ;  in  the  fields  reaping  their  corn,  or  at  home  in 
various  other  branches  of  hufbandry ;  and  not  one  idle 
beggar  made  his  appearance,  by  which  means  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  this  ifland  and  Madeira  became  ttill  more 
ttriking.  We  rambled  to  fome  groves  and  wild  fhrub- 
beries  on  the  fummits  of  the  hills,  where  we  found  abund¬ 
ance  of  myrtles  growing  wild  among  tall  afpen-trees,  and 
great  quantities  of  beeches,  which  being  called  faya  (fagus ,) 
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in  the  Portuguefe  language,  have,  it  is  faid,  given  occafion 
to  name  the  ifland  Fayal.  The «  profpect  from  thefe 
eminences  was  very  delightful,  the  town  and  road  lying  as 
it  were  under  our  feet,  and  the  ifland  of  Pico  oppofite,  at  the 
diftance  of  two  or  three  leagues.  A  number  of  canary- 
birds,  blackbirds,  and  other  fong-birds  were  heard  on  all 
fidcs  ;  and  their  harmony  was  the  more  enchanting,  as  it 
put  us  in  mind  of  thofe  European  fcenes  from  which  we 
had  fo  long  been  abfent.  The  whole  country  was  filled 
with  a  variety  of  birds,  among  which  we  particularly  no¬ 
ticed  prodigious  numbers  of  common  quails,  fome  Ame¬ 
rican  woodcocks,  and  a  fmall  fpecies  of  hawks,  from 
whence  this  group  of  iflands  was  named  A9ores,  that  being 
the  Portuguefe  name  of  a  hawk.  The  prodigious  heat  of 
the  day  obliged  us  to  return  to  the  town  about  noon,  and 
to  take  fhelter  in  the  lofty  cool  rooms  of  the  confuTs 
houfe.  I  was  however  too  much  pleafed  with  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  country  to  pafs  the  whole  afternoon  in  town, 
and  therefore  accompanied  Mr.  Wales,  Mr.  Patton,  Mr. 
Hodges,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  on  another  excurfion.  We  palled 
by  the  Capuchin  monaflery  of  St.  Antonio,  which  is  fituated 
on  the  hill ;  and  being  particularly  defirous  of  feeing  a  ri¬ 
vulet,  which  would  naturally  embellifh  the  landfcape  where 
it  flowed,  we  engaged  two  lively  boys  to  become  our  con¬ 
ductors.  We  now  crofled  fome  romantic  hills  and  groves, 
where  Mr.  IJodges  took  feveral  fketches,  and  foon  opened  a 

fine 
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fine  rich  plain,  laid  out  in  corn-fields  and  paftures,  in  the 
xnidft  of  which  lay  the  village  of  Nofla  Senhora  de  la  Luz, 
furrounded  by  groves  of  afpen  and  beech.  When  we  had 
reached  this  place  vve  feparated,  and  Mr,  Patton  and  Mi. 
Hodges  only  continued  to  walk  to  the  rivulet  with  me. 
We  were  fomewhat  difappointed,  when  we  faw  a  very  deep 
and  broad  bed  of  a  torrent  almofi  entirely  dry,  except  in  one 
part,  where  an  inconfiderable  brook  appeared  to  wind  its 
way  among  the  rocks  and  ftones.  However,  we  were  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  by  our  condu£tors  to  go  down  into  this  hol¬ 
low,  where  we  foon  found  a  great  number  of  young  girls 
afifembled  about  the  head  of  the  fpring,  employed  in  draw¬ 
ing  water.  Among  them  was  one  who,  by  her  fair  com¬ 
plexion  and  drefs,  appeared  to  be  of  higher  rank  than  the 
reft  ;  notwithftanding  this,  fhe  had  no  manner  of  advantage 
over  her  companions,  but  like  them  filled  her  pails  with 
water  from  the  fountain.  We  could  not  help  being  pleafed 
to  find  the  remains  of  patriarchal  fimplicity  among  a  civilized 
people,  where  the  fuperiority  of  rank  is  commonly  maikcd 
by  pride  and  indolence,  from  hence  we  walked  along  the 
bed  of  the  river,  which  we  were  told  is  filled  to  the  top  in 

JTi 

winter,  when  heavy  rains  ufually  happen  in  this  ifland. 
The  people  told  us  they  expe&ed  a  fhower,  and  had,  for 
that  reafon,  laid  great  quantities  of  flax  in  bundles  into 
the  dry  bed  of  the  torrent,  in  order  to  be  foaked.  This 

flax  appeared  to  be  long,  and  of  a  good  quality,  and  is  ma-- 

nufa&uredi 
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nufa&ured  into  coarfe  linens  on  the  ifland.  We  came 
back  to  town  much  fatigued,  when  it  began  to  grow  dark, 
after  having  called  at  a  peafant’s  houfe  on  the  road,  where 
we  drank  fome  of  the  common  wine  of  the  country,  which 
has  a  bitter  tafte,  but  feems  to  be  very  wholefome.  The 
rain,  which  the  people  expe&ed,  really  fet  in  as  foon  as  we 
were  returned  j  and  I  was  told  it  would  be  of  infinite  value 
to  the  iflands  at  this  feafon,  by  fwelling  the  grapes  with 
juice,  which  otherwife  remain  no  bigger  than  currants. 
During  my  abfence,  my  father  had  converfed  with  feveral 
Portuguefe,  efpecially  with  the  clergyman  I  mentioned  be¬ 
fore,  from  whom  he  obtained  fome  particulars  relative  to  the 
A9ores,  which  have  enabled  me  to  give  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  them. 

The  Ayores  were  firfl  difcovered  by  fome  Flemifh  fliips, 
in  1439,  when  feveral  families  of  that  nation  fettled  at 
Fayal,  where  one  of  the  parifhes  flill  bears  the  name  of 
Flamingos.  For  this  reafon  fome  of  the  old  geographers 
have  called  them  the  Flemifh  Iflands.  In  1447,  the  Por¬ 
tuguefe  difcovered  the  ifland  of  St.  Maria,  which  is  the 
eaflernmolt  of  this  group,  then  St.  Miguiel  (Michael)  and 
next  Terceira.  Don  Gonzalo  Velho  Cabral,  commander  of 
Almuros,  fettled  on  Terceira  in  1449,  and  founded  the 
city  of  Angra.  The  iflands  of  St.  George,  Graciofa,  Pico, 
and  Fayal,  were  likewife  fucceffively  feen,  and  fettled  ; 
and  laft  of  all,  the  two  weflernmod  of  the  group,  were 

difcovered 
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difcovered,  and  named  Flores  and  Corvo,  from  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  flowers  on  the  one,  and  of  crows  on  the  other. 

Thefe  iflands,  which  are  all  fertile,  and  at  prefent  in¬ 
habited  by  an  induftrious  race  of  people,  are  commanded 
by  a  governor-general,  who  refides  at  Angra  in  Terceira. 
The  prefent  governor  was  Don  Anton  da  Almada,  who  is 
univerfally  efteemed  on  account  of  his  good- nature,  and 
abhorrence  of  all  kinds  of  extortion  and  oppreflion.  In- 
flead  of  accumulating  a  fortune  in  his  poll,  he  has  fpent 
much  more  than  his  income,  living  in  great  fplendor  on 
purpofe  to  benefit  the  iflands,  for  which  reafon  he  was 
continued  fix  years  in  his  government,  though  it  is  cufto- 
mary  to  keep  it  only  three  years  in  the  fame  hands.  His 
fucceflfor,  Don  Luis  de  Tal  Pilatus,  was  however  daily  ex¬ 
pected  from  Lifbon,  together  with  a  new  bifhop  of  Angra. 
The  bifhop’s  diocefe  extends  over  all  the  Azores,  and  he 
has  twelve  canons  in  his  cathedral.  His  income  is  paid  in 
wheat,  and  confifls  of  300  muys,  or  meafures  of  twenty- four 
bufheH.  Each  muy  at  the  lowed  is  worth,  four  pounds 
fterling,  confequently  he  has  at  lead  twelve  hundred 
pounds  Aerling  a  year.  Every  ifland  is  commanded  by  a 
Capitan  Mir,  who  is  a  kind  of  deputy  governor,  or  com¬ 
mandant,  and  directs  the  police,  militia,  and  revenue.  A 
Juiz  or  judge,  is  at  the  head  of  the  law  department  in  every 
ifland,  from  whom  they  appeal  to  a  higher  court  at  Ter¬ 
ceira,  and  from  thence  to  the  fupreme  court  at  Lifbon. 
Vcl.  II.  4  G  ^le 
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The  natives  of  thefe  iflands  are  faid  to  be  very  quarrelfome,, 
and  have  law-fuits  conftantly  depending. 

The  ifle  of  Corvo,  is  the  lead:  of  the  A9ores,  and  contains 
fcarcely  fix  hundred  inhabitants,  who  chiefly  cultivate  wheat,, 
and  feed  hogs,  exporting  annually  a  fmali  quantity  of 
bacon. 

The  ifle  of  Flores  is  fomething  larger,  more  fertile  and' 
more  populous.  Its  exports  amount  to  fix  hundred  rnuys 
of  wheat,  befidcs  a  quantity  of  bacon.  But  as  no  wine  is 
made  in  both  thefe  iflands,  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to 
import  a  quantity  for  their  confumption  from  Fayal.  A 
large  Spanilh.  (hip  of  war,  richly  laden,  was  loft  upon  the 
eoaft  of  Flores  many  years  ago ;  her  crew  and  all  her 
treafures  however  were  faved.  Thefe  Spaniards  introduced 
the  venereal  difeafe  upon  the  ifland,  where  it  was  never 
known  before,  and  their  riches  being  an  irrefiftible  temp¬ 
tation  with  many  women,  every  individual  inhabitant  was 
foon  infe&ed.  To  expiate  this  crime  in  fome  meafure, 
they  have  built  a  church  at  a  great  expence,  which  is  now 
reckoned  the  handfomeft  building  in  all  the  A^res;  The’ 
evil  has  however  maintained  its  ground,  and  as  in  Peru,  or  in' 
fome  parts  of  Siberia,  no  inhabitant  of  Flores  is  free  from  it. 

Fayal  is  one  of  the  larger  iflands  in  the  group,  being 
nine  leagues  long  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  about  four  leagues' 
broad.  Its  prefent  commandant,  or  Capitan  Mir ,  is  called" 
Senhor  Thomas  Francifco  Brum  de  Silveyra  ;  he  has  the 

chara&er 
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chara&er  of  a  greedy  covetous  man,  and  always  lives  in 
the  country,  in  order  to  avoid  (hewing  civilities  to  Grangers, 
or  keeping  company  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  The 
judge  of  Fayal  was  then  expected  from  Portugal,  with  the 
new  governor-general.  The  head  of  the  clergy  on  the 
ifland,  is  only  rtyled  oviedor  or  auditor,  and  was  the  vicar  of 
the  principal  church  in  the  town. 

Learning  is  much  difcountenanced  at  Fayal,  as  in  all 
the  Afores,  and  in  Portugal  itfelf.  M.  de  Fleurieu  with  M. 
Pingre,  the  French  aflronomer,  who  went  out  to  try  fome 
time-keepers,  were  not  permitted  to  land  their  inflruments 
at  Terceira,  it  being  apprehended  that  they  meant  to  do 
fome  mifehief  to  the  ifland  *.  Upwards  of  two  years  ago, 
an  import  of  two  reys  f  was  laid  on  each  can  art  of  wine,  made 
in  Fayal  and  Pico,  which  amounts  to  fomething  more  than 
a  (hilling  per  pipe,  and  produces  about  one  thoufand  pounds 
a  year.  This  revenue  was  to  be  raifed  under  pretence  of 
providing  the  falary  of  three  profeflors,  to  be  ertabliflied  at 
Fayal,  after  undergoing  an  examination  at  Lifbon.  But  un¬ 
fortunately  for  fcience,  and  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland, 
the  money  was  no  fooner  collefted,  than  it  was  applied  to 

*  Our  aftronomer  did  not  expofe  himfelf  to  a  refufal  ;  but  fixed  the  quadrant, 
ana  obferved  in  the  garden  adjoining  to  the  con  ful’s  houfe,  unknown  to  all  the 
Portuguefe. 

t  A  rey  is  about  the  twelfth  part  of  a  penny  ftcrling,  and  a  canari  is  fomewhat 
.larger  than  a  gallon. 
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a  very  different  ufe,  and  now  ferves  to  pay  and  fupport  the- 
garrifon,  which  nominally  confifts  of  one  hundred,  but  in 
effeCt  of  only  forty  men,  without  either  difeipline  or  arms. 
In  confequence  of  this  abufe,  there  are  at  prefent  no  public 
inftitutions  for  the  improvement  of  children,  and  thofe  only 
who  can  afford  to  pay  for  inffrudtion,  can  give  their  children 
a  lettered  education.  There  is  a  profeffor  appointed  indeed, 
who  has  paffed  the  examination  ;  but  as  he  receives  no 
falary,  he  poorly  earns  his  bread  by  teaching  the  rudiments 
of  Latin.  It  mull  be  confeffed,  that  the  impoft  upon  the 
wine,  is  not  the  only  one  which  is  mifapplied  in  thi  i 
ifland.  There  is  another  much  more  confiderable,  of  two 
per  cent,  laid  on  all  the  exports,  the  produce  of  which  is 
intended  to  maintain  the  fortifications  in  good  repair..  How- 
ever,  it  is  at  prefent  thought  fit  to  fuffer  the  batteries  ta 
decay,  and  to  tranfmit  the  money  to  Terceira,.  where  it  is 
not  better  employed.  One  tenth  on  all  the  productions  of 
the  Acores  belong  to  the  king,  and  the  fingle  article  of 
tobacco,  which  is  monopolized  by  the  crown,  brings  in  a 
confiderable  fum.  The  poffeflion  of  thefe  iflands,  fmall  as 
they  are,  can  therefore  never  be  indifferent  to  Portugal. 

Wheat  and  maize  are  the  chief  products  of  Fayal  ;  and 
of  the  former,  it  fends  feveral  Ihip  loads  to  Lilbon  in  plen¬ 
tiful  years.  Some  flax  is  likewife  raifed  there;  but  the 
wine  known  by  the  name  of  Fayal  wine,  is  all  raifed  on 
the  ifland  of  Pico,  which  lies  direCtly  oppofite,  and  has  no 
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harbour.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Fayal  is  computed 
at  i  5000,  diftributed  in  twelve  parilhes  ;  and  one  third 
of  the  number  live  in  the  town,  or  Villa  da  Horta,  which 
contains  three  of  the  above  parifhes.  Its  road  or  bay  is 
reckoned  tolerably  fafe  in  fummer,  but  in  winter  it  is  open 
to  fouth  and  fouth-eaft  winds,  which,  I  was  told,  blow  hard 
at  that  feafon.  However,  as  the  bottom  is  a  good  fand, 
the  American  veflels  fometimes  ride  there  in  the  worft 
weather,  by  three  or  four  anchors.  The  wine  of  Pico  is 
chiefly  carried  from  Fayal  to  North  America,  and  to 
Brafil. 

The  ifle  of  Pico  has  its  name  from  the  peak  or  high 
mountain  upon  it,  which  is  frequently  capt  with  clouds, 
and  ferves  the  inhabitants  of  Fayal  nearly  the  fame  purpofe 
as  a  barometer.  The  ifland  is  not  only  the  greateft,  but 
alfo  the  moft  populous  of  the  A9ores,  containing  30000 
inhabitants.  It  has  no  corn-fields,  being  every  where 
covered  with  vineyards*  which  have  a  moft  enchanting; 
appearance  on  the  eafy  Hope  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 
The  corn,  and  other  neceflaries  for  the  confumption  of  the 
natives,  are  therefore  l'upplied  from  Fayal,  moft  of  the 
principal  families  of  that  ifland  having  large  pofleflions  on 
the  oppofite,  or  weftern  part  of  Pico.  The  feafon  of  vintage, 
is  the  feafon  of  mirth  and  feftivity,  when  a  fourth,  or  even 
a  third  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Fayal,  remove  to  Pico 
with  their  families,  down  to  the  fmalleft  domeftic  animals. 

It 
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It  is  affirmed  that  a  quantity  of  grapes,  which  would  yield 
three  thoufand  pipes  of  wine,  are  eaten  at  that  time,  every 
perfon  indulging  his  tafle  with  this  delicious  fruit,  though 
no  people  are  more  fober  and  frugal  at  their  meals  than 
the  Portuguefe.  Formerly  the  vintage  produced  annually 
30000,  and  fometimes  in  fortunate  years  37000  pipes 
of  wine  ;  but  a  kind  of  difeafe  attacked  the  vines  fome 
years  ago,  which  caufes  the  leaves  to  drop  off,  at  the  time 
when  the  grapes  require  to  be  fheltered  from  the  fun*.  Of 
late  however  they  have  recovered,  and  at  prefent  yield  from 
18000  to  20000  pipes  a  year.  The  bell  wine  is  made 
on  the  weft  1'ide  of  the  ifland,  in  the  vineyards  which 
belong  to  the  natives  of  Fayal.  That  which  is  raifed  on 
the  oppofite  fide,  is  converted  into  brandy,  of  which  one 
pipe  is  made  from  three  or  four  pipes  of  wine.  The  belt 
fort  of  wine  is  tart,  but  pleafant,  and  has  a  good  body, 
which  improves  greatly  by  being  kept  ;  a  pipe  of  it  is 
fold  on  the  fpot  for  between  four  and  five  pounds  flerling. 
A  fmall  quantity  of  fweet  wine  is  likewife  made,  which 
they  call  pajfada,  and  of  which  the  pipe  is  fold  at  the  rate 
of  feven  or  eight  pounds  flerling. 

St.  George  is  a  fmall  narrow  ifland,  very  fleep,  and  of 
confiderable  height.  It  is  inhabited  by  5000  perfons,  who 
.cultivate  much  wheat,  but  fcarcely  any  wine. 

*  I  fufpedt  this  to  be  caufed  by  fome  fpecies  of  infers. 

Graciofa, 
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Graciofa  has  a  more  gentle  Hope  than  the  former,  but  is 
Tikewife  very  fmall,  and  chiefly  produces  wheat,  having 
3000  inhabitants.  A  fmall  quantity  of  indifferent  wine  is 
likewife  made  on  it,  which  is  converted  into  brandy  *r  from 
five  to  fix  pipes  of  wine  being  required  to  make  one  pipe 
of  brandy.  Graciofa  and  St.  George  likewife  have  fome 
paftures,  and  export  cheefe  and  butter. 

Terceira  is  the  largeft  ifland,  next  to  Pico,  of  all  the 
A9ores.  It  is  highly  cultivated  with  wheat,  and  likewife 
produces  fome  bad  wine.  As  it  is  the  refidence  of  the  go¬ 
vernor-general,  and  of  the  fuperior  court  of  juftice,  as  welh 
as  a  bifhop’s  fee,  it  has  fome  kind  of  importance  above  the 
reft.  Its  inhabitants  are  computed  at  20,000,  and  its  ex¬ 
ports  confift  in  wheat,  which  is  '*fent  to  Lifbon. 

St.  Miguiel  is  likewife  of  confiderable  extent,  very  fertile 
and  populous,  containing  about  25,000  inhabitants.  They 
cultivate  no  vines,  but  abundance  of  wheat  and  flax.  Of 
the  latter  they  manufacture  fuch  a  quantity  of  coarfe  linens,, 
that  three  fhip-loads  of  them  are  annually  fent  to  BrafiL 
The  linen  is  about  two  feet  wide,  and  the  vara*  of  the  com¬ 
mon  fort  is  fold  for  about  one  {hilling  and  fix  pence,  which 
is  to  all  appearance  a  very  high  price.  The  principal  place 
on  this  ifland  is  a  city  named  Ponte  de  Gada. 

Santa  Maria  is  the  fouth-eaftermoft  of  all  the  Afores, 
and  produces  plenty  of  wheat.  The  inhabitants  amount 


*  Portuguefe  yard. 
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to  s ooo,  fome  of  whom  manufacture  a  kind  of  coarfe 
earthen-ware,  with  which  they  fupply  all  the  iflands.  They 

have  likewife  built  two  fmall  (hips  lately,  of  wood  which 

<» 

grew  in  their  own  ifland. 

I  flatter  myfelf  that  the  above  particulars,  though  infuf- 
fleient  to  give  a  perfetff  idea  of  the  A^res,  will  not  be  un¬ 
acceptable  to  my  readers,  efpecially  as  thefe  iflands,  being 
feldom  viflted  by  Europeans,  are  little  known,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  fhort  diftance  from  us. 

We  paflfed  the  Sunday  in  vifiting  feveral  churches,  and 
accompanied  captain  Cook,  in  the  afternoon,  to  the  different 
convents.  Each  of  them  has  a  church  annexed  to  it,  where 
we  commonly  faw  two  pulpits,  oppolite  to  each  other.  It 
is  ufual  here,  at  certain  ftated  times,  to  allow  the  devil  to 
defend  himfelf  in  one  of  thefe  pulpits,  whilft  he  is  arraigned 
in  the  other  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  may  be  fuperfluous  to 
mention,  that  Satan  is  always  fure  to  be  defeated,  though 
his  opponent  were  the  moft  ignorant  monk  that  ever  was 
fattened  in  a  convent.  Moft  of  the  altars  are  made  of  cedar 
wood,  and  perfume  the  whole  church  very  agreeably.  In 
the  evening  we  faw  a  great  proceflion,  at  which  all  the 
clergy  in  town  aflifted,'  and  where  moft  of  the  principal  in¬ 
habitants  likewife  took  parr,  by  walking  in  black  gowns 
before  the  Hoft.  The  commercial  intercourfe  with  the 
North-Americans  feems  to  have  abated  the  fpirit  of  perfecu- 
tion,  of  which  the  church  of  Rome  is  fometimes  accufed 
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in  other  countries.  When  the  hoft  pafies,  no  perfon  is  in- 
fulted,  who  does  not  choofe  to  perform  an  a<5t  of  adoration ; 
and  Grangers  in  particular  are  treated  with  a  degree  of  ci¬ 
vility  on  this  fubjetft,  which  they  do  not  meet  with  in  the 
polite  but  flavifh  metropolis  of  France. 

We  took  a  walk  the  next  morning  upon  the  hills  to  the 
northward  of  the  town,  which  furniflied  fome  of  the  moft 
beautiful  profpe&s.  All  the  roads  were  lined  with  tall 
fliady  trees,  and  on  both  fides  were  corn*  fields,  gardens, 
and  orchards.  We  were  able  to  overlook  the  whole  plain, 
in  which  the  village  of  NofiTa  Senhora  de  la  Luz  is  fituated, 
and  beyond  it  viewed  a  ridge  of  hills,  which  lead  to  the 
higheft  part  of  the  ifland.  There  is  a  deep  circular  valley, 
as  I  was  informed  by  the  inhabitants,  on  the  fummit  of 
one  of  the  hills,  about  nine  miles  from  the  town.  This 
cavity  is  about  two  leagues  in  circumference,  and  its  fides 
dope  uniformly  down,  covered  with  a  rich  herbage,  where 
many  £heep  are  grazing  in  flocks,  which,  though  belong¬ 
ing  to  private  perfons,  are  almoft  entirely  wild.  Rabbits 
and  quails  likewife  are  plentiful  on  its  fides,  and  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  there  is  a  lake  of  frefli  water,  well  flocked  with  wild- 
ducks.  The  water  is  faid  to  be  about  four  or  five  feet  deep 
all  over  it.  This  excavation,  called  La  Caldeira,  or  the 
Kettle,  from  its  figure,  feems  to  be  the  crater  of  a  former 
volcano  ;  which  becomes  fo  much  the  more  probable,  as 
we  know  that  fome  other  volcanos  have  exifled  in  the 
Von.  II.  4  H  Azores. 
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Azores.  That  remarkable  mountain,  which  rofe  to  the 
furface  of  the  fea,  forming  a  new  ifland,  in  the  year  1638, 
clofe  to  the  iflands  of  St.  Michael,  was  doubtlefs  produced 
by  the  atffcion  of  a  very  powerful  volcano  ;  and  though  it 
funk  again  within  a  fhort  fpace  of  time  after  its  formation, 
yet  its  momentary  appearance  fufficiently  overthrows  the 
aHeition,  that  only  the  higheft  peaks  of  the  world  can  have 
internal  fires  *.  The  ifland  which  appeared  between  Ter- 
ceira  and  St.  Michael,  in  November  1720,  was  exadlly  of 
the  fame  nature,  and  confirms  the  above  circumftances. 
The  lofty  fummit  of  Pico  likewife  conftantly  emits  a  fmoke, 
which  we  were  allured  of  by  a  Portuguefe  captain,  named 
Xaviers,  who  had  taken  the  pains  to  climb  to  the  top  ;  and 
this  fmoke  may  be  feen  on  fair  days  at  Fayal,  very  early 
in  the  morning.  Earthquakes  are  likewife  very  common 
at  all  the  Azores,  and  feveral  fhocks  were  felt  at  Fayal  three 
weeks  before  our  arrival.  It  appears  therefore  that  almoft 
all  the  iflands  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  like  thofe  of  the  South 
Sea,  have  vefiiges  of  former  volcanos,  or  ftill  contain  burn¬ 
ing  mountains,  at  this  moment. 

4 

*  See  an  account  of  this  remarkable  volcano  in  the  Memoires  de  l’Acad.  de 
Paris,  de  1721,  p.  26.  Ibid,  1722,  p.  12.  Phil.  Tranf.  abridged,  vol.  VI. 
p.  154.  and  Rafpe  Specimen  Hift.  Nat.  Globi  Terraquei.  Amft.  1763.  p.  115. 
The  laft  mentioned  author  has  collected  every  thing  relating  to  the  hiftory  of 
volcanic  iflands,  known  at  the  time  when  he  wrote ;  and  having  treated  the  fubje£l 
as  a  man  of  fcience  and  genius,  his  book  is  very  fit  to  be  perufed  by  the  tribe  of 
Ihallow  pretenders  to  knowledge,  who  drefs  in  borrowed  plumes. 
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We  returned  to  town,  after  vifiting  the  country-houfe  and 
gardens  belonging  to  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants, 
which  were  contrived  w’ith  more  tafte  than  could  be  ex¬ 
pected  in  this  ifland.  We  were  extremely  fenfible  of  the 
heat,  which  was  very  great  at  this  feafon,  though  we  came 
from  the  torrid  zone.  In  general,  however,  the  climate  of 
the  Ayores  is  faid  to  be  very  happy,  falubrious,  and  tempe¬ 
rate.  The  feverities  of  winter  are  never  felt  ;  the  winds  in¬ 
deed  are  fometimes  boifterous  at  that  feafon,  and  the  rains 
more  frequent,  but  froft  and  fnow  appear  only  on  the  higher 
parts  of  the  peak.  The  fpring  and  autumn,  as  alfo  the 
greateft  part  of  fummer,  are  reckoned  delightful  ;  fince  a 
fine  breeze  of  wind  commonly  cools  the  air  fufficiently  to 

mitigate  the  heat  of  the  fun. 

In  the  afternoon,  M.  Eftries,  the  French  conful,  went  with 
me  to  the  convent  of  St.  Clare,  where  his  whole  family  paid 
a  vifit  to  his  fillers,  who  had  taken  the  veil.  I  was  much  fur- 
prifed,that  not  even  the  female  relations  were  admitted  within 
the  parlour  grates,  as  this  degree  of  rigid  fequeftration  is  un¬ 
common.  It  is  cuftomary  for  the  nuns  to  offer  their  vifitors 
fome  dainties  to  eat,  but  here  they  ferved  up  a  whole  repair, 
which  confided  of  feveral  rich  and  lufeious  difb.es.  That  the 
mind  can  be  at  eafe,  and  difpofed  to  fpirituai  meditation, 
when  the  body  is  exhaufled  with  abflinence  and  watching, 
feems  to  be  improbable  ;  but  whether  the  oppoiite  extreme, 
the  luxury  of  a  well  furnifhed  table,  is  betiei  fuited  to  that 
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principal  intent  of  monaftic  life,  may  be  doubted  with  equal 
juftice. 

The  next  day,  about  noon,  having  taken  leave  of  all  our 
acquaintance,  we  returned  on  board  with  the  conful,  and  fe- 
veral  Portnguefe,  who  honoured  us  with  their  company  at 
dinner ;  we  palled  the  afternoon  very  agreeably,  their  con- 
verfation  being  eafy  and  chearful,  the  reverfe  of  that 
haughty  taciturnity  which  is  the  general  character  of  the 
Portuguefe  nobility  at  Madeira.  They  were  put  on  fhore 
in  the  evening,  and  at  four  the  next  morning  we  weighed,, 
and  fet  fail  with  a  fair  wind. 

We  palTed  by  the  illands  of  St.  George  and  Graciofa,  and 
came  in  light  of  Terceira  at  noon.  About  three  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  we  failed  along  its  north  fide,  which  exhibited 
the  richelt  corn-fields,  and  various  villages  furrounded  by 
trees.  We  took  leave  of  it  in  the  evening,  and  then  dire&ed 
our  courfe  to  the  channel.  On  the  2  9th,  at  four  o’clock, 
we  faw  the  Start  Point  and  Eddiltone  light-houfe  near  it, 
the  fame  parts  of  the  Englilh  Ihores  which  we  had  lalt  feen 
at  the  beginning  of  the  voyage.  The  next  morning  we 
palTed  through  the  Needles,  and  fwiftly  failing  between  the 
Me  of  Wight  and  the  fertile  Ihores  of  Hamplhire,  came  to 
an  anchor  a  little  before  noon  at  Spithead. 

Thus,  after  efcaping  innumerable  dangers,  and  fuffer- 
ing  a  long  feries  of  hardlhips,  we  happily  completed  a  voy¬ 
age,  which  had  lafted  three  years  and  fixteen  days ;  in  the 
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courfe  of  which,  it  is  computed  we  run  over  a  greater  ipacc  jJlt- 
of  fea  than  any  (hip  ever  did  before  us ;  fince,  taking  all  our 
tracks  together,  they  form  more  than  thrice  the  circum¬ 
ference  of  the  globe.  We  were  likewife  fortunate  enough 
to  lofe  only  four  men*,  three  of  whom  died  by  accident,  and 
one  by  a  difeafe,  which  would  perhaps  have  brought  him  to 
the  grave  much  fooner  had  he  continued  in  England  *» 

The  principal  view  of  our  expedition,  the  fearch  after  a 
fouthern  continent  within  the  bounds  of  the  temperate 
zone,  was  fulfilled  j  we  had  even  fearched  the  frozen  feas. 
of  the  oppofite  hemifphere,  within  the  antardtic  circle,  with¬ 
out  meeting  with  that  vafl  tradl  of  land  which  had  formeily 
been  fuppofed  to  exift.  At  the  fame  time,  we  had  made  an¬ 
other  difcovery  important  to  fcience,  that  natute  foims  gteat 
maffes  of  ice  in  the  midft  of  the  wide  ocean,  which  are 
deftitute  of  any  faline  particles,  but  have  all  the  ufeful  and 
falubrious  qualities  of  the  pure  element.  At  other  feafons 
we  explored  the  Pacific  Ocean  between  the  tropics,  and  in 
the  temperate  zone ;  and  there  furnifhed  geographers  with 
new  iflands,  naturalifts  with  new  plants  and  birds,  and, 

*  From  the  bills  of  mortality  in  Europe,  it  is  computed  that  three  men  in  a  hun¬ 
dred  annually  die  ;  according  to  which,  we  fhould  have  loft  at  leaft  ten  men.  There¬ 
fore  notwithftanding  the  beft  precautions  may  be  taken  for  the  future,  yet,  from 
the  chance  or  probability  of  events,  another  fhip  may  not  preferve  her  men  in  the 
fame  proportion  as  ours  j  and  it  would  be  extremely  rafh  to  fuppofe  that  this  excep¬ 
tion  could  always  be  produced,  merely  by  the  prophyladics  and.  ant.fcorbuttcs  we 

had  on  board. 
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above  all,  the  friends  of  mankind  with  various  modifica¬ 
tions  of  human  nature.  In  one  extreme  we  faw,  and  not 
without  companion,  the  dull,  hungry,  deformed  favages  of 
Tierra  del  Fuego,  incapable  of  guarding  again!!  the  feveri- 
ties  of  their  wretched  climate,  and  having  their  mental  fa¬ 
culties  reduced  to  that  miferable  fituation  which  places  them 
next  to  brutes.  In  the  other,  the  happier  tribes  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  Iflands,  beautifully  formed,  placed  in  a  delightful  cli¬ 
mate,  which  fupplies  all  their  wants  ;  fenfible  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  a  well-ordered  fociety,  affetflionate  towards  each 
other,  and  accuftomed  to  gratify  their  fenfes,  even  till  they 
lead  to  exceftes.  From  the  contemplation  of  thefe  different 

characters,  the  advantages,  the  blefiings  which  civilization 

/ 

and  revealed  religion  have  diffufed  over  our  part  of  the 

• 

globe,  will  become  more  and  more  obvious  to  the  impar¬ 
tial  enquirer.  He  will  acknowledge,  with  a  thankful  heart, 
that  incomprehenfible  goodnefs  which  has  given  him  a 
dillinguifhed  fuperiority  over  fo  many  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  who  follow  the  impulfe  of  their  fenfes,  without 
knowing  the  nature  or  name  of  virtue  ;  without  being  able 
to  form  that  great  idea  of  general  order,  which  could  alone 
convey  to  them  a  juft  conception  of  the  Creator.  Upon  the 
whole,  nothing  appears  more  evident,  than  that  the  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  ftock  of  human  knowledge  which  have  been 
made  during  this  voyage,  however  confiderable  they  may 
be  when  put  in  competition  with  what  was  known  before, 
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are  of  fmall  moment  when  compared  with  the  immenfe  July, 
variety  of  unknown  objetfls  which,  even  in  our  prefent  con¬ 
fined  fituation,  are  dill  within  our  reach,  and  which,  for 
ages  to  come,  will  probably  open  new  and  extenfive  fields, 
where  the  human  foul  will  have  room  to  expatiate,  and 


-  — Vedi  infieme  l’uno  e  l’altro  polo, 
Le  ftelle  vaghe  e  lor  viaggio  torto  ; 

E  vedi,  ’1  veder  noftro  quanto  e  corto  ! 
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